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‘He's led us safely this far — so why change?

Buffalo Evening News, (10/12/76)
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PRESIDENT'S SOLID RECORD, EXPERIENCE WIN OUR VOTE

The Detroit News endorses Gerald Ford for
President

In doing so, we do not pretend he’s the most
dynamic President this nation ever had But he
does offer experience, clarity of purpose, integrity
and a record of solid performance He 1s a known
quantity o : =

Jimmy Carter, who
came into this election
campaign an unknown
quantity, has failed to
bring himself and his
1deas 1nto focus for the
American peopies Nor
has he made a convinc-
ing case against Mr
Ford.

It 1s up to the chal-
lenger to prove the
incumbent unfit and himself a worthy alternative.
Carter has not done this So we'll stick with Mr
Ford :

Not that 1t’s a contest between the Good Guy and
the Bad Guy :

A man cannot be devoid of merit and still domi-
nate the primaries and his party's national con-
vention as Carter did Carter possesses great

organizational talent, boundless energy and the’

ability to interpret public moods He has the ego-
tism and conceit one needs to feel equal to the
most awe., me political office in the world

Mr Ford. on the other hand, has difficulty

arousing and sustaimning massive enthusiasm His
“style” must be described as plodding He offers
few dramatic imtiatives He 1s essentially a hum-
ble man. which can sometimes be as much a liabil-
1ty as an asset to leadership

-On balance, however, we find '‘much about Mr.
Ford which gives us confidence — and far too
much about Carter that disturbsus .« .

Carter unfortunately couples his ability to inter-

pret public moods with a desire to accommodate
every public mood he detects He tells each audi-
ence what 1t wants to hear even at the hazard of

contradicting mmself He has been for and against

compulsorv unionism. for and against home-mort-
age interest deductions. for and against abortion.

In his d:iving ambation to be president. the one-
term former governor of Georgia tends to
exaggerate and distort his background, experience
and achievements He has claimed to be a nuclear
physicist, though actually he holds the standard
Bachelor of Naval Science-degree from Annapolis.
His claim of having eliminated 278 state agencies
In a reorganization of Georgia's bureaucracy 1s de-
scribed by the Washington Post as “‘at best an
overstatement "

'He has a gift for the gliftering generality and the
simplistic solution He promises to reduce the
number of federal agencies from 1,500 to 200 but
can’'t name the agencies he would eliminate.
Speaking 1n Detroit on the subject of crime, he
offered as one “‘solution’" the suggestion that vaca-
tioners have the newspapers removed from their
front porches during thetr absence His promise to
reduce taxes, implement costly new programs and
balance the budget has been described by a Demo-
cratic colleague as *‘sort of like pulling a rabbit
out of a hat."

While talking brotherly love, Carter has done
everything possible to revive the poison and divi-
sion of the Watergate era Though he promised 2
high-level campaign, his campaign workers re-

. ceived a confidential manual containing instruc-

tions for dirty tricks. His interview with a girlie
magazine was a calculated attempt by the Sunday
school teacher to ingratiate himself with the Play-
boy crowd

President Ford may not be very exciting but we
feel we can trust him Nothing he said to Congress
dprmg the exhaustive hearings preceding his con-
firmation as vice-president has proven false. He
made no claims about his background which could
rot be confirmed. He has stated cleariy where he
stands on public issues and has usually stuck by
his promises and his positions.
- If Mr Ford lacks an instinct for dramatic lead-
ership, he possesses something else which happens
to be more important at a moment when the whole
future of the American economy depends on the
government’s fiscal restraint or lack thereof He
has a sense of what the country can and cannot
afford, and he has the courage to say no at the risk

- of his own political neck.

_Because of his habit of saying no his critics call
him a hard-hearted skinflint. Yet, William T Cole-
man Jr , a black and Mr Ford's secretary of

_transportation, observes that at the peak of the

Great Society, 33 percent of the federal budget
went to human services such as education and
housing, while President Ford's budget devotes 55
percent to them. i

Mr Ford 1s not hard-hearted. he is interested in
economic survival With a long series of vetoes, he
has held the line against the fiscal excesses of the
Democratic Congress Since the Congress will con-
tinue to be dominated by Democratic spenders, it
1s important that the nation return a Republican
President to the White House to serve as a check
against them.
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PRESIDENT'S SOLID RECORD, EXPERIENCE WIN OUR VOTE (Cont.)

~“Tronically, in the one field where Mr Ford in’
sists on substantial expenditures — national de-

Detroit Sundav News. 10/24/74A
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US Choice Is Clear

On President Selection

A- MERICA'S electors in November’s
Apresidential election will have a

.definite choice in the direction they - -

‘want to go for President Ford’s stew-
ardchin hae hesan hath nacitive and

Colimbiie Dianat+rh 10 794 P76

ingly for nuclear arms controls and
brought a fresh confidence by the
people in the integrity of the White
House.
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; All along, 'based‘ on his record of checking infla-
tion an.d seeing his policies improve the employ-
ment situation, we have felt President Ford’s team
deserves retention in office.

We are aware that unemployment remains a
probiem but we are aiso aware that free spending
of money by government is not the answer. The
answer is to encourage private industry tocreate
more jobs..

In the first place it must be remembered that
this naticn was in a real crisis whenthe Congress
overwhelmingly elccted President Ford. He has
shown courage and ability in his dealings withthe
econcmic and inflation problems. He has shown
rare courage in checking the spending of Con-
gress by vetoing certain bills. If he had not shown
this particular courage, inflation would be com-
pletely out of hand. A loaf of bread wouid now be
casting S1.00, perhaps.

- On another front, the President has shown cour-
age in dealing with moral issues. He accepted the
resignation of Secretary of Agriculture Earl
Butz for having made a racial joke atthe expense
of our race. Secretary Butz admitted the bad taste
of his joke and apologized publicly. But the Presi-
dent publicly reprimanded his Secretary of Agri-
culture and accepted his resignation. Yet, Mr.
Butz is no racist.

In addition to these pluses, President Ford can
boast that our country is at peace. No Americans
are fighting anywhere in the world. And since
some of our people prefer to think partisanly, let
us point out thatallthe wars Americans have been
involved in during the past 100 years have been
started by the Democrats.

_ Our soldiers were being bled almost to death
in 1952 in the Korean War when President Eisen-
hower_ was elected as the first Republican presi-
dent since Herbert Hoover in 1928. His predeces-
sor, President Truman was afraid of war with
China and he failed to end the Korean War.

And it is on the question of war that we most
fear Jimmy Carter in the presidency. He has been
very wrong in saying he will give Congress morse
mﬂu;nce in foreign policy. The U.S. Constitution
provides that the President should conduct foreign
policy. The Congress has proven in the cases of
both the Korean and Vietnam wars that it vasci-
lates and plays too much politics in dealing with
foreign policies and war.

Atlanta Daily World (Cont.)

ENDORSEMENTS

overwheln zly elected President roru. nc uas
shown courase and ability in his dealings withthe
economic and inflation problems. He has shown
rare courage in checking the spending of Con-
gress by vetoing certain bills. If he had not shown
this particular courage, inflation would be com-
pletely out of hand. A loaf of bread would now be
costing $1.00, perhaps.

. On another front, the President has showncour-
age in dealing with moral issues. He accepted the
resignation of Secretary of. Agriculture Earl
Butz for having made a racial joke atthe expense
of our race. Secretary Butz admitted the bad taste
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some of our people prefer to think partisanly, let
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started by the Democrats.
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. in 1952 in the Korean War when President Eisen-

hower was elected as the first Republican presi-
dent since Herbert Hoover in 1928. His predeces-
sor, President Truman was afraid of war with
China and he failed to end the Korean War.

And it is on the question of war that we most
fear Jimmy Carter in the presidency. He has been
very wrong in saying he will give Congress more
influence in foreign policy. The U.S. Constitution
provides that the President should conduct foreign
rolicy. The Congress has proven in the cases of
toth the Korean and Vietnam wars that it vasci-
lates and plays too much politics in dealing with
foreign policies and war.

Former Governor Carter has criticized Secre-
tary of State, Henry Kissinger, saying he would fire
him. We submit that Secretary Kissinger has done
a swell job as Secretary of State. His policies led
to splitting Russia and China who were once work=
ing closely. He split the Russians and Egyptians and
Middle East Nations, thereby eliminating the Pow-
der keg for the present. He has worked out a pre-
liminary agresment for Black majority rule in Af-
rica. We believe Russia and Cuba covet the rich
undeveloped continent of Africa. Governor Car-
ter’s Democrat 2 to 1 majority inthe Congress has
errored in not permitting President Ford from
blocking Russia in practically taking over Angolain
Africa.
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- Our Choice
For President

There are those who say that Jimmy Carter
deserves the support of the South in his quest of the
White House on the basis of regional pride. If this
were so, we would have endorsed George Wallace
in past years, which we did not on the grounds that
he was not qualified to hold the office of president.

Thacwitlhad caamac cancml o

LaGrange (Ga.) Daily News
TN/72R77A
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4 As Jimmy Carter travels around the naticn
modestly telling of his glorious accomplishments
while governor of Georgia, we are amazed, for we
didn’t see them while living through the Carter
years. We do remember his reorganization of state
government, which created the present sprawling
Department of Human Resources, which when
inherited by Gov. Busbee prompted him to term the
Carter invention an ‘‘organizational nightmare.”
Take a look at some of the things which Jimmy
Carter as president says that he would favor:
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Elect President Ford
Editorial, excerpted, Rome (Georgia) News Tribune

President Gerald R. Ford has shown by his actions that
he is a moderate and steady leader. A course of
fiscal responsibility, lessen federal activities in
state and local affairs, and a national defense second
to none are important planks in his platform.

His experience in the United States House of
Representatives has proven valuable in dealing with
the legislative branch of the government. He realizes
that no nation can spend itself into real prosperity
as indicated by his veotes of spendthrift legislation.

Mr. Ford became President at one of the most difficult
times in the nation's history. He has led it through
military situations, frustrating economic problems

and around a Congress that many times allowed to make
military expediency to take precedence over sober
judgment.

Superficially judging the Presidential candidates

on his presonality and state of origin alone are not
sufficient reasons for casting a vote in his favor.

His philosophy of government, his Vice-Presidential

running mate and the platform on which he runs must

first be considered.

Senator Robert Dole of Kansas, Mr. Ford's running
mate, perhaps is more conservative than the President.

The selection of Senator Dole by President Ford is to
be contrasted to the usual practice of balancing a
conservative Presidential candidate with an extremely
liberal running mate. It may be good politics but it
is unwise for the nation's health.

The platform upon which President Ford and Senator Dole
are running contains strong language supporting their
conservative philosophies. That platform is a contract
to reduce inflation by balancing the national budget,
to cut back expedient federal programs, to remove
government controls from the private sector and to
maintain a superior military establishment.

For these reasons, President Ford and Senator Dole
should be elected on November 2.
(10-24-76)
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We Endorse Ford
Editorial, excerpted, Augusta (Georgia) Chronicle Herald

Gerald R. Ford became President of the United States
at a time when this nation was undergoing the most
agonizing crisis it had experienced since the war
between the states. It had no more emerged from the
morrass of an unpopular and costly war in Vietnam
than it was subjected to the tortuous, polarizing
effect of Watergate. Mr. Ford became President in

the aftermath of two national demoralizing incidents--

.the resignations of a Vice President and a President.

The morale shattering effect was greater than the
Teapot Dcme scandal of a half century earlier.
Confidence in the federal government, deflated even
more in the wake of the Tidal Basin escapade of
Congressman Wilbur Mills, was at a low ebb. It was
at that point that Gerald Ford was cloaked with the
mantle of President. We think he has worn it well.
If his has not been a brilliant performance, it has
been a creditable one.

We see no reason therefore why he should not be
permitted to continue in office, especially so when
the alternative would be to select a person without
the experience, the capabilities, the understanding
of government, the judgment and, yes the down-to-earth
integrity of Mr. Ford.

It is for those reasons that the Augusta newspapers

give their endorsement for the Presidency to Gerald Ford.

For those unmindful of John F. Kennedy's admonition to
ask what you can do for our government, rather than ask
that it support you, many of the things Gerald Ford

has done will not have been popular.

He has had the courage and foresight to reject what he
has felt to be inflationary measures adopted by the
Congress. Result: the double-digit inflation he
inherited from the Nixon administration has been
drastically reduced to an annual rate of just over 4%.

He has moved harder than any other President in recent
years, to 1lift the terrible bureaucratic burden that
Americans, in every walk of life, must bear--and pay
for. He has sought to curtail unnecessary paperwork
and to reduce the cost of government. His failure,
where it has followed, has been due, in many instances,
to a lack of cooperation by the Congress.

(con't=--)



It has been partisan politics that have, also in some
instances, thwarted Administration efforts to speed
a solution to the nation's energy problems.

The Democrats make much of the fact that unemployment
is at an 8% rate, which is higher than when Lyndon
Johnson's term as President expired. What they lose
sight of is despite that fact, there are more Americans
working gainfully today than when Mr. Ford became
President--and this is a peacetime economy as opposed
to the era of Vietnam in the days of Lyndon Johnson.

Mr. Ford, in two years, has reestablished respect for
the United States, a respect which it had lost with
many of the world's nations in the aftermath of Vietnam.

In the face of Congressional opposition in some instances,
he has endeavored to provide this country with the
military muscle necessary to defend our position and

that of our allies. To a remarkable degree, he has

been successful.

In Mr. Ford's favor, too, we think, is the ability,
integrity and philosophy of his Vice Presidential
running mate Senator Dole. The latter's voting
record in the Congress, and his campaign utterances,
lead us to believe that he would serve the country
well if, by chance he should have to assume the
Presidency. '

As the South's oldest newspaper, the Chronicle--with its
sister paper the Augusta Herald--would like nothing
better than to support a native son for the Presidency
of the United States.

In this instance, however, the concern we feel for the
welfare of the United States transcends the pride we
would feel in having a Georgian as its President.

The truth of the matter is that we do not believe that
Jimmy Carter is the man for the Presidency. His record
as Governor left much to be desired, nor are we able to
condone the repeated claims of success which he has
undeservedly made.

In that Mr. Carter has made enigmatic statements in an
effort to be all things to all people, we believe such
a stance merely serves to underscore the career of
Jimmy Carter as a political chameleon.

(con't--)
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"In other words, peace, a job, better health, better
education, no crime, or control over the criminal
situation, and a better opportunity for recreation”®
(President Ford said recently). This is the goal

we think most Americans will endorse, whether it comes
from Gerald Ford or Jimmy Carter. We happen to think
that Gerald Ford, as President, will come closer to
achieving it than with Mr. Carter, and more importantly,
without shackling the productive people of this country
with the chain of socialism. :

(10-25-76
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Albany (Ga.) Herald
(Editorial, excerpted, 10/24/76)

We endorse the candidacy of Gerald Ford for the
Presidency of the United States.

The figure cf _Jimmy Carter is composed of a political
trend -- a decayed liberalism -- that has marched about
our nation in varying forms for four decades, wearing
such labels as the "New Deal", the "Fair Deal", the
"New Frontier", and the "Great Society." The figure

of his Republican counterpart is in the symbol of old,
troubled, conservative thought and action, increasingly
augmented by a broadening middle class which is bearing
the brunt of the fiscal rashness of a heedless,
inefficient big government apparatus.

We agree with President Ford chiefly because he rejects
this philosophy of statism which stresses the transformation
of established Constitutional concepts on the mischievous
grounds that the "needs" of masses of citizens in this
atomic age require revolutionary change. Actually, the
so-called "needs" of the masses have invited a serious
neglect of the needs of individual citizens, and a Federal
bureaucracy has emerged -- the cost of which is quite
unreckonable -- with frightening power and size to penalize
the productive minority in order to care for the less
productive or unproductive. Even the highest ccurt in the
land has succumbed to socialistic ideas about the "needs"
of the masses and by decree has ordered change that has
broken down long held Constitutional safeguards. This
expanded role of the Supreme Court, in contravention of

the checks and balances theory of American government,

has been defended by an odd notion that when legislative
branches refuse to act in prescribed areas, the Court
itself, must legislate, not adjudicate. History shows
clearly that the road away from freedom and toward state
control is frequently paved with humane sounding intentions.

We cannot accept these "welfare state" beliefs of the
Democratic liberals. We cannot follow their insistent
declaration that the first demand of the hour is the
over-solicitous guardianship of an all-powerful

Washington government. It is not strong government that
we require so much as wise government, government invested
with the virtues of insight, dignity, justice, moderation,
tolerance and an acute sense of disciplined financial
prudence. The national experience under continuing "cradle
to grave security" notions - brightly termed "affirmative
activism" - has brought us ever closer to all powerful
government. Restrained democracy, functioning within the
flexible boundaries of our Constitutional checks and
balances, offers the surest guidelines to wise government.

(con't--)
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Candidate Jimmy Carter won the Democratic nomination

by disavowing these tired-blood liberal concepts,

by running as an outsider and criticizing costly,

abrasive Washington policies. His determination, his
seriousness, his quickness ofmind, his studied references
to his piety, his recognition of old virtues that

stirred nostalgic memories of simpler, gquieter times --

all these suggested a fresh opportunity for leadership.

But since then, he has spoken lengthily in an unpredictable
fashion, seeking alliances with special interests that

are wedded to a leviathan bureaucracy and, in so doing,

has badly tangled his tongue. Even at this hour people

are asking: Who and what is Jimmy Carter? which, of
course, is the direct result of his trying to be all things
to all people for vote getting purposes.

Indeed, for one who speaks dramatically of "vision" and "new
leadership", he has been unable to translate these hopeful
notes into acceptable terms. Rather, he seems to wander

in vagueness on an economic landscape that he merely
pretends to know. What both he and Walter Mondale basically
offer in the name of a generalized concern for the people --
faithful to the political badge of big labor whose price

for support is most explicit -- are convenient pledges to
yesterday, outworn new deal concepts and overlaid with
promises of special favors for all, revealing no clear
policy direction beyond continuing giveaway by Washington

to lure voters who will come hat in hand to the

public trough.

Can President Ford successfully meet the grave challenge

of our time? Frankly, we do not know. He owns disadvantages
that stir misgivings, namely his penchant for speaking without
sufficient reflection, but these disadvantages have not
seriously impaired his stature. He is steadfast and he has
conviction. He is standing forthrightly against the tide of
statism and big government. What he is saying about
disciplined economic growth and government regimentation

and private enterprise and individual initiative, he does

not always say well. But the point is that he is saying it
frankly and with understandable emphasis. Mr. Ford may be
pedestrian in his attitudes, seeking stability rather than
innovation, but he has a firm gait and he senses
instinctively America's predicament -- the mounting
barrenness of our spirit, the weakening of our resolution,
the timidity in our attitude toward the future.

(con't--)
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He rejects utterly the siren voices of those in government
who highlight subsidies an”® pensions, who trade on
government largesse for vct=s, who huckster the voters

into a circus tent by featuring handout programs as
comfortable substitutes for vigorous thoucht on past issues.

Truly, in review of his brief administration, there is nauch
‘to be said for the candor and judgment of a man who

surmounted the stormy seas of Watergate, restored order

to Constitutional processes and gave time and attention

to the many problems that confront a global power in a largely
unmanageable world. There is sturdiness reflected in

this considerable accomplishment as well as dogged courage.

We accept the President's council and posture in the
belief that a return to political and economic sobriety

is a first priority in seeking relief from the bad habits
of a moribund liberalism which has failed its humanitarian
goals and, in overreaching itself, is fast turning excess
into repression.
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Ford for President
Editorial, excerpted, New Orleans Times-Picayune

The Times-Picayune recommends that the voters elect
Gerald R. Ford the President of the United States, a
post which he came to unelected in extraordinary
circumstances and has filled in such a way as to
deserve election in regular circumstances. In this
first post-Watergate election, one of the major
questions the voters ask themselves, is, "Who can we
trust?" Jimmy Carter has made "Trust me" one of

his campaign slogans, but Mr. Ford's long prominence
on the national scene and his handling of a difficult
Presidential term argue best for the voter's trust.

President Ford was almost universally acceptable when

he was selected to replace Vice President Spiro Agnew

in a developing situation that made it possible that

he might also succeed to the Presidency. The judgment
then--that he was a decent, honest, knowledgeable

and responsible man who could be depended on to guide
the nation's affairs and restore the public's confidence
in its national leadership--remains valid today.

Mr. Ford has done his best--and done it well--with the
handicap of not having a popular mandate. There can
be every expectation that he will be able to do better
with that mandate. His philosophy seems to us to fit
the mood as well as the needs of the time. It is,
largely, a conservative philosophy that bases itself
on the strengths of the American system--free enterprise
under enlightened controls, less "government" and as
much as possible of it at the local level, foreign
policies that stress peace and accommodation, coherent
approaches to major challenges like the energy crisis.

During his tenure this philosophy has borne the fruit of
an improved and improving economy, peace for the first
time in decades and a more relaxed and better controlled
international scene. He has pointed the nation in

the right direction, and progress had been heartening even
though slowed by a hostile, partisan Congress. (That
conflict, we think, will lessen should Mr. Ford be
elected with a clear mandate.) All of this is in

sharp contrast to Mr. Carter, a newcomer even to the
national Democratic Party. The long campaign has not
made Mr. Carter much more of a known gquantity than before.
His public positions are often contradictory and abiguous,
but his clear bias is toward federal social and economic
engineering reminiscent of the Populists and the excesses
of the New Deal. His explanation of how all this is to
be financed is unconvincing, and federal fiscal respon-
sibility is a major issue and a critical need.
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Mr. Carter's promises should breed uneasiness and
fear of risks in an electorate that wants dependable
solutions rather than experiments. Mr. Ford's
continued presence in the White House should produce
an easy confidence, a feeling of both getting back

to normal and moving forward to better times for all
Americans.

(10-27-76)
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Ford For President

WHEN GERALD FORD took over the

presidency on Aug. 9, 1974, this nation's
government was in disarray and many
were fearful for the future. For the first
time in history a president had been forc-
ed to resign his office. Adding to the con-
cern was the fact that the Vice President
who was being called upon to succeed was
the first person to hold that office by
appointment.

The new President spoke to those
fears immediately, assuring us that he
would be the President of all the people
and said that “in all my public and private
acts as vour President, [ expect to follow
my instincts of openness and candor with
full confidence that honesty is always the
best policy in the end.”

In the somewhat more than two years

Mr. Ford has been in the presidency he-

has made good on those pledges, and the
nation is indebted to him for healing the
‘trauma of 1973-74 and restoring respect to
the office of the chief executive.

" He put an end to the stonewalling and
the concept of an imperial presidency
-which had developed in the White House.
He has made himself accessible. He has
been known as a President who can accept
criticism and take into account views con-
trary to his own.

~ These are signs of strength rather
than indecisiveness and they are to be
‘commended.

History is not going to say that his
two years as the “accidental President”
made him a great President. It may not
even record him in this period as having

been a great statesman. But it- surely will_

have to recognize him as an honorable
person.

Let us not forget that the nation was
not seeking a dramatic president or an
adventurous statesman two years ago. The

conventional wisdom then was that what"

the nation needed most in the interreg-
num was a president who would restore
dignity ta the office and confidence to the
nation.

Those things President Ford has pro-
vided — those and more.

In all candor, he has done some
things we wished he-had not done, among
them his early pardon of President Nixon.
But we accept his explanation that even
that was done to help put the trauma of
Watergate behind us.

Now we are faced with the question
of whether he deserves a four-year term
in the White House as an elected presi-
dent. Our decision is that he does.
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WE »\RE INCLINED to ugree with”

pollster Daniel Yankelovich who, writing
in yesterday's issue of The New Republic,
says that the best way to understznd this
¢lection is to think of the presidency as a
job to be filled. The voters, he says, are
doing the hiring and the criterion they are
using “is a particular notion of fitness.”
That concept of fitness, Yankelovich
adds, consists of three main components:
A demand for greater moral leadership in
government, a longing somehow to get
things under control, and a desire for a
more compassionate, more responsive
government. “The dominant element
among these is the first,” Yankelovich
finds.
. President Ford fits the mold Yankelo-
vich describes and fits it admirably.

MR. FORD'S OPPONENT is Gov.
Jimmy Carter of Georgia.

He won the Democratic Party’s nomi-
nation because in many primary elections
he presented himself as a candidate of
lofty principles.. He won many of those
elections because the party then was
badly divided and he provided the only
alternative to issue-oriented candidates
with Washington experience. But he was
in many of those elections actually the
minority choice of the party, a fact he
recognized immediately when the New
York  convention  confirmed  his
nomination.

Having won the nomination, he was
called upon to define his positions more
clearly. And when he tried to do that,
tried to erase the image of fuzziness, he
began more and more to appear uncertain,
unskilled and at times even contradictory.
It was no longer enough to ask the voters’
trust. He had to present evidence of real-
ism, practicality, fairness, sound judg-
ment and, above all else, determination to
promise only what he could deliver.
< In this Carter has failed.
¢ For all his talk of compassion and
‘love, he still comes across to us as a man

who brooks no interference and does not

welcome debate. He essentially has the
mind of a technocrat with all the rigidity
that often implies. He has spoken much,
but many citizens still find it impossible
to divine specific answers to questions
that need answers.
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He has served up a lot of warmed-
over theories and solutions. Behind his
vagueness there seems to be a desire to
return to the Keynesian approaches of
Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal and Lyn-
don Johnson's Great Society, without
recognizing that by so doing he is again
raising expectations beyond the capacities
of democratic government.

He speaks of his record as governor.
But that is a matters of dispute even
among the citizens of Georgia. He speaks
of wanting to use his Georgia experience
to increase the efficiency of the federal
government by consolidating agencies, not
recognizing that the conglomerate Depart-
ment of Heaith, Education and Welfare is
the least efficient and most unwieldly of
all.

He began his campaign strongly
advocating the Humphrey-Hawkins ap-
proach to unemployment, and then shaded
his enthusiasm when he discovered the
national concern about a badly unbalanced
federal budget. He has spoken of sharp
cuts in defense spending, and then shaded
those figures, too, when budget consxdera-
tions arose.

He has spoken of tax reforms, but
when he tried to become specific he
showed abysmal ignorance of what the
median income of the nation really is. He
speaks of taxing those rich who,now es-
cape taxes, which is an admirabie goal but
surely not one that would provide the vast
new revenues for the federal government
which his spending proposals would
require.

He criticizes the Ford foreign policy.
But during the second debate he was
asked: “Do you really have a quarrel with
this Republican (foreign policy) record?
Would you not have done any of those
things?” And Carter did not answer. He
evaded with a carefully rehearsed attack
on Mr. Ford's style of leadership.

He advocates a health insurance pro-
gram which he claims will cost only $12 tc
$15 .billion a year, which seems an un-
reasonably low figure in light of experi-
ence, but does not square that sort of
expenditure with his concern about budg-
et balancing. Further, his program would

-impose federal controls over doctors and

hospital charges and prearranged fees.

His shift from a gentle softness in
the primaries to strident attacks in the
fall have caused erosion of his early cen-
tral theme of love and goodness. This is
not just our observation. The Yankelovich
poll of early October confirms that the
voters have this reaction, too. That poll
showed 54 per cent found Carter still
“fuzzy” on the issues, S5 per cent said he
overpromises, 53 per cent that he changes
his stands and 29 per cent that there is
something not trustworthy about him. All
those figures were higher in October than
they were in a similar poll in August.
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The Herald Recommends:
erald Ford for. President

; IN nine days the American peop[e
«will elect a President, choosing be-
“-tween two men who have never before
.run for national office and one of]
- .whom, the incum- -
1bent was appoint- :
-»ed - rather than
~ elected. :

"7 .. This is a singular
‘;_situation in our-
-long and successful
history as a repub-
"'lic guided by demo-
,cratlc principles. It,
.-and events, have
-.created an atmo-
“sphere equally dis-
. tinct. An apathetic
public can find no

‘Ford
folk hero, such as an Andrew Jackson,
of whom it was said that “the people

“believed in General Jackson as the
Turks in their Prophet,” or a Franklin
" Roosevelt or, later, an Eisenhower.

Close observers of the campaign find .
-..that voters regard it as listless and un-

4nspiring. Granted that campaign but-
tons have become a dispensabie luxury,
. how many zealots for either candidate
have you seen wearing one? Gerald
Ford and Jimmy Carter seem to have
“ engaged more in fielding cliches than

~.in pounding out issues. Friday night’s
was the cautious bottom-.
~--bumper of all time. =

“debate”

In this stagnant national atmosphere,

.a lamentable thing, the polls indicate

that more than half of the people may
" not bother to vote. Why? See, in part,
+.'the above. See also 20 too-long months
' of campaigning. See Vietnam, Agnew,
e 'Watergate, the congressional sex scan-

~dals, blunders of fact in the debates,,
i grmdmg tax burdens as well as inequi-

+'ties, deficits that seem inescapable

‘aunder whatever President and on-
e again-off-again inflation.

 THIS is a stygian setting of gloom,

' —-but let us have enough of it. The fact:
is that two men of reasonable probity, -

better-than-average - intelligence and

-the people a choice.
Miami Herald ,

10/2/76~

|
I

. .-varied experience in government offer.

man ratner than an innovative leader,
he has captained a pretty good team. It
has reduced inflation from double dig-

- its..It can say that 92 per cent of the

work force has jobs. Mr. Ford himself
has not "yielded to pressure from the
radical right to dump Henry Kissinger
for the wrong reasons and ruffle a for-
eign policy which finds the world at
least placid if not peaceful. He can
make an argument that a Republican
President in these times is the best
check, through 66 proven vetoes, on a
big-spending Democratic Congress.

IF there is an overriding issue, we
think that this is it — President Ford’s
emphasis on stopping inflation, the
most wanton of all destroyers, rather
than Gov. Carter’s commitment to full
employment by means which we think
are counter-productive.

For this reason The Herald recom-
mends Gerald Ford for election in his
own right as the 38th President of the
Umted States. -

Choice, indeed, is what America and ‘
its system are ail about. The people’

have abused’ it from time to time but
always they have returned to it. Thus a
small vote would be a negation of
choice, frustrating democratic purposes.
No man should be elected President of
the United States by a bored minority
.of its registered voters.

If President Ford has run as thougn

he were campaigning: in Grand Rapids -

and if Gov. Carter has run as though
there were no tomorrow, each one still
presents-credentials for the present and
the future whxch should stxmulate a
choice.

" Jimmy Carter is an intriguing flgure
‘who came out of nowhere to win the
Democratic primaries and the nomina-
tion (but so did George McGovern) and:
offer some interesting theses of govern-
mental consolidation and efficiency,
zero budgeting, tax equalization and

the implied promise that a Democratic

President teamed with a Democratic
Congress might be fiscally responsible,
having a record to make, rather than

spend the nation into further fiscal dis--

traction.

(Cont.)
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When President Gerald R
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Gerald R. Fordbecame President of 'ly from.an annual r ate of about 12 per

the United States two yearsago at one
- of thedarkest momentsinthisnation’s
history. The Watergate scandal had
‘forced his predecessor toresign indis-
‘grace, something that had never
‘before happened in this country, and
had plunged the nation into an abyss of
despair. Plagued by the evilsof raging
inflation and recession, the economy
was in the worst trouble it had encoun-
tered since the 1930s. And the United
States’ longand bloody involvementin
the Vietnam war, which had begun,
back in the Truman administration,

was coming to a humiliating end.

It was a time that called for con-
competent and respected
leadership. As much as they yearned.
for a President who could cope with..
the nation’s domestic economic
problems and with its international
difficulties, the American people
yearned for a President they could
trust, a man of unquestioned rectitude
who could overcome the bitter deubts

fident,

generated by Watergate.

They found that man and that

I€adership in Gerald Ford.

. -This honorable and unpretentious
-man has responded with astonishing
‘success to the awesome.challenges
-that he inherited. His character, his
% femperament and hisviewson therole
of government have proved to be ex-
actly right for the troubled period -
“through which the country has been
moving. Consider some of the out-
standing achxevements of the Ford ad- -

mxmstranon

. Inflatlon has dropped dramatlcal-

Richmond Times-Dispatch,

10/24/76
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to less than 6 per cent

cent in 1914,,

today. ‘

e The economy is moving forward.
Within the past two years, businessac-
tivity has increased significantly; and
four million more persons are working
today than were working at the bottorn
of the recession. That the unemploy-
ment rate has dropped no more thanit
has can be attributed primarily to the
entry of hundreds of thousands of new
workers, including many housewives
seeking second jobs for their families,
into the labor market. The nation’s
economic problems have not disap-
peared, to be sure, but they have
diminished markedly under Mr
Ford’s leadership.

¢ The United States is at peace
throughout the world, and it has
regained much of the confidence of its
allies thatithadlostasaresultofits ig-
nominious performance in Vietnam.

o The White House is a respected
place again, for Mr. Ford has madein-
tegrity a watchword of his ad-
ministration. :

Throughout his- brief tenure,
Mr. Ford has espoused a phxlo-
sophy of government that is es-
sential for the preservation of a free
and prosperous America. Basically he
is a Jefifersonian who believes that the

best government is that whichgoverns

least. He knows that thesteadygrowth
of the power of government inevitably
results in the steady erosion of the

rights of individuals. He knows that
the government’s efforts to promote,
prosperity by controlling and’
manipulating business activities can’

(cont)
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be disastrous to the economy. He
knows that the best way to fight pover-
ty and to promote the economic in-
terests of all Americans is to increase
the sirength of the free enterprise
system. He knows that excessive
federal spending, even for desirable
- objectives, exacerbates inflation and
piles crushing new burdens onto the
taxpayers. Such convictions as these:
have prompted him to veto more than
50 measures, saving taxpayers more
than $3.2 billion as a result, ;

The President’s concerns about the
dangers of big and expensive govern-
ment are not simply scary theories.
Nearly every American can feel the
oppressive presence of the federal
governmentin his own life. It buses his
children to schools they wouid prefer
not toattend. It interferes with his job.
It intrudes into his recreational, and,
at times, into his social activities. It
mangles his paycheck with its in-
satiable demands for money tofinance
anexpandingrangeof social programs
that seem never to accomplish their
purposes.

For frightening evidence of the shat-
tering impact such policies can have
onacountry, consider the tragic plight
of Great Britain, which is now on the
brink of economic collapse. It has
reached that point, Prime Minister
Callaghan confesses in remarks
published on this page today, largely
because it has pursued, at theurgingof
hisown Labor party, expansiveand ex-
pensive governmental policies and ig-
nored some fundamental economic
laws.
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Gearald R. mrd

for presiden:

The Chronicle has listened carefully
to the presidential debates; it has fol-

lowed and studied the campaigns; it-

has researched the facts concerning
the two major candidates as to their
personalities, their stands on issues
and their actions. The Chronicle has
come to the conclusion:

Gerald Ford should be elected presi-
dent of the United States.

Gerald Ford is a clean and decent
man. Because the public recognizes
this, he has been able to do an out-
standing job in restoring public trust
in the presidency. Since he was first
proposed for appointment as vice-
president, Ford has been investigated
by congressional committees, the spe-
cial prosecutor in the Justice Depart-
ment, the FBI and — to be sure — his
opponents. In every one of them he
has come through clear and untar-
nished.

"We know who Gerald Ford is and

what he will do. We don t know about
.hisopponent.

We know, for example precisely

where the Pre51dent stands on run-
away government spending and its
consequent child, inflation, which
Americans have learned the past few

- yaars is the greatest economic danger

to them individually. By constant pub-
lic pressure, by veto and by whatever

other means are at his command, the -
President has managed to keep the

Congress from going hog-wild in-

trying to spend its way out of a reces-
sion and winding up spending its way
into another savage bout of higher
prices.

The inflation rate, which was eating
away every family’s ability to make a
reasonable trip to the grocery store,
has been cut more than half. Instead
of prices soaring by more than 12 per
cent a year, they are moderated to

ENDORSEMENTS

less than 6 per cent and, in fact, are
_rising at 4.9 per cent so far this year.

Food price increases are at an even

~ lower level.

These are facts, not promises. We
know the President will guard the

- value of the dollar and people’s sav-

ings with a moderate approach.

We do not have any clear idea of how
his opponent would act. Different
audiences are left with different im-
pressions at different times — that
government pump-priming would be

. the order of the day or that perhaps

inflation-fighting may be the primary
concern. Vast new spending programs
are talked of and there is no realistic
explanation of where the money is to
come from to pay for them. Then the

-impression is left that maybe there

won’t be these programs if there isn’t

. the money to pay for them.

We frankly cannot tell what the

_President’s opponent would do. And
we do not think the American people

should be in any doubt about this poli-
cy which is so.vital to their everyday
lives.

- We know that Gerald Ford has pre-
sided over a strengthening of foreign

-policy and American influence abroad

that many would not have thought
possible two years ago. In three key
areas alone — among its traditional -
allies, in the Mideast and in southern
Africa — that strength and influence

‘can be traced to the same trait that

people here find so appealing in the
President: Trust, trust that his efforts
will be straightforward.

American influence and ties with the
traditional allies have never been

_stronger. That cannot be overempha-

sized from the querulousness of previ-
ous times. Acceptance of American

* good faith efforts have made possible

the agreements in the Middle East
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"-AS THE ELECTION for Presi- streamline the federal budget, Mr.
dent of the United States draws ~rord through reducing the size of
near, Americans must make a diffi- government; Mr. Carter through

- cult decision of critical importance improving its performance and ac-
— who can best lead this naticn countability. Both promise to reduce
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Gerald Ford for
Presigdent

WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL debates con- witier t maore moeal than Geacet” the

; 4 - :

cluded and the election a week off, the time President asked in his Palace of Fine Arts

has come for the American pecople to reach dishal d one is still waiting to hear the

their decision about the leadership and dn'ec- BERAG; S Ux g g
Democratic answer.
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San Francisco Chronicle, 10/25/76
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No* Mondala—orCarter
W’M‘a me Ciﬁtr dwm Walé” Mondale

b is the bm qmrw man to heem: prwidam it

Daily Oklahoman, 10/24/76
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dizagpointing [ res.dzn::al campaign, we at To
Daily News, r"lz...y cther Americns, are naﬁ
Tl ) axcited atout efther ,,ra‘.dc....... candidate.
Sut it is our solid Selief that 2 newsgaper, like
za individual, sasuld starnd up end ‘*P counted,

Anchorage Daily News,
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save several Cabipet members and
congressicnal represeatatives, rmost recently
1aterior Seerecary Thomas Kieppe and Sen. Joha

Y
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vave had o sense ol communiziuon,
it m alwags agreement, with e 3
aumin xst'a:.ou.h t so with Jimmy Carter. Thers
‘.'-.?.3 pesen na evidencs of his awa*ene..s the sitale
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The Citizen Register

Ford at the hel
A knﬁwn quahiy

(Endorsements of - natzonal and county
candidates are made by the Westchester
"Rockiand  Newspapers * editorial- board
composed of the publisher, president, ex-

ecutive edxtor ed1tona1 wrn:ers énd edi-
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“**change,”
hazardcus at worst.
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This beclouds the superticial allure ot

-rendering it chancy at best and

~ Moreover, even at the risk of appearmg
negatlve, someone has to ride herd cn the

crandetandinag hio cnandare (af athar nan_

,(Ossining,N.Y.),lO/24/76
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A Yote to Try Carter

DESPITE the apathy. confusion and cyni-
cism that has surrounded much of the cam-
paign this yedr, the presidential election of

1976 is one of the moce critical in our nation’s’
~ R . :

historyes: . ke
This will be the first time we have selected a

president sifnce. going through three major
_catastrophiss: tie worst domestic scandal in
. our history, the ignoble climax of our mis-
- guided poli¢y iri Vietnam, the worst economic

.

risis sinca the Great Depression. .

Gerald Ford came into office in the midst of,
and served tiirough, some of the more unset-
tling events inour history. For many things
about Mr. Ford, the first president to come to

office under such circumstances. the nation-
can be grateful. He is a decent man. He has

had a sense of restraint. He has been a calm-
ing influence.
In two policy‘areas; in addition to helping

to hold us steady. Geraid Ford deserves con- |

siderable praise. He understood'that, in the
overheated and shaken domestic economy he
inherited, he had to act to bring inflation
down. And in foreign policy, not his own
streng suit, he had the perceprion to continue
to support the best aspects of Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger's policy initiatives: in
relations with Russia, in contacts with China,
in the Middle East and, belatedly. in southern
Africa. ‘

These achievemnents are real and important,

and the administration deserves full credit for -

them.

In other ways, though, the Ford adminis-
tration has left us adrift. Though some of
his vetoes have been essential, the stale-

- mate between the president and Congress is

not a substitute for leadership. Mr. Ford's
pardon of Richard Nixon, without obtain-

ing an admission of guilt or permitting a _

trial, left the needs of justice unsatisfied.’

The president has seemed not to under-
stand the special impact that his economic

policies have had in the cities. Michigan’s -

economy, and particularly Detroit’s, have suf-
fered tragic eifects from the failure to see the
special problems the tight restraints imposed
©n some areas.

' Above all, apart from revenue sharing, the

administration has had almost no strategy
for dealing with the big cities, which are in
deep, deep trouble. The effect has occasionally
been mitigated by Congress, which has some-
times forced the president to accept programs

that have helped to stave cff the worst human
disasters. But the unemployment levels in
Detroit and in Michigan are dzngerousiy
high and cannot be accepted as a long-term
condition. There has been little redevelop-
ment initiative or leadership by the Ford ad-
ministration. : :
Meanwhile, thé tax system and the welfare

' system are reaching a crisis stage. Mr. Ford

obviously cannot be blamed for these two
problems, and he could not have been ex- '
pected to cure them in two years. But our
point is they reinforce the urgent need for
leadership.

For much of the last year, President Ford
has been transfixed by the challenge of Ron-
ald Reagan. Instead of leadership, he often
gave the country reaction.

We question whether Mr. Ford can provide
rthe leadership to reform the tax system or the
welfare system, to reorganize the bureau-
cracy not simply to cut costs but to increase.’
program effectiveness. Thetre are unmet hu-
man needs in America; there are also incredi-
ble waste and mismanagement. T

Is it any wonder, then, that the opinion
polls have consistently shown that a large
number of Americans question whether Mr.
Ford's leadership is adequate? And is it any

" wonder that the country has yearned for -

something different, for someone who could
combine managerial skills and a sense of

- compassion and idealism?

LS

Against that backdrop, Jimmy Carter
emerged on the national stage. He came_
along as a different sort of Democrar—con-
cerned about human needs but aiso con-
cerned about efficiency, not totally
beholden to labor, understanding the dis-
content of middle income people, offering
hope of restored self-respect. ;

That approach, and Mr. Carter's indefatiga-

_ble _carnpaig_ning. brought him out of obscur-
ity in the primaries. There are few parallelsin

" history to his rapid rise to national promin-

ence. . )

‘As with anyone who came so far so fast,
J_lmmy Carter has aroused some uncertain-
ties. He gives complex and often subtle an-
swers to questions. He has shifted emphasis
from time to time, and hence created doubts
about his true meaning. Heis a complex man.

But we have come to believe, despite some
such misgivings, that we understand his basic
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FORD AND CARTER: A PI.RSONAL APPRAISAL

BY JOE H.STROUD

Editor of the Free Fress

THE DECISION about the Free Press’ endorse-

ment for president would have been easier for

me had the men involved been only celluloid
figures.

One of the advantages of being an editor is that
vou get to see the key people up close and to
make up your, own mind about their strengths,

- weaknesses and what you believe, as best you
can discern it, about what is right for the coun-
try. . ;

One of the disadvantages is that the-judgments
get harder, especially when there are neighbors,
or friends, or people you have come to like
involved. : : z

[ cannot say that I knew Jerry Ford when, or
that [ knew Jimmy Carter when, because I
didn't. < i

My first up-close contact with Gerald Ford
dates from St. Patrick’s Day, 1973, in the spring
of the year after he had become president under
such awesome circumstances. It was at a lunch-
eon on the campus of Notre Dame University for
Midwestern editors. I came back to Detroit and
wrote that the nation had better not underesti-
mate Jerry Ford, that he was smarter than he
seemed, and that he was a decent sort.

My view of him up to that time was not hostile,
but it was certainly not overwhelmingly favora-
ble. I figured that anyone who came out of the
Michigan Republican Party must have some re-
deeming qualities. I like Bill Miiliken as much as
any public figure I krow, and I believe that the
Republican Party of Michigan iS one of the best
and most effective in the nation.

/' But Jerry Ford was a man [ had seen aimost '

texclusively on the national stage, and what [ had
seen did not impress me all that much. I would

not really have thdught of him as a candidate for

president. .
During the contacts | have had with Gerald R.

Ford since he became president, [ have come to
appreciate a number of things about him: his

basic decency, his unwillingness to hold a °

grudge, his commitment to due process, his
sense of security about his own person and his
empathy with the people he meets.

" At times it has been difficult for me to recon-
cile the man I have seen in these few face-to-face

encounters with the public man. In terms of the
cities, which are my primary concerns, his res-

not seemed to understand the full depths.of the
racial problem in the country.

The private intelligence that I saw gid not
seem to translate into imaginative and impres-
sive programs, either ’_m"‘rol!_back the Demo-

[ PN
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" “Jimmy Carter seemed to
~make during the primaries

* --bency, which seemed for a

Sty . A ing. He has .
ponses seemed wooden and unfeeling _ asset to Gerald Ford,

cratic programs or 10.TINg a New alternauve w
them. And [ see problems mounting for the ci-
ties, and for this city I love.

,Jimmy Carter I met first in April of 1974, The
American Society of Newspaper Editors was
meeting in Atlanta. I had taken pot-luck on table
assignments. Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter *hap-
pened to be at our table, as guests of one of the
editors. . .

My exposure on that evening was even more
to Mrs. Carter than to the governor I found her

. charming, intelligent, tough-minded and disarm-

ingly candid. The governor was engaging and
gracious, but I did not automatically project him
into the White House. « .

Then. a year or so later, after he began his long
trek toward the presidential nomination. he
came by to see the editorial board at the Free
Press. I was out of town at the time—confident
that this was not a very likely prospect for the
White House—and when I returned [ was sur-
prised to find several members of the staff say-
ing, “Don't sell this guy short.” They weren’t
persuaded. but they thought he was someone

who was serious and who had to be taken seri-
ously.’- o iy

Then, in the Michigan presidential primary
campaign, he, like President Ford, came to see us
again. Or rather we met with him out at Metro
Airport. [ had watched the primary campaign
unfolding elsewhere and was intrigued. But was
there really substance there?

I came away from that encounter convinced:
that Jimmy Carter is a man of substance, that he
is on to something very basic in the psychology
of the American people at this time, that despite
the subtlety and the complexity-of some of his

" views, and the congradictions, he was a candi-

date who had something to say to the American
people. _ ; g

Much of the campaign since the primary in
Michigan, and particularly since the two con-
ventions, has been a puzzle to me as it has to
others. It has often seemed as if the question
were which candidate
could most thoroughly
blunder his way out of the
presidency. e :

The clarion call that

was muted during the fall.
The advantage of incum-

brief time to be such an

seemed to be exploited
clumsily, particularly in :
the second debate and the
handling- of the Earl Butz
incident. ;

T o N O |



.

36

The sense of ioyaity inat citizens'of Michigan
feel toward Gerald Ford seemned 1o be ger

it Free Press, 10/26/76
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The national soul-searching S0~ necessary
this year did not come. Instead, the public
witnessed a business-as-usual presidential
election campaign highlighted “by. inanity,
trivia and the commen belief that the candi-
date who committed the next-to-last mistake
would win. £ ;

Better fuck next u:ne" One can Fiope.

There is still, however, the need to make
a decision this time. That decision should go
in faver of Jimmy .

Carter and Walter F.

Mondale, the Demo- [ ChOlCES\
cratic candidates for
President and vice
president.  Although
we have some reser-
vations about the tick-
et and despite disap-.
pointment with the .
campaign, we think
they have proven
.themselves worthy of
the jobs they are
seeking — handsomely
S0. : <
The Repubhcan can-

didates—President Ford and Rooert J. Dole—-
have revealed serious inadequacics that dis--

qualify them from holding the highest oifices
in the land.

Ford’s great and important service to the
ration during his two years in office was his
restoraticn of tranquility after all the Viet-

nam War-Watergate trauma. But he showed |

-no dedication to a consistent political philoso-

phy and ran a do-nothing government void !

of good programs: It is time for a change.
Carter and Mondale, if they remain true to

the guidelines laid down by the Democratic

Party’s platiorm—and we think they should—
will provide that change. Theirs is the more
realistic vision of where this nation should be
‘going in the next four years. Theirs are

the more substantial programs for getting it
there.-They have the better intellectual equip- -
ment and leadership abilities for translating

vision into programs and making them work.
Their election does carry a risk. They have
shown little understanding of responsible eco-
" nomic policies. As advocates of an active
federal government, they hold open the possi-
bility of renewing strong inflation through
heavy government spending. That is a pros-

pect tirat must be watched carefully. Carter-

has promised to balance the federal budget
by the end of a first term in office and should
be held to that promise if economic recovery
resumes.
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Clzarer plans

for the cities...
. While holding him to that promise, the
readers of this newspaper—ivealthy, middle-
class and poor; black, white and Latino;
voung and cld; city-dweller and suburbanite—
have a greater interest in his election than
Ford’s. Carter will do more for older urban
areas, including Chicago. Specifically:
® Carter and Mondale would provide specific
aid to older cities that have given up industry

and jobs to newer areas in the Sun Belt and
smaller towns. Ford for too long spurned

. New York City during 1ts financial crisis and

has paid only lip service to the belief that the
, older cities of the Midwest zmd Northeast

“ need special help.

® Carter and Mondale stand for increased
icderal aid to urban mass transit from the

* ilighway Trust Fund. which the Ford admin-
ictration views as a virtnally inviolate source
cf highway-construction funds. .
'@ Carter and Mondale propose lifting the bur-
den of welfarc payments from the big cities
and equalizing it throughout the nation. That
would be an important step in stabilizing pop-
ulation shifts. They would also make revenue
-sharing funds available directly to localities.
® Carter and Mondzie propose a comprehen-
sive naticnal health insurance plan that would
benefit all, but particularly the poor congre-
gated in the cities.

® Carter and Mondale have a more realistic
view- of the federal government's role in
crime prevention. They would target funds
toward control of international and interstate
drug traffic and then give unrestricted grants
to localities for crime control. g

@ Carter and Mondale would take steps to
provide jobs for-young blacks and others in

the ghettos who seek work but cannot find- it. - :
- Carter’s candidacy. The first relates to i’

Ford is insensitive to this problem.

“If the above strikes some readers as an
indication that Carter and Mondale would
pay undue attention to the poor and the mi-
norities at the expense of the rest of society,
remember that democcracy and the individ-

“ual’s right to free choice can only prosper
if everyone in society is guaranteed the mini-
mum necessary to exist in safety and good
health and to have the opportunity to better
oneself. If the inner cities are to continue to
rot, those living in the suburbs carinot escape
discomfort or the danger of turmoil.

Chicago Sun-Times. 10/25/76 (Cont.)

ENDORSEMENTS
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Cnicage

... Greater vision
for the country

Beyond the-Chicago area’s parochial interc
in electing Carter and Mondale, there a
other compelling reasons in their favor:
® Carter, by promising regular and freque

press conferences and a restoration of fir
side chats with the nation, has more speciii

_ ally indicated how hLe would open the Pre:

dency to public inspection.

@ Carter’s promise to reorganize the feder
government, if he can implement it, wcu
make the bureaucracy, if not less expensi:
and smaller, at least more responsive, ef!
cient and understandable to the public.

© Carter, through his stand on abortion (X
basically favers freedom of choice) and ¢
blanket pardon for Vietnam War draft resi
ters (he would grant it), has shown a capaci:
to take unpopular but just pesitions and stic
by them despite potentially damaging politic:
consequences. Ford, on the other hand, b
adopting some of the rhetoric of his primar;
campaign challenger, Ronald Reagan, indicai
ed a greater-wiliingness to abandon principi:
® Carter has proposed programs unmatche
by Ford for protecting the environment an
natural resources as well as for providing th
nation with adequate energy supplies. Ons ¢
Ford’s great failings was his failure after t&
1973 Arab oil boycott to show leadership &
drafting a long-term energy policy.

® Carter has at least shown a willingness t:
present an over-all reform of the income-ta:
structure, making it more e.,mtable and easie;
to understand.

-Reservations
on hawkishness...

We have three serious reservations abi::

manner in which he backed away, during the
general election campaign, from progressive
and important foreign- and defense-policy
ideas. On foreign policy, he grew progressive-
ly hawkish in his discussions of U.S.-Soviet
relations, reaching a high point in the second
debate with Ford. Detente, though Ford has
shown an unwillingness to take credit for it,
is a necessity in foreign policy, as are de-
fense-budget cuts, if Carter is to find the
wherewithal to carry out his programs.

Some will argue that Carter was only doirg
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CARTER OFFERS NEEDED VISION AND LEADERSHIP

THE HARDEST PART of trying to choose
a president these days, as the large number
of “undecideds” in the polls seem to con-
firm, is that the necessities of political image-.
making do so much to warp the campaign.

President Ford, for example, spent the
spring and early summer imitating a far-
right conservative, to head off the Reagan
forces that threatened his nomination. After
the convention, the President quickly turned
back to the middle way that is his only hope

of attracting sufficient Democratic and inde- :

pendent votes for election November 2.

Jimmy Carter, for his part, has hoped to
convince liberals that he’s another Franklin
Roosevelt when it comes to social programs,
while simultaneously trying to hold the mid-
dle by talking of balanced budgets and de-
fending himself against the allegation that
he’d be just another “big spender.” As a
consequence, though the third debate did
much to dispel impressions of indecisiveness,
many voters seem to be still confused about
the kind of president he'd be.

That’s the problem with trying to appeal
to the tens of millions of citizens whose
votes are needed for victory and who no
longer vote straight party tickets. It’s why
such independents as Eugene McCarthy, who
have no chance and thus can afford state-

ments that risk alienating people, sometimes -
seem more forthright than the front-runners, °

who feel compelled to fudge on the issues.
One prime example is tax reform. Mr.
Carter at one point .criticized the interest

deduction on home mortgages. Many experts :

have done the same, observing that this sub-
sidy has given a special economic benefit to
the middle class and has abetted the. decay

of America’s cities by accelerating the exo- .

dus to the suburbs. But Mr. Carter quickly
backpedaled. He learned, as did George
McGovern in 1972 when trying to discuss the

subject of guaranteed minimum incomes,

that it’s-citen safer to remain hazy.
The Williamsburg debate did much to sharp-
en the focus of a campaign in which the

candidates, reaching for the. same : diverse-

coalition of voters, had begun to sound alike
on many of the major issues. But to many
voters it must seem that the biggest differ-

ences still are on small things, and especially

on style. ; ] o

That’s on the surface. If we dig a bit, and
look at a candidate’s entire record rather
than just what he says on the stump in this
election year, we may be better equipped to
make an intelligent decision. In the opinion
of these newspapers, that decision in 1976 is
not as hard as it looks.

Our choice is Jimmy Carter, for reasons
we'll discuss in terms of leadership, exper-
ianca and nhilosophy.

Gerald kord nas restoreq nonesty-ana ae-
cency to the White House, plus an openness
and steadiness that have done much to heal
the terrible wounds left by President Nixon.
His wife, Betty, is probably the most forth-
right and progressive First Lady-since Elea-
‘nor Roosevelt. It is too bad that her husband
does not share her evident conviction that:
one responsibility of a leader is to tell his
followers what they ought to hear, even if
they don't want to.

What has happened instead, over . these
two years of Mr. Ford's administration, is a
default of leadership, not only in matters of
personal conscience but in anything beyond
the day-to-day business of government. We
have Henry Kissinger to thank for the fact

. that we have a foreign policy: If he quit

today, to whom could President Ford turn?

We have no energy.policy. Our big cities
are in desperate trouble. Unemployment hoy-
€Is near 8 per cent, the economy is still sick,
mflatmnAis still not under control. The Presi-
dent ‘pledges a fight against crime if he's
retqrned to the White House, after two years -
of inaction. Instead of moral leadership on -
such sensitive matters as school busing and
~hartion. we get pledges to help bury the
problems by amending the Constitution.

We still don’t have welfare reform. Mil-
lions live in rundown housing, suffer the
abuses of inadequate government health pro-
grams,  attend. underfinanced schocls, suffer
because of inadequate consumer protection,
are victimized by unresponsiveness in Wash-
ington, and are expected to believe that this
administration understands their needs.

No President could solve these raging.-
problems in four years, or eight. But he
could start. Instead of asking the public tc
gauge his effectiveness by how many vetoes
he has cast, Mr. Ford could imaginatively

- recruit. some-of. the best minds in -America to
" help think our way forward. He could ignore

the big-business friends who persuaded him
to veto the strip-mine reclamation bill, and
whose aircraft sales abroad have become
more important than stopping the global
arms race. He could grasp the fact that fiscal
responsibility does not have to mean turning
government’s back on the needy.

Many voters who deplore this record of
indecision and unconcern, and are ready for
change, are uncertain about how to vote be-
cause they regard Jimmy Carter as an enig-
ma. They know that as governor he was an
activist, that his career and reading habits
and conversation show him to- have a first-
rate mind, that his experiences as a nuclear-
submarine officer, farmer, businessman and
politician have fortified his natural aversion
to shoddiness and inefficiency, that he has
genuine compassion for the helpless.
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We Know About Ford,
So We're for Carter

Conventional wisdom has it that the cur-
rent presidential campaign is duller than a
Howard Cosell-Muhammad Al interview.

Both candidates. it generally is be-
lieved. are capable of sinking their own
chin at anv given moment. narticularly

Charleston (W. Va.) RAzette,
10/25/76

ple. which fails to reinforce an opinion
already held will be ignored. Thus. we
have no illusions that this editorial wil
influence anvone to change his vote.

Nevertheless. for what it is worth we're
for Carter
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Northeast

Boston Globe, (10/26/76)
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A vote

ENDORSEMENTS

for a better spirit

.This newspaper shares and sympa-
thizes with the apathy and distrust
that many voters feel about this year's
presidential candidates. A tragi-comié
series of fumbles has made this Bicen-
t_ennial ceremony of democracy seem
I%ke a sloppy football game. But poli-
tics is not a spectator sport, despite the
overexcitement and overstatement
that has characterized modern presi-
dgntial politics. And even in the post-
Vietnam, - post-Watergate letdown,
each voter still must choose.

This year the choice is uninspiring
and fraught with doubt and risk. The
electorate is dispirited by political

~ campaigns that have managed to be

both devious and dull. But voters must
chcose, because not to choose entails a
greater risk, surrendering the hard-
won birthright that this nation so joy-
ously celebrated on July 4. The princi-
ple of free choice is the basis of the

American idea. The principle of free

choice was the reason for the Ameri-
can Revolution and the US Constitu-
tion. In establishing and guaranteeing
the choice, the Founding Fathers nev-
er said it would always be easy. :

% % % % X

; The Boston Globe endorses Gov.
Jimmy Carter and Sen. Walter F. Mon-
dale for President and Vice President.
In comparison with the qualities dis-
played by Gerald R. Ford and Robert
J. Dole, a Carter-Mondale choice oifers .
a better opportunity for America to !
emerge from its current political
malaise, economic uncertainty and
philosophical anxiety. 2

., As the first non-elected President
in history, Gerald Ford has performed
gstimably. restoring trust and credibil-
ity to the office his predecessor dis-
honored. In one sense, Ford represents
good traits of the American political
system — dependability and an ability
to get along. - :

continued--

But in many ways, Ford represents
the worst aspects of the political sys-
tem that now stands in such disrepute.

" He reflects the narrow visicn of the
status quo, of cronyism with not
enough standards of excellence. He
conveys an. ultimately dangerous
sense of drift, applying haphazard and
ad hoc approaches to important eco-
nomic and political decisions. And,
while several of his cabinet appoint-
ments have been laudable, some have
also been frankly political.

In his first decision for a new
administration, the choice of a Vice
President, Ford’s selection of Sen.
Dole symbolized political opportun-
ism. The making of the Ford-Dole tick- .
et contrasts vividly with the careful
selection process which resulted in
Carter’s nomination of Sen. Mondale.
We believe that Sen. Mondale would
be a better President than Sen. Dole.
Our recent tragic history of three Vice

" Presidents succeeding to the Presiden-
cy underscores the importance of this
issue. :

Cne unfortunate aspect of the Ford
Administration’s aimlessness is its ne-
glect of Boston and other American
cities, particularly those in the North-
east that have suffered most from in-
equities in Federal aid formulas. These
formulas have simply followed the
drift of money and population to the
Southwest “Sunbelt,” leaving prob-
lems behind. Jimmy Carter’s recogni-
tion of the special problems of the
Northeast is reflected in his proposals
for revenue sharing which would ben-

_ efit these cities more.

* % % % %

One of Carter’s chief assets is his
attitude toward the Federal bureau-
cracy, a stand he took early in the
campaign. Carter’s commitment to
reorganization, his deep belief that the
machinery of government needs tun-
ing up, remains a central factor in his
candidacy. His assertion that compe- -
tence is compatible with compassion
may bring much needed change to
Washington next year.

Carter's inexperience in national
politics led to mistakes in his post-con-
vention campaign which have contrib-
uted to voter apathy. But the inner
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‘Can’t say I'm crazy about either of them.’

Boston Globe, (10/21/76)
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This is the week when hundreds of newspapers across the
nation perform their quadrennial ritual of endorsing presiden-

Long Island Newsday, (10/28/76)
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The President’s Daily News Summary

Leading The News...
FOR FRIDAY AFTERNOON
OCTOBER 29, 1976
NEWS WRAP-UP Wall St. Journal 1,48
ECONOMY -
Economic Indicators Decline for
2nd Month AP, UPI 3
Simon to Submit Tax Reform Plan UPI, Good Morning, America 4
ELECTION
Polls
Ford surges, Carter clings,
survey shows C. S. Monitor 5
AP: Carter Ahead in 22 states AP 6
Carter Polls Show Losses in 4
key states Washington Post 6
Anderson Gives Ford the Edge Good Morning America 6
Carter Edge in State Slips
into Uncertainty Baltimore Sun T B
Ford, Carter Now Neck and Neck Chicago Sun Times 9, 10
Ford Takes Lead in California Poll New York Times,Morning Showsl0
Barometer Michigan Precinct Has
‘It Very Close Baltimore Sun 11
Qutlook
Ford Aide Calls Race Even, Claims
Leads in Texas, California Baltimore Sun 12
Out West An Awful Lot of Voters
are Undecided New York Daily News h . P
Carter Sweep of South Is In Doubt as
Two State Lean Toward Ford New York Times 13
Carter Camp Whistlin' Dixie with
a lot less Confidence C. S. Monitor 16

Outcome in tight N.J. Race Tied to
Get Out Vote Drive Baltimore Sun ) b



ELECTION
Issues
A Checkrein on Taxes

FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN
Image
Ford Closing on Self-Assured Note

Strategy

Ford Vows Effort to Trim Taxes

Advisors Consider Foreign Policy
Critical

PRESIDENCY
Nuke Plan
A Proliferation Reversal?

CARTER/MONDALE CAMPAIGN
Strategy
2 Rallies Split City Democrats
Carter Portrays Ford as Captive of
Special Interests
Carter Advisers Call Suburbia
a Must

Issues

Carter Embroiled in Irish
Controversy

Carter Refubbed on '65 Land Plea

Outlook

The Glow of Carter's Primary Drive
Has Faded in His Contest with
Ford

Wall St. Journal

Washington Post

Morning Shows

AP, ABC, CBS

wWall St. Journal

Philadelphia Inquirer

AP, UPI, CBS Morning News

UPI

AP
New York Times

New York Times
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39

20

20,

3 ]

22

23

23

24
25

26,

21



World- Wide

come. Without giving a reason,. Ehrlich-

l I He decidéE‘no? to ‘wait for the out-
man asked Judges John Sirica.and Ger-

THE CANDIDATES lured voters with | hard Gesell for permission to get started
tax-cut talk; Ford offered a nuclear policy. . on his sentence, and they immediately
President Ford emphasized to voters in ordered him to prison. .
Ohio and Indiana that a $10 billion reduction Ehriichman, 51, is the highest-rankin

in individual and cornorate taxes will be his

Wall Street Journal,

10/29/76

NEWS WRAP-UP

Swine-flu shots were given to more than
three million people last week, 50% more
than the week before. Most states have be-
gun providing vaccine for the general public
in addition to the aged and chronically ill.

* * ¥
The ‘“‘Legionnaires’ disease’ that killed

member of the Nixon administration to 2o tol 29 persons in Philadelphia last Julv and Au-
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L Business and Finance

for practices that are industry-
RIME-RATE CUTS8 may be in

wide.

(Story on Page 6)
* * *
the offing, following Continen- |  Geico posted operating income
tal Illinois National Bank's %-

. | of $1.7 million for the third quar-
point reduction to 6%%. Sepa- | ter. In the two previous periods,
rately, the Federal Reserve said | Government Employees Insurance

WAll Street Journal,

10/29/76
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Economic Indicators Decline for 2nd Month

The government index designed to predict future
economic growth declined for the second month in a row
in September, the Commerce Department said Friday,
bringing more bad pre-election news for the Ford Administration.

The decline in the index of leading economic indicators
was seventh-tenths of a percent in September, the same as
in August. It indicates that the economic slowdown may
continue.

Economists say they are not certain that the index
points to an economic decline until it has gone down
for three months in a row.

But the latest report seems certain to raise new
questions about the strength of the economic recovery,
since other recent statistics on economic growth and
unemployment have also been disappointing.

However, one Commerce Department analyst said it
was not clear from the index whether it pointed to a
further slowdown in the months ahead.

The Commerce Department revised upward the decline
in the August index, which originally was reported to
have dropped 1.5%. However, the decline of seven-tenths
of a percent for the month still is considered substantial.

The August decline was the first in 18 months since
the nation began to pull out of the deep recession of
1974-75. The index stood at 107.9 in September, compared
with the 1967 base index figure of 100.

The major factor contributing to the September decline
was a drop in new orders for consumer goods and materials.
Also contributing to the decline were the average work
week, down to 39.6 hours from 39.9 hours the month
before; the manufacturing job layoff rate, up to 1.5% from
1.3% in August; vendor performance, change in liquid assets,
changes of sensitive prices, and the money balance.

Partially offsetting these declines were gains in
business formation, contracts and orders for plant and
equipment, building permits and stock prices. Building
permits showed the strongest gain.

--AP, UPI (10-29-76)
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Simon to Submit Tax Reform Plan

Treasury Secretary Simon says he hopes to submit a
tax reform plan eliminating all loopholes and setting
a single tax rate by the end of this year.

Simon, . speaking at a news conference Thursday, gave no
other details of the plan, and did not say whether he had

. discussed the measure with President Ford.

Citing a 40% Federal budget increase in the past two
years, Simon also suggested that the government has grown
so big in recent years that it could become "a threat to a free
society."

In an interview on ABC's Good Morning America, Simon
defended Administration economic policies, warning that
Democratic efforts "to spend our way to prosperity" would
only fuel -inflation and unemployment in the important
private sector.

Simon said the government expects a 6.2% growth rate
this year and citizens should not be concerned by occasional
dips in the monthly rate of growth. He was referring to
the government's list of economic indicators to be released
Friday.

--UPI, ABC's Good Morning America (10-29-76)
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Ford surges,
Carter clings,
SUrvey snows

By Godfrey Sperling Jr.
Staff correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor
i Washington
~ How the “too-close-to-call” states go will decide Tuesdity 's
election — according to a new Monitor survey. .
Ju'nmy Carter is within 59 electoral votes of the 270 he needs
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ELECTION
Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York. Penriylvania, Rhode Island, South Caro-

lina, Tennessee, West Virginia. and the District

of Columbia.

Ford states are: Alaska. Arizona. Colorado,
Idaho. Kansas, Louisiana, Maine. Michigan.
Montana, Nebraska. Nevada, New Hampshire,
Utzh. Vermont. Virginia, Washington, and Wy-
oming.

The 16 ‘“in-doubt” or ‘‘too- c'ose-to-call
states with 215 electoral votes are:

California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois,
Indiana. Iowa, Mississippi, Missouri, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma. Ore-
gon, South Dakota, Texas, and Wisconsin.

Downward movement
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AP: Carter Ahead in 22 States

Jimmy Carter is leading in 22 states and the District
of Columbia with a combined total of 295 electoral votes,

25 more than he needs for election, an election survey by
AP shows.

President Ford is ahead in 14 states with 89 electoral
votes.  And 14 states with 154 electoral votes are too
close to give the edge to either candidate.

The survey is based on independent polls where
available, or on the consensus of experienced political

observers, campaign and party officials and reports covering
the campaigns.

In the 14 tossup states, the race is viewed as too
close to give either candidate even a slight margin. And
in some of those where a leader is perceived, the race
remains very close, and leads could change in the closing
hours of the campaign. '

--AP (10-29-76)

Carter Polls Show Losses in 4 Key States

The Washington Post reported Friday that Carter
polls, which surfaced in Atlanta and Washington Thursday,
indicated that Carter is losing not only in Pennsylvania
and Ohio, but also New Jersey and Illinois. Among them,
the four states have 95 of the 270 needed electoral votes.
(10-29-76)

Anderson Gives Ford the Edge

Jack Anderson reported Friday that, according to
soundings by odds-maker Jimmy-the-Greek, President Ford
is now the six-to-five favorite.

Earlier in the week, Anderson reported that Jimmy-
the-Greek named Jimmy Carter the six-to-five odds on
favorite.

-=-ABC's Good Morning America (10-29-76)
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Carter edge in siate
slips into: umeriamiy

By THOMAS B. EDSALL
© 1976, The Baltimore Sun

The lead of Jimmy Carter in Maryland,
a state almost exactly reflecting national
voting patterns in the past two elections,
has dwindled to an undependable 5 per-
centage points, according to a poll of 1,000
gegistered voters commissioned by The

un.

The findings of the telephone poll show
a drop from an 8 percentage point lead in
late September and the defection to Presi-
dent Ford of what appears to be a small
but significant segment of the conserva-
tive wing of the Democratic party.

Mr. Carter’s dependence on groups that
tend to turn out in relatively smail num-
bers—blacks, the poor, the young and
those without high school diplomas—may
offset his porous 5-point lead and indicates
that the outcome is in doubt. .

In the latest poll, Mr. Carter was pre-
ferred by 45 per cent of the voters sam-
pled, Mr. Ford by 40 per cent. In the Sep-

" tember poll, the breakdown was 38 per

cent for Mr. Carter, 30 per cent for Mr.
Ford.

A total of 15 per cent of those inter-
viewed from October 23 through October
25 either were uncommitted or preferred
candidates other than the major party
nominees. Many of these people are un-

likely to vote, however, and compared to

the rest of those surveyed, they were far
less sure they would go to the polls and did
not hold strong views about the candi-
dates.

Among one group considered very like-
ly to vote—persons describing themselves
as politicial activists who go to debates,
fundraisers and bull roasts, give money to
candidates or participate in the political

process beyond the act of voting—Mr.
F’ord holds a slight lead, 46 to 43 per cent.

Baltimore Sun, 10/29/76 (Cont.)

The survey by Hollander, Cohen Asso-
ciates, taken just after the final debate,
showed that Mr. Carter’s losses appear to
be centered among the following groups:
whites, Catholics, Democrats, Western
Marylanders, persons over 50 years of
age, those with high school educations and
those in the middle-income range. '

Despite the decline of his margin, Mr.
Carter was found to have gained improved
voter perception of his candidacy in the
four areas examined in the survey—lead-
ership, competence, concern for people
and integrity—while the perception of Mr.
Ford on these issues remains almost ex-
actly where it was in'late September. -

Half of the sample of 1,000 voters was
asked to rate the two candidates in these
areas, and Mr. Carter was viewed as
“very good” by sigrificantly larger num-
bers of voters than Mr. Ford on the ques-
tion of concern for people—44 per cent
compared to 23 per cent for Mr. Ford. On
the question of leadership, Mr. Carter led
by 6 percentage points in the “very good”
rating, getting 25 per cent to Mr. Ford’s 19
per cent.

The Republican nominee retained a
slight lead over Mr. Carter on the question
of honesty and integrity-51 per cent said
Mr. Ford is very good, 47 per cent said
Mr. Carter is very good.

Mr. Carter’s competence and ability
were found to be “very good” by 30 per
cent while 27 per cent gave a sumlar high
rating to Mr. Ford.

In addition, Mr. Ford’s negative ratings
—“not very good”—were worse than Mr.
Carter’s on leadership, competence and
particularly on concern for people: 33 per
cent said Mr. Ford’s concern for people is
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FORD, CARTER NOW NECK AND NECK _

The race in Illinois for President is seen as

neck and neck, with Jimmy Carter ahead of '

President-Ford by less than 1 per cent in the
latest second-round results in’ The Sun-’{'xmes
Straw Poll.

Slnfts to Ford are seen between the ‘h‘st

and second pollings of 21 Chicago wards, 14

suburban "Cook
County townships
and 18 Downstate
counties. With more
than half the straw
ballots still to be
gathered in the sec-
ond canvass, Carter
leads in all areas
combined with 490.7
per cent to Ford’s
48.8 per cert and 1.3
per cent f{o: indepen.
dent candidate Eu-
gene McCarthy. s

In the city -wards
recanvassed. ~ thus
far, Ford has picked up 3.4 per cent between
rounds. Thau still leaves Carter far ahead in
Chicago, where Mayor Daley 1s boosting his
candidacy. The former Georgia governor
leads the President in the city, 6:; 1 t0°32.9 per .
cent, with ‘acCarthy receiving 2 per cent of
the straw votes.

In the suburban Cook County towmhxps re-
polled. to daie. 'Ford is, showing even more
strength. In the traditionally Republican sub-
urbs, Ford zained nearly 5 percentage points.
He now leads Carter there, 61.8 to 36.3 per
cent, with 1.7 per cent going to McCarthy.

And in the Dewnstate counties covered

" again, Ford is seen 1.0 percentage points _

stronger. The President leads Carter in those
counties wiri: 53.2 per cent to Carter’s 45.8 per

- cent and 1 ner cent for McCarthy.
. The Illinvis " governor’s contest seems a
runaway for Republican James R. Thompson,

according to the latest Straw Poll ﬁndingt

ELECTION

Straw vote results

\ \
e Chicago Suburbs  Downstate - Totals

PRESIDENT Straws Pct. Straws Pct.  Straws Pct. Straws Pct.

Ford, 010" - 329 1,498 61.8. 2,102 532 . 4,610 488

Carter 1,997 6€5:1 365 1811 = 458 4,691 49.7

McCarthy . 61 20 - 42 13 33 1.0 g8 s SRR 1
GOVERNOR - : =0 -

Thompson 1,486 . 52.4° 1,861 73 2,771 73.0 6.118 €7.7

Howlett 1,352 47.8 546 27 1,025 27.0 2983 - 23
ATTORNEY GENERAL 5 : = -

Scott 109 - -9 .. 160 77.0 2,392 70.8 5,122 £4.0

Partee 1,403 36.1 . 4% 23.0 988 <29.2 2,879 - 36.0
SECRETARY OF STATE |- :

Harris 551- 2.9 £56 46.3 1,361 - B3 . 288 36.3

Dixon 1,850 77.1 1,14 53.7 2,099 €0.7 508 - €37
STATE’S ATTORNEY T 5 . i

Carey 1,096 434 1,466 869 - e T 2,562 54.2

Egan _ 1,431 56.6 T, S - 2,155 45.7

These figures represent a!l straw votes collected so far in the second round. : -

The "Sun-Times Straw Poll is beingb pre-

sented this yeat jointlv by The Sun-Times

and WBBM-TV, Resuits are broadcast ex-
clusively by Channel 2 at 10 p.m. eachi night.

Thompson leads Michael J. Howlett in all
areas recanvassed to date, with €7.7 per cent

~fo 32.3 per cent for Howlett. Thompson, the

former U.S. attorney for northern Illinois, is
far ahead in the Cook County suburbs, 77.3
per cent to Howlett’s 22.7 per cent. In the
Downstate counties covered a second time,

.- Thompson holds almost as big a margin—73

to 27°per cent. And even in Chicago, where
Mayor Daley has backed Howlett strongly,

- Thompson is seen with the edge so far in the.
- recanvassing. Democrat Howlett is trailing
‘his Republican opponent in the city—47.€ per._

Chicago Sun-Times, 10/2 ¥76 (Coht.)

cent to Thompson’s 32.4 per cent — but with
several heavily Democratic wards still to be
polled in the second round.

Incumbent Illincis Atty, Gen. W x‘ham i o
Scott, a Republican, stiil appears in little dap-"
ger of losing his job to Democrét challenger

* Cecil A Partee. Only in Chicago is Partee

shown ahead. Combined with the results from
the suburbs and Dmmstare Scott leads, 64 to
36 per cent. ‘.

In the secretary of state’s race, -Demucr:t
state treasurer Alan J. Dixon leads Republi-
can challenger William C. Harris, the state
Senate minority ieader, in straw vote returns
from the city, tlie suburbs and Downstate. In
combined totals, Dixon has received 63.7 per
cent to 36.3 per cent for Harris.

Incumbent Cook County State’s Atty. Ber-
nard Carey leads Democrat Edward Egan by
‘8.6 percentage peints: In the city, Egan is
ahead, 56.6 to 43.4 per-cent. But, in the sib-
urbs, Carey is farther ahead with 66.9 per

,-cent to Egan’s 33.1'per cent. Combined ward
" and township totals give Carey the edge with
. 54.3 per cent to 45.7 per cent for Egan. .-
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‘The percentages ‘or each candidate i the
areas covered in twday’s Sun-Times Straw
Buil report: '

BUREAU COUNTY
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Ford Takes Lead 1n Cahforma Poll

Special to 'rhe New York Times

"Eugene J. McCarthy, who was unable to
win a ballot spot in California. Three per-
cent more favored minor candidates, and
8 percent were undecided, Mr. Field said.
The pollwas based on teiephone inter-
views with' 1.245 nersons who said thev

SAN FRANCISCO. Oct. 28—President
Ford leads Jimmv Carter, 46 to 48 per-
cent, in a California Poll sampling

released tonight by Mervin D. Field.

* Mr. Field pointed out that this is the
first time since both were nominated that
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BAROMETER MICH. PRECINCT HAS IT VE

By CARL P. LEUBSDORF

Sun Staff Correspondent
Warren, Mich.—A barometer precinct
here in Detroit’s middle-class suburbs
mirrors all the uncertainties in next
week’s election in a state where the out-

For example, all three voters who cast
ballots for Ronald Reagan, the conserva-
tive challenger, last spring now favor Mr.
Ford. But so do three of the six who voted
for Morris K. Udall, the Democratic con-
tender. They didn’t trust Mr. Carter last

Baltimore Sun, 10/29/76

RY CLOSE e wavering, in part because

her husband plans to vote for Mr. Carter.

Jan Peardon, a red-haired elementary
school teacher, voted for Mr. Ford in May
because she didn't like Mir. Carter and
didn't know too much about Mr. Udall.

Now, she has warmed some to Mr.
Carter. “I'm not as much against him as [

“Carter has got a lot more charisma,”
he added. “But I don't really know if he
stands for anything. I don't Athinl& ;hi_ngs
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Ford aide caﬂs race even,
claims leads in Texas, C Calif,

By MURIEL DOBBIN
Sun Stoff Correspondent

Cleveland—President Ford is now in a
“dead heat” with Jimmy Carter, his Dem-
ocratic opponent, and has almost within
his grasp the 270 electoral votes needed to

Baltimore Sun,
10/2 776

ent. Basically, we have a dead heat, a

“~~'dead-even race going right to the wire,”
- the presidential chief of staff said.

Since the third debate in Williamsburg,

the electoral votes of only four of the
large industrial states.

Until now, Ford strategists had insisted
that the President must take at least five
vote-rich states, such as Illinois '~

ELECTION

W T 5P

Pennsylvania, California and Michiga

If Mr. Cheney's estimates prove accu--
ate, Mr. Ford will have well over 200 elec-
toral votes, and could rely on states al-
ready counted in the presidential fold to

In New York city and flying back to east-
ern Ohio for another day of barnstorming.
The Ford trlp will wind up late Monday in
the " '~ home town of Grand Rap-
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By JAMES WEIGHART
Chief of The News Washington Bureau
Los Angeles—If President
Ford has any hope of scormg o
éramotic come-from-behind vie-
tory over - Democrat Jimmy
Carter on Tuesday, the founda-
tion for his upset will be here.

in the West “where the Presi-
dent is running better than he
is elsewhere in the country.

That is not because Ford is espe-
cially - strong in the Rocky Mountain
and West Coast states, but because’
Carter is relatively. weak out here.
Despite the communications revolution
and the enormous impact that nation-
wide television has had on presiden-
tial campaigns in the past quarter,
news still travels from East to West
and newcomer Carter remains an ob-
scure figure in the minds of many-
voters on this side of the Continental
Divide.

This, coupled mth th'e generallv,
conservative nature of Western poli- "

tics, has given Ford an edge in the 13

Western states with 102 electoral -

votes that he does not enjoy elsewhere
in the country.
The Ford-Carter races are so close

in most of the states- and -the unde--.
isince
Tfuman in 1948 and Lyndon B. John-

cided voter groups are so large —
ranging from 10% of the electorate in
California to 20% or more in states.
like YWashington and Coloxado — that

a last-minute switch in sentiment
could give victory to either man.

But with only four days left, Ford
leads in ®ight states with 40 electoral
votes, Carter in two ‘states with 10
electoral votes. Three states with 52
electoral votes, including Cahforma,

remain too close to call. -

The eight states leaning to Ford
are Alaska with 3 electoral votes,
Arizona 6, Colorado 7, Idaho 4, Mon-

California’s the Big One

The three states. where the battle

remains neck-and-neck are California,
with 45 electoral votes; Nevada, with
3, and New Mexico, with 4.

Although all of the Western states
are- 1mportant in an election that
promises to be as close as next Tues-
day’s, California, the most populous

> and most . dxversx;fed, is clearly the

most important. It is “big casino,” as
former Gov. Ronald Reagan likes to call
it, and a must for Ford if he hopes to
win. No Repubhcan has been elected
President in this century without
carrying California, and Ford needs to
carry the West big to offset Carter’s

gia governor’s superior strength in
the East.

On the surface, Carter should have
the upper hand in California, where
Democrats enjoy an almost 3 to 2
advantage in party registration
_among the state’s 10 million voters
and hold the governorship, both U.S.
Senate seats and 28 of the state’s 43
Congressional seats. _ 3

- Tough for Democrats ~
. Bat like the nation as a whole;

. vhh.n has tended in recent years to

vote Democratic in state and congres-
sional elections and Republican in
presidential contests, California -has
shown a marked preference for GOP
presidential candidates.  Only two
Democrats have carried California
Roosevelt’s days—Harry S.

son in 1964. Richard Nixon edged
John F. Kennedy by 35,000 votes in
"1960, the only time the state has fail--
ed to vote with the winner since 1912.

‘Carter has problems in. California
that could throw the state into Ford’s
column, including organizational frie-
tion, widespread apathy among tradi-
tional Democratic voters and an inef-
fective media campaign that appears
to be. no matech for -the  highly
professmnal $1 million Ford Advertxs-
ing blitz.

Carter’s chief obstacle is an identi-
ty problem;  Democratic - voters

‘tana 4, Utah 4, Washmgton 9 ‘and- California, Oregon, Washington and

Wyommg 3. Ford margins in Colora-
do, Montana and Washington, how-
ever, are paper-thin.

. Carter leads only in Hawaii, with 4
electoral votes, and in Oregon; with 6.
But the Carter margins in both states

-the Mountain States don’t know much
about the former governor or where
 he stands on a wide variety of issues

‘that are of special interest in the
Wast Y

are so slim that a bad break in the.

undecided vote could give them to
Ford. ‘

10/29/76

"

(Cont.)

‘solid South base and the former Geor- °

.

. mary. season, partly because he

ELECTION

Since the Primaries
Carter did not campaign much in
the West during the presidential -ri-
was
confronted by .strong regional candi-

. dates like Gov. Jerry Brown in :Cali-

fornia and” Nevada and Sen. Frank
Church in Idaho, Montana and Oregon
when he went on to win the Demo-

.cratic nomination after losing all of
.the Western primaries,

there was
some residual resentment from sup-
porters of Brown, Church, Sen. Henry
M. Jacksen (Wash.) and Rep. Morris
K. Udall (Ariz.), even though all five
have supported Carter and actively,
campaigned for him.
Not Much Help for Carter

Then, too, Carter’s post-convention

smphasis on establishment support

“ from Democratic and labor leaders:

. erats,

in -

appeared to conflict 'with his early
outsider, anti-Washington image. The
Ford camp has exploited this through
negative advertisements portraymg
Carter as a flip-flop artist who aeeks
to be all things to all people.

Washinton’s Carter chairman, Jay
Pierson, conceded that the campaign
has suffered because €arter was not
well-known in the state. “He was only
out here once, in August, to speak at
the American legion convention, and
that was ba.sxcally a national speech,”
Pierson said.

That single Carter appearance
turned out to be as much of a minus,
as a plus among Washington Demo-'
who were just about evenly
split over his proposal to give Viet-
nam draft evaders a blanket pardon
— a position not endorsed by either
Jackson or Sen. \\uxen G. \Iagnuson

- (Wash.).

V\ashmgtona Democratm State
chairman, Neil Chaney, was even
more blunt: “We haven’t been able to
get Jimmy into the state. That’s one
of the problems.” Chaney said he
hoped  that Carter would swing
through Washington on \Ionday when
he plans a three-stop foray in Califor-
nia with Brown. :

The same complaint was voiced by
Wellington Webb, Carter’s Colorado

‘chairman, who «.onceded that the for-

mer Georom governor is running be-
hind Ford in a state where the Demo-
crats hold both Senate seats and the
governorship.

“I think our main problem is that
a lot of people here are still saying
that they don’t know_ much about
Jimmy Carter,” Webb said. “That is
why there is still such a very big un-
dacided vote.” *
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Carter Sweep of South isin Doubt
- As Two States Lean Toward Ford

ATLANTA, Oct. 28—Contrary to early
assumptions, Jimmy  Carter could lose

some Southern states in next Tuesday’s:
election, according to political specialists

in the region. . )
Thev cav Vireinia and Taniciana ara

N.Y. Times, 10/29/76

The leaflet was not taken seriously by close but that Mr, Carter would carrv
many Louisianians except as a reminder Texas by 3 percentage points.

of the deep suspicion of any liberal, re-; John™ B. Connally, the former Texas
gardless of his origins, that still exists' Governor, who switched to the Repub-
in much of the rural South. ""ljcan Party, said earlier this week that

The Carter slippage in the South seems he thought Mr. Ford moved slightly into
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By John Dillin =
Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor ,

With the Carter campaign
Jimmy Carter flies into Louisiana and Texas
this weekend in a last-minute effort to shore up

support on his home turf — the South.
Dixieland has become a serious battleground

ELECTION

tives present a promising target. They are
turned off by liberal appeals; they don't like
gun controls, or busing, or the Supreme Court
telling them that their children cannot pray in
the public schools.

President Ford has promised to help them in

- all these areas — and that message is being

pushed by Mr. Ford in a f{inal-hour media blitz

C.S. Monitor, 10/22/76
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Outcome in tight N.J. race
tied to gei-oui-vote drive

. Washington Bureau of The Sun
Washington — Political sources in New  of these cities.
. Jersey say the presidential race there has The problem for Mr. Carter is that

 become so close that the outcome will most of New Jersey's votes lie outside of
« probably depend on which side is better these cities, in the bedroom suburbs run-
. able to get its supporters to the polls next ning south and west from New York city

. Tuesday. and north and east from Philadelphia.
In recent weeks, both Pepubhcans and In these suburbs, Republicans hope and
' Democrats agree, President Ford seems Democrats fear that the major issue of the

The Baltimore Sun,10/29/76
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A Checkrein on Taxes

It has been evident since the

early primaries that Americans

- are restive under the rapidly

growing financial burdens of gov-
ernment, and there can be little
doubt that this sentiment will be
reflected in next Tuesday’s voting.

But any attempt to measure the °

force of that protest on a national
scale will be complicated by the

Now if this were entirely a ma-
levolent political force, the public
would rise up against it in short or-
der, no doubt. But it is not. One of
the biggest expansions of state and
local government has been in edu-
cation, higher education in partic-
ular. That expansion had a strong
mandate from the public and the
mandate still exists, although with
greater reservations than a few
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FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN

Ford Closing on Self-Assured Nole

By Edward \\'alsl‘s
Wasiinzton Post 3taff Wiiler

CLEVELAND, Oct.\ 28—President

'Ford is ending his campaign in the

most yaexpected manner, with a dis--

play of calm seif-assurance that ‘re-

flects the growing confidence of the

people around him.

His eves grow puffy at night from

P =W S N -

his last campaign . specches in an al-

¢ most conversational tone that soothes

rather than riles his audiences.
Ford gave sucha speech Wednesday

afternoon at Villanova University out-
side [hiladelphia.

“For the past two years, I have done

my best fo put this nation back on an

TN I INeE

country, desperately tryving to catch .
up with Carter, flailing away at his
opponent. The fact that he is not, that °
he and his aides seem so quitely con{i-
dent, may be mostly show, a kind of

"desperate, last-minute tactic itself.

But whether bluff or genuine, the
mood of the Ford camnaion has not

VU AL A A vusuanaavy

going right down to the wire.”

~aAwasw g wsasvas
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Ford Vows Effort to Trim Taxes

President Ford, acting as though he was certain of
election in his own right next Tuesday, said Thursday
that he would make another Federal income tax reduction
"the Number One priority in the next Ford Administration."

The President, campaigning in the Midwest, told his
audience that economic policy was the fundamental issue
of the contest and that Jimmy Carter's "precipitous decline"
in opinion surveys was the consequence of the Democratic
nominee's reliance on the discredited old formula of more
promises, more programs and more spending.
--Morning Shows (10-29-76)

Advisors Consider Foreign Policy Critical

President Ford's strategists see foreign policy as
an increasingly important issue, and, on that score, Ford
is arguing, "I've had the experience."

In a state-wide campaign television broadcast aimed at
Ohio voters Thursday night, one in a series in which Ford
has master of ceremonies Joe Garigiola inquire about issues
that Ford wants to stress, the President said: "I've had
the experience of dealing with the serious problems in the
area of foreign policy. I don't think there's any substitute
for that kind of experience...." Citing an example, he laid
claim to holding substantive discussions with more than 100
foreign leaders, especially noting that he had met with Soviet
leader Leonid I. Brezhnev.

White House staff chief Richard B. Cheney, who plays
a key role in campaign planning, told reporters that foreign
policy has become increasingly important in the closing days
of the campaign. Contending that Ford is "very close" to
victory, Cheney said the President is overtaking Democratic
Presidential nominee Jimmy Carter in the polls because of a
smooth-running campaign, squirreling away money for a last-
minute campaign blitz and a series of six half-hour campaign
telecasts in key state, such as the one from Cleveland on
Thursday night.

In Cleveland, Ford visited the o0ld neighborhood of
Republican Mayor Ralph Perk and told the ethnic-dominated crowd
that his administration wants "to make certain that what we do
politically preserves these unique things that each and every
one of you represents."

(continued)
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Without mentioning his blunder in his second debate
with Carter, which found him denying that the Soviet Union
dominates Eastern Europe, Ford told his audience at a party

fundraising dinner in a "nationality hall":

"The United

States as a matter of fundamental principle supports the
aspirations for freedom and national independence for the
people of Eastern Europe and as long as I am president of
the United States, our great country will never recognize or

acquiesce in the Soviet domination of Eastern Europe."
CBS (10-29-76)

—-AP ] ABC r

Nuke Plan

A Proliferation Reversal?

The policy on nuclear prolifera-
tion President Ford announced
yesterday seems to us a major
"step forward over the tentative
policies floated a few weeks ago.
If the rhetorical bones are fleshed

wWall Street Journal,

As actually announced yester-
iday, the policy renounces repro-

cessing as ‘‘a necessary and inevi-
table step in the nuclear fuel cy-
cle.”’ It directs that domestic poli-
cies be changed to conform with

10/29/76

PRESIDENCY

All of this, of course, is ground-
work for an international effort to
negotiate limits on the sale and
purchase of reprocessing technol-
ogy. Here the President's state-
ment hits the right points—press-

(CBS) (ABC)
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One gets
Carter,

2d Rizzo

By Ray Holton,
Paul Critchlow
and Paul Taylor
Inquirer Staff Writers

To the embarrassment of Philadel-
phia Democrats and labor leaders,
two large noontime rallies in support

af tha Namarratis tickat ara et for

22

“It would be hypocrisy at its worst
to appear on the same platform with
the Clarks, the Yanoffs and the Bow-
sers,” Rizzo said yesterday. “I
wouldn’t sit on the platform now

even if they weren’t there. They

were invited (by Carter aides); I
want them to attend.”
Rizzo said he was still supporting

CARTER/MONNDALE CAMPAI(

paign aides set up their rally at 15th

and Chestnut Streets just four blocks

away was organized by Philadeiphia
AFL-CIO Council president Edward
F. Toohey. 3

“Our rally is aimed at getting out
the vote, and that’s what we’re going
to try to do,” Toohey said. “Rizzo’s
going to be with us, and if Carter

Philadelphia Inquirer, 10/29/7
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Carter Portrays Ford as Captive of Special Interests

Leapfrogging across America in search of decisive votes in
crucial <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>