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Digitized from Box 299 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

July 14, 1975

Dear Mr. Taylor:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this., I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

8ince I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American peopla.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issus which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincarely,

Ron Hessen
Press Secretary
to the President

My, Philip B. Taylor, Jr.
5634 Valerie Street
Houston, Texas 77036
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5634 Valerie street
Houston, Texas 77036
July 7, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen, Press Officer
The White House
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Nessen:

® week ago you unloaded on the journalists for being “"cynical"
and untrusting, and other things. I have some thoughts, based on 25
years as a political scientist (Berkeley, Ann Arbor, Hopkins, Tulane,
Houston; and more importantly for my viewpoints, the Universities of
Montevideo, Uruguay, and Los Andes, Bogotd). And also as a string
writer for the Christian Science Monitor, among other journals.

Obviously, you came from the media, and knew the hazards of the job.
But that isnot the point.

You know by now the essential role the press plays in our system. The
president can hamstring the Congress, and he is doing it regularly
with glee. There has to be a source of gritical, if not cynical, re-
action to his doings that he cannot control. The press is not always
correct; it lies on occasion, to be sure. But I have covered breaking
stories on occasion -- only a few, to be sure -- and I find it a pe-
culiarly hazardous and destabilizing experience, and it's terribly
easy to be wrong. As for deliberate lying, Jerry is doing fine, thank
you, and it's about time you began to ask yourself if you need to
front for such a type.

After all, he had hardly taken office before he pardoned Nixon. After
taking oath to defend the constitution, etc., how did this sit with
you? I could never see it as other than betrayal of trust, and for

me it is nonremovable original sin.

Probably most important is the clash of values. The press is probably
composed of a majority of middle-roaders or even more moderate than
that. Jerry is a rightist ideologue, and always has been since Grand
Rapids. (My Ann Arbor experience allowed me to focus on him.) We have
had only a few bigots in power in this century; Wilson was the last
one I can think of. But Jerry tops them all: imagine the total un-
reality of runmning again against FDR just to get Reagan off his

back!

You work for a social fascist, Mr. Nessen. You had better get used
to the heat in the press room. 1'd personally love to be able to
contribute to it. '
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Taylor
5634 Valerie street
Houston Texas 77036

Mr. Ron Nessen, Press Officer
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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July 14, 1975

Dear Mrs, Moore:

Thank you for sending your views on uy recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this., I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Yord
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Since I made comments, the atmosphers at my daily
briefings has considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue c¢h involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincerely,

Ron Hessen

Press Sacretary
to the President

Mrs. Alta A. Moore
Apartment 49

Azalea Gardens

1103 North Springbrook Road
Newberg, Oregon 97132
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No. 49, Azalea Gardens
1103 N. Springbrook Road
Newberg, Oregon 97132

Mr. Ron Nesson
Press Secretary
The White House
Washington, D. C,

Sir:

It has been with real disgust that I have read the items in the daily
papers as well as the news magazines relative to your ego being bruised
because you feel that you are not being believed in your press statements.

In your imsulated world among all the crooks and liars perhaps you do
believe that your words should be taken as truth but, believe me, Mr.
Nesson, out in the cold world of hard facts everyone knows what a line
of untruths and garbage you feed to the public and they are not buying it.
Why don't you wake up that the days of believing anything coming from the
White House, which, incidentally is no longer a pure, white symbol of
truth and honesty, if over. Just this morning a neighbor spoke of the
lies and deceit coming from Ford and his henchmen and spoke of how much
string dangling Pord is still doing at Nixon's call.

It is terribly resented that Nixon is still calling the shots on the
workings of govermment. He is the worst criminal in the world and in
any other Country he would have either been shot or put in prison for
life and yet all the management of the government of the United States
is still being dictated by hime

So don't try to berate the newsmen who question yomr veracity, they are
in the right and you are in the wrong. Just today the paper made it
Clear that you lied everytime you answered a wuestion on foreigm policy
because’ Kissinger(another liar and crook) has you under his thumb.

Pord with all his high handed doings, raising the price of eil and
gasoline while he continues to fly around the country using as much
gasoline in one trip as ten working people would use in a year, his
living in the lap of luxury while people are going hungry and bleating
about all he is doing to get the Country back on a normal course. The
best thing he can do is not run next year and let some honest man take
control of this beloved Country. He showed he was Crook NumberTwo when

he pardoned Nixon and nothing he has done since has changed the genegal
public's opimion,

I an not.a crank, just a very disgusted citizen who has never seen our
Country in the mess it now is,
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AZALEA GARDENS, #49
1103 N. Springbrook Road
Newberg, Oregon 97132
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Mr. Ron Nesson
Press Secretary
The White House
Washington, D. C.



July 7, 1975

Dear Mr. Mulrooney:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intsnded as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
pPress.

Since I made my commants, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved comsiderably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American peopls which
President Ford so strongly supports.

8incerely,

Ron Hessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Lee Mulrooney
2215 Oak Industrial Drive, NE.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505
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ELECTRONICS : INDUSTRIALS

LEE MULROONEY

MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVE

; June 29, 1275
JUL 031975

Ron Nesecn, Pres, Press Sec'y,
c/o THE WHITE HOUSE
1600 Pennsylvania Ave,
Waehinzton, D.C. 20004

Dear wr. Nescent

Attached please find newes story clipned from the
DETROIT FREE PREESC last Friday.

What are you trying to do, Nessen? Intimidate or
thrcaten our reporters? All they are trying to do ie their
Job, or_an honest Job. If I live to be a 100, T'1l never guit
being ernally grateful to the news medla for Watergate. If
they had not remsined skeptlcal =nd inquieltive to the end,
Ford would still be vice-president, and you would be back in
the boondocks, probably where you belong.

After reading the attaclied, I couldn't help reflect
how you are beginning to sound more and more like your nara-
nolc, fasclst predecessor, Zlegler.

Instead of changling the atmosphere, I'd prefer we
change Precss Becretary, especlally one who squares with the
newspaper reporters, something you are not <oing. 'hen the
irate ncws mecdla flnds you out and calls you on it, you reply
with a ridiculous tantrum, like your nredecessor, All you
have to do is tell the truth, buddy, =and thcy will get off
your back.

Falling 1n.this, Ole Harry Truman put 1t succincte
ly when he sald: "If you can't stand the heat, get out of
the kitchen. ™

Very truly yours,

LM:de W

Lee Mulrooney

CC: Helen Thomas, UPI
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LEE MULROONEY

MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVE
R —

Ron Nessen, Pres, Prese Jec'y
c/o THE WHITE HOUSE
1600 Penneylvania Ave.,

Washington, n,g. 20004
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Dear Mrs. Meeks:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his wWhite House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atwmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Bincerely,

Ron Hessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mrs. Ada Meeks
4892 Corduray
Mentor, Ohio 44060
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Dear Mrs. King:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the

press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevartheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Pord so strongly supports.

S8incerxely,

Ron hiessen
Press Secrstary
to the President

Mrs. Ann King
7024 Hawthorn
Bollywood, California 90028
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July 7, 1975

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his wWhite House onjoy excellent relatioms with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American p.opln which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. H., E. Johnson
Rural Route 1
Marion, Iowa 52302
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July 7, 1975

Dear Mr. Putnam:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Pord
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secreatary
to the President

Mr. Eliot L. Putnam
364 Gay Street
Hestwood, Massachusetts 02090
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July 7, 1975

Dear Mrs. Shimon:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing. i

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the Amsrican people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Foxd so strongly supports.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mrs. Ina Becher Shimon
1128 North Waverly Place

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 VA 3al>
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July 10, 1975

Dear kr. susbaun:

Thank you for sending your viaws on ny recent comments
about a small group of reporters at wy daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I an sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press, In fact, President Ford
and his Wuite House enjoy excellent relationas with the
press.

Since I nade my coxments, the atmoaphere at my daily
briefings has irproved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the Amsrican people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thouchts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincerely,

Ron lNessen
Press BSecrecary
to the President

Mr. Bruce ¥#W. lusbaum
Post Office Box 2873
San Prancisco, California 94126
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- P. O. Box 2873
JUL ¢ 71975 San Francisco, Ca. 94126 e
July 1, 1975

A

Mr. Ron Nessen, Presidential Press Secretary % 3¥§°&0
The White House z i
Washington, D. C. 20500
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Dear Mr. Nessen:

Just in case you missed Joseph Kraft's article about you and Presi-
dent Ford, I am enclosing it. I hope that if you have not read it

that you will read it. V

It seems to me that any one who becomes a spokesman for any President
feels that it is necessary to defend every action of that President

no matter how many of his own principles or misgivings he may have to
compromise., Not only President Ford's actions. remain suspect-:in~the

- the minds of many Americans in view of the events of the past few
years, but so do the actions and words of those who speak for President
Ford. ;

It would seem to me that once a former member of the press corps leaves
that field of endeavor to become a spokesman and, yes, even an apologist
- for a public official, especially a high public official, such a person
undergoes a drastic phsycalogical and ideaological change. Your recent
attack upon the Washington Press Corps is a good case in point.
Wittingly or unwittingly, you have added to the growing public:distrust
and resentment of the press, and your words undoubtedly found an especi-
ally warm place in the "hearts" df-die-hard Nixon-Agnew-Goldwater-
Reagan and Wallace supporters as well as other enemies of freedom of
the press. Make no mistake about it, Mr. Nessen, freedom in this
country, as it prepares to celebrate its 200th birthday, is on the
wane, and one of the few bastions of freedom left in this nation and
the world is that group of people you, too, were once a part of: the
American press corps.

Some times they can be imprudent, arrogant, callous, indifferent, over-
zealous and, yes, even misinformed; but without their snooping, enter-
prise and reporting, the government bureaucracy, led by demagogic and
unprincipled politicians, would run-roughshod over the public interest
and the public it is supposed to serve.

A study of Gerald Ford's past would creat a healthy doubt in the mind
of any reasonably well informed person as to his gualifications for the
job he now holds. Gerald Ford is no Harry Truman no matter how much
Ford would like the parallel drawn. While both men had special interest
groups behind them, Truman had a strength of character that enabled him
to rise above such commitments. The actions of President Ford have
changed remarkably little from those of Congressman Ford. He was a
staunch defender of Nixon and his policies to the bitter end and he is
continuing many of the policies and comittments that got us involved

in the war in Southeast Asia and keeps the worlds arms race booming.



His principal concern as a Congressman was also the concerncof business,
and his vetoes as President indicate that there has been no change in
this concern. The public interest, though he may not be able to differ-
entiate between the two (busines and the public), has always been second-
ary with him. Business manipulated him as a Congressman and it is still
manipulating him as President. \

Your statement that, "The President is an honest man, a man of integrity"
may, in fact, be true---if you use as your yard stick the supposition
that he truly believes that what he is doing is just and right and in
the public interest. But you know, I believe that Nixon felt such was
the case with him.

Democracy demands more of its leaders than that they be honest men of
integyrity ass: they and their supporters view such nebulous terms. It
demang that they be in reasonable control of themselves, their emotions
and their philosophies, as well as their advisors. It has been some
time since we've had such a President.

Some of President Ford's actions have been necessary, but the reasons

he has given for some of these actions have made his actions, as well

as his understanding of the issues, suspect---and this is one of the
main reasons that what you chose to call, "blind, mindless, irrational
suspicion and cynicism and distrust" have not evaporated.

That a Ronald Reagan and a George Wallace and to a lesser degree, a
Henry Jackson, loom so large upon the American political scence at this
time is proof positive that what I say has more than a grain of truth

to it. '

President Ford, because he was not elected to that position, had a
chance that few of his predesessors had, a chance for greatness because
he was not beholdened to any special interest group for that selection.
He could have ignored party lines, could have ignored sectional issues,
could have ignored pressure from the special interest groups of business
and labor and set about appointing the best qualified people for positions
in his administration, set about trying to get legislation passed that
was truly in the public interest, set about putting into practice what
most politicians preach about but most never get around to doing, but

in all of these areas President Ford has fallen short, not just short,
but far short. President Nixon knew what he was doing when he chose
Ford to be his new Vice-President. He knew that Ford was weak and could
be manipulated. After all, he had been manipulated during his entire
tenure in the House---and it is obvious that he is still being manipu-
lated. And now, Mr. Nessen, you are being manipulated, and just as your
predecessor took umberage with the Press Crops for pointing out his

soft underbelly, and that of his boss, you are becoming overly sensitive
"to those who question not only your bosses veracity but yours as well.
Wake up, Mr. Nessen, least you become anorther Ron Ziegler!

Sincerely,

(B eeth O ) atasor—

Bruce W. Nusbaum
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July 10, 1975

Deaxr Hr. Duriel:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comrents
about a small group of reporters at wy daily press
briefing.

I am glad o have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that ny comments were in no way intended as a
general cxiticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has imnproved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
o0 provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thouglhita on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is iwportant to
the open flow of information to the American people which
Fresident Ford so strongly supports.

Sincerely,

Ron Nezsan
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr, Abe Duriel

ARCO Petroleum Company, Inc.
177 East Broad Street
Rocheater, New York 14604
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l' ord and Critics Jockéy -on Oil Prices|

ByEDWARD COWAN 'dmmc crude oil productxon'ges could be’. made ‘up mext






