
The original documents are located in Box 41, folder “Ford, Steven - Military Draft 
Clippings” of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
 



• 

ByDi:lnt!.i:icnry for the family, said: "It 
New Yor< Tur..:• News Sc,.yi~ :-ealJy S!ipp..:d f>js !l"Jr:d. I~'S 

Like hundreds tJf ofoet nothing more than t:iar. 
young men in th~ country, Ther::: were a lot of things 
Steven Ford, the Presi- going on wHb his father at 
d that tim.:." enr's youngest son, has 
techrJcally violated the, !aw The aide also said that 
by failing to register\i.rith whe;i h-: ~d register, it was 

- -) . ~ 1 o- po· 1· --.. 1· , . ; .1 __ _J . -~ -~.~J 

"WE ONLY prosecute 
men who have flagrantly 
violated the law,''. Strauo- . 
sa!d . He declined to define 
flagrant, quoting o. a . Su
preme Court Justice a:> 'say
ing that ''I can't d::fine it but 
I know it whe,; I sea it." 

- his local dr~ft board on . at his hign school where he 
time. · . . · . was graduated last June_ ' However, in one case, 

This handsome sandy~ --..:'He wa ~ery apologetic, Robert Cl1::r.10as was coc
·naired 18-year-old did · not. ~mt they said, 'Don't _worry, victed, placed on probation . 
register with the Selective It ha??enc;_ all "the time,"' _ and fined 5135 in Pittsburg:1 

- Service until after his fa- , the aice said. • earlier this ye;ir for failin5 
ther bec:ime President.. By. Charl~s G . . Br~tz, tn~ to register. 

1 
: • • 

law, he was requireq to re- : ~eputy d1:ector of t'.1e Selec- . 
port to his draft board not - ~ive Servi~e ~ard m Wash- ·, "I just thought there w~s
later th.:m 30 days after his ,. 1?gto~, sai_d ~~t Ste,ven had ~·t any n eed to register 
13th birthday. Sinc$lbe was : f~led m_ Vir~ma, :vnere he 'since there wasn't any 

- born . on·May 19, 1~56, he hved with hi~ fam;ly befo~e draft. Clemons told a. Wal?' . . 
should have presented him- -~ord took office. · . Street Journal reporter last 
self to the board befo,te · A spoles~an for the Cen- nonth. He was indicred wit..'1 _ 
June 19 1974 · · tral Committee for Consci- five other men in Pit~s-
Reco~ds at the iocal draft ent~ous Obj~ctors, a group burgh during March. ~.Jl six 

board here show that he re- which monitors draft-law h3d reported to L'leir draft 
ported on Aug. 30, 1974, · enfor~ement, :.aid yes ter-.. boards, _but alter the 30-day , 
more than two months after day it was extremely deadline. A lawyer who 
he was required to register. r are_" for the Selective represented two of the men 

The gener a l Selective S~rv:ce to pr_osecu~e a man said aH six had waited ~ore ·• 
Service policy is not to wno is tardy m registe~_i:ig. than a year to register. .. . . , 

·. prosecute a nan who is t\vo I 
· · or three monchs late in 

registering, according to 
the general counsel · for 
Selective Service , Peter 
Straub. However, he sard 
th~t some men had been · 
prosecuted for regist~ring 
late . 

. STEVEN FORD, who is 
t working on a ranch in Tre

ment, Utah, was unavail
able for comment. How

.. ever, an aide to Helen 
Snijth, the press spokesman 
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1 J). e .. er i·s ters for I {_.; . 
I Drnf t Lute 
I Ste•:en Ford, 18-year·old 

I so:;. cf r.h~ President, forgot 
to · register witil his Seiec- j 

I
I ti·:e Service draft boa_1d on 

ti::ne, ;i ·white House spokes- j t 
man s:lld ye~terday. ~ 

"It j1.1~t slipped Steven's It 
·mind.'' said deouty press c 

· secret:.iry John "\V. Rushen. , · 1 t 
You,1g Ford's draft board, 

· •shlle- noting that it was a -.
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I
~ "technic_a~ . vi.olati~n" of th~ :. j 
:- law, decwed that it was typ1-.• 
·. cal of many .. bthet: · young · . 

· : · men who miss their dead,.. 
' lines an.ct that there would · 
' ·' - be "n0 action taken" actainst' 

· .- the President's son,· i-I~shen. 
~ ad::led. . . . . , , _ O: ~ 

· . ·. S~even, who was:· gradu-
2ted fTom . high -· school. iIL. 

: June, bad turned 18 on iVIay 
19 an·l shoUld have regis-· 
tered iithln 30 days.. · 

:· • But, according to Hush en,· 
he didn't realize he was -re-·: 
ouirecl to register until Au-

gust 2:"l, when he registered 
and wrote the draft board a 
letter explaining why lie 
was t:irdy. That was about 
three weeks a.fter his father . 
be came pre5ident. · -· 

Steven is· now working on 
a ranch in utah. · · .. - _ , / 
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