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MEMORANDUM )
1
THE WHITE HOUSE )
WASHINGTON
August 11, 1975
Ron --

I think we need to protest to the Secret Service the way we were
treated at Andrews AFB yesterday.

As soon as we learned there were difficulties, I contacted Les McClellan
for coordination with the Secret Service so we would not have = the usual
ramp freeze hinder our movements in the event we were delayed until the
departure of the President. I later reconfirmed this was our agent, Jim
Boyle, and was assured there would be no difficulties.

At the last minute, after the helicopter had departed the White House and
we had one more bus load of passengers to be boarded, I got the word we
were under the usual freeze. I immediately went to see Dick Keiser at
Air Force One, who said that under no circumstances coul d we move the
bus while the helicopter was on the ground. His comment was, "It is not
my fault the press plane is late.' Further, he made us wait until Air
Force One was moving before we were allowed on the tarmac with the bus.
This costus 10 minutes.

There have been times in the past when we were allowed to work out an
alternate route by going around the back of the control tower. We were not
allowed to do so yesterday.

On those occasions when there are mechanical problems beyond our control,
and American Airlines and Andrews AFB have gone the extra mile to get us
out as soon as possible, we sure don't need unnecessary problems from our
own people.

RAY ZOOK
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20223
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Technical Security May 20, 1975
Division

MEMORANDUM TO: Ronald H. Nessen
White House Press Secretary

FROM : Robert R. Snow
Special Agent in Charge
SUBJECT : Press Corps - West Wing Lobby

Your memorandum for the staff, dated March 24, 1975,

came to my attention with an incident complaint from
Executive Protective Service. As you recall, your

March 24th memorandum changed previous policy, and permits
reporters to wait in the West Lobby for scheduled
meetings with White House staff members.

On May 13, 1975, Congressman Rhodes was in to see the
President on an off-the-record meeting. While he was
waiting in the West Lobby, he was approached by a

Mr. Shabecoff (Press Corps) who was also waiting in the
West Lobby to see General Scowcroft.

Mr. Shabecoff began questioning Congressman Rhodes as to
why he was at the White House. The congressman could not
answer his questions and it appeared to EPS to be an
embarrassing situation.

Mrs. Elizabeth MacBeth, the receptionist in the West Wing,
indicated to EPS that this is not an isolated incident.

This type of problem is why the procedure of excluding the
press from the West Wing Lobby area was initiated.

According to EPS, not everyone in the West Wing nor all
press personnel are aware of your March 24th memorandum.
If you wish further discussion regarding this change on
procedures or possible reconsideration of your policy,
please contact Inspector Freeman or myself.

- v
Robert RS Snow o
ke

cc: Inspector Freeman - EPS

Qi-gglg
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TALKING POINTS:

Welcome to Washington and to the White House. You have
selected an opportune time to visit our capitol; the crowds
and the heat have departed and yet the weather still permits
many outdoor activities. Have you had a chance to do much
sightseeing since you have been here? (The National Gallery
recently had an exhibition of paintings from the Hermitage in
Leningrad.)

We were fortunate enough to welcome Mr. Leonov and

Mr. Kubasov yesterday with our astronauts for a presentation
in the Rose Garden during which mementos of the joint space
flight wer e exchanged. Our astronauts tell me that they were
very warmly received in your country and thoroughly enjoyed
their visit there last month. As you know, the astronauts and
cosmonauts have a full itinerary planned for their tour through-
out the United State s. We hoped that Messrs. Leonov and
Kubasov and their families carry away from this trip as many
warm memories as our astronauts brought back with them.

Perhaps you would be interested to hear how our Press Office
is organized and how we conduct our briefings.

Typical day.

Staff organization.

Briefing format.

Functions as official spokesman: How you
view your role; how your office is organized.

oWy

I understand you are planning to visit the West Coast. Where
will you be stopping? (Depending on his response, cite
restaurants, national parks or other tourist attractions you
particularly like). As you may know, President Ford has a
condominium in Vail, Colorado. It's a beautiful setting and
despite his busy schedule, he and his family try to get out

to Colorado two or three times each year to relax and enjoy
the scenery.

Tl ¥
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Page 3

As you may know, I travelled to the Soviet Union last year
with President Ford. (Mention what you particularly enjoyed
about the trip, and whether you had a chance to meet
General Secretary Brezhnev).

I have enjoyed meeting with you and hearing about your
travels throughout the United States. I hope you enjoy the
rest of your trip; I'd be interested in hearing your impressions.







W i

Georgly ﬁac;ani, 57, has ééén reporting for Pravd&-;the offici#l
newspaper of the Commuaist Pargy of the Soviet Union;-fon nearly 30 years,
He has Seen chieé of the Ameriéah Countries Deéartmen: of gggigg since about
w66, L . |
A frequent traveler, Ratién1~is cufréntly yieitihg the United States
to prepare & speclal series_of’;eports on the American acené.4 suring |
earlier visits to the United éé&teé, he filed xeports oun a variety
of topics, including ﬁhe Us Preaiaency.and American politics, US foreign
policy with Western Europe and Latin America, Asian security an& dé;ence.
Ratiani started his.career in the diplomatic sefvice. -After the |
- Second World Wgt he was assigned to Parié as a second secretary of'
the Soviet Embassy and attended £ﬁe foreign g;nisters Confercnces in
Moscow and New York as an assistant to the Géueral Secretary for Protocol
of the Soviet delegation. In 1947 he was a'member of the USSR deleéagion to
the UN General Assembly. Ratiani returned to the UN as 8 special
correspondent in September 195§.tﬁen.beca?§ Pravda's chief reporter
on the French political scege. Ratiﬁni continued to repert on French
end Buropean events until his focus shifted to the United States. .
In October 1970, Ratiani défenégd his diséfértation on the class
and Party state ‘revolutions" in France of 1940 and 1958 at the USSR
Academy of Science}qutitute of Gegeral Hisgory. Ratian{ 1s merried.

He does not speak English.
. . ; ; .i
: 14 choﬁer 1975







'MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE 6861

WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

October 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN %
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT
SUBJECT: Requested Meeting with Pravda Editor

Your office has informed the NSC Staff that IC/Ir. Pavadel Ratiani, a
chief editor of Pravda, has asked to pay a courtesy call on you on
October 13 or 14, Our recommendation is requested, From the
standpoint of foreign policy, there is no objection to meeting with

Mr. Ratiani, Should you agree to do so, we would be happy to provide
talking points for the discussion,
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'
MEMORANDUM o . Octaber 15, 1975
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE o : !
To: -~ EE WHITE HQUSE - D';lr.lRong..;ﬂessen '
Faoﬁ: | ﬁEA/P - Geofﬁe F;:éhe;man;ZJr. : ; :§<f

SUBUECT: Your Meetiﬁgfwith Tahsin éaéhir,_Spokesﬁan t:;

for President Saday

I
- i

! c
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Ron,
, v L A S
You will remember that during our own meeting we talkéd
about two main subjects for.your meeting with Bashir:.
1) U;s.'financingﬁfo:~theW”up-link" to the satellite .
for  Egyptian televigion coverage of the visit; 2) :the . .
Egyptian request for an interviéw with President Ford :
just before Sadat's arrival in Williameurq October 2?.{
Since then, the Egyptian advance team, including , !
Bashir, has arrived, has had lengthy.talks with Protocol
at State, and is now touring the cities which Sadat is
to visit. (Bashir went as far as Chicago, and then |
returned to Washington.) A number of other issues have
arisen, most of them technical--e.g.; can the Sadat {
speech to Congress be televised, canitelevision crews

- have the necessary speclal van, ‘where will the press be }.'

housed. If Basghir raises any. of these with you, I ' -
suggest you indicate 3%3% that either State or USIA is
dealing with them, and will be in cortact. S :

‘Here is where we stand on the: two main topics:

1} uUsia is.studying whethef ﬁhey‘caé help finanpe-pa#t i
:0f the satellite costs, and they 'think something c¢an’

be worked out. Two events are under discussion~-~the -

welcoming session on the White House lawn October 27,
-and Sadat's speech to Congress either October 28 or -
‘November 5. . USIA is almost certain to do the-first °
live for the Egyptians, and iis close to agreeing to y
do the second. .The Egyptians will pay for the §.§ .
-down-link, while we handle the 'up-link., Bashir id '
.probably aware of these details. ) But I do not
-you should volunteer any of Fhis;po hinm since:: ' ' 9

[t
,.
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fnothing is final and another member of the Egyptian :
~advance team is handling those negotiations. ;

2) Bashir has already raised with me the proposal for
an interview by ‘the three leading editors who
- .will be accompanying President Sadat around the v
.United States. They would be prepared to come early
‘for an interview on October 25. At a meeting last. -
Friday, which Ambassador Eilts attended, I’'relayed -
~to him your suggestion about,  adding a television = °
commentator and putting-the whole half-hour ‘ :
-interview on camera. Bashir agreed. I have left, |
.dt with him that the whole thing is under study, . -
#80 no commitment has been made. We have asked. = | ]
. Secretary Kissinger for his reaction to the proposal,
~both through our own channels and -through Brent
Scowcroft. 'Our: hope is that he will discuss it o
-with the President before leaving for China Friday. :
' The four interviewers would have to agree on the :
focus of the interview-~keep it . general, no o
- specific questions on arms ald. Purthermore, the :
October 25th date gives: Kissinger time to: brief .
the President after his return from China the day | -
before. P S . : - o

T
HEE T

Y
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Talking Points @« - - ' ‘ j b .
: \ , . .‘ ; . . ; . “;
Against that backdrop, here are the.talking points I i
propose, On most topics, I suppose Tahsin will take tﬁe
lead, so you will be responding tO'quest;ons." :

-~-Welcome the opportunity to renew old acquaintance. -
We are all looking forward to President Sadat's visit
"as a celebration of the new American~Egyptian relation-
ship and of the new prospects for peace in the Middle
East. o oo o o
--~Because of the importance we attach *o the visit, 1
want you to know that everything possible is being :
done to make it a success. . The press aspect is L
~especially important, since the visit gives the .
American people a chance to see and hear President . -
Sadat and also a chance for him to reacquaint himself
with the United States. (He was heré once before as:

President of.tha Egyptian National Assembly.)

---Building on our good experience in working together: :
in the Salzburg Summit, I hope we can coordinate as

'LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. .. | i
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chser as pogsible” what we say to .the press a;ter
bne various meethgs of the two Pres1dents.

—-——T note that the max1mum is being done to give
President Sadat public exposure: the White House
welcoming ceremony, a speech to the National Press
Club, a meeting with leading columnists and,
editorialista, a press conference here in Washlngton,
finally, President Sadat's address to Congress. I
know the State Department is doing everyvthing'
necessary about accredltatxon, and press arrangements
to make these events a success.

--=-Regarding your request for help in sendlng telev1sion_
transmissions live: I understand’ discussions are
going. on with your advance. team at USIA, and we are
hopeful something can be worked out. Decisions
should be forthcomlng shortly. :

---Regardxng the regquest for an 1nterview with the
President: We understand the importance of this l
request to you. We are actively looking into. : 1
whether the Bresxdent's schedule will accommodate i
such a meeting. ' I understand it would be for a 0
half-hour on camera. I cannot give ‘you any commitment
at this time. But an interview is p0551ble, and I
w1ll be in contact with you through our Ambassador !
in Cairo. S . . e

——-Regardlng special facilities for the Egyptian press,-
transportation, accommodations, etc.: I understand’ all
these matters are being discussed with your people
at the State Department and USIA. I know arrangements
will all be worked out. We are determined to give
you the same hospitality and cooperatlon which you
showed our press during the.visits of Secretary
Kmssinger and former Presmdent leon. ' _

™
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SAMUEL L. DEVINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

TWELFTH DISTRICT
OHIO December 2, 1975

Dear Ron:

Belatedly, I did want to express my appreciation and
that of the "Good Guys" for your excellent appearance last
month. You did a great job and made friends, not only for
yourself, but for the President.

Thanks aggin,

O.Ma—.__\

Mr. Ronald H. Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
THE WHITE HOUSE

Washington, D. C. 20500



ffffff ’_/__ E i
> % \\‘Z—Ma& &_&Mﬂ—
D "
:
b;
OO s AL







SAMUEL L. DEVINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.






Jack A,GERTZ
1000 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NORTHWEST

WasHaiNngTON, D. C. 20036

November 10, 1975

Mr. Ronald H. Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D, C. 20500

Dear Ron:

As reviewed with Bob Hartmann, our group is
set to meet with you, Bob, Jack Marsh and Bill Seidman
Wednesday, November 19 in the International Club's

Asian Room, 18th & K Streets, N. W.

Cocktails will be served at 6:30 P.M. and dinner
at 7:15,

Attached is a list of the persons (check marked)
who plan to represent our group.

It'll be nice seeing you again, Ron.

Warmest regards,
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"EDWARD M., BLOCK, Vice President, Public Relations

AT&T Company
Room 2616, 195 Broadway
New York, New York 10007
(212) 393-3551

ANTHONY DeLORENZO, Vice President
General Motors Corporation
Detroit, Michigan 48202
(313) 556-3555

KALMAN DRUCK.
Harshe-Rotman & Druck, Inc. Public Relations
300 East 44th Street
New York, New York 10017
(212) 661-3400 Florida Branch - (305) 582-0889

JACK A. GERTZ, News Services Manager
AT&T Company Public Relations Department
Room 208, 1000 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036
(202) 466-5616

HERBERT G. KLEIN, Vice President

Metro Media, Inc.

5746 Sunset Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 906028

(213) 462-7111 ' (Private Line - (213) 462-5177)

WILLIAM A. LYDGATE, Chairman of the Board
* Earl Newsom & Company, Inc.
10 East 53rd Street, 21st Floor
New York, New York 10022
(212) 755-4664 .

THEODORE H. MECKE, JR., Vice President, Public Relations
Ford Motor Company

/ The American Road

Dearborn, Michigan 48121
(313) 322-3621

CLIFF MILLER, President
Braun and Company
Suite 540, 3055 Wilshire Boulevard

v Los Angeles, California 90010

(213) 385-3481
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ARTHUR NEWMYER, Chairman of the Board

Newmyer Associates,

/ 1000 Vermont Avenue, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20005

(202) 347-9200

Inc.

0OSGOOD (Jim) NICHOLS, President

Osgood Nichols Associates
‘/ 757 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10017
(212) 759-1812

JOHN H. PAGE, President

International Nickel Company, Inc.

\/ 1 New York Plaza
New York, New York 10004

(212) 742-4000

JAMES SHEA, Vice President

Southern Pacific Company
/ 65 Market Street

San Francisco, California 94105
(415) 362-1212

THOMAS W. STEPHENSON, Vice President,

Public Relations -
duPont deNemours & Company
/ 1007 Market Street
Wilmington,

Delaware 19898
(302) 774-4855

ROBERT L. FEGLEY, Staff Executive (Chief Executive Officer Communications)
General Electric Company
/ Fairchild, Connecticut 06431

(203) 373-2768

EDWARD (Ted) LITTLEJOHN, Vice President, Public Affairs
Pfizer, Inc.
235 East 42nd Street

New York, New York 10007
(212) 573-3209

STEPHEN STAMAS, Vice President,
Exxon

Public Affairs
1251 Avenue of the Ameri'cas

New York, New York 10020
(212) 974-2440

(212) 974-3000
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The White House
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Jack A.GERTZ
1000 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NORTHWEST

WasHINGTON, D. C. 20036
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HERRICK, LANGDON, BELIN, HARRIS, LANGDON & HELMICK

ALLAN A. HERRICK
HERSCHEL G. LANGDON
DAVID W. BELIN
CHARLES E. HARRIS
RICHARD G. LANGDON
ROBERT H. HELMICK
PHILIP C. LOVRIEN
JOEL D. NOVAK
JEFFREY E. LAMSON
EDGAR H. BITTLE
FREDERICK C. BLACKLEDGE
CURT L.SYTSMA

DAVID L. CLAYPOOL

The Presiden
The White
Washingto

use

Dear Mr. President:

» D. C.- 20500

2000 FINANCIAL CENTER
SEVENTH AND WALNUT

DES MOINES, IOWA 50309

November 4, 1975

of the United States

AREA CODE 515
TELEPHONE
244-1116

DWIGHT BROOKE
COUNSEL
LAWRENCE E. POPE
COUNSEL

As I discussed with you after the completion of the Rockefeller Com-
mission investigation, I am preparing a series of monthly basic

strateqgy papers for 1976.

These papers seek to maximize the chances

of winning both the Republican nomination and the general election

while minimizing strategy conflicts between these two goals.

My November paper is entitled: "Defusing the Reagan Challenge."

Tom Stoner, the newly-elected Iowa Republican State Chairman, who
was Governor Ray's campaign manager in the last two campaigns, has
reviewed this paper.

I hope that you will find that so

He fully concurs in its conclusions.

I have expressed will be helpful to you.

Best regards.

DWB:cs

Encl.
C.C.
c.cC.
c.C.

C.C.

Philip Buchen

Robert Hartmann
Donald Rumsfeld
Richard Chaney

of the thoughts and ideas that




THE ELECTION OF PRESIDENT FORD é%

BASIC STRATEGY PAPER NO. 1 - NOVEMBER, 19
(,/\

David W. Belin

)

Defusing the Reagan Challenge

From the viewpoint of securing the Republican nomination,
- the major risk to the President in meeting the challenge of
Governor Reagan is not the risk of loss in a particular Republican

primary. Rather, the major risk is the ramifications of such

a loss.

From the standpoint of winning the November election, the
major risk to the President in meeting the Reagan challenge is
the risk of losing the Independent vote that is absolutely
essential for victory in November.

From the viewpoint of Governor Reagan, the major risk is
the‘loss in any primary where the President does not heavily
campaign. This arises from the fact that Reagan will be a full-
time candidate.

When we search for a basic strateqy that will best resolve
these three problems, there is an obvious starting point: The
major strength of Gerald Ford is that he is a full-time President.
The major weakness arises if he spends too much time in campaigning,

which in turn undermines that basic strength.



(As a matter of fact, I believe that in the past several
months the President may have spent too much time on the campaign
trail, even though in part this has been on behalf of other
Republican candidates or fund-raising events. In some respects,
this has weakened his overall standing and undermines the basic
posture that he must maintain if he is to win both the nomination
and the election: The fact that he is first and foremost, a
full-time President.)

The best possible scenario for Reagan would be to defeat
Gerald Ford in a series of primary elections in states where
Gerald Ford heavily campaigns.

Therefore, it is obvious that it is not to the benefit of
the President to heavily campaign in any state in which the
Republican leadership is strongly committed to Governor
Reagan.

Yet, the President cannot remain completely aloof from the
presidential primaries.

In resolving this conflict, I would like to euggest for
consideration the following basic strategy program:

At an appropriate time after the Reagan announcement, and
in an appropriate forum, President Ford should candidly state that

he will enter every primary,
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However, in contrast to Governor Reagan, who is a full-time
candidate, President Ford should point out that the President
must first and foremost discharge the responsibilities of the
Presidency.. Accofdingly, President Ford will state that he -

will not be able to devotea lot of time to primary campaigning,

and there undoubtedly will be some states where he does no
campaigning at all.

The President should then further state that because Governor
Reagan will be campaigning full time and because the President
will be campaigning on a very éart—time basis, Governor Reagan
miéht very well win primary elections in some states and that
as a practical matter the President should say that he is going
to win some primaries, he is going to lose some primaries, but
that ultimately he will win a majority of the votes of the

delegates to the Republican National Convention.

Furthermore, the President should declare that if he loses
primaries because he is a full-time President and is therefore
unable to campaign extensively in a particular state, so be it.
And if that, in turn, results in Governor Reagan's securing
the Republican nomination, so be it. The President will not
set aside the duties of the office of the Presidency in order

to win primary elections.



In addition, the President should publicly state what most
pragmatic political experts believe: Regardless of whether
or not Governor Reagan wins any primaries, President Ford
will be by far the stronger candidate for the Republican Party
in a geneial election, and to nominate Governor Reagan would

be a repetition of 1964.

This strategy has several key advantages:

a. This strategy emphasizes the major underlying strength
of President Ford.

b. This strategy has a basic appeal-to the independent
voter. This will be further discussed in the December strategy
paper.

c. This strategy affords a rationale in the event the
President loses a primary and at the same time puts the burden
on GoVernor Reagan to win_primary elections in states where he
heavily campaigns.

d. This strategy puts Governor Reagan in a position of
having not much to gain if he wins a primary eléction but a lot
“to losé if he does not win. Thus, if Governor Reagan wins
New.Hampshire when President Ford campaigns only two or three
days in New Hampshire, so whét. But if Reagan loses New Hampshire

under such circumstances, he has indeed lost a great deal.
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The success of McGovern in New Hampshire was not necessarily
in winning the election. Rather, it was running stronger thén
it was anticipated that he would run.

e. This étrategy leaves bpen to the President the option
of picking and choosing states in which he can more heavily

campaign for the primary elections. Obviously, the states will

be in areas where he has a favorable chance to win.

In order to consider adopting the foregoing overall strategy,
the President must sharply reduce the number of his political
trips. Instead of being seen on television screens waving at
crowds, President Ford should be seen with leaders of this
country and international leaders in Washington--conducting the
business of this country. Furthermore, when he campaigns, it
should be in his own behalf and not for others, particularly
since President Ford has never run for national office in his own
right. The real issue is not hqw much President Ford campaigns,
but rather how he campaigns. And the how must include the candid
statement that he does not expect to win the nomination by ac-
claimation, that he expects in some places to run well and in

some places not to run well.




At all times, the President must remember that he is the

President and Ronald Reagan is not. He must stick more to his

case--a candid, thoughtful, hard-working, capable President--
a case which will have several other important elements which
I will discuss in the December strategy paper.'
The overall strategy I suggest for consideration
has an additional benefit to the President of timing. Sooner
or later, Governor Reagan is going to put his foot in his
mouth. And when he does, the best place to take advantage of
this is not Manchester or Tallahassee. Rather, the best plaée
.is from the White House in Washington. And when this happens,
the President can then adjust his schedule to campaign in the
right states at the right time and defeat Governor Reagan in
‘those particular primaries with the added advantages of pouncing
on the opportunity of a fumble of the ball by Governor Reagan.
Looking at this strategy from the viewpoint of Governor
Reagan, it presents an insurmountable problem: If the Governor
wins a particular primary where the President has not heavily
campaigned, the President can readily explain that loss, since

he did not heavily campaign in that particular state.




On the other hand, if Governor Reagan as a full-time
candidéte loses a state in which he heavily campaigns, and in
which the President did not heavily campaign, how can Governor
Reagan explain that loss? The President can seize the opportunity
to come forward with one of his basic positions of strength:

The Republican Party must nominate a candidate who will have

the most appeal to both Republican and Independent voters.

If Governor Reagan loses a Republican primary as a full-time
candidate, how can he possibly garner the support of the necessary
Independent vote that is essential for Republican victory in

November?

There is yet an additional overall advantage to the strategy
I suggest: It will enable the President to do a better job in
office, because he will be devoting more time to that office.
As I said at the beginning, the basic strengthrof Gerald Ford
is that he is the President of the United States. Let us never
underestimate or undermine that strength in seeking the Republican
Presidentigl nomination in 1976.

Finally, there is one other crucial element in defusing
the Reagan challenge: Organization. There is just no substitute
for a sound, aggressive, coordinated campaign organization. There

are many people who believe that the performance thus far in the

-

VR
-7 g <
-< o
e by
& <
>



area of campaign organization leaves much to be desired. Time
is of the essence.

Initially, the organization must be centered around leading
Republicans in each of the fifty states. However, there will
have to also be a parallel organization primarily directed.
for the Independent voter. This will be further developed in
the January strategy paper.

In summary, the best way to defuse the Reagan challenge
is to combine a sound strategy with first-rate aggressive
political organization. The key to the étrategy is that Gerald
Ford is the President and Ronald Reagan 1is not the President
and that Gerald Ford as President is going to be doing his
jpb and will not be devoting a lot of time to primary campaigning.
Therefore, there will be states where he will win and there wili
be states where he will lose. His goal is not to win the nomination
by acclaimation, but rather to win a majority of the delegates
to the Convéntion, and that if he wins the nomination.he will be
far the strongest candidate for the Republican Party in a general
election.

The greatest risk to the President is to campaign heavily

and fall prey to the so-called Washington political pundits who




would write that a 20% or 30% Reagan showing is a psychological
victory for Reagan. This has to be turned so that the burden

is placed on Governor Reagan to win primary elections in states
where he heavily campaigns, and if he does not win those elections,
it is he, the full-time campaigner, who has lost. But even if

he wins some, this has to be expected. And if he wins too many,
the President can pick and choose his own battleground. It

may be Wisconsin, it may be Oregon, it may be in some other state--
perhaps even California. But let the President pick his own

| battleground and not try to campaign on every battleground.

And wherever the President picks the battleground, he should be
sure that he has a first-rate campaign organization on which he

can rely.

David W. Belin
2000 Financial Center
Des Moines, Iowa 50309

November 4, 1975
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20319

28 November 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen

White House Press Office

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Nessen:

It was most kind of you to take time off from your busy, indeed
hectic, schedule to come and speak to The National War College's
elective course on "Impact of the Mass Media on National Security. "

No aspect of our public image and press relations is of more
interest and importance than the White House. Every pronounce-
ment from there has an effect not only in our country but around
the world. It was therefore most important that the class hear
the words of the man who is most directly involved in that vital
source of media information.

Lieutenant Colonel Graf has told me how well the students received
your lecture and the candid way that you answered questions. Your
presentation was certainly one of the highlights of the course.

This is the first year that we have presented an elective course on
the media, and if it is presented again next year I hope that you will

be able to come back again and talk to the Class of 1977.

Sincerely,

. %RM
;@ r General, USAF P Py

Commandant






