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FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN

GOP Needs Ford

When, for the first time in the history of the U.S., a
President was forced to resign, Gerald R. Ford stepped into
the most demanding job in the world. In this toughtest of
times, Ford faced a Nation ripped apart by the Watergate
scandal. The public seemed to have only one thing in common:
a lack of confidence in government.

To make matters worse, America was in the midst of both
a recession and an inflationary economy. And Ford faced a
hostile Congress and left-over Cabinet and staff chosen by
the former President. However, he had two things going in
his favor: his own public record which had no mars; and the
relative quickness with which he put together a talented
staff that shared his commitment to heal the Nation's wounds.
He went about his tasks in a quiet efficient manner. And
the results began to show. His personal example in office
started to create public confidence of a degree sufficient to
enable him to weather the aftermath of his courageous and
conscientious but controversial decision to pardon Richard
Nixon.

Even the most learned economists differ as to whom should
be given credit, but under the Ford Administration the nation's
economy is in an upward swing. The President can take a modest
bow -- well, perhaps not so modest, considering this is an
election year -- and who can effectively argue it is not
deserved?

Ford's battles with Congress have been legion, but they
served to quell one fear: that Ford would be a weak President,
automatically rubber-stamping the wishes of his former col-
leagues. As long as Presidential-Congressional differences
do not result in governmental stalemates, they are not
unhealthy for the Nation.

Under the leadership of Ford and Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger, whose services Ford was wise and fortunate
enough to retain, the United States has been able to maintain
and even enhance its world stature without direct involvement
in world crises.

The Times endorses President Ford for the Republican
nomination for President of the United States. (Ed. ex.,
El Paso Times, 8/8/76)



{

Bl /‘1

-Q\
)

-2 A ; . s

A RIS,

. Q,/ e L oL frﬂ}ycxm ,u-f:m; 7 é‘f’/o’
/ ORESTHHLSPGBLSF%NG IMPANY
/ Publishers Of

[—

-

4

\forest Hills Journagl ~~ Community Journal

TAL ROUM
564 Batavia Pi!l;.? . Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 Phone 528-1111
6 Aug
5 M2 3y

August 19, 1976

Fresident Gerald R. Ford .
The White House L ORICINAL TO: Betty Nolan
Washington,D.Co. , .

. Y

ory FYIL TO: . Ron Nessen L/ .

Dear Mr. President:

Congratulations on receiving the nomination of your party
at the Republican Convention last night. It must certainly give you
a good feeling to come out on top, with the majority of the delegates
nominating you, after a hard primary fight.

“You might be interested in knowing, Mr. President, that
we have personally followed yocur career for a number of years and
can well recall having the privilege of chatting with you after a
press conference_you conducted at the 1972 Republlcan convention
in Mismi Beach, Florida.

Again we were impressed in the summer of 1973 when we heard
you speegk as a guest at the National Legislators Convention in
Chicago. We were impressed with your remarks and I kncw the state
legislators who heard it also were.

We thougnht you would be also interested in krnowing that
our two papers, the Forest Hills dJcurnal and the Community Journal, have
been tenind your efforts since you cccppried the White House in
August, 1974. In our issues of Lugust 17, 1976 we endorsed your
nominetion. We expect to also endorse your candidacy for reelectlon
this fall.

Enclosed, Mr. Fresident, please find a copy of the endorsement
that was carried in the Forest Hills Journal and the Community Journal.
These newsrapsrs circulate to more than 57,000 hcmes to saturate thre
rmany Republican hcomes in the Far Eastern Hamilton County (Cincinnati)
and Clermornt County areas.

Again, please accept our heartiest congratulations and very
best wishes for defeating Jimmy Carter on November 2.

Sincer ely,

(‘
(,‘ciﬁlﬂ,,r g
Edward B. Wright Jr.
Editor

Enclosures (2)



August 1, 1976

Dear Creed:

I did sst want to let another day go by without
thanking you for the editorial of July 22, en-
couraging all uncommitted delegates to give
me their support. This has been a week of
fast-breaking political developments. But I
wanted you to know that your editorial wae sot
lost among them., I appreclate your efforts la
my behalf,

‘With the continued support of you and my many
other frieads, I remain confideat about the
election, as well as the nominatica.

“ith sincere thanks and best wishes,

JERRY FORD

My, Creed C., Black
Editor

400 North Broad Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101

B

Sandra Wisniewski (w/copy of attached editorial)

GRF:RHN:STW:RLE:aby



Reagan and Schweiker: A Surrender to Expediency
(Edl\/'lal, xcerpted, Philadel la In irer)

o g

Granted that politics makes strange bedfellows, the sudden
marriage of Ronald Reagan and Richard Schweiker is just too
strange to be credible.

The kindest thing that can be said of it is that it reeks
of expediency on both sides. Harsher descriptions which come to
mind are “"cynical® and "hypocritical."

Throughout his campaign, Reagan has said he would choose a
running mate whose views were compatible with his own instead of



" Schweiker Choice: Comment
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making a "cynical" effort to balance the ticket. And as

recently as last Saturday he told a reporter that while he

didn't rule out geographical balance had said that "phllosophlcally
.es it is hypocritical to choose someone of the opposite view."

Mr. Reagan has thus done precisely what he has been saying
all along he would not do. The only interpretation we can put on
such a stunning turn-around is that it is an act of desperation,

a last-gasp attempt to add to a delegate total which he presumably
has concluded is insufficient to win the presidential nomination.

From Mr. Reagan's standpoint, that might be a gamble worth
taking. But what of Sen. Schweiker?

Here is a man who has spent his public life fighting for
a more progressive Republican Party. A man who had warned that
a ticket headed by Reagan could suffer the same disastrous fate
as in 1964. A man who was on the record in support of Ford.

What turned him around? When, Schweiker was asked, had he
come to the cbnclusion that Ronald Reagan would make a better
President than Gerald Ford? His answer: When Mr. Reagan had
offered to tap him for the vice presidential nomination.

It would have been less of a surprise if Sen. Schweiker
had accepted such an offer after a Reagan nomination. He has
much to commend him as a candidate for the vice presidency. But
casting his lot with the conservative wing of the party in ad-
vance is something else. It suggests that on this occasion
personal ambition has clouded Sen. Schweiker's judgment and
compromlsed the principles on which his constructive career

in Washington has been built.

We remain convinced, as we said in this space just a week
ago, that the future of the Republican Party lies in "the broad
ideological and policy middle ground which has been the arena
of every seriously contested national election in the last
generation and longer."

Ronald Reagan is not to be found there, even with Richard
Schweiker now standing at his side. We thus again urge the dele-
gates in this region -- who are the principal targets of this
surrender to expediency =-- to give their support to President
Ford. -- (7/28/76)
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Ford Is Strongest Choice as Republican Candidate
(Editorial, excerpted, Detroit Fres Press)

For the Republicans, the nomination of President Ford has
surely taken on a broad new importance following the Democratic
Convention of 1976. Yet with all of the Republican Convention
delegates chosen, the outcome of the Republican race is gtill
in doubt. ‘

By the normal rules of politics, one would assume that an
incumbent president, even an unelected one, could make the leap
from 1,102 delegates that Ford apparently can count on for the
nomination to the 1,130 he will need for nomination. Reagan
has 1,063. As the primaries have taugnht us, though, the normal
rules of politics are not necessarily at work this vear. 8o we
are not disposed to indulge in attempting to handicap what 1s
left of the race.

Rather, we would simply reiterate that, in our judgment
{1) President Ford is the most electable candidate the mamub icans
can put forward and {(2) Ford the better candidate in terms of
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the substance of what he and stand for.
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The Democrats have put together a ticket and a coalition
‘to support it that have a broad potential appeal. Already, the
candidacy of Ronald Reagan has pulled President Ford to the
right, thus reducing the breadth of his appeal. Yet he remains
an infinitely preferable choice, with a substantially broader
appeal than the former Califcrnia governor.

The support in the country for a doctrinaire right-wing
position is not all that great. Every oll shows that among
Republicans and independents, Ford enjoy 1gn3Llcantly more
support than Reagan. Surely the EP’blijn conservative element
will not reguire that their candidate be any more of an absolutist
than Ford is.

We believe that the race for president this £all could be a
great deal tighter than appears now to be likely, providing
President Ford is the nominee and providing he begins to pay
Some attention to the broad audience to whom he must appeal to
win the election in the fall.

But whether President Ford wins the nomination, and whether
he has not so narrowed his appeal as to defeat hluoe7f in the fall,
are the central questions for the Republicans as they move toward
Kansas City. On those bases may well turn the guestion of whetherx
the race in the fall is in fact a serious contest or, instead, turns
into a cakewalk. -- (7/20/76)
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Joe:

Your editorial of support on Friday, July 9 was greatly
appreciated. Coming from a newspaper with the high
and demanding standards of the Washington Star made
it an even greater honor.

Joe, I want you to know how much it means to me to
have your support.

Incidentally, Betty and I really enjoyed having you and .
your wife as our guests for the fireworks display on

July 4th. What a memorable evening it was to commem-
orate our Nation's Bicentennial.

With sincere appreciation and best wishes,

Mr. Joe L. Allbritton
Publisher

The Washington Star
Washington, D, C. 20061
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June 18, 1976

Cear Mr. Nokes:

I wanted to thank you cersonally for the editorial
endorsement which appeared in the Sunday Oregenian

on May 23. I am grateinl for your support and was
particularly pleased that you feel I have served the
Nation with ""great credit. ™

It was good to talk with you, Herbert Luady, and
Malcolm Bauer recently at the meeting for Oregon

- newspaper executives. I hope we have the oppor-
tunity to meet again soon. ‘

With ainccre-but wishes,

Mr. J. Richard Nokes
Editor X
The C?regcnim
Sregoman Building
1320 S)W. Broadway
Portland, Oregon 97201

« RLE
GRF:RHN:NIEW:\S}W/:mgs
“ cc: Nessen/White
_~<c: Sandra Wisniewski w/copy of May 23 editorial
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Foundod Dec. 4, 1850, Estabttshed as a daily Feb. 4, 1861. Sunday Oregonian established De
, Sunday by the Oregonian Publishing Co Oregonian Bidg., 1320 SW Broadway, Pc

MICHAELJ FREY, Chairman
“FRED A. STICKEL, President and Publisher

. LHRICH

ALBERT L. McCREADY, Managing Editor ' A ' x

_ HERBERT LUNDY, Editor, Editorial Page MAY 23, 1976 |
l

Gerald Ford and Frank Church
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The Republican Race

Ford Is GOP's Best Choice
(Editorial, excerpted, Buffalo Evening News)

The alacrity with which nearly all Democratic factions have
accepted the primary results and rallied 'round Jimmy Carter as their
party's now-certain presidential nominee is an amazing sight to see. -
And it also preaches a compelling lesson to Republicans. It means
that Republicans simply cannot afford the luxury of further fratri-
cidal bloodletting; that if they want their nomination to have
value, they had better do as the Democrats have done: Settle their
in-fighting quickly and start rallying around their party's natural
leader. That, in our judgment ~- given all the circumstances the
GOP presently faces -- can only be President Gerald R. Ford.

We therefore urge both his nomination and an early ending to
further uncertainty about it.

On his record as appointed President, Ford has clearly earned
his party's endorsement for a full term. He has restored an image
of trust and decency to the White House; he has -- with calmness,
competency and common sense -- brought us out of an inherited war,
a double-~digit inflation and the worst economic recession in a
generation. He has fought hard and effectively to bring runaway
spending and big government under control. And he has pushed a
headstrong Democratic Congress with every weapon at his command to
strengthen our defenses, to stop undercutting a strong and con-
structive foreign policy and to face up to such immense problems
as the energy crisis.

For Republicans to repudiate the only President they have
would in itself be such a self-destructive act as to virtually ruin
any chance they have of winning with anyone else. Ford's "electa-
bility" can be shown by specific reference to this year's primaries.
The Reagan strength was plainly regional =-- South and West, with
half his delegates coming from the 0ld South. Without his sweep of
the Dixie primaries, he would not tocday be even a serious challenger.
But that is Carter country; in fact, in most of those primaries,
Carter easily outpolled Reagan and Ford combined.

There is no way in short, that a Republican "southern strategy”
can beat Carter. The primary battleground for Republicans against
Jimmy Carter will have to be the Midwest and Northeast, where they
would have far less hope with Reagan who, in those two regions, has
won only 178 delegates so far compared with 789 for Ford.

"Now is the time for all good men to come to the aid of their
party" -- by rallying promptly to the support of President Ford, who
is clearly their best hope for victory in November. -- (6/12/76)

L
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June 18, 1976

Tear My, Alexander:

My personal thanks for the editorial of June 5
in the Dayton Journal Herald endorsing my
candidecy for Presidest. 1 am grateful for
your support. There is no doubk that your
editorial made a major iznpression on the -
voters, and for that I am sincerely apore-
ciative.

With best wishes,

TRy N
WERRY F22D

Mp, Charles T. )Qlexau!sr
Editor and Publisher
The Dayton Journal Herald

37 South Ludliow Sireet
Dayton, Obhioc 45401

GRF:RHN:MEW:STW:RLE:mgs

w 4/
cc: Ron Nessen/Margita White
cc: ‘Sfédra Wisniewski w/copy of June 5 editorial -
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June 18, 1376

Déar Bill:

:4y perscnal thanks for the editorial which
appeared in The Cincinnati Fnguirer on June 6.
There is no doubt in my miad that your endorse-
ment went a long way in helping me to my re-
sounding win in the Chie primary - for that 1
am sincersly grateful. Xnowing that I continue
to have the support of long-time friends keeps
me confident and determined in my efforts to
win the nomination and the election.

I very much enjoyed our visit on Air Force One
and look forward to seeing you a2gain soon,
Thankse again, Bill.

With best wishes,

pey FORD
JERRI ruid

The Honorabls William J. Keating
Preaident and Editor X

The Cincinnatl Enquirer

617 Vine Street

Cincinnati, Chio 45202

G F:RI—IN:MEW:‘é'IW:mgs
‘“c: Nessen/White
cc: Sandra Wisniewski w/copy of June 6 editorial
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Ohio Supplement

The Case For President Ford
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June 18, 1976 ' ﬁ/é/é
Dear Carl:
1 wanted to say a personal thanka for the editorial
which appearad in The Dispatch on Sunday, June 6.
1 read the editorial with great attention and appreci-
ated the evaluaiion of my performance as President,
It was good to meet with you and your collsagunes in
Columbus recently., I hope io see you again soon.
Please extend my best regards io John Woli;.
With best wishes,
1 v EAD
JERRY FGRD

Mr, Carlxbebbom
Executive Editor
The Columbus Dispatch

- 34 South Third Street
Columbus, Ohio 43216

F:RHN:MEW:STW:RLE :mgs
cc: Nessen/Whit _
cc: Sandra Wisniewsld{/copy of June 6 editorial.
or
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June 18, 1976

T'ear Tom:

I waated to let you know how much I appreciated
the editorial endorsement which appeared in The
Flain Dealer on June 6.

I am grateful to you for your support, which Il am
sure ceatributed to the successful outcome of the
Chio primary.

It was good to see you at the State Dinner for the

- King and Queen of Spain and at the dianer in
Cleveland. I wish we had had more time to talk
and I hope to see you again soon.

With appreciation and best wishes,

.‘t}'ﬁ‘{ F%iﬁ\)

My. Thomas V.H.Qail
Fublisheyr and Editor
The Plain Dealesy

1801 Sunerior Avenue

XC leveland) Ohio 44114

GRF:RHN/MEW:STW;RLE:mgs
cc: Nes'Sen/White ¢
' cc: Sandra Wisnewski w/copy of June 6 editorial
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A MEMORABLE DAY

™ By Biil Blokeman

i



June 8, 1976

Dear Andy:

i wantsd to let yoo know how muach | appreciate the
editorial of eadorsement which appearsd on May 9
in your funday "orld Herald.

{ am grateful for your sapport and cspecially the
comments about my being the most “eloctable”
candidate. The lose in Nebraska was asfortunats,
but i feel confident about winnlag the nomisatica aad
the slection.

it was good €0 see you again in Umaha, and | very
mach snjoyed my visit with your editorial board,

“ith best wishes,
jﬁu RY ke

My, Harold W, Andarsen
Fresident

Woahé.d
wﬁ Bcﬁ Louars

Cmaba, Nebraeka 68102

bee: Rea en, Margita ' hite
bee: Sandra Visaiewskl {(with copy of editorial)
GRF:RHN:MEW :STW:AVH:aby




May 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN

Here 1s the editorial in the Omaha World Herald on Sunday eadorsing
you ia the primary election, Glven the influence of the World Herald
in Nebraska, this has get to be helpful.

I'm servy about the poor quality ef this copy. The fastest way we
could get it here was by DEX machise te Senator Curile' office,

Attachment:

Omaha World Herald Editorial -
“‘, | ‘”‘

RN/jb



o A A e
e f‘? ""!ffw ! , &J ¥
o s

i e

- and “for approved fhm ol
ummmmmwrm
Itmmmm&h:dmmurof L
mmmummmr,
mg Moderate views, ap ‘rmm Ll :

the broad mwr of polme

.......

‘‘‘‘‘

o7




Panax
Corporation

JOHNP.McGOFF Box 1860, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 517 349-4100
President

TELEGRAM SENT TO PRESIDENT FORD BY WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

JUNE 3, 1976

Dear Mr. President:

I would like to thank you for your expression of
appreciation through Ron Nessen for our endorsement of your
candidacy in the Michigan primary. I am sure as Ron said
we did play a role in having a positive impact on the voters
in Michigan.

. T would like you to be awidre that we are also endorsing
your candidacy in California in the Sacramento Union and our
suburban newspaper groups. I have sent under separate cover
a copy of the endorsement for your information.

Best of luck in the California primary. I look forward
to visiting with you in the near future.

Sincerely,

John P. McGoff

President
JPMc:7nl
cc: v Ron Nessen
/{;‘:’ o ”xn;
PANAX ’
i g

Corporation
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Ford Editorial Endorsemer._ -, SACRAMENTQ: UNTON - JOHN:P. M OFF

when President Ford delivered his inaugural speech on Aug., 9 1974
a {istener was struck by how many times he used the word /ifriend./«
Then‘in én address t§ ConZress he said his motte is r/communication:
concifiatians compromise and cooperation.s

The words seemed to express the healing oromise that all Americans
wented to hear in the traumatic aftermath of watergate,

“Anﬁ'in'thg 231 months since they were spoken 1t 15 clear that the
words have se£ the tone for the nationis recovery from its worst
constitutia&ax crisis since the Civil war.

And we know noﬁ they were spoken by a decents honoraple man who
substifuted an oven édministratian for the trappings Qnd the secrecy
;nd the vindictiveness of the previous two ffimperiai bresidencies.

But Berald R. Ford has exhibited ;any more aualities than Jjust a
spirit of aenerosity-anﬁ‘ccmmon sense a3s President, Since ¢ntering
office h; has shown an increasingly syre-handed graso ot :robiem$ of
the economys accountability in.éaveknmentz foreiegn policy and national
security.

By his stewardshies he had htiozd Americans regain some of their
lost confidence in their govearnment. He has preached the messade of
tiwhati/s right with America.:’ He has won the right. we believes

to

the Revpubiican Partyits nomination as president.
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It'has«been no bed of roses for Mr, Ford’aince he became the
nationts first non-elected president uron the resignation of Richard
Nixon. He entered the White House Jjust 2s an gconomic recessieh was
overtaking the country: és a Democratic-controiled Congress moved to
rezainvnoyer from the executive branchy and as the Communisls were
consolidating their conaut#t ot Indochina.f

Some of the President/s own actions added to his troubtés. By
pardoning former President Nixones he touyched off a storm of protest.
But it was a proPer act of compassion which otherwise might Save
extendgd the Watergate travail indefinitelvy.

And his nomination of Neison éackefe;ler to be'vige president
brought down the anger of the G0Pis conservatives on him.

But he auickiy brought in his own staff ahd his own Cabimet to
help him #ut his din stame on government. He also has csiled on a
close circle of friends made during his 23 years in Congress. Qe
fistened to §heir counsels and he acted decisively.

Mr. Ford,orooert?'paints sith’aride to what he calls /sa sirong
and stablie recovery!i in the economy. He can take credit with Congress

tfor the comeback through tax cutls and other judicious meaaures; And

to pravent tax retief from fuaiing inflations he soyght aggressively

tc bring €overnment spending under control.

[

e
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By movinZ to tighten welfare brnsrams such'as food stamess to
triﬁ the federai oérrnii of neariv 5 million peonté:'hotdzne pay
increases to 4.7 per cent on an averagde, and cut red tape reeu!;t;dns'
Mr. Ford drew up an effective blueprint to stop srdrifting in the
direction of bigger and bigger government, /

That this palicy has proven successful is seen by the way Conéress
ha§ sustained Mr, Ford/s vetoes of free-spending meassures that would
ballscon auit&-biliion dollar federal deficits kgeping the nation in ]
red-ink bath for 17 consecutive years. 40 ot 49 Ford‘veiats have been
sustained.

But the Forc Administration is seeking no such cutbacks in the.
crucial field of nationail defense. Indeéd{ mijitary spending under
Ford proposals would increase by some $8.9 §iil;onkia $100.1 bitiion
next year.

And the President demonstrated his swn abi!ité to act decisively
when he ordered U.5. armed forces to rescue the U.5. merchant shis
Mavaauez 3and 1ts crew after Communisi-ruled Camnoéia'Seized the vessel
last vear. |

we havenst atwars feit that the poliicy of detente‘has benefited
this country as‘much ag it does Russiay particularly in the case of
Angtola. ‘302 Mr. ?ord and Secretary af‘State Henry Kissineer have often
been hamstrung by a post-Vietmam reluctance by Congress to car%y’out

this countrys/s prorer responsibilities to the free worid. On balances



-AM
thz Ford-Kissinger solicy toward Western Europe the Middie East and
Asis has b;en executed effectiveiy in the nuciegr ages aithough growing
Soviet military strenzthkmust be continualiy watched.

Six months ago Mr. Ford was considered 2 shoo-in for the GOP
nomination. The emergence of Ronald Rearan kith,a series ot primary
efection victories over Mr., Ford has changed él!~that, and presents
Republican voters with the ayestion of whicﬂ man has the pes? chancg
to ‘'win the presidency next NovemBer.

with the charismatic Jimmy Carter thg iikely Democratic nominee,
the GOP standard-bearer wiil have his work cut out. He should be a man
with support across the GOP spectrums and also from indesendents. Ang
any Republican who can win the backing of Sen., Barry Soidwater and Vicg
Presi&enf Neison Rockefeller on an issue, as‘ar.'Forq did in his
caunterinakﬂr. Reagants attacks on our Panama policys would see§ to have
that suesort,

While Mr. Reagan makes much of the fact he has hever worked in Washington, there

is a question as to whether that anti-government theme adds up to a plus or a minus,

We think Mr. Ford, with his many years of experience in Washington, his solid track

record, his many friends in Congress, his plain-spoken integrity that evokes memories
of Dwight Eisenhower and Harry Truman, is the better choice.

We urge the election

of Mr. Ford in the primary election.

~

THE SACRAMENTO UNION




May 17, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN

Attached is & copy of 2 ielegram I received from Joha MeGofl,
President of the Pantx Newspapers (n Michigan., As you see,
the telegram anncunces that McGolf's & daily and 28 weekly
newspapers in Michigan are sadorsing you in a special front-
page aditorial teday, oa the eve of the Michigan primary.

The telogram thea goes on to reprist the wording of the sditorial
endersemant.

This should be very helpful ia tamorrow's primary, and indicates

how influential a phene call, a lunch, and an editorial board meeting
can be!l

Attachment:

Telegram from Joha P, McCoff - Panax Corporation




w O NSV A W N -

o3 ~ P L I e e Y
- S~~~ -~ B -~ I~ -

WHDOO!1 156A EDT MAY 17 76 WAF002¢0015>(2-000172E138)PD 05/17/760
ICS IPMBNGZ CSP
5176765189 NL TDBN MASON MI 452 05-17 0015A Eg&
PMS MR RONALD NESSEN PRESS SECRETARY, BACKDATE FILED MAY 16
WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON DC 20500
THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF A TELEGRAM SENT TO PRESIDENT GERALD FORD

DEAR PRESIDENT FORD, WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE 6 DAILY AND
28 WEEKLY PANAX NEWSPAPERS IN MICHIGAN ARE ENDORSING YOU IN ‘
TUESDAY'S PRIMARY.

THE ENDORSEMENT WILL BE ON THE FRONT PAGE OF A SPECIAL PRIMARY

ELECTION ADDITION GOING TO OVER 400,000 HOMES IN MICHIGAN ON MONDAY
AFTERNOON.

FORM O80S5 PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U. S. A.
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OUR ENDORESEMENT READS AS FOLLOWS: "WHEN PRESIDENT GERALD FORD TOOK
OFFICE NEARLY TWO YEARS AGO THIS WAS A COUNTRY BITTERLY DIVIDED BY

THE ISSUES OF WATERGATE AND SOUTHEAST ASIA AND RAVAGED BY THE TWIN

ECONOMIC ILLS OF INFLATION AND RECESSION.

IT WAS A ROUGH ASSIGNMENT ONE THAT MANY THOUGHT THAT WAS TOO MUCH
FOR HIM. HE HAD NO EXECUTIVE EXPERIENCE, THE ARGUMENT WENT, AND AS
OUR FIRST APPOINTED PRESIDENT HE HAD NO ELECTORAL MANDATE TO POINT
TO.

BUT IN TWwO SHORT YEARS WE HAVE SEEN A NEARLY MIRACULOUS TURNAROUND.
THE BITTERNESS AND HATRED WHICH TORE AT US SO MANY YEARS HAS FADED
AVAY . INFLATION HAS BEEN CUT ALMOST IN HALF. THE ECONOMY IS ON A
VIGOROUS UPTURN.

FORM 0BOS PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U. S, A
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THE TOUGH QUESTIONS THAN ON THE INSIDE ACTUALLY PROVIDING ANSWERS.

PART OF OUR PROBLEMS IN THE FIELD OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FOR INSTANCE,

HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY A POST~-VIETNAM CONGRESS AT TIMES AFRAID TO MEET

OUR RESPONSIBILITIES. AND THE SIGHT OF BOTH NELSON ROCKEFELLER AND

BARRY GOLDWATER AGREEING ON MR FORD'S HANDLING OF THE PANAMA CANAL

SHOULD MAKE ANYONE THINK THAT MAYBE HE IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK THERE.

IT 1S, IN SHORT, ALOT EASIER TO BE IN THE GRANDSTAND THAN OUT ON THE R
PITCHERS MOUND.

THERE IS AN OLD RULE IN BOXING THAT IN A CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH A
DECISION ALWAYS GOES TO THE CHAMPION UNLESS THE CHALLENGER IS i
CLEARLY AND DECISIVELY BETTER. MR REAGAN HAS SCORED SOME POINTS IN
THIS CAMPAIGN AND WE HOPE MR FORD PAYS ATTENTION TO THEM.

FORM 0805 PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U. S. A

\'
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IN HIS TIME IN OFFICE HE HAS BEEN INCREASINGLY SURE-HANDED IN HIS
ACTIONS, WHETHER DEALING WITH CONGRESS OR WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES., HE
HAS HELPED CONTROL FEDERAL SPENDING WITH A SERIES OF VETOES. HE HAS
RECOGNIZED THE DANGEROUS SLIDE IN THE CAPABILITY OF OUR MILITARY
FORCES AND HAS PUSHED FOR MORE FUNDING FOR THEM. HE HAS MOVED TO
STOP ABUSES IN WELFARE PROGRAMS. HE HAS MOVED TO TRIM THE FEDERAL
PAYROLL .

IT HASN'T BEEN AND EASY PRIMARY SEASON FOR MR FORD. RONALD REAGAN
HAS ASKED SOME TOUGH QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FORD ADMINISTRATION SOME OF
WHICH WE AGREE WITH.

BUT WE MUST REMEMBER IT IS MUCH EASIER TO BE ON THE OUTSIDE ASKING

(

FORM O80S PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U, S. A.
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BUT THE OVERALL DECISION HAS TO GO IN FAVOR OF MR FORD. WE URGE A
VOTE FOR HIM ON TUESDAY."

BEST WISHES AND GOOD LUCK ON TUESDAY.
SINCERELY,

JOHN P MCGOFF PRESIDENT PANAX CORPORATION
NNNN

FORM O0B05 PRINTED BY THE STANDARD REGISTER COMPANY, U, S. A.
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June 8, 1976

Dear Worner:

My sincere thanks to you for the editorial of May 13
glviag me the endorsement of the Grand Fapids Press
for the Michigan primary. [ feel certain that your
favorable endorsement was a positive factor in my pri-

mary wia in Michigan, and | hope that ia the days ahead
1 will continue to have youar sapport asad confidence,

it iz sspeclally sacouragiag to know that through all the
yeaze | have had the support of the folks back home.

It was good ts ses you again at the breakfast with the
Booth editors in Flint, and [ hope to have an opportunity

to see you agaia soon.
“ith sincere best wishes,

N

My, Werner Veit
Editor

Prees Flacza

Vandecaberg C r

Crand R-.zﬁl‘km a 49502
bee: Ron Nessen, Margits "hite

bee: Samdwa Wisniewski (with cepy of editorial)
GRF:RHN:MEW: STW:AVH:aby




Michigan Supplement

Michigan and Mr. Ford



Dear Martia:

The edtiorial s the Detrel} Nows, h.l":'
."."m&.lammm

nation, meant a great deal to me. 1 am sure your

sndorsement was a f{actor in my primary win ia

Wﬂlummuw'

sapport. lmm.”“‘“ ..:mw

sion that ! have achieved ’ -

Shjeaiies on becoasing Pructboes «- s
and trast in the Whit: House.

Your support over the years has mesat very much
to me, and 1 bope | will continue to bave your
and cunfidencs.

“1th best wishes,

ony ERBD
Jednd_rUid

Mp, Martin Haydes

5
g > 45231

bee: Poa Maagite editorial)
bee: Samdra Wisalowski (with copy of

GRF:RHN:MEW STW:AVH:aby

s RSN —



- Ford deserves supporf T
on basis of his record




Jane 8, 1976

Dear Joe:

The May 16 editorial in the Fres
endorsing my candidacy for the Republican
Presidential nomination meant & great deal to
me, and | want to express my appreciation for
your support.

I was most pleased that you emphasized the fact
that [ have "earned" the nomination. ! have
worked very hard and faithfully at being President.
I have always tried to do what I felt best for the
country. For you te say that | have "earned” the
nomination Ils & real source of pride to me.

With best wishes,

Mr. Joe H, Stroud

Editor ;

e ree Pres
321 West | Boulsvard
Detroit, Mic 45231

bee: Ron Nessen, Margita White
bce: Sandra Wisnlewski (with copy of editorial)
GRF:RHN:MEW:STW:AVH:aby
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TEXAS NEWSPAPER ENDORSEM ENTS

Austin American-Statesman

Mz, James E, Fain
Publisher

"Our voice is a recornmendation that President Ford, who seems

to be establishing a steady course for the ship of state, despite many
difficulties, deserves Texas Republican support,’

Beaumont Enterprise

Mr. E. H. Cornwell
Publisher

"1f Republicans do not nominate Gerald Ford, they will be risking
debacle comparable to Barry Goldwater's landslide loss in 1964,
Ford has recognized that Congress ls controlled by the other party
and while using the veto to kill many pleces of unwise legisiation,

he also has worked with law-makers to forge significant compromises
on key lessues.

Corsicana Dally Sun

Mr., Arthur J, Keeney
Publdher

""Inflation is down, unemployment ils down, production is up. Those

are three good reasons why Texas Republicans should support President
Ford in the May 1 primary. Ford has simply done a good job since he
became the first President ever to take office without being elected.

Under his leadership we have recovered from one of the first ever
peacetime recessions. Ve believe that Texans in particular can look
forward to some good years shead under Ford, Ve are particularly
skeptical on the future of welfare and social security programs under
Reagan. Things are going well under Fords leadership right now.

Navarro County Republicans should recognize that with a vote of confidence

in hlm; &



Page 2

Corpus Christi Caller =

Mz, Edward H, Harte
Publisher

"The Caller recommends that Texas Republicans give Gerald Ford

a resounding victory. President Ford has been in the mainstream of
Amaerican political thought previde him with an affirmation of their
faith in his performance and rebuff Reagan's attempt to turn the party
around, "

El Paso Times

Me, Frank Feullle III
Publisher

- "President Gerald Ford will be represented by (names 4 delegates).
The Timea recommends them.

Ft, Worth Star- Telogram

My, Amon G, Carter Jr,
Publisher

"And of the two, Ford clearly is the more deserving of the chance

to represent the Republican party in the November election...Reagan
talks a strong economy in the government game, but Ford has had to
play that game In the real ares gw“hmgm politice.

Texas Republicans should choose the man of the two who could better

lead their party in November and better serve the nation if elected.
That man is Gerald Ford.

Galveston Dally News

Mr. Les Dasughtry
Publisher

"In the Republican Presidential primary, the News favors the delegates
representing Ford on the hallot."



PO

Midland Reporter- TOT!.' ram

My, Jim Allison Jr,
Publisher

""The President has the momentum plus his own record of fiscal
responsibility going for him., Jerry Ford has proved him self as
a national leaders and campaigner.....For these reasons the
Midland Reporter has endorsed the President and urges West
Texans to vote for him,



TEMN_3 NEWSPAPER ENDORSEMEN . J

Dallas Times-Heraid

Mpr, W. Thomas Johnson
Publisher

Dallas Times-Herald
Post Office Box 5445
Dallas, Texas 75222

"In the Republican primaries, the Times-Herald urges the election of
President Ford over Former California Governor Ronald Reagan.
President Ford has led this nation through a trying period of political :
and economic upheaval; With steady hand and increasing adroitness >
he has provided sound leadership on both demestic and foreign {ronts.

He deserves the votes of Texans to be the nominee for an slected term

as President, "

Abilene Reporter-News
Mr. A. B. Shelton
Publisher
Abilene Repeorter-News
Post Office Box 30
Abilens, Texas 79604

‘Ford favored best in Texas Republicean primary. Ford assumed the
Presidency of the Unitdd States under the most trying circumsetances

since Andrew Johnson succeeded the assassinated Abraham Liacola.

The wreckage left in the wake of the Watergate scandal in August 1974

left the country adrift, The people were dismayed. Respect and confidence
in the government were at a low sbb, Ford became the first President in
the history to assume office unelected under the 25th amendment.

Twenty one months later, President Ford's most remarkable sccomplish
ment is the normalcy and confidence he has instilisd in the institution of
the Presidency. Just what his mark in history will be, no one will say.
Instant svaluation in the qualify of a living President {s fallible. Much
timme must pass before a judgement can be made as long as the emotions
and controversy of the President are passed.



But it it ear here and now that Gerald . _'d has a strong

hand on the helm of state and is bringing his policy convictions

to bear on national affairs, He doesn't win all his points, as
indeed he cannot and perhaps should not in a system of government
which provides for a system of checks and balances,

His checks and balances are primarily an overshdiming
Democratic Congress and he has conteblled its 2-1 majority
with a series of the veto, particularly in instances where he
has felt the Congress was spending excessively,

Ford is now locked in a battle for the nomination of his party
with Ronald Reagan, the former Goveraor of California, Texas
is a crucial battheground on Saturday. . d stuff about Reagan)...

The Reporter-News endorses President Ford, careful to make

the distinction that this endorsement applies only in the Repullican
primary in which Texans will vote on Saturday, and implies
nothing toward the final choice Americans will make in November
by the Democratic and Republican candidates, not yet known,



San Angelo Standard-Times

Mr, Bill Martia

Publisher

San Angelo Standard-Times
Post Office Box 5111

San Angelo, Texas 76901

Ford is Owed GOP Nomination

The eveaing Richard Nixon announced his resignation as President of the
United States was certainly one of the darkest hours in the nation's histery,
Our whole form of government seemed suspended ahove the & edge of a cliff
ready to topple at the sdgawuike slightest breese. Evea in grasater peril, however,
was the Republican party, Multitudes were predicting it was the final days of
t he party as well as the Nixon Administration. Gerald Ferd, unelected and
annointed by a disgraced President, assumed the badership of the nation and
the party. Few thought it possible that he could right the ship of state or
shlvage the GOP and on top of having te save the party in our form of government,
Ford was faced with an economy sinking to historic depths. The U. S, is not
utopia today nor is the Republican party in control of the Congress. Nor is
our economy standing on proven solid grouads. But Gerald Ford has brought
us all a long way. No one owes him a greater debt that those who cling to the
Republican Party., Certainly he is owed the Republican nomination and Texans
voting S:turday should cast their votes for his delegates.



Deay Mr., D‘Iﬁ”’:

I waat to thank you ‘or the receat editorial endorsement

by the Galveston Daily News of me in the Texas primary.

1 will be proud to be represented at Kansas City by the
delegatss you supported in your editorial.

1 believe your readers in the Galveston sres are botter
informaed citizens becaunse of the imsights and perapective
which you bring to your news, celusmas, and editerials.

Siac .’."g

Mr. Les Daughtry
Publisher

Galveston Daily News
Post Otfice Box 628
Galveston, Texas 77550

GF/RN/cg
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o It's date in-the day. for that. iAnd untild now the white
&eadership counld think -that. Kissdnger was .actually on their side,
" WHis dewotion to the didea of-majority aruleswas not previously con-

saoavineing. - How:convincing dis it now? —-. (4/29/76)

Clearlng the Air (BEditorial, excerpted, N.¥. Daily News):
Secretary Kissinger scored some points for the U.S. with his clear~
cut statement of American opposition to continued white supremacist
rule in Rhodesia,

- It was, in fact, merely a restatement of what has been this
"nation's historic stand against colonialism -~ a policy deeply
rooted in the origins of our own struggle for independence.

However, the secretary's remarks at this particular time may
not only erase some misconceptions about the U.S. that are current
in Africa, but also could contribute to a solution of the Rheodesian
crisis. Anything we can do or say to bring about an early peaceful
transition will be a service to mankind. -- (4/29/76)

Texas Supplement

The News Endorses Candidates in May 1 Primary Election (Edltorlal,
excerpted, Galveston Daily News): Next Saturday voters go to the
polls in the primary elections to select the candidates for the Nov.
general election., The vote May 1 is, in most cases, at least as
important as the vote 1n the Nov. election,'and in many cases even
more important.

The Galveston Daily News is pleased to announce its endorsements
in the race of most widespread local area interest. While the en-
dorsements represent the choices of The News, they are not intended

- to imply that there are not other good people in the races; it's just
The News feels the ones endorsed are the best qualified to serve the
interests of all the residents within the particular political
jurisdiction,

In the race between the four Democartic groups seeking election
as delegates to the state convention, The News recommends the election
of Sen. A.R. Schwartz, Helen Fugua and Charles R. Delgado, who are
committed to support Lloyd Bentsen, favorite son candidate for the
nomination for president. Bentsen's leadership and status in the
Democratic Party plus the possibility of his favorite son nomination
would gilve Texas stronger representation than could be had by the
other committed delegates or the uncommitted delegates.

_ *In the. Republican presidential primary, The News favors the
.delegates representing Ford on the ballot. They are Laren K.
Richardson, Kris Anne Vogelpohl, Mrs. Howell Cobb and Donald W.
Parman., -- (4/25/76)




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 27, 1976

TO: RON'S OFFICE
FROM: CONNIE THUMMA (%/
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER

Ann in Mr. Morton's office called to say
that the PFC in Galveston, Texas (Roger
Wallace/Grace Marie at 512-459-4101) called
her yesterday to notify them of the endorse-
ment in the Galveston Daily News for the
President. This, evidently was not expected.

Therefore, it is felt that a Presidential
letter of thanks would be greatly appre-
ciated....perhaps before the May 1 Primary.
If approved, it should be sent to:

Ms. Les Daughtry
Publisher

Galveston Daily News
2605 Gerol Drive
Galveston, TX 77550

Thanks.

/3 ’ :
/A?,'; Outatisn b (o satrjroddns



April 28, 1976

Dear Mr. Feuills:

1 want to thank you for the recent editorial endoree-
ment by the El Times of me in the Texas primary.

1 will be proud to be representsd at the Republican
Convention this summer by the four delegates you
recommend.

1 believe your readers in the £l Paso area are better
informed citizens because of the insights and perspective
which you briag o your news, columas, and editorials.

Bincerely,

Mr. Frank Feuille 1II
Publisher

1 T
Peost Office Drawer 20
El ’I”o Texas 79999

GF/RN/cg
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Frank Feuille 111, President and Publisher . *
' William [. Latham, Editor )
Robert Bentley Dorrance H. Guy
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April 28, 1976

Dear Mr. Harte:

I want to thank you for the recent editorial endorsement
by the Covpus Christ Caller of me in the Texas primary.

I hope your readers will follow your advice and give me on
Satarday “a resowndiag victory" which will propel me on
my way ©© the Republican nomination and victory in
November.

I believe your readers in the Corpus Christi area are better

iaformed citisens because of the insights and perspective
which you bring to your news, columss, and editerials.

’u.”l'.

Mr. Edwazrd M. Harte
Publisher

Setpns Christl Catlar
Post Office Box 913

Corpus Christi, Texas 78403

GF/RN/cg
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Reagan offers.good
- show, not leadership




L_.as Supplement

N

Ford Bentsen chmces

in premdentlal primary



T N T R TNRRRRES AN TV LS T T e w Vv Targpgreappe e upeg oy T aagcy T G T Ry

April 30, 1976

Dear Mz, Martins

1 want to express my apprecistion for the receat editorial
endorsement of e in the Texas primary by the San Angelo

Standard-Times.

You correctly assessed the difficulties I inherited with the
Presidescy and the problems encountered in these past

20 months. I believe I have sarned your declaration,
"Gerald Ford hae brought us a loag way, " and I pledge
that I will lead all Americans even further along the road
to a better future in a full four-year term,

I believe your readers in the San Angele area are betier
informed citizsens because of the lasights and perspective
which you preseat in your news steries, columas, aand
editorials.

Sincerely,

Mpr. Bill Martin

Publisher
San A -
Peost Olfice Bex 5111

San Angelo, Texas 76901

GF/RN/cg



. ‘ The GOOD Morning Paper for the GOLDEN West of Texas

& | Sam Aﬁn{ﬁ@ﬂcb Standard .
| Optuion Page’

P.O. Box 5111, San Angelo, Texas 76901
N : ‘
: RO 0 i xR
‘ In Our Opinion |

| Ford IsOwed
~ GOP Nomination




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO: FILES

FROM: CONNIE GERRARD

The President wrote in by hand "Jim"
over the typewritten ""Mr., Allison"

in the salutation.




Dear Mr. Allison:

I want to thank you for the recent editorial endorsement

by the Midiand Reporter-Telegram of me in the Texas
primary.

Of all the things I bave accomplished in my career of
public service, I belisve I would prefer to be remembered
by one you cits in your editorial -- namely my record of

fiscal responaibility.

I believe your readers in the Midland area are better
informed citizens becanse of the insights and perapective
which you bring to your news, celumns, and editorials.

Simcerely,

Mz. Jim Allison Jr.
Publisher

r-Tel
Post Office Box 1650
Midland, Texas 79701

GF/RN/cg




_SUN., MARCH 28, 1978

@he Tidlamd Reporter-Eol

Disl 925301 P.O. o 1630 Midbnd, Teoes 79708
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
T!u Associated Press is entitied exciuswelv to the use for republication of all the local
news printed in this newspaper, as weil as ail AP news dispatches
Rights of publication of al other matters herein also reserved.

- JAMES N. ALLISON {1902-1975) .
JIM AL LISON, IR ... ittt it et et e et m e ae e PUBLISHER
" ADVERTISING RATES: Displav advertising and legal notice rates on application.
Any erroneous reflection upon the character. standing or reputation of any person. firm or
) corporauon which may occur in the colurnns of The Reporter-Telegram will be gladlv corree-
ted upon being brought to the attention of the editor.
The publisher is not responsible for copy omissions or tvpo%raphical errors which may occur
other than to correct them in che next issue after it is brought to his attention and in no case
dou the publisher hold himself liable for damages further than the amount received by him
space covering the error. The right is reserved to reject or edit all advemsmg
eopv Advmumg ordefs are accepted on d'ns basis only.

In the driver’s seat




April 28, 1976

W

Daarde—Gariwr:
I want to thank you for the recent editorial endorsement

by the Yort Worth Star-Telegram of me in the Texas
primary.

Believe me, every day I'm in the Oval Office I realise

the difference betwesn campeign rhetoric and the realities
you poiat out of desling with real problems ia the real
world of Weshingten politics.

1 believe your resders in the Fort Worth area are better
informed citisens because of the insights and perspective
which you bring to your news, columas, and editorials.

Sincerely,

Mr. Amon G. Carter Jr.

Publisher
Fort W Star-T
400 West Seventh Street

Feort Worth, Texas 76101

GF/RN/cg




— 'Star-Telegram recommends these Republicans

#”



April 28, 1976

Dear Mr. Keeney:

I want to thank you for the recent editorial endorsement
by the Corsicana Daily Sun of me in the Texse primery.

You bave captured in & fow words what I sincerely believe
ars the results of muy economic policies: "iIaflation is down,

snemployment is down, production is up.”

I belisve your readers in the Corsicana ares are better
informed citizens because of the insights and perspective
which you bring to your news, olumas, and sditorials.

Siacerely,

Mr. Arthur J. Keeney

Publisher
Corsicans Daily Sen

Post Office Box 6223
Corsicana, Texas 75110

GF/RN/cg
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'Fo'rd mefits GOP votés '




April 29, 1976

Dear Jim:

It was especially meaningful for me to receive the
eadorsement of the Dallas Times-Herald in the Texas
primary because of our loag acquaintance and becauss
of the high place your newspaper hold- in the ranks of
American journalism,

In a full four-year term I pledge to continue my leadership
with the "steady hand and adroitness™ which you called
attention to ia your editorial.

Jim, I'm sorry my campaign swiag through Texas does
not allow me the time for an extended personal visit. 1
look forward to having another such visit with you in the
Owal Office when these busy campaign days are over.

Sincerely,

Mr. Jamaes F. Chambers
Chairman of the Board
Dallas Times-Herald
1101 Pacifie

Dallas, Texas

GF/RN/cg
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April 29, 1976

Dear Tom:

1 want to express muy appreciatioa for the recent editorial
endorsement of me in the Texas primary by the Dallas

Times -Herald.

" Iam proud to offer the voters of Texas my record of
accomplishment in what you so rightly termed 2 “trying
period of political and economic upheaval. *

I believe your readers in the Dallas area are better informed
citisens becausse of the insight and perspective which you
consistently present in your news stories, columas, and
editorials.

Sincerely,

Mr. W. Thomas Johnson
Publisher

Dallas Times-Herald
1101 Pacific Street
Dallas, Texas

GF/RN/cg
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Dear Mr, Sheltona:

I want to express my deep appreciation for the receat supportive
editorial of me in the Texas primary by the Abilene Reporter-
News.

1 believe you have correctly assessed the difficult period
through which our country has passed im recent years. Of
all the things I have accamplished in my 21 moaths as
Fresident, the one of which I am most proud is the re-estad-
lishment of "normalcy and confidence in the institution of
the Fresidency" which you cite ia your editorial. I pledge
that in a full four-year term I will continue to keep a "stromg
hand on the bhelm of state” which you saw [it to single out

for praise in your editorial.

I belisve your resders in the Abilene area are better informed
citizens because of the insight and perspective which you
offer in your news stories, columns, and editorials.

Sincerely,

Mro Ac Bo smt‘l
Publisher

Reporter-.
Post Office Box 30
Abflene, Texas 79604

GF/RN/cg




Aprfl 29, 1976

Dear Joe:

I'm sorry my short stay in Dallas during these [inal

days of the primary campaiga will not allow me to have an
opportunity for guiet conversation with you. Ihope whea
the busy campeign season is over, we will have a chaeo to
talk in the Owal Office.

But while I am passing through Dallas, I did want to express
te you my thanks for the recent editorial endorsement of my
candidacy in the primary by the Dallas Momiag News. Joe,
this is very meaningful to me because of the special place

the Dallas Morning News occupies ia Texas journmaliom.

I promise that in a full four-year term I will continue to
work for and put into place those policies which you and I
both believe are best for the future of our nsation and the

American peopls.

Siancersly,

Mr. Joe M. Dealey
Presideat

Dallas Morning News
Communicatiens Center
Dallas, Texas 75222

GF/RN/cg
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The News, oldest business imstitotion o Texes, was estabiished in 1842
wiile Tezes was 8 Republic

Editorial Page
Dick West, Editorial Director

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 1975

- The News Endorses:

- Ford for President .
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IFILE ATTACHED
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The Hon. Gerald R. Ford, e
A President of the United States, —
¢ The White House, —
Washington, D. C. pit
<3
. o
Deax Mr. President:
Thank you for your kind note about my column on the

Texas primary.

I was
only account forxr
who crossed over

it,

sdrprised by the outcome last Saturday and can
in part,
into the Republican primary.

by the large number of Democrats

You still have a gremt reserxrvoir of good will in this

state,

and I think November will be another story.

I do not spend much time in Washington nowadays, but

I would like
time I am there.

to have the privilege of talking with you the next
I still recall with pleasure the luncheons

with you on Capitol Hill when you were Republican leader of the

House.

ob Baskin
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April 29, 1976

Dear Bob:

1 was fortunate encugh to be in Dalias on Wednesday whea your
column appeared raising questions about the Reagan candidacy
and what it might do to the Republican party to which I have dedi-
cated s0 much of my life. I was glad to be able to read this
coloma myself on the day it appeared, and I want you to know that
1 agree with many of the insights you have presented to your
readers oa this importast subject.

Bob, of all the accomplishments of my first 20 moaths as President,
I consider the most important to be the retura to the White House
of "'sincerity and honestness, ' which you mentioa in your column.

I regret that my busy schedule in Dallas does mot permit me an
opportunity to spead some time with you. I lock forward to seeing
you on a quister day ia the Oval Cffice.

Siacerely,

Mr. Robert Baskia
Dallas Moraing News
Communications Centsr
Dallas, Texas 75222

GF/RN/cg
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CAMPAIGN BY REAGAN QUESTIONABLE, DEVISIVE

It is pessible that the many good and simcere Republicams in Texas lwho are
strongly supporting Romald Reagan in Saturday's state Presideatial primary
are not looking far emough down the roed. The Reagan candidacy has been
something of a pussle ever since it began. It cosfinmes to be a2 puszie whean
one examines all the pelitical comnotations with it.

Here we have the spectable of 2 former California Govermor- a comservative
chalienging and incumbent Republican President also a comservative for the
GOP nomination in 1976. It would be easy to understand a challenged
Presideant Ford by someone f[rem the liberals of the Easteran ranks of the
party. Scommeone in the Rockefeller-Javits camp for example but mothing of
that sort has materialised.

Republican party rs mbership comsitutes less than 25 percemt of the mational
elactorate and it can be estimated that mot much more than 75 psrceat
of that mmembership is of conservative persuasion.

Senator Johan D. Tower, bhead of Ford's campaign in Texas bhas emphhsised
tow things in his intensive swiang arouds the state this week. 1. Reagam cannot
be elected if he is momimated. 2. A bilter division in Republicamsranks can
spell defeat for hundeeds of GOP candidates for Comgress and other high offices.

This is precisely what happened in 1964. In 1964 when Senator Barry Goldwater
highly comservative and divisive campaign for the nomimation gave the
Democrats a massive victory. Tower and others bhace mot hesitated to point
out the similarities betwesn Goldwater amd Rockefeller. Goldwater and

Reagan caadidacy.

The seenario that may develep is not a pleasant one for Republicans or all
coaservatives for that matter to cemtemplate.

Assumiyg that Reagan will aguire emough delegates between mow and this
summer's national convention in Kansas City there wili be the prospect of
abbitter struggle on the floor that could read the party. Such a contest could
be virtually irreparable.

The idea of an incumbent President being demied the momination ¥ almost .
imcomceivable. The embarrasment of such a development would throw the
Republican party inte an irresclute pesition. It has never beea a m rty that
could heal its internal woulsls easily.




It is well and good for Reagan to point up some of the ir-~ues that confront
the nation today, and it — ~ be that his candidacy in ¢ _.ating Ford from
vearing away f[ron his licg .eld conservative views. In-—chat context, some
useful purpose may bee seen in the Reagan campaign.

But it is apparest that the former California governor is a determined comtender
for the GOP nomination that he is fully intent on unseating Gerald Ford.

In this effort he has rather patent speeches that go over well in many places.

He bas the advantage of being out of oifice, where he does not Besle the pressures
that come frem sll sides, and he can expound idess that might We impractical
for a sitting FPresident, who must represant all of the nafjomn to a certain

extent, to espuuse.

It seems stzange that this contest should exist at a time whea the sconomy
is reboudning and when Ford is developing andimage of combistemcy and
coolness desling with the issues at hbme and abread. He is not the palished
performer that Reagan is in his public appearances, but his simserity and
hosestness came through to most of those who here him.

There is a geeat deal riding on the outcome of the Republican Fresidential
polmary in Teszs this coiniag Seturday sad the progaesticators includiag
the President himoeelf are say¥ng that Reagam is ahead, although Ford may
be coming up some in the Sinsl days before the wots.

Former Temas goversmor John G. Counnally who could infiluence the outcome
decisively has elected to stay above the fray. Some os his Iriends say that
this is a mistakeg, that be should taks sides preferably in behalf of Ford,

There may be good reason for Conmally to follow bis pressmt course. There
have been repsatsd speculative stories that he would be given some reward
possibly the Vice Presidential nomination of he camse out for Ford. If Ferd
wins out at the natiomel conventisn. The idea of a deal of this kind obviouwsly
is repugnaat to Congress and is bad polities to boot.

The Ford-Reagan contest in Texas will have the nations attemtiom if Ford gets
the nomimation his chances of gettiag a good majority of the delegates at the
Kansas City conveation will be tresmendously enbanced. If Reagan wins his
challenge of the imcumbent Presideant will be of greater significance thaa ever.




April 28, 1976

Dear Mr. Fain:

I want to thank you ‘or the recemt editorial endorsement
by the Austin American-Statesman of me in the Texas

primary.

Indeed I have tried to establish a “steady course for the
ship of state' during my Presidency, and | pledge to
continse that steady course during a full feur-year term.

1 believe your readers in the Austin area are better
informed citisens because of the insights and perspective
which you bring to your news, celumas, and editorials.

Simcerely,

Mr., James K. Faia
Publisher

Austin Americss-Statesmen
308 Guadalupe Street
Austin, Texas 78701

GF/RN/cg




Apsil 28, 1976

Dear Mz. Corawell:

I want to thank you for the recent editorial endorsement
by the Beaumont Enterprise of me in the Texas primary.
1 was pleased by your clear perception of what I have
tried to accomplish through both vetoes and compromises
in advancing the nation's best interests.

1 believe your readers in the Besumont area are bstter
informed citisens because of the insights and perspective
which you bring to your news, columns, and editorials.

Sincerely,

Mr. E. H. Corawell

Publisher
Beaumont Enterprise

Post Office Box 3071
Beaumont, Texas 77704

GF /RN [ cg



April 22, 1976

Dear Lea:
The March 5 editorial in the Jouraal
eadorsing my caandldacy for sn

Presidential nomisation meant a great deal
to me. I am particularly grateful for your
kind personmal commeats and also your ea-
couraging words about how I have haadied

our Nation's scomomic situation.

I feel certaia that your favorable eadorse-
ment was a positive factor in my primary
win in Illinoie, and [ hope that in the days
ahead I will continue o have your support

and encouragement.
With best wishes,

Mr. Len H. Small
Publisher

Ths Journal

Eight Dearborn Square
Kankakse, Illinois 60901

GRF:MEW:STW:mgs
ce: Ron Nessen/Margita White
cc: w/cpy of editorial of March 5 to: Sandra Wisniewski



April 16, 1976

Dear Jim:

I have been following some of your recent editorials,
and | want you to know that it means @ great deal to

me to have your support in my campaign for the
Presldency. [ am particularly grateful for your
editorial endorzemeont of March 7. There Is no doubt
in my mind that thie support was very helpfal in bringing
about my wina in the Florida primary,

it wae good to seec you when you were here for the
Florida editors iaterview and more recently for the
ASNE reception. 1trest you and Mrs, Clendinen
enjoyed your stay is Washington.

i hope that im the days ahead my Administration will
continue to have your support and encouragement.

With best wishes,

JEARY FORD

Mz, J. A, Cleadinen
Chairman of ﬁ- Editorial Board

The Tampa Tribune
Post Office Box 191
Tampa, Florida 33601

bee: Rom No‘u/n. Margita White, Sandra Wisniewski w/copy of
editorials.
GRF:NEW:STW:R LE:aby
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April 1, 1976

Dear Bill:

Thank you so wvery much for your
editorial endorsing me for a full
texrm as President.

It means a great deal to me to know
that you understand and support what
I am trying to do for our country
and for my fellow Awnericans.

. With best wishes and appreciation,

“UERRY Fong

Mr. William J. Keating
President
The*Tincinnati Enguirer
617 Vine Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45201

GRF' : RN : mvm
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THE CINCINNATI ENOUIRER =

S o= FOUNDED APRIL 2D 1881 —

One of tho Worlds Q)i'e(z{est A 1::1‘5}3(1/);’:“.»‘

WittiaMm J, KEATING
PRESIDENT

March 23, 1976

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
' President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D, C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed please find an endorse-
- ment from The Cincinnati Enquirer.

Best regards,

P

jr

Enclosure




ThE Lfage’pb}:p;bsjden Ford
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Dear Kirk:

I was in Sarseeta, Florids, enjoying the westhsr and the
large, friondly crowds, when a copy of the Sunday Chicage
Zribuse arrived with the very good news that I had yeur
editorial support in the March 16 Illinocis primary.

I want you to know how much it means to me o have yeur
support, Kirk, Yeur editorial showed & welcome understanding
of what 1 have tried to do since I came to the White House and
what my hopes aad plans are for the future,

Your support in this primary is especislly meaningful to me
because the Chicago Tribune both reflacts and leads the epinion

of millions of Americans in the heartland of our Natiea.
mm"“h‘.

Sincerely,

Mr, Cllm M
Editor

Chicago Tribune

438 N, Michigan Aveaue
Chicago, Illinois 60611

GRF:RN:jb



Dear Mr. Skewes:

Your recent editorial sancuncing that the Meridian Star is
chaaging its affiliation to Independent Conservative Republican
has just been called to my attention. Welcomse!

As you wrote s0 sloquently and with such uaderstanding, those
priaciples for which the Meridian Star has stood for so many
years are the principles of the Republican Party, and I know
you will be comfortable with the many like-minded pecple in
your new home.

1am, of course, pleased that you have decided to transfer your
affiliation to the Republican Party, whose ideals you obvisualy
share. What is more impertant is that you contiaue to bring
your insights and solid judgments on impertant issues to your
readers,

With appreciation,
Siacerely,

Mr, James B. Skewes

The Meridian Star

Bex 1591 -
Meridian, Mississippl 39301

GRF:RN:jb
cc: Dick Cheney - w/incoming
Margita White - w/incoming




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOHN

‘February 3, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSEN

FROM: DICK CHENEY v

7

Ron, attached is an editorial written by the owner and publisher
of the Meridian Star, James B. Skewes, which is probably the
second paper in Mississippi in influence. The editorial under-
lines the strength of the Governors race last November,

A letter from the President to Mr. Skewes, Box 1591, Meridian,
Mississippi 39301, should probably be sent on this editorial..

Attachment
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