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May 8, 1976 

lvfEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WAYNE VALIS 

Assistance to the Reagan Campaign by 
Conservative Organizations 

As you can see by the enclosed excerpts from February and 
March issues of''Battleline~ the American Conservative Union 
is bragging about its efforts on behalf of Reagan's campaign. 
In addition, if you read comments by M. Stanton Evans, there 
is a strong implication that other groups also have joined in 
this effort. 

.-.~ 

Digitized from Box 134 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
 



ME~ CA~ C~NSER TtYE UNION 
March 1976, Vol: X, No.3 ·· : ' 

U osts :C~mp~~ 
In In •. ependent Action 

United Press International Photo 
~~ I".'BC .1'4-"EWS survey of voters leaving the polls showed that foreign affairs played a dominant role in Ronald Reagan's 

stunning upset victory over President Ford in North Carolina. Reagan's outspoken criticisms of the Ford-Kisslnger policies 
of detente were very effective. 

L."i A BURST OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY un­
paralleled in its history, the American Conserva­
tive Union has been actively supporting the 
presidential candidacy of Ronald Reagan. In 
fact, so successful was the ACU effort in the · 
North Carolina primary March 23, where 
Reagan pulled a 52 percent to 46 percent upset 
victory, that the state's Citizens for Reagan 
Chairman. U.S. Senator Jesse Helms, said, "I 
think ACU's efforts were crucial in putting Gov. 

·Reagan over the top." 

The key to ACU's effort was the January 30 decision of 
the U.S. Supreme Court upholding the constitutionality of 
independent expenditures on behalf of candidates for pub­
lic office (see Battle Line, Feb. '76). The ACU effort has 
been entirely independent of the official Reagan cam­
paign and is not authorized or cleared with the local and 
state Reagan committees. Official Reagan operatives have 
known about the advertisements and their contents, like 
other citizens, only after the fact. 

To date, in Florida, North Carolina, and, to a lesser ex­
tent, Illinois, ACU has raised and spent some $50,000.00 
on behalf of the former California governor. In fact, it is 

(Continued on next page) 



/ eh"""'i~~;;;s of Victory 
by M. Stan tori Evans 

Chairman, American Conservative Union 

The national pundits are perplexed, scratching their 
heads over Ronald Reagan's victory in North Carolina. 
"Upset," "surprise," and "puzzling" are the words of 
common curr~ncy. 

Actually, there was noth­
ing that surprising about 
it. What happened in 
North Carolina was that 
Reagan and his supporters 
finally started doing what 
they should have been do­
ing all along: They ran a 

.... -so........... stand-up, plain-talking 
Evans campaign on the issues, 

making the difference be~ ween Reagan and Mr. Ford 
transparent to the voters. The result was that Reagan 
broke the undecideds strongly in his favor, and won the 
contest going away. 

Principal credit for this result accrues, of course, to 
Reagan himself. There is no better spokesman on the is­
sues, and when he got down to business on such subjects 
as "detente" and Henry Kissinger and Cuba, he put his 
message over vividly. That hard-punching approach was 
in notable contrast to Reagan's above-the-battle posture 
in New Hampshire, where he should have won but didn't. 

Second in line for Carolina bouquets are Republican 
·Sen. Jesse Helms and Reagan state coordinator Tom 
Ellis. Helms is a staunch conservative, highly respected 
in his state. He cut a five-minute TV spot that backed up 
Reagan on the issues, and hedgehopped tirelessly in 
Reagan's behalf. Coordinator Ellis blanketed the state 
with TV and radio ads, plus a million pieces of literature, 
and contiJ!ued battling when the national media (and some 
within the Reagan entourage) were writing Reagan off. 

The Helms-Ellis effort was the more impressive be-

cause it involved taking on and whipping the political 
macnmc ot "moderate" ~ ')Ubli :an Gov. James Hols­
houser, a bitter intrapart0e of Helms. Mr. Ford had 
been preparing to say that a victory in North Carolina \vas 
a victory for Holshouser. By the same token, the Ford de­
feat was a Holshouser defeat, clearly strengthening Helms 
supporters within the Carolina GOP. So the Reagan tri­
umph is a conservative victory twice over. 

Finally, the Carolina primary saw a substantial inde-

/

l pendent campaign in Reagan's behalf, coordinated by 
youthful attorney Joseph Beard, head of the North Caro­
lina Conservative Union. This independent effort, per- , 
mitted under the recent Supreme Court campaign ruling, 
ran 33 newspaper ads and more than 800 radio spots in 
North Carolina cities, hammering on the differences be-

\ \

tween Reagan and Mr. Ford on foreign and domestic 
policy. 

The result of these efforts was to confirm the trend ap­
parent in the Florida voting two weeks earlier. Reagan 
belatedly went on the attack in Florida, and by doing so 
succeeded in closing a considerable gap between himself 
and Mr. Ford. Though he finished Florida with 47 per­
cent, the significant fact for Reagan was that in the fmal 
week the trend was up: That movement differed sharply 
from his last-week fadeout in New Hampshire. 

The net meaning of these several primaries, despite the 
befuddlement of the experts, is therefore crystal clear. 
The power of an incumbent President is great, though 
tangibly weaker in the case of the non-elected Mr. Ford 
than in most others. That power can be overcome, not by 
dealing in unfocused images, but by giving voters a 
clear-cut reason for turning the incumbent out. In the 
present case, that means showing that Mr. Ford's per­
formance in office is rather different from his speeches. 

Reagan failed to make this point in New Hampshire, 
and lost. He made it tardily in Florida, and gained sub­
stantial ground as a result. He made it consistently and ef­
fectively in Carolina, and won the primary free and clear­
defeating the incumbent President and an incumbent 
governor in the bargain. Great is the power of issues; 
properly handled, they will prevail. 
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Chairman's Comment-

Getting Togethl-=_ 
by M. Stanton Evans 

Chairman, American Conservative Union 
On the evidence of the third Conservative Political 

:-\ction Conference, the American right is beginning to get 
Its a~..t together. 

... _ 

Approximately 500 con­
servatives assembled here 
last weekend at the behest 
of the American Conserva­
tive Union and Young 
Americans for Freedom. 
They heard a gaggle of 
speakers in-cluding five 
U.S. senators and two 

Evans governors, plus numerous 
congressmen, state legislators, academicians, activists 
and politi~al professionals. And they cast an unsurprising 
prestdennal preference vote for former California Gov. 
Ronald Reagan. 

All of which is routine fare at these political gatherings. 
and not itself sensational news. The aura of expectancy 
that surrounded last year's conference, when conserva­
tiv~s were torn be~e~n new party and major party 
opuons, was not this time apparent. The separate de­
cisions of Reagan and Alabama Gov. George C. Wallace 
to pursue their candidacies inside the major parties have 
set the short-term agenda of the right. 

Yet there \\·as news aplenty of another sort, involving 
the long-term outlook as well as election prospects for '76. 
This is the rising level of co-ordination among various ele­
ments loosely identified as conservative but not previously 
noted for working in common harness. This includes not 
only such veteran stalwarts of conservatism as· National 

The roll call of speakers suggests the catholocity of 
the enterprise: Sens. James_ Buckley, Harry Byrd, Jesse 
Helms, William Scott anc ·om Thurmond; Govs. Mel­
drim Thomson of New Hampshire and James Edwards 
of South Carolina; Reps. John Ashbrook and Philip Crane; 
William Rusher, Milton Friedman, Patrick Buchanan, F. 
Clifton. White, Phyllis .schlafly; John Sears of the Reagan 
campaign, Charles Smder of the Wallace campaign, and 
so on. 

. Equally instructive were the issue groups appearing on 

I 
the program: The National Right to Work Committee the 
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear A~s, 
the Na~ional Coal.ition for Ch~lct:en~ the American Security 
Council, the Nattonal Tax Limitation Committee, Ameri­
c~ns for Eff~ctive Law Enforcement, the National Right to 

\

Llfe Committee. These are groups with large and en­
er~e~ic constituencies of parents, taxpayers and political 
actiVIStS. 
. All o.f these organiza~ons have focused in the past on l 

smgle-tssue.areas ~f maJor concern to their.members, and 
of course will contmue to do so. But they seem increas­
ingly aware these days that they confront a common ad-

,' versary and are thus embarked upon a common venture- f 
'~·h~ther the issue up ~or .discussion be forced busing, 

( 

hm1ted government, objectionable textbooks, abortion or ~ 
so-~alled "child devel~pment." To the extent that they 
achteve a sense of untty they are a potentially explosive 
force in American politics. 

\ 
R \ iew and Human Events but also a melding of academic 

\ and political interests and a blending of traditional and 
libertarian emphases. 

Also suggesting a rising sense of a conservative com- . 
munity was the almost tangible feeling of rapprochement 
among conservative Republicans, Democrats and new 1 

party activists. Much more than in years past, these ele· 
m:nts see~~d to grasp their overlapping interests and 
evi?ce a willingness to work together. This fad was sym­
bolized by the warm reception given not only to Reagan 
manager Sears but also to Wallace director Snider, who 
drew applause and cheers from what was essentially a ! 

\ Reagan crowd. 
Rapprochement was also evident in the presidential 

preference vote, which saw Wallace finish second, Reagan! 
first. It was apparent that many of the Reagan voters 1 

looked on Wallace as a second choice, or at a minimum a\' 
frate~nal spokesman stressing issues and representing a 
const~tue~cy congruent with Reagan's. A greater degree 

It includes as well an ingathering of groups and con­
;;tituencies that have. hitherto been focused on single­
Issue .area~, and of still others that have not specifically 
been Identified as conservative but have come to see the 
common thread that binds them all together. The result is 
tile development of a tentative new consensus among 
what have preyiously been fragmented interests. 

f umty, In sum, than has been apparent on the right in 
years. 

--------------------- ---i\i[~\i81~R~iiir>.Ai;Pi~i(~\i~i()~~--------------------------i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE May 26, 1976 

FOR: Ronald H. Nessen 
--------~~--~----------

FROM: WAYNEH. VALIS~~ 

For your informat1or1 -------X 

Per our converaatiorl --------
Other: 

Re: Continuing Conservative Assistance 
for the Reagan Campaign 

Enclosed is the latest direct mail 
effort to enlist funds for Governor 
Reagan's campaign. This is another 
unauthorized effort which won't be 
charged to the Reagan Committee. 

Also attached is a recent Reagan 
Committee direct mail appeal. 



A Project of: 

Young America's Campaign Committee 

Dear Friend: 
-

Your assistance on a most urgent project could mean the difference between 
victory and defeat for Ronald Reagan in the June 8th primary in California-­
the most important primary of the campaign. 

That is why I am writing tci you today. 

Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan are in a virtual dead heat for convention 
delegates coming into the California primary. The winner of the California 
primary will take a~ extra 167 delegates to the convention. 

These 167 delegates will mean the margin of victory for the Republican 
presi9ential nominee. More delegates are at stake in California than New 
Hampshire, Florida, Vermont, and North Carolina combined! 

Ronald Reagan's stunning defeat of Gerald Ford in the North Carolina 
primary was a result of his aggressive media campaign in that state prior to 
the voting. 

That is why the Reagan California Fund has been established by the Young 
America's Campaign Committee. We intend to place spot radio advertisements 
throughout California a week prior to the primary. 

We have entered into an agreement with the nation's top producer of radio 
advertisements. 

Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., the star of the television series The FSI, has agreed 
to do the narration for the ads. 

They will be targeted in communities across California with the precision 
that was apparent in the media blitz that brought Ronald Reagan victory in 
North Carolina. 

Production costs, distribution fees, etc., will be $25,000 and that amount 
is needed at once. Unless we receive that amount by May 25, 1976, the ads by 
Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., cannot be run. 

These ads are the most economical and effective method for reaching the 
millions of California voters. Ronald Reagan's chances of victory in California 
wi 11 be severely set back without them. As a result, his chances for the 
Republican nomination could be lost. 

That is why it is vital that you send what you can today. Please send at 
least $20 today. If you cannot send $20, we will be grateful for whatever you 
can contribute. But we must have whatever your generous contribution by May 25. 

919-18th Street, N.W. • Suite 800 • Washington, D. C. 20006 
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It is important to consider what Ronald Reagan 1 S defeat could mean for 
the Republican Party. 

Consider the record of the Ford administration and the possibility of 
its continuing should Ronald Reagan lose the California primary: 

1. There would be more appointments of left-liberals into the 
administration such as Charles Goodell and Nelson Rockefeller. 

2. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger would remain, throughout 
Ford 1 s term, continuing the policy of one-\'Jay-street detente. 

3. The United States would continue its second-rate military posture 
and perhaps slip to third rate or fourth rate. 

4. The United States would continue its policy of surrender of 
American possessions such as the Panama Canal Zone. 

5. Deficit spending would continue unabated, witho'ut a voice o.f 
leadership coming f~om thi White ~ouse. · 

Before you decide how much to give, I should explain that the Reagan 
California Fund is an independent organization, entirely separate from the 
Citizens for Reagan campaign committee. 

Because it is an independent committee, the Reagan California Fund may 
solicit funds from individuals beyond the $1000 limit. Thus, if you have al­
ready contributed the maximum $1000 to the official Citizens for Reagan cam­
paign committee, you may contribute up to an additional $24,000 to the Reagan 
California Fund. 

In addition, while the official Reagan effort in California is limited in 
what it can spend on behalf of Ronald Reagan, our cowmittee can wage an all-out 
effort to win in California without government-enforced spending restrictions. 

If any contribution could tip the scale for a Reagan victory, your contri­
bution to the Reagan California Fund could be it. Please be generous, and soon. 
Thank you. 

?-n~-ere v0} . 
( // C?{£/; 
~n~binson, ~irman 
Reagan California Fund 



vduNG AMEFiiCA'S cArv1PAIGN c<ThirviiTTEE 

Air Date ___________ _ 

Radio Spot Number _____ #2 __ 
Title ________ 6_0_S_E_CO_N_D_S _ 
Narrator ___ E_F_RE_M_ZI_M_BA_L_I_ST_,_JR_._ 

60 SECOND RADIO SPOT 

I, LIKE YOU, AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY. I, LIKE 

YOU, HAD HOPED THAT AFTER WATERGATE GERALD FORD WOULD LEAD US AWAY 

FROM DEFICIT SPENDING, APPEASEMENT ABROAD, AND MILITARY WEAKNESS. I 
. . 

HAVE CONCLUDED HE HAS NOT DONE THIS. INSTEAD HE HAS FIRED A SECRETARY 

- OF· DEFENSE WHO DISAGREED \HTH ·KISSINGER'S · DETENTE, ACCEPTED AMERICA'S 

STATUS AS THE SECOND STRONGEST NATION IN THE WORLD, IS ACQUIESCING IN 

THE GIVE-AWAY OF THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE, AND HAS PRESIDED OVER $100 

BI.LLION IN DEFICITS IN JUST TWO YEARS. RONALD REAGAN IS MY CHOICE FOR 

PRESIDENT BECAUSE HE PROMISES A NEW SECRETARY OF STATE, THE RESTORATION 

OF AMERICAN MILITARY SUPERIORITY, NO GIVE-AWAYS OF AMERICAN TERRITORY 

SUCH AS THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE TO LEFTIST DICTATORS, AND, HE PROMISES 

A BALANCED BUDGET. IF YOU BELIEVE AS I DO THAT STRONG LEADERSHIP IS 

NEEDED IN THE WHITE HOUSE AS WE ENTER OUR TWO-HUNDREDTH YEAR, THEN I 

URGE YOU TO VOTE FOR RONALD REAGAN IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY. THIS IS 

EFREM ZIMBALIST, JR. THANK YOU FOR LISTENING. 

END END END END END END 
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Ronald Reagan 
1835 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Republican Contributor: 

Now, it all comes down to California! 

Our overwhelming win in Texas, with 67% of the popular 
vote and all 96 delegates, has taken me a step closer to the 
Presidential nomination in Kansas City. 

As Governor of California for eight years, I worked 
successfully with a Democrat controlled legislature. 

The Texas primary has once again proved my ability to 
work with Republicans, Democrats, and Independents. 

As a result of victories in Texas, Georgia, Alabama, and 
Indiana, my campaign, which was written off by the press weeks 
ago, is only a few delegates short of first place. 

However, the California primary (with 167 delegates to 
the winner) will decide who will be the Republican nominee. 

As you know, I•m no stranger to running in statewide races 
in California. And, of course, r•ve always \'iOn. 

But this time the stakes and circumstances are different. 

That•s why I need your help to overcome a problem I am 
faced with in my home state. 

It is a very serious problem. And it has to be solved if 
we are to win. Let me explain ... 

My campaign has been conducted on the issues. I have 
spoken out clearly on the need to get government out of the 
lives of our citizens, and on the critical importance of main­
taining a strong military posture which is second to none. 

And I have not dealt in generalities ... ! have called for 
specific action ... reinstitution of the death penalty, a con­
stitutional amendment prohibiting school busing for the purpose 
of racial balance and one which would allow voluntary prayer 
in our public schools. 

I have also called for the deregulation of our economy, 
the creation of a balanced budget, real welfare reform (along 
the same guidelines which we used successfully in California), 
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and the transfer to the states of specific welfare, education, 
housing and community development programs that can be better 
handled on the local level. 

Yes, I believe I have spoken out clearly, running on my 
record as Governor of California, and proposing positive solu­
tions to the very serious problems which confront our nation. 

There are other facts and proposals I feel I must share 
with my fellow Californians and all Americans. 

And that is the problem. It is essential that I be able 
to take my campaign directly to the people on radio and tele­
vision. 

I am convinced that they will understand and support my 
efforts to strengthen our military defense posture while at the 
same time reducing the size and power of government. 

I am confident they wi 11 aid my efforts to take the power 
away from the bureaucrats and their friends in Washington and 
restore it to the peop 1 e in whose hands it rightfully be 1 ongs. 

This is where you can help. Only you can makP it possible 
for me to speak to the voters over TV and radi0. 

I must have the capability to reach the people with paid 
TV ads and radio spots. 

In the past, when I have tried to reach the voters through 
press conferences and interviews, my positions have often been 
distorted. 

This is why I must go directly to the people on TV and 
radio. 

Yes, it is more expensive ... but it is also more effective. 

Our needs are urgent. My campaign has been instructed 
to start reserving TV and radio time in California. 

Later in May we are going to have to pay for this media 
time. 

That is why Citizens for Reagan (my official campaign 
organization) has established the REAGAN MEDIA FUND. 

This .fund will be used to buy media· time in California 
and other s~ates between now and the convention in August_. 

I need your contribution of $15, $25, $50, $100, or even 
$500 or $1,000 if you can, by r~ay 25th at t:;e latest. 
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The primary in California is on June 8th, and we are going 
to need at least two weeks of heavy TV and radio to win. 

If you wi 11 give my campaign your trust and your support, 
I will do my part ... ! will speak out clearly on the critical 
issues which face this nation. 

I will continue to campaign long and hard against the abuses 
of the growing federal bureaucracy and for a strong foreign 
policy and national defense. 

I will continue-to make proposals for specific solutions 
to our nation•s problems. 

As I wrote you earlier, .it all comes down to California. 
The winner W·ilf be the nominee. 

Our needs are urgent! I ask for your immediate support. 
Thank you. -

(?~ely, 

Ronald Reagan 

P.S. Due to federal regulations, all political TV and radio 
must be paid in advance. We can•t say "charge it ... 

I would hate to see one second of our reserved TV and radio time 
canceled for lack of money. 

Please send your personal check for any amount between $15 and 
$1,000 to the REAGAN MEDIA FUND, today . 

P.P.S. Citizens for Reagan will not be soliciting funds in 
the period after the Republican National Convention, inasmuch 
as funds will be provided under the new Federal Elections 
Campaign Act. That is why it is important that you support 
Ronald Reagan today. 

Under the new election law, the Republican National Committee 
is the only committee allowed to spend up to $3,300,000 in 
direct supp.ort of and in consultation with the Republican 
nominee for President .. In addition, .the RNC plans to .actively. 
support Republi~an candidates for the House of Representatives, 
the U.S. Senate and for candidates for Governor. Accordingly, 
we feel it is important that you financially support the RNC 

"> 

! 

in addition to your financial support of Citizens for Reagan. ~ 

./"\~ .TiR 0 I 
Thank you. """ < j _, -;;, 

' "< ~' :l'. . ~· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIII.KGTO!'Ii 

June 7, 1976 

FOR: RONALD H. NESSEN 

FROM: WAYNE H. VALIS 1\.}-JO-J-/V~ 

SUBJECT: Bob Farrell (of Business Week) 

Richard McCormack, now of the American Enterprise Institute, 
advises me that Bob Farrell, of Business Week, wants to do an 
interview with the President. He said that Farrell is very sup­
portive of the ·President and would favorably treat him. 

If you want further information, you should call Farrell or 
McCormack (296-5616). 

cc: Richard McCormack 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1976 

WAYNE H. VALIS 

RON NESSEN 1--.ld 
We have had under consideration for some time an interview with 
Business Week. Obviously, this magazine looks favorably on the 
President, and the only matter to be resolved is when to give the 
interview so that it will have the maximum impact for the President's 
benefit. 

I will certainly be in touch with Bob Farrell and/or Richard McCormack 
when we have decided upon a date for the interview. ' 

Thank you for your interest. 
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