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,tiriPJ CA. 

-~ Ch::~:.J!~ ~~·Ja H::Juse. 
•:;1 ~.li\J." : Ave;-tue 

---------September 7, 1976 

President C~ld Ford 
The hhite House 
Washing""LDn, D.C. 

Dear ~..r. President: 

San Francisco, Ca . 94117 
Te lephone (415) 626-5235 

This Society is an Honor scx:::iety, with representation fran evezy 
tribe in tho United States, active for rrore than bventy years in 
India.-1 affairs. ~'le publish a newspaper, Wassaja; -a quarterly 
periodical, 'Ihe Indian Historian, and a children's magazine, 'Ihe 
Wee.-vish Tree, in addition to many l:x:>oks. 

By the very nature of our scx:::iety, we operate quietly, but have 
a great influence upon grass roots Indian opinion. 

A front page spread is being prepared in our newspaper for the 
~ee, cxmcerning the forthcaning elections, reaching 
rrore than 100,000 readers including Indians and their friends. 

) We earnestly request you to respond to the enclosed questions, to 
· /reveal your :position on issues of critical importance to the 
/ Indian people. Your res:ponse should reach us at the latest by 
the end of Sept:enber. 

Indian affairs has been a critical issue in eve:ry administration, 
fa:: t:v;c hund....-red years. It will not go away, and it p:ru.nises to 
beccrre even rrore critical in the coming four years. 'Ihis is due 
rr.aLrtly be<;:ause of the energy situation and the derrend for Indian 
resources fran their reservations. Wille there are sorrething 
rrore thpn one million Indians today, our influence is vei:y great, 
as can be seoJl fran events during the past five years. · 

~·~e urge you to res:pond. 

Yo~ cordialtg· , 

'- ---!~ ~ I 
R!_-~ • , Cos to, a cahuilla man 

· Presltlent 

~.!.<\l'·lT .:.i;-;s A LI BRARY AN!J PUBLISHES THE INDIAN HISIOrW\i'J. THE WEEWISH TREE. \'JASS:\jA 
; ~;JEX TO LITER ATURE ON THE .llr,!ER!CA,~ !~! D:.-\~1 

Digitized from Box 6 of the Bradley H. Patterson Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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TC : Presider1t C-erald Ford 
RE : Position on America..>1 Indian Affairs 

Do you favor the creation of a cabinet-level D2part::rrent of I ndian 
Affairs? 

·You have proposed the consolidation of health care prograrns. 
Kould this affect the Indian Health Service? 

Hor~ 

You have stated your opposition to termination of the federal-Indian 
trustee relationship. DJes this mean you will support the Retrocession 
Bill, \·lhio.~ rrak.es it possible for Indians to rerrove state and local 
authoribJ over reservations? 

You have stresse? the need for this nation to achieve energy 
independence. This can be accc::rnplished, you state, by eliminating 
t he strict regulations over coal and energy companies. You have 
U;?held this position by vetoing two strip-mining bills that would 
h a.ve required preservation of b'1e environment. 'The following questions 
na.v arise: 

ttl 1: ~mat is your administration's position concerning possible 
/ __.conflicts of interest arising from the :heed of coal COiTpanies 

·:~· . . <:: .. 
. · ' . 

,) 
""-) 

_, I 
·:l..(). 

~ £or \vater and Indian water rights? 
---------·---

2: Do you envision a conflict of interest with the Interior 
Secretary ;Jrorroting increased energy production on one hand 
and maintaining his legal resp:msibility to protect Indian rights? 

3: Y.1hat is your opinion of the Colli'l.cil of Energy Resources Tribes? 

You have proposed the establishn'ent of another Hoover Commission to 
exami..r1e t'ie structure of the federal govern--rent. can you be rrore 
specific about the goals of such a commission? hould zero-based budgeting be 
cOnsidered by· this commission? 

Wiat is your position on S.l (Cri...minal Justice Codification Revision and 
Refo:rm Act) , which contains provisions degr.:j. ving Inili.ans of rights? . , . 

In a press conference you said the budget for fiscal year 1977 wuuld 
"c-ut roug~ly $28 billion out." Where would this :rroney be cut, and rrore 
s_tX-::.cifically, would you attempt to save rroney by curbing go-v"ernrrent funds for 
Indians through program cutbac.1<s, termina·tion, reorgaPization, such 
as is expressed in the Borgstrom merro of Q'\ffi? 

if , .Jinmy Carter has called for the doubling of the Corrpreher1sive Education 
!)_> Trair:..i.ng .i\ct (CETA). \·;"na t is your position on the future of CETA 

pro;r.-.1;-rs': 

q. 

I(). 

\'mat prcx;ca.rn does your administration have to reduce the pr~sent 30 to 
65 ~~rcent Q~~mployment rate on r eservations? 

\':'na t is ymrr position on the future of programs funded th.rough the 
B:.trcdu o f India~ Affairs? CD you favor turning over progra..!r.s affecting 
Inci.::1ns to st.ate and local governrrents, as the Borgstrom rrer.D suggests? 



, 
. /.{ Lo vou envision an increase in govcrnrrent funding for educational 

9r~ra~ fo~ Indians? A decrease? 

Republicat'l adr:li..nistrations 1 beginning ttlith the statement by Ria."lard 
r--~ixon in 1970 1 have exposed the conflict of interest existing L"-2hie<=>.J1 
tt'--le Depa.rtrre..'l.t of Interior and the Depa.rtrre.nt of Justice 1 in relation 
to the trustee responsibility of the 'lJnited States to the Indi2Il.S. 
These two governrrental agencies act as adversaries in IndiaD court 
cases (such as water rights) in protecting the big landa.mers 1 oil 
aDd mining co.-rrpanies, while they are bound by treaties &<d federal 
responsibility to faithfully and relentlessly protect Indian treaties. 
He<,-: \•7auld you resolve this conflict? 

Our ner.·Tspape.r, Nassaja, has a circulation of 80,000. We are pre
paring a front pag~ article concerning the forthcoming elections, 
and urge you to send your response before the end of Septerri'cer. 



L it 1Ja.Jine 1--level .Ceca.b:bment of :;ndian Affairs 

I would keep an 00en mind about such a propoJal. I~ bu':. :n ly 

i; the vast ma jority of the Indian community and the re3p"J:.sible 

na ... i'Jno.l Indian organizations (like the NTCA ~ 
(-:.-rr1'ich of cours:e \.vex..: lrl rr'e n Rlb:::rim- the loco.ti 

with one -oice in fa~or of such an idea, 
Such an a g enc 

s:rmpatha tic cons iderati ·) n. s oouilld not b e long in th:: Executive 

Office of tha President nor should it be administ~red by rther than 
dirjctl~ 

an Adm. nistrr:tor or a Secretary reporting,as do all the ouner~, :... 

;ihat r v.iDtJ.~nt to see from the Indian community President. 

is an agreed po~ition about which elements bf 
roDD"'"'r; . 

the" n~w agency.~he Co~ress of C'Jurse offices would be co bined into 

~,_lla ha v,tha last 1rrord as t a the c r eat ion of a netv federal agency~ 

2. Effect of Consolidati ::m of XMQIXBX Health Care prcy;rams on the 
Indian Health Service 

Ny consolidawi n proposal does not 
except that ~~~~~ 

Servic e1 ~ "~"-· :.. ~ 't-ne ~ funds of 

affect the Indian Health 

the National Institute on 

Alcholol ana: Abuse and Alcoholism ~--rould in fa..-c t be transferred -
into the Indian Health Service • 

3. A Ret rocession Bill 

Bafo:ee 

bi 11, I wish 

supporting the specific languaae of any retrocession 

to have further consultation~~ the di.:.~ficult 
and sensitive jurisdict ion l s:oue with th e NCAI (which Hill te 

discussing this matter at its Salt Lake City C ·_)nventi..m)~iTC.A 
aw: Hith other concerned groups such as governors , county of!.~icials 

a~d private citizens. Al l American citizens, Indians ana nJn-Indians 
provided wi t_9 

a:..i ke must be - - ~- ·-effective lm-.r-enforcement and co1...~.::::'ti s~:st;e:ms 

and must be gu.arante e d the ri ghts vouchsafed to them in the Uc; ited 

States Constitution. 



(a ) C'Jal c::)i(JOanies a nd Inaim ·Hat e r Ri p:hts 

Inc~an t rust rights, i n c b .di nL Hate r ri",hts, a.RaX h J.·:e 

b ~o n vig6r -::> ~s ly a s [Oe r ted and d efended i n s uch ca.: e s a s Byr~:-l id 

v Hashington. If coa 1. co m;:mnies need Indian -..r~tter ~ 

they sh:::ulci negotiate t o lease or buy thos e r igh t s, and I nd.:..an 

people s h ou l d B:ii'naZ:X.:OXEX-ilm make their oHn decis ions about tt::.rn e 

nesot iati ens , benefitting financially (if the J-- c h ;:me) fro th a ny 

l eases or purchases. 

(b) Conflicts of Interest within Interior 

I envisage no conflicts 1-.rhich cannot be settled through 

administrative, legislative or cout acti:::m -- and in any of these 

actions I shall continue to ensure that the voice of the Federal 

Go 'ernment as trustee for Indian %1fll9.BX~lgZiKM: natural resources 

rights, will be clearly asserted. I continue to hope that the 

Congr~ss will Bli?Yb enact the measure creating an Indian Trust 

Cou nsel Authority. 

(c) Tb::J Council of Energy Resources Tribes 

I would wish to ensure that all affected tribes, including 
/"""federal) 

those in the Council, are consulted prior to ~ons 

wh ich affect their int erests. 

5. Gov sr n~sn t restructuring 

I nsofar as ~~xzn~X~~Z any reorganLa ti n affe cting Indian 

affa irs is concerned, I >·JOuld want most of all to have t he prior 

v i c:)',JS of Ind ian tribes and the nati:mal Ind i an organi za t i::ms. 

I VI0 1.:tld not favor any zerp-base d bud get ing ap p licati :J ns ~-rhich 

wou ld ~a term · nationist ph~. loso phy. ~ i'he t e !'m .. n -'3 t i o n 

i c r.:1a i s dead a nd will not be r ecu<:{i.t a ted u na e r a ny Administ r a t io n 

of' nine. 



/ _;lr).::;iti ~;' on S-1 

re s p on~e to CJncerns ex~ressed by tribes. 

1975 ~~oxis~hZSZ version of S-1 c~nt B ins s~~e parts 

a~.Lectin g .~ ~:;.risdicti'Jn and, as my answer to the ~z.sz retrocessi·:m que 

ti o .-. , alo·.,.·e , I.ndica:t,ed , I des ire to have furt~er consultations take place 

before deciding on what juri sdiction lansucge to support in the Congr 

7. "Curbing Gov e rnment Funds for Indians 11 

'rhe record of the Republican administration %.S.Z~Z§ZtZXM131:iZXi3 l2 -

for Indian 
. 

programs is right 

up 

funds up (since 

1973) up 433% to $75 millions. I am not going to turn dowmo~ard 

to-.,.wrds termination and no officer of my eiiilZif2ili£J§;J Executive Branch 

h as any intentio n of doing so either. 

8o Future of CETA 

I beli Jve the CETA Act is an excellent example of the snift 

• 
o:' decis.:.1n~ma~ing responsibi lft y away from the Washington bureaucracy 

and into responsible, elected local bodies, including Indian 

Tribal Councils. I will support continuation and i mpr ovement of 

t he C?:TA prog ram for Indian manpoHer training. 

9 . ~:.:Z~Cfil=:lr'7~5Ht.YlJ.-. '"~.' Severe Indian Ena~eployment 
just 

' '0 

Gndgr ree;ulat i ·x1s ancl buide lines }[ft.i<iXlJ.MKZaZXi:m.zn:..::xzz ~r:J cml _ a ted 

b :r the :Oepartment of Commerce for the n ew Public lVorks Act Jt ILii:8R 

7 0·~ of the funds are reserved for projects Hhere the re is '1. loca 1 

U'19~nlo-;rment rate- in excess of the natinal rate. Indi::1n 

? ~ servat i on s will clearly 
Indian 

<'71 ., , " .·rr' P"~''"' -· .... am _... _ _ ., \.J __ .h " -""b "' itself is 

this priorit .{ ca7.e?;ory. 

BDlihm Resorve.t ions o f 

gr:::atest ne")r: u n:J CET.;;. funds are now going to 157 Ind~an prine 

s:;onsors o 



' ' ~ 10. i3IA Funes to Stat e am Loca l Gov errune nts 

I do not favor chang in.; the r:Jut e of a ny 
I3IA r1i s s.L JilS and to 

Such f u nds no~J go almost entJ :eely t o t r ib <? s a n·:i 

tr·lba~ organi zat i:::ms and t hat is their p roper @!f!J!oB:{;,j:ilttJiiit'!S __ ,~x. -
desti nat i ) n. No one in my Execut ife Br·anch is sug2;esing 

anythh·g e lse an::1 the "memo" to which the questi :->n r e fers 

~ake s no s u ch rec 'Jmmen~ations. 

for 

'more anD (rJore oi' BIA and Indian 
• p 

contracaed to tribes directly. 

11. Money for Indian Education 

'l'he Office of Education's mJrufies for Indian Education have 

risen from $18 millions in FY 1973 to $42 mill i ons today. I 

will continue ~~zxap~~~Z my record of strong support for 

the educati::n of Indian children and for givin0 !3}l:ill95KSX 
themselve 

tribes and p~~fiff[g Indian parents more say in how this education 

m::mey is used. 

12. Interior and Just icE.J as zaaz as "adversaries in India.'1 
cases 

Court 

Contrary to the implication in the question, the Depar~ments of 

In~erior and Justice in the last several years have been in the 

for ,"! fro n:-; XX to defend and protect Indian trust r~'t;ht s in CG'-!.rt. 

They ha•.re WOl'\ landmark vistories in such cxzEs Hell-known cas es 

as -:·fcC l ahahatl.., Ha_-.s_h_i_n.;;,g..,t_:J_n, :fviancari, f1lazu~re, 3rvan and Stesens - . -
a n·J. are arguing force!ft~ in such pending cases as Pvr:.:.:·t i d 

ZNd.j_"tq!:_'l.l . ~aRif,"":iihMZ In m yl\admini s trat =. •n they Hi l L coPtim :.a to 

~ as s ert an-=: e~fend Indian natural resou- ces ri gh -; s • .uut"'=-- .. e sv 

ways to re3olve any conflicts is ror the Congr e ss t~ onact the 

Lake. 

Indian ·:'rL.:.st Counsel Au thority Hhich v.re pro po s ed six y e ars ago. 



ACTION REQUESTED 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

September 19, 1976 

BRAD PATTERS~~ J1; 
FRED SLIGHT~ 

Article Request 

The President has been requested to submit his views on 
issues concerning American Indians for publication in 
the American Indian Historical Society's newspaper, 
the Wassaja (attached at Tab A). 

As many of the concerns expressed in the Society's 
questions were answered in the article attached at Tab B 
entitled "President Ford's Policies for American Indian 
People," I would like your opinion as to the appropriateness 
of sending this article to the Society in lieu of a 
personalized article response. 

If you concur with sending the attached article, I would 
also appreciate your advice as to what other Presidential 
statements, speeches or messages might be included for 
the Society's use. 

As the deadline for the Society's publication is the end 
of September, I would appreciate your comments by c.o.b. 
Wednesday, September 22. 

Thank you for your continuing assistance. 

Attachments 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

September 21, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: FRED SLIGHT 

FROM: BRADLEY PATTERSON, 

With respect to your note of yesterday, I believe we should 
respond to the Wassaja invitation, but 4o not think that 
the generalized piece we did for the Association of American 
Indian Affairs will do the trick here. I think we should 
take a crack at answers to the specific questions which 
Wassaja has put to us. 

So I have done this in a draft which is attached. 

Please circulate it (together with the questions) for 
c learances and invite any readers to discuss the draft 
wl t h me so we can shape it up quickly. Please include 
Mrs. Kilberg on your list for clearance on this one. 

I am sending it to you in rough draft form, partly to 
save time. 






