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Ki June 17, 1975 

-
LIMITED U.S. STRATEGIC pqg~ E A:R POSTURE 

Q. Can you shed any more light on the story that the Air Force has 
begun training for fighting a limited nuclear war? Is this a new 
policy? What is the President's position on this? 

A. The policy of flexibility in the possible employment of U.S • 
. · .. . 

strategic nuclear forces is not new. President Nixon addressed 

this issue in his foreign policy report to the Congress in 1972 

and Secretary Schlesinger has addressed the issue repeatedly 

for a year a:td a half. For a more detailed explanation of the 

rationale for this policy I would refer you to the 1976 Defense 

Posture Statement. The strategy of limited strategic nuclear 

~ ~""' . force is c;aae option Mft8ft!: e~h:e•a for the U.S. M eeflieid~ 
~ J, .... j,.-:.). 

~.I a ~aeie &Gatift,;efte')" ~81" our armed f.orces . to siue ih~!Yt 

(l ~e,~ty of response.Wlat has cb:ai acteMI!I8~ OUI defense 

pesbzrs si:ass las early 19601 ....,.. 

I cannot comment on the s~ecifics of military planning along 

these lines, but I wo~d refer you to the numerous public 

comments made on the subject over the last several years • 

.. .t ~ -.,- .· -· 

• 

Digitized from Box 124 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



June 19, 1975 

NUCLEAR EXPORTING NATIONS MEETING 

(Binder, N.Y. T. 6/18/75; Berger, W. P. 6/19/75) 

Q. Can you give us any more details about a meeting in London 
of eight major nuclear exporting nations? 

A. I believe the State Department referred to the meeting 

yesterday, but I have nothing additional to give you. 

FYI: The State Department itself did not get into the specifics of 

the meeting since the participants decided that they wanted 

to conduct the meetings without any publicity. 

State Department Guidance: 

All I can say is that officials from so~ countries met in 

London this week to discuss common problems concerning 

nculear energy. The discussions '\1\e re confidential. It was 

agreed that we would not na.m.e the countries that participated 

or reveal the contents ci. the conversations. 

· .. 
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June 23, 1975 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN KOREA 

FYI: - Attached is a cable with guidance on Schlesinger's comments 

on nuclear weapons in Korea. 

If asked what the President• s policy is, you should say that the United 

States maintains contingency plans for any situation that may arise, but 

we do not anticipate the circumstances such as were hypothesized in 

the Secretary's news conference on Friday. 



U.S. Defense Posture: Strike Options 

Q : Do you rule out a nuclear first strike by the U. S. ? 
Would you consider using tactical nuclear weapons as 
a first defensive response rather than conventional 
weapons or ground forces? 

A: The U.S. position has been and continues to be that our 

defense posture must be both flexible and determined. 

In order to be prepared for all contingencies we must have 

a full range of options. We must be able to make deliberate 

choices and to meet rapidly changing conditions under any 

circumstances. Let me simply say that we will respond 

to whatever degree is required to protect our interests. 

A summary of past public statements is attached. 
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. cretary NcNamara before Senate' Armed Ser~ices c~ir .. 'llittee~; Feb.ruary 22, 1963'~ . 
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Nil'itary Procurement Au.thoriz()tion, fiscal Year 1964: · · ~ ·· · ~ • · · 
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·. 
It is reasonable to conc1ude that the overall ·impressio.n created by these 

staterr,ents is that the United Sto.tes is afraid to use nuclear weapons for 
fear doing so would i~mediately nnd automatically escalate to a holoccust 
Har, that is the ,impression I get .a.nd '.I think it is probably. th.at it 'is the- · · 
impr,::ssion that Khrushchev get~. · . · · ~ · · · . · ·. t.. .,. • · 

. ' . .. . . . ' . . . . . . . 

Yet the ·world knows that· the C6rr.munists have a vast superiority in combat, 
forces for conventional 1·1arfare including first-rate armored units and the 
largest tact1ca1 air force: in the world. · · . · · · . 

,• ' . . 
Coupled with this they have inte.riO'I .. ·1ines of supply and ccr.:munication •• 

a.nd an aggressive attitude to conquer the '.-torld and some pretty weak oppon ... 
1ts on theit borc!er!i·like Iran,. Burma, India. and Thailand. 

. ~ \ . . . . . ~ 

If, ir. vie\'/ of these· facts,Khrushch.ev decides to .cha11e.nge the u.s. and 
allied conventional forces on a broad scale, what do you intend to do about 
it? '·• , 'I 

·I ~ t , r • • , • 
. I • • I I 

Secretary McNamara. First, iet me say that we have ·stated many, many tiine.s--. 
! have stated on se~eral different occasions, I stated it in Germany, r have 
s~c.ted it on .three occasions_ I can rcca11 in thts country .. -that we wi1} use . 
vmateve:r 'deapons are, necessary to protect our interests, including nuc1ear. · 
\..:::a~ons. Pravda has printed my statements because we ha·~e had the.m returned 
to us. Ther-e has. been conversation among the Soviets regarding such state-· 
r~n+-.~ !:;(": 'r ' ot·,J i1~ -t-ntl ~,...,nC"'~~,4i."'9"'1"t"' ~"~r"' _.., .. ~ ~~-t! ... ~!\'-""! t...:i11~;,r;;"';~~~ 
.... _,., -- -· ,. , .:. _......,._-. -~-.0..,.,_-_..:..:. ~ ·. ·~~...:·-·~~··..: #- '!,.!.~·-+~ ·- ....... ~! ...• ~ ••. :;:1'' .... - - . 

.... to use nuc ea':' \·;eapons in aerense of our interest. . .. .__. 
~ ,......,.. l ., . • :~ . . ., •. , ' 

Finally, 1t is perfect1y.6lear that Khr~shchev believed we ~ould uiilize 
r.uclear 'tieapcns or any other \·leapons necessary to destroy·the missiles v1hi<rh 
he derloyed in Cuba. It is clear that·he be1ieved that by the action he took 
(delete~) and it is clear that he was right in his belief because we would. · 
~ave used whatever weapons were necessary to destroy those !llissi.les moved 
1nto Cuba. . . , . · . · . :. · \ ·. ·':.. · 4 
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So. I \think that the:premise on which the.s~atement is made is incorrect.,. 
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Se:-~ator Thurmond • . :)ir .. : S~c-~etary·, d1d I understand you to say if'tactical 
n~c1ear weapons are used that it ~ould probably bring about an escalation, 
that is, a general nuclear war'?-=. · · · ·. 

,. • • • • ,' ' :. ' • .. l ~ • t • • ; • l ·_ . 

. s::cretary f•1cNamara. I think 1t \·JOu1d·be very diff1cu1t to .handle or use · 
that typ.a of m:c1e~r \oJeapons so as to be certain that ·one c.ou1d avoid ' 
escalation to strategic nuclear war. ~ 

•· : I• 

Senatcr Thurmond. ~!e.ll', ·if you had a conventional war·, whfc.hever side was 
icsing -~:ou1d _probably go. to t~ctic~l nuclear \-:eapons. ti~fore. being de?troyed. 

: ·~· . . .• . .. . .. . . . . . . . r . . 
S..:::creta;y r~cNamara/ This is a-questi01~ that·.on1y the ciro . .anstar1CE:;S could 
thrcv.; 1i;;ht on .. !.can't ans'tler it . .- t don't knu'd '.'that'·the Soviets \·fou1d do .. 
~-kfiow we have stated publicly and tha public expressions represent cur 
po1icy, that we would use tactical nuclear weaoons or any weapons--~--·~ 

~.;,;;..,._...,~....,,.~~~ft.1'~~~........... ..,..._.,...,· 
. .;; ·. *' . * • * . -' ''·I 
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'·:retary ~1cNamara. \~e-·~:wt:: st;rtr::d m.ibli.cl.v trat we. \10U1.c!...t.!.l:.i.:JJ.ze,..Jtbatayer . 
• ~'"'"'· s · .:> ·ro. r~r rl$ <:-" rv""l'l ...... ,.~ ;;:;;,-;::,"'-~":'; ;::-·~:t;·,;·~ "':f·:::-:.~;-;·;:.:"'-,?' • o~-t:.:; +- ,. " our no 1 icy, 
"Y""''' -l :_. ·-- ..... -- .,.._ •• w.,.. ·.r-.A',.. .. ._-....,~.,. .... ,_,._w~~.~·"'_."'_.,.. ......... .._ ... ~~..,... ~~""'""" ;;;;a r 

--at,;-;;e-v;rl·r foiTc··~-r:naiPo1icy. ~~hat poiicy the Russ·lans wou.1d fo11mf or., 
the .Cci7 .. "::lmi st b1 cc would .. fo1 i 0'1J I can't say. 
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(c··;-:i:t~~ on Atomic En.:_rgy, Jur.e 29. 1973."
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i4i1 1'itary. AilP1icat1ons.of . · ··: 
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5~~J:cr D~minick. ·Let ~e pose·another questio~ to you. When I was briefed 
b G-2r-:-:J1iy 4tnd u vc:1riety of oth'3r places in 1961, h'hich ~·ias a-long tir.:e 
c.~J. t!~e ~cssib)lity of being able to contain a. mass ·COffVe(ltiona1 attack. 
;.::s r.ot vi~· .... ed,h•ith a~y gre;~t _p1aus/~i~ity ~y us_ •. ( · · . 

S:..p;:cse the Soviets and the· Hars.aw. Pact· countries shouia ·decide .they .,.:ere 
s~i~g :o conduct a conventional attac~. not nuclear) how long w6uld we.be · 
.:.::·1:: to withs::and that_n?W.\•Jitl~ ~o~ve~~:io!1~l fol.;c~s 01_11~! · ~-;.t' ·.·. ·' 

c~~.::-.::.1 Gccdpas~ar.". I ~·lould put itt}~1s \·iay. This is a: vi~~~· th~t f have \ 
h~ic r.o· ... fol" sc"!e years. If they. were· to come against us with the full .. 
for~2s ~~ail able to them and sustain the attack and take the losses that 
i-,:: ccilid i;;.~ose on them. ·\·shich v:ou1d be· very heavy, ·and if ·things \..;ere to 
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SJ r:::;;sor:3.b1y i·iell. for them in this ·process, then within a short pericd of 
,- • r te 1 i ev~ that \•Je \'IOU) d Of"" ro....'"l.~;::.aiJt%1--.:ii th .t~~-U.f-:.f.g_~ "it;t t.Q..j.rtyoke 
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.... ;., ~ t.v. pravt:nt ·tn~ rupture or our niallf.ba:t;t1e posit1ons. · 1 • · 1-. ' .. 
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S~cretar)' HcNamara before. Subcorr.rni t~ee of House Appropriations Corrw-n1 t~ee 
. ' 

. . . . .. -:'' ·-~ 

Depart;:,ent of· Defense Appropriations for FY 1965 •. February ll, 1964:~. · 
•' • ' • , ~ I j• • • . '• " o • ;. • • • ~-. -.,.. ~!i'i!Elo' .('' ·~:-c~J.-_ o • . . . 

. . . . ' . 
1·\r. ~lahon. Hr.· Secretary, af'ter the Korean war we ·were quft\! disenchanted, · 
and th~ Secretary of Defense ca~e before this co~mittee and told us that ·/ 
it was the resolve of. the administration never again to deal with a s~tu~-= 
tion such as we had been confronted with in Korea i~.the way w~ did, and 
~he ir;.p1ication was \ve·wou1d use nuclear \veapons and that we .wou1d achieve 
C:ecisiv2 r~iilitary victory.· The massiv~ reta1iation the.ary \'I~S. in ·full f1ower 
during the 1950 period, .parti~ularlY after the Korean war!. 

NoH, there seems· to be sa:n·~ unc2rtainty 'as to whether or not we are 
Hilling to risk and employ our maximum nuclear potentfa1. in a wan· Have'.we 
c~r;.e to the conc1usion in the De.fense- Departii1ent .th1lt we w1J'\,.not use; and 
\·lill not t.e cal1edupon to uset stra~eg1c· nuclear- weapons?~· • .... ·I . 

. ' 
Secre~ary McNamara. We hope we will ·not be called upon to use th~m, because'· 
we believ~ our power is so great and so apparent to our opponents that they, 
reaiiz,~ that • .. :ere \'l'e culled t;pon to.use them, He wou1d literally destroy . 
t~ 3 Soviet Union and its associated satellite states. ·But certainly we have' 

co:::e to the point v;iie.re \·ie. v;ould. say .to. ourse1ves ,, or .... t_o, .. ot~ers~, that ".-.~e 
_;d r;ct.L:se thc-.1:1. Clearly rle \'t'uuld use them in the protection of ou\4

• basic 
national interests including the collective defens~ of the.free world. But 
h'\! ~~111 not enc21nger the survival of. our Nation and our allies for anything 1· 
iess than a threat tnat.was.oirectect at that s.urvival. i .... · L · · 

•· ,. ' ' . \ ' . 

t·k. t•lahon.; !f· the s1~irv\v·a1 of the Nation is d.efinite1y th~eater.ed, we 1Wo.u1d 
hazard the use of nucle.;,r weapon:s in order· to prevent it. would we not.? 1 i ·' 
• • • , I • . •• : ... r .· 
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Secretary ~kNamara before Senate Annc:d Services Committee·. ·February 2.2~ 1963 ,. 
; · i I . 

Military Procurement Authorizttion; Fisca1 Year. 1964: . . . . ' ~ 
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S.::nat-::n· Thurmond. Nr. Secretary, ·in his book' 11The U~certafn Trumpe·t," · 
G.t:n. t·1ax~'ie11 Taylor lists three situations which he says are 'the only ones 
i:-:::::ginabie in which our atomic retaliatory forces rrii'ght be d~1.iberate1y use.d .. 
These situations tare, and I quote from Genera1 Tay1or's· book: 11 

'. ·. . . ; •• . . 1 

Th·o clea~·cases \•:auld· be an atomic attack on'the continenta1 United. 
St:::tes or the discovery of tndisputabie evidence .that such· an attack ·. \ 
w.::.z a::out to take place. A thitd possible case would be a major attac.k­
u;;cn i4estern Europe; since the 1oss of that area to com:nunism \~ou-ld · · 
u1timate1y endanger our .~·~t1cnal __ s~rviva1. . : ·. :·: ~ ..., : 

' . I .. 

use of our: .r~§-.t£.Jla.~ ... f.o.r,.ces now reflected .1 n 
. ·. } ' ; t 

. ·, . 

, I 

r can~t.specu1ate on a11 the situation~ that might justi_fy such use ... .....,..., .. 
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· · · ~~creta~;· Mctlamara b~for~· Senate Armed S,ervices 
.! . • • . . . I 

Corr1m'\ tte.e, ·February 2.1 , 1963; ·' 
I ' . • " • 

. . . \ . .. 
Nilitary' Procur·ement. Authorization, Fis.cal. Year 19?4-:·, .. 

.. . . .. : .. . .. 
•J • t • ' .• 

..... •;•··· I b!\Te rctid D:r. Eothoveo'!'l JJJ')~eeb, n.nl% O!l I e~te<t 1!: i!'l.ll r:ttl:H•r ph{1( .. ~­
'. ' .. f;(;pb.lcrtl ul:o;;coors110 .ou Def~rl~ Jl<?licie~ In rel:ttion to Christian· f:.'tlllt':'5. Wltll 
· { rt'fP.r~nce to the porticular lll<illl!' ra1:<i!d by S~untor Srniln:.tou. 1\:tlll~l;r, om• 

poli<:.7 e>tl the lll'G ot t.'tctlcnl nnch.!:ll" 'n'•:u;x>UK, ro.rh~l" th:'in C<.lmment. on Dr. 
Enth.,,en'" lll'X'<:t"ll I br!li~\'P lt 'W()\lld be more u.sdul It 1 were- to tMtn.t<C" nt tbi• : 
tu:.,lnt onr pr.sitfoo on t.bi:> mn:.t~r. \ 

... l n mj "Vcr-; li n:t npp~artulco l>e(orB thlu. committee 113 S~retney of Dcteo:~(!T 
. • ot1 Ar•ril4, l!."ll. t s~u t~:. l 

"'rlwr~ hna be~n a: tend1mcy lilncC" tho en1l n' tb(l. Kt'lN"l\11 wAr ·to l!mph1!RI7.'(" . 
. t.llo ll!J<:i€'!1:' c:~pnbillti"ff tJf th<!'ii?! tnrc,'~. '1~~~~~ <.·ar:~hi\iti<:>~ nr~. or· ~OUI'l'(~. 
es..entinl to· our ov.-.:·~u tmt!onnl Atrtltt>:.::)'. r.\uce nll o! •mt• i'Ot'r.'(!/1. h:tve l\. rolf!' 
In ~:"er.,.l'al nndl'll.r '<Vnr. Ev,..n in llr..Jit<.>:l w;::r sttu:tt!oos, we- ·nhou1d·. not P""" .. '. 
dmle th~ t::<:\1 ()f t:lctlc:ni nnt·i~nr '\\'i?r:IPOn:J, fl.lr :::o oue. cnu tore~>'!","!- llOW sttch 
,.ltnntl•lnl! mi.r:ht I!~T;.>\op. :13\lt rh1~ •l<·r:i>'ion to ,~mplo;; tnr.Ucnl nudN't::' 'l"enp<;nlil 
in l!ml~d. conflicts 1\b.,nhlnot b& !orce;l tlll'lD. Ill; !'lmpl? b.;><"<Hr~ 1'\1)' )Hl\"!i!' ""' 
l'lthc!" m('lll1:t to <:of!'!' w!til tllnm. 'DH're .nrc- :nnn7 pn""<>lhh R!tnntron~ In 'n'hJd1:· 
it t'.'<Jillrl fff)t he r:u"'ifnhle Cit' fcn~<ihle to u~ r-r.ch wl'of)()ll"· Wb:JI: tA> hdng ..• 
prf')l••'>scd at. thi.'f ti:n~ I" .n<'it 11 r~'''"tl'.'ll ot c.•'':' e:~:\Min::: l'n•:t.·mrt\ pnHc;r b11t Ill)··. • :: 

inC'r't'llf'~ In l'l•ll' tl()nnodC'flt" cupullllltlP.~» tu tlrOYit!0 11 J;l'Cntcl.". o.l:'f('tei" of ver1>11tlUq ·· ·. 
· ·. ·, to ourllm!ted l\'llt' !orc-c!t •. " ·, .: . . .. " ~ ;. ..• 

.. . ~. • . .. . ••.. . ~ . r: . ;. 1/ f .: 

• J : 

· ~ome threo ·nn<l n bnl! mmllh!i btcr <:.>n :r .me '}{, 11);11, ;4 Apli!'arc•l be!ore t:bl!f . 
<:Mnmltr~~ to r>resect Pte~iu~:lt: 1\:eom:d;~J tbf:u s<;t It n:? .co.dment3 to thll 
ilsr;nt s~ar J.\)•)2 bn•l;;e;t and to re:rp1~Ht .1M'It!l'l:l 1\ a1;tnn1 •~:1'• ma tot" llPllrOprtR•·. 
t!<'lll~ {'or nlrcruft :Dit<.~il::-. ., nil ru1 l'nl V!! .. ~<:lri,''· ,, ··that. tlmn ~~~~: 

"';lo tc~V very Mt"f'liH:l;r thnr. tnn · U.H.· T),~r-;n;o..~ T·:.'!tfl.hlb;lim~nt mu,_t hll.'Vt! n 
$;'T<"llt.'r d,..;:r"<! (,f li'!XIllittt;,r in rc,;pom.lln;.:- to l':lrt!clllnl." 1\ltnnLlfll:'ls. \V<} nt'<!t.l ·. • 
tl' <!X;1::ml tlH!- ;-tu:~c- or militnn.- alternnth'fr'~ ovallt~ble tQ. r.u .. l't"l!\l•lent ln; · 
tneo<:!.!n:; thl} llind or. fiituatl<•n wb.l<:'o. cay cuntront u.s ln mal!it:tlntu~ tn;.r ~l-• 

· tim:. 1n Rat"!in. . . • · : · 
"i. want to mak~ d•!:lr. 'h<n:ve"l'<':t', t'~at l'hl!< d<.><';..J llot mei\D we nr~ le'!'Wttlo;- the 

ez!~tlve:Je!l" o~ ou:- w cr!cn.l :ou•:li:!•l r cnp~ hili \leiS, AK I point\'<\ out trl y"ur 
e>Julmittee Mrller thi;; '7~r. •;;;~en !n Hmitt•<l wnr 1:1ltmHlm1~ we !lhoolrl flQt: 
prtldttcl'l the 11!'"' nf tal"";•"llnud~>nt• wer:ponr., fct' n? onP. r..r.o for~l!e· hot>" !'illdll 
.n!tr.nt\on~ ml::;!.Jt d~V!!inp.' Wh::xt; we ure pr'lpMln:; r:o<7 Is not ouly to l'ftnm~tbco.: 
Ol!i" m:r:t•~i\r cnpnl:>ilit!<:'l hnt n!.~o ttl lncrca:~ om" nmmnclr.nr- cn.rmblUtl~ to pco­
vl·l~ 0. ntl\l ::;'f~fltl't' (1<:-t!rce (l( ~<:r'<ll til H;r t(}t1UI' 1:1\llltnry (OtC<;:S," ·! ~ 
· · Or. Jr:m11n~y :.n, 1:m:.!, !n mt np~nrnr.c:a·IH:f"r~ bi~ C(>tnmlt.toc w flr~nt thr.!:_ 
tts~:nl yenr- l(",.J:~;.- D·~!~n.:-;e prn~:c:~ m nnd l~i<.~3 Dcr~nr..e l>udt:d:, l ~tn tad: ' · 
. "A!tt1r lon; nnd bt~nulve htu!ly, ·wu ll:tl'e rcacbetl the conelnslon tll11t.. '1\'bl\e 
<lllr nud.:?:lr t\rrf:f:"'' ll.~· incir:n~L'It;, r.r~~t•!r I!"::Jphnsi<J thttn tn t.h~: pn:;t mu.,t. be- · 
,:;1-ren, biJth b,7 our:-.t!i ·~ nml Oilt" ~.\TO a !lie:~, t')-our ncnnuclP.ttt" .torce'!J.,_,'l'hlli 
doo"' ::tl'lt ::n;mn tbt. '\7<: w·oni.cl h~:;ir..-:.te to u;;o ilUClt?nt" -.:rM;;JOr..'J.t:v~n -A~ Lunit\!'11 · 
\';'n:' SitUClilon';tr. n~o;:d.. As l. iltatcll· ill my-.U.tJix'.:trtll1CO bt<for~ tlt<t <:Qlllnlfttee· 
ln.~t ifi)rJr\;':-"*-"""·-··•... · _ . · 

" •• " • Even In Umlte(l '1\':tt' ':'lltnn tlon!\ W(• ~<hnn1<1 not preclude- thll \1lh~ ot 
· t1'1.r:tlcat n•tdear wenprm::. tor no olle c:1m fCJrcfil~t: hn~ g11t:h ~>ltnatton~t rnn;-h~ 
·· rlt!VI!lrrp:•· Dt1t tlHl'·d~l•if>n· til employ t:1c·tlr.n1 nudcar wnrtnnn" in llm\t"•J !""!'~ 
%lh~t~ th•~,.!lrl ~n:; te trn"r,e{i !,li1•)n. Hi+ 1->lmpl.V br-rcU~if) ~,.-n h~~~, ftf}. ntb'?:- rnt:tn:a · 
tn. cni}O v:tth thP.m. Tncr<:~ nr~ many p.;:,~lbit3 sltnatlfm" In which tt 'lnmhl nnt 
U(l niJ-;J:~'lble or fen~;iblc- to t;:l'~ :;nch wcnrmn~. Wh:J,t I~ h"ln;r prc1't?Md nt this 

' t.imt- ls oot n reve.rml or om• cxls;lln~:r ~at.lonnl poll('}" b•:~t no. lnc:rellse· lu cnu• 
Mnouc!cnr cnptlbiUtle:rt to ~rovt<.le A g~ent~r uc;:;reo or ver:onUll.tY to.r.mr lhnlt~ 

· wn r t!)rren.' " · 
lo thl) sto.t~m~nt "n'llich I l'lm t'll'C!'antin~ to t\1~ ~mmltte-e thi~ ye-n.-r (on th& 

·: fi:;ml ;!'ear l:Ji>-; .... 1";; tll!'!tJn:oe t>r.,J:ranl nnu lHIH dr:CI!no;e bml;;(!t) I trco.t tbe ~~nme 
. : pnli~;;- In ffillCh t;rt.:>:tt!!r uct:Ut ll~u. tn t~ct, od•lres.!l my,:;.:lt tQ tbc vr:ry }"~{'lint 

rab:t><.l bj' Sennto::- S:c-min::ton, I bcllu~e 1e 'l"ould br: t'C'orthwblle- rr:~alln~~:" thf'h<~ 
Jllft'!H;rnphs here. In tnl!;Jn;r :~bout. tllo u~ to lncrenM!' our coc.Telltionnl forces 
1n Ettrop~ I llny: · . · · . 

·· "The> rlO!!Sihil!t7 t'hnt wa mn7 hn;re tt> fl;;l:e nonnoelror 'l'l"nrn ln RrmtheMt: A11ltt, 
th~ :'>1!\l<ll~ En'it', nnrl oth~r nr(!~ll qt th~ t><Y!'Id iff ncceptl'<l, f:Qnf'.rnlly, t\'lthf)Ut 
nr:;nrn~nt, but; r.or;. oo with '":;:m-t to F:urop~. :-rn.o.y pe-ople woulri lJel!e\"e t}lat 
a.o::r mlil~cy act1on In El'lr£•£Jt-; !'hort ot n 'rery minor probe, woutci· require tbo 
imtno>dlnte \l!'<l~ of. nt1d~>nr 'n'r::~pons. ar.u I &t:-e!::<' tho word "lmmc-Ulute-.. " Cet"· 
tr.inl;r, n mul'>lh'e nttnck on W~l'ftorn Eurnrr, woul•l hn:ro to be tnl!t. witll whnt• 
~"~r t~"C'DJ'll.tn!; nro n!c;ulrw to t:onnt<?r it. 'I'!:nt llcfl ulwny!:! b>o.;n tbo policy o! th& 
\'/,-..~t~rn r:.llt.'l!"'.~,..!~ .lt.:-;:1, I t:1-;u r!~:;~:Uf~lly ~vt:P,J t ... 1:::n~· t~d~~ committ-e}:? t~-=:~t 
•cv"n i:'t ;[::;lt::·.l Will" lll~nt.JOt>>l WO G;,;oui\.l U.Ot t•t<:CiUIJ.•l 4:CU Ulii<l ct. tO.CtJcnlllUC~I:.lU' 
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"Howerer, '1\"e ~n:r Wt>tt'bo tn<'<!d witn ~tnatil)ll:l l.n Euro~ 'lrhfJre Jt wonh'lllat. 
b~ to the. nd~nu~..a::;e o( ours!!lll\''1 or our o.lli~ t•> usn <!''en tactical nuclehr 
weapon:'l l~ir!nliy-pl;'r>"i!lerl ~o h:hl the <:::l;;~hii.lt')f to dl)u\ u-itll them tbrcm;;h 
nonou.~l~:tr ::neao.'l. Nt!C:l!!:lt'·· W!!apm.::l. Ol'l'n In t!H~ l~>Wor ),;\lotou t:.nge!l, n ro 
P:ttrem,..t;; d"~tn1ctln~ <.lt!\'lCt•:'l f:!Hl lln~li\r th~ preft'l~'rlhl w~:\pon~ to d•J!i!n•lllm:h 
llNlXil1 pt:~plllntllu nref'lll :uJ Enropo. l;'\:rthl'r~'''"'· "~rlllhJ it cllllhl not uc•:t:l"~nrlly· 
t'oUow thut the 11.~11· o! tucU<:at unc:lcr.r \\'f':'l!"'.•n.; m::st h:.tJVitnl'll7 (!:•a:nll'!t~ tnt() 
~lOh(lt 11Ud'!i\;;' ':'\":1;,", it does J;l!:<.::i1?Llt ll. W~rt Ud1nit,Q thrt>~~hOld, be10nrl "'bich \V~ 

'I 

E'nter a ,~rurt unknov:n.. . . . · : 
"'l'hl!l oo~ nut rn~:~n t;mt tbe :.-\ .vro f(ir~l'> c::w o: ~honlct do withnnt t:~ctl~l 

n:lcl<?:li" Wl"flf\QW!. On tb() C()ntr:t r:v. 'lTC mn<..t •:<Jnrinnl;!- tn shcn;:-then :md mndurn· 
lzll our t.:leti\'nl nnch~ar r.n;'lnhilltiC'l4 t!t.~l!:;Jl_"'-:!~h. :l)l_lltt;lck wh~n~ thP oppfln<~nt 
empll'l~t; 1;uc:h w;::~:;oM+ ilr~<t, rn· n:t.~ :1>.:.1~K h:r ~:c:r;··~.:·r:-:,:~·~·rr;;<"i '!'('hich pttt~ 
Eu.-ntx: In <lnnc:~r o! helug 0\'er.::u·m~;;:.;y~~r;r.~f..:nu',t'iil:(,pu-w'ltl\ e'(~rt klud . 
o: ~·::-:np."1n nPtwr~ · . • • · 4 

"But "'"' lll'l~t ul~n !1\ltmt.nntlntly inc-rE>rll'(' our nonm;l'!~nr rnpnhll!tl~· tl) ror.'- ' 
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July 2, 1975 

Page 2 nuclear weapons use 

Any waffleing of our answer must be put in the context of 
the letter written by Mel ~aird to Senator Brooke 
dated November 5, 1970: "We have not developed and are not 
seeking to develop a weapon system having or which could 
reasonably be construed as having a first strike potential." 

And the statement by Kennedy in 1961 which stated: "Our 
arms will never be used to strike the first blow in any 
attack." 

The stories out of the Schlesinger breakfast are mixed. The 
New York Times is right. The AP story is right. The 
Washington Post and the UPI stories however raise the 
confusion again and the only thing that is going to quiet 
this whole thing down is a flat disavowal of first strike. 
Refusing to discuss it or going into the complicated 
discussion of first strike/first use will not satisfy anyone. 



LIMITED NUCLEAR WAR 

Q. Can you shed a.ny·more light on the story that the Air Force has 
begun training for fighting a limited nuclear war? Is this a new 
policy. 

A. The policy of flexibility in the possible employment of U.S. 

strategic forces is not new. President Nixon addressed this issue 

·, 

in his Foreign Policy Reports to the Congress and Secretary 

Schlesinger has addressed the issue repeatedly for a year and 

a half. 

The strategy of United Strategic Nuclear force is an option 

for the United States which provides our armed forces an 

essential capability for flexibility of response. We have always 

attempted to insure that we can militarily meet any threat. 

In this regard, the Department d ·Defense has made some 

changes in its training programs as part of its continuing 

daily process of making sure we are capable of handling all 

military situations. 

.. 



IUCL&AR WAR GAMES 

EXERCISES 
OUR STRAtiiDIC AND GENEP.AL PURPOSE FORCES CONDUCT 1 222 '0 P. FOR ALL POSSIBlE 

CONTINGENCUES WHICH THE UNITED STATES MAY FACE IN AN UNCERTAIN vlORID o THE FAOf -J~&« t 

THE Sl'RATIDIC FORCES EXIST DOES Nar INDICATE ANY i@i!iiiiii INI'OO TO USE l'HE.M [--- . / 

SINCE THEY ARE A DETERRENT • EXERCISES WIITCH WOUID INCLUDE STRATIDIC FORCES 

WOUlD BE A NCRMAL PARr OF THE PREPARATION AND ADDS CREDIBILITY TO THE ----
DEl'ERENCEe 




