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ACCESS TO THE PRESIDENT

Yesterday you were asked who will have access to the President
Can you give

Q:
now that Don Rumsfeld has replaced Al Haig.

us an answer today?
I went back and reviewed some of the notes I took

Yes, I can.
at the senior staff meeting yesterday morning and talked

further with the President about this matter today and I can
tell you that the President wants Don to organize and coordinate

the activities of the White House, and that includes access to

the Oval Office.
Does that mean that everyone has to go through Rumsfeld in

order to see the President?

No, it doesn't, but the President said that it was the
responsibility of the senior staff members to work through Don
on matters in their area of responsibility that need Presidential

attention. But he also said that on any significant matters, his

door was open to them.
Does that mean that senior staff can see the President without

Rumsfeld's knowledge or permission?

That's hardly the way the President wants the White House run.

Don has the job of being the coordinator and organizer of

what the President calls '""an intricate and complex organization."




He wants Don to be '"cognizant of what's going on, ' to use his
words directly. Not only will there be many times when it is
necessary to take up something with the President directly,
but that's his style of operation. He likes to have personal
contact with the individuals working for him. He likes to find
out ''firsthand'' what's going on. He said that to the senior
staff yesterday.
And I might add my own observations on how I see the White
House being run in the short time that I've been here. I often
hear the President say, '"Well, let's get this guy in here so I
can hear what he has got to say.'" So I would look for good
access to the President by his senior aides who will be working
in coordination with Don Rumsfeld.

Does that include Bob-Hartewsssn, or will he continue to have
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free access to the Oval Office?

o Ce"i-cc/wu—éc’/s -
Mr. Hartmann is -is<teesssmgasrai-csiiinssnenticrammmire; but

as I said yesterday and today, the President will have a lot to say
about the comings and goings in the Oval Office and I know he

often seeks Bob's advice. I would suspect that relationship

will continue
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I think it is important to understangiysome of the
% 2l
senior staff people have mentionet}\to mm; aides to

e
the Presiden@understand better than anyone

that a President's time is very limited so they certainly do
not abuse the right of access to the President. If they have

something they think can wait or can be put on paper for

him to read, then they do that. But when they feel they

need to see the President immediately rather then
scheduling a later appointment, that is usually done.

You mean they just burst right into the Oval Office and

interrupt?
The standard procedure--and this is

No, of course, not.
Wl onec I use--is that a staff member will tell Don Rumsfeld

or the member of his staff dealing with scheduling that they

need to see the President and Rumsfeld or his staff member

who knows what the President is doing at that time would
tell the staff member that it would have to be later or ks> Tfi)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Suin of White House Fellows

(Piece on page C-1 Post today)

From: Bruce Hasenkamp - Director of White House Fellows

The White House Fellows have not been served, so all they know
about the suit is what they have read in the newspaper this

morning.,

It doesn't come as a surprise because they have been aware of
the fact that this girl was unhappy.

White House Fellows position is:
No such disctrimination in selecting the White

House Fellows

Their position will be vindicated in court
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WHITE HOUSE STAFF

1. Who is Dick Cheney?

2. Can Cheney really run it?

Buchen?

3. What happens to Hartmann? Marsh?

4. Why didn't you name one of these senior people to be your Chief of Staff?

5. Who is going to be Scowcroft's Deputy?

6. Are there going to be any other changes in the White House?
Will there be additional reorganization steps?

Aren't you solving one problem - national security affairs-- at the
How are your

7.
expense of weakening an already weak White House? _
going to keep order in your own organization without Rumsfeld?

8. Will f:':l;le House Staff be downgraded in importance relative to the

Cabinet?

9. Will these steps cure the infighting problems in the White House?
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WHITE HOUSE STAFF CAMPAIGNING

Q. There are press reports today that the DNC will file a complaint with the
Federal Election Commission alleging that members of the White House staff
- who are on the public payroll are doing campaign work in violation of
the campaign funding law. Do you think it is fair for you to use
White House employees for campaign purposes when Jimmy Carter must use
his Timited campaign funds to support his entire staff?

A. We have bent over backwards to operate completely within the new campaign

Any campaign expense incurred by a member of my White House staff

Any campaign work they do is deme-

law.

is paid by my Campaign Committee.

Shmishissmemaniimes== i addition to fully performing their official

duties.

The simple fact is that I must continue to exercise the responsibilities

of the Presidency even while I am campaigning. This requires me to do

both jobs and often my staff must do 1ikewise.

FOLLOW-UP QUESTION: |
Some press reports say that Mike Duval -- who is on the White House staff --
is working full time on the debate. Why isn't he paid by the Campaign

Committee?

Mike has had substantial responsibilities in the White House during my

entire two years as President. He continues to work on foreign and

domestic policy decisions with particular emphasis on economic, energy,

and foreign intelligence problems. His work on the debates is in

addition to the time spent on his official duties. Like many other members

of my staff he works in excess of seventy hours a week.
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Campaigning by the White House Staff

There have been suggestions in the last few days
that the Democrats would file a legal suit
charging that members of the White House staff,
paid by the taxpayers, are spending excessive
amounts of time on your campaign. Have you looked

into this?

Before this campaign began, we gave very clear

instructions that every member of my staff here
at the White House was to give the taxpayers

a full week's work for a full week's pay. That
is the policy we have consistently followed.

In fact, we have gone further than any White
House in my memory to separate our campaign-
related activities and put them over at our
campaign committee. For instance, we have
instructed Cabinet members who have recently
accepted speaking invitations, even for official
purposes, to send their bills to my campaign
committee -- and not to the U.S. Treasury






