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MR. ROBERTS: At t he swearing-in ceremony for 
Mr. Marsh, there was the Pre s ident, Mr. Marsh, and his 
son held the Bibl e . His name is John o. Marsh , III. His 
nickname is Rob, and the per son who did the swear'ing- i n ~A7as 
Executive Clerk J ohn J. Ratchford. 

Mr. Marsh is now here for a picture oppor tunity 
for those who expressed an interest in i t, and while he 
does have anothe r appointment , he wi l l be glad to take 
a few of your que stions. 

Q Mr. Marsh, can you tell us when the Vice 
President might be named? 

MR. MARSH: I am not involve d in t he Vice 
Presidential selection, t he procedure of it and I don't 
know what the time frame is , and I am not f amiliar at what 
stage it is now. 

Q Mr. Marsh, can you tell us what your 
own thoughts are on the White House staff , on the size of 
it and somewhat on the personnel? 

MR. MARSH: I think this wil l be a matter that 
will be more fully discussed when t he transition committee 
makes i t s report, which I think will be sometime early n ext 
week, and at that time, I believe that would be a more 
appropriate question t o direct t o the coor dina tor, Don 
Rumsfeld . 

Q What is your area of r esponsibil i ty now? 

MR. MARSH : Ron, I t hink what the President has 
done is the designation of a Counsel l orsh ip 

to Bob Hartmann, who was designated, as you recall , last Sa t ur

day ) an~ a designation of me today in a more general way . 


MORE 

Digitized from Box 1 of the White House Press Releases at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



v 

- 2 

He has defined the duties, as far as I am 
concerned -- Congressional relations will be a part of 
some of the duties that I might be assigned but to 
undertake such tasks as he may from time to time 
direct. 

Q What tasks are you doing now? 

MR. MARSH: At the present time, I am a member 
of the transition team and have been working with them. 

Q What becomes of Mr. Timmons? 

MR. MARSH: I can't respond to that. I think 
the President is very satisfied with his relationship 
with Bill Timmons. It is an old one. He has a very high 
regard for him, and I think in the past we have had people 
here like Bryce Harlow who also worked in that area with 
those in Congressional relations. 

Q Will you continue to have 
and international affairs role? 

a defense 

MR. MARSH: I think we will have 
things evolve and develop. I can't 
think it is a little too early. 

answer 
to 
that now. 

see as 
I 

Q Is what you will be doing compa~able to 
Bryce Harlow in the past? 

MR. MARSH: You made that comparison, Maggie, 
I didn't. 

If I might say one word about the ceremony this 
morning, it seems to me to be very interesting that 
the President of the United States cannot swear in one of 
his own appointees, and so you use the services of a 
Notary Public, and I think there is a very unique American 
reference there to the fact that here is the highest 
officer in the land incapable of performing a constitutional 
duty that one of the lesser officials in the land can 
perform, which shows how important these public service 
posts are. 

Incidentally, that was a duty that the Vice 
President could perform. 

Q Sir, could you tell us what you will counsel 
the President in the matter of General Haig as 'Chief of 
Staff? Do you think the staff needs a chief? 

MR. MARSH: It would be difficult for me to tell 
you how I would counsel him in reference to General Haig 
when the President hasn't asked me to do that, but if he 
were to ask me, I would assert the very high regard that 
I have for General Haig and for his capabilities. 
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Q Counsellor Marsh, is the transition team 
assessing the role of the National Security Council staff 
structure? 

MR. MARSH: I do not feel that in this forum at 
this time that I should get into that particular area. 

Q After the transition period, do you expect 
it to be a smaller White House staff? 

MR. MARSH: Since the transition team hasn't 
met to make its conclusions, I can't really tell you what 
it might be. 

Q Will there be just one meeting? 

MR. MARSH: One meeting of what? 

Q You said the transition team hasn't met. 

MR. MARSH: Hasn't met to make its final 
recommendations. 

Q What piece of the transition problem is 
assigned to you? 

MR. MARSH: The transition team, when they meet, 
usually share with one another the areas in which those 
persons have wonked that particular day. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, sir. 

END (AT 12:52 P.M. EDT) 




