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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

October 12, 1976 

DICK CHENEY 
JERRY JONES 
RED CAVANEY 

MIKE DUVALV 

Williamsburg Debate 

It is my understanding that Governor Carter intends to 
arrive in Williamsburg around noon Friday and remain 
there overnight. 

I further understand that there is a plan for students to 
gather in one of their auditoriums or halls (field house?) 
to watch the debate. It might be worthwhile looking into 
this so we can make an early decision whether or not the 
President should drop-by. We should expect Carter to 
make a call on this in the near future. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

October 18, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MIKE DUVAL ~.A.-

Last Debate 

Jim Karayn, Executive Director of the League of Women Voters 
Debate Project, met with me today to suggest a possible 
change of format. This constitutes a proposal by the League 
of Women Voters and I have every reason to believe that the 
Carter people will endorse it. 

Karayn recommends that we adopt the Vice Presidential debate 
format for your last debate with Mr. Carter. This would 
involve the following: 

Opening statements -- 2 minutes (each) 

Question -- 45 seconds 

Answer -- 2 minutes, 30 seconds 

Rebuttal -- 2 minutes, 30 seconds 

Surrebuttal -- 1 minute 

Closing statements -- 3 minutes (each) 

The last debate would last 90 minutes. 

If there is no change in the format, you will take the first 
question and also go first for the closing statements as a 
result of the coin toss which determined the order for the 
first debate. If ~he new format is adopted, Karayn has 
agreed that there will be a new coin toss to determine the 
order of the last debate. 

Bill Carruthers and I both recommend that you reject this 
proposed change and stick with the format used in the first 
two Presidential debates. Our feeling is that the more 
direct the exchange is between you and Governor Carter the 
greater advantage Carter has because he is the challenger 
attacking an Incumbent's record. Also, the format we have 
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been using gives you a better opportunity to communicate 
directly with the panel and the viewing public in a 
manner similar with your press conferences. This is a 
format which you are familiar with and we do not see 
the advantages in changing horses in mid-stream. 

DECISION: 

Stick with format used in first 
two debates, or 

Accept League change, adopt 
VP format 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

Also Jim Karayn asked for my "informal" reaction to the 
suggestion that there be a 5th debate on October 28 with 
the President and Dole vs. Carter and Mondale or just 
between the President and Mr. Carter. I indicated that 
wa~ probably out of the question due to the President's 
schedule commitments. 

-
this 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

October 18, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MIKE DUVAL 

Last Debate 

There is one suggestion which keeps 
from people in Southern California. 
respond to a Carter "non-answer" to 
following statement: 

coming up, primarily 
It is that you 

a question with the 

"Mr. Carter has once again refused to 
answer the question. The question was 

I yield the remaining time I have for 
this rebuttal to Mr. Carter if he will 
answer directly the question asked of 
him." 

This isn't a bad idea, but obviously would only work if 
Carter did not expect it. The fact is that so many people 
have made this suggestion, I am certain Carter has been fore-
warned. 

Accordingly, I recommend that you do not use this ploy. -
Instead, we will provide you with a recommended response to 
Carter's refusal to answer the question. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 20, 1976 

DICK CHENEY 

MIKE DUVAL 

Debate Preparation. 

I think it would be useful for the President to spend two 
half hour sessions this afternoon, one on urban problems 
(to include crime, blacks, teenage unemployment, housing 
and the like), and the other on the economic situation. 

The purpose of both sessions would be to discuss how the 
President presents his positions during the last debate. 
The purpose is not to give him new information. 

I recommend the following be present as indicated below: 

' 1. Urban problems. Jim Cannon, Mike Duval, Stu Spencer, 
Bob Teeter, and Doug Bailey. 

2. Economic problems. Alan Greenspan, Mike Duval, 
Stu Spencer, Bob Teeter, and Doug Bailey. 

Obviously, you may wish to sit in on these. I think the 
sessions should be held today during the late afternoon. 

APPROVE: 

DISAPPROVE: 

SEE ME: 






