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November 3 , 1 975:_ 

Dear .Mrs. :Pord2 

Because you have been .ao supportive of No Greater Love•s
"Thankaqiving Salute to Older Americans•, we are hoping ·t;hat 
you mi9ht'partioipate in a personal way in paying tribut.e to 
our elderly citizens ... 

If your, acbedule all.owa. we at No Greater Love would like to 
s119gest t.hat you serve as hostess of a luncheon for a small . ..::: 
group of,•enior citizen• a few days before 'l'banks9ivinq .. -: ,,' 

If a luncheon ia poasible, &.-9%'oup of ten or twelve older---people 
would. be i.deal as .it would be large enough.to avoid feelin9s of 
aelf-ccnaciouaneaa amonq· the gue9ts and small enough sp that it 
would be &.:Personal. ezperienC4t for all involved. , 

A luncheOn of tbia."Jdnd would set a most impressive example for 
the American- people to follow by includin9. older-p8ople -in'-their 
awn per80Dal ftanltaqivhq Day celebrations. 

. . ... . 

I realiM t:hat tbe soeial achedu1e at the White House--ia a very 
busy one, and that the aocial secretary may be hard ~esaed'--for 
time to organize an event of this Jtind. If this luncheon would 
be p0saihl• but for the limited amount of time in which to ar
range i ~... X would be happy to do anything r can tQ __ help vi th 
its or9anisation. Jlor example, perhaps I might be -able to 
supply a tenative qu .. t list of elderly people who would re
pre-sent a ·crosa aac:tion of social, economic and religious 
backgro)1Jlds. 

No Greater Love would. very much like to see the idea of this 
luncheon become a reality - the example you would set by par-· 
ticipatincJ in this vay would be invaluable in est:ablishinq--in 
this couni:ry a tradition of caring for our older Americana .. 

I have enclosed a copy of our Salute brochure •. These have been 
distribu~ to all Members of Congress, Governors and clerqy 
(with the help of R.X.C .. A.) askinq them, too, to participate 
in the Salute. 

We ask tha~ you considei; this request in the interest of 
our older Americans. 

Thank you. 

Mrs.1Garal4 Pord 
lftle White Bouse 
Washinq~on, D.C. 

\ 
L .. 

Sincerely, 

Carmella LaSpada 
Nat ional Coordinator 

. . 
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Digitized from Box 8 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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07FICc o.= "IHC: Ml"Or-<lTY LSAO£r( 

WA::;~UNCTON, o .c. 20510 

.t~t~:.st 1, 1975 

20500 

Dear ;.: . President: 

'i".n~re 2.re thot.:..Scnes, pemaps n.1.llio~::;, ot o:(:~:- .-'\:i.er::c~:."::::> 
ti--iro~cu.t the Lr-~ted S~:e.!:es ~·:ho l:.\-~ r:.lo:--.e o~ ~·;.L~:-.~~~~ .;: ... e:::~::..:!~. 
To O'~ ol~~r t.:r~ricans ~·;~o r~c..~-e tl-:~i:- c::e-:;;;J, 1:::.:i.:lv:a, e:.~~ri.e;:.~e 
-nG. h!:'""'Y'-: , •• 0~- ~n~···-'"n --.,,., ... ~- ~.::-.:; ..._., - ..&..: _ _ ·~- 1• ....... ,. .:....· .._ .... ___ • 
c:.!- -- ...... ,.., ... A, "•J...a..v~ u~,y '-'Ll.J..J..~\...~1..1 \.l...:.._ •• 2.:> vU ..:...-:.:C....1....:-::! v:':~ u-'-~..:t~L-_g. 

of l·i(:i=-rtJH f'o.,.. o:!.,....,.=--.L~·==-s ::-~--~ o··- '"'""S._"" ....... """v" --:--=- ·-!'.;!-.:c- c···~- .... s--.::i.c .. :.,.--- - - .... -u- v~ _.,_... ........, vv '""--~uv "'•:.- 4J.~v..L ~... .,_.;:)c ~ ..J- .i.. ~ 

debt o:f' gra~it~e. As yo~ nav.e sdc, :::·:'2 ..-,~~ r.:;:: lo:-;~ :;::..~~--~ · -
o;. .. tha contD:·k:g co~~:ric1.;.tio.:-..s t:11.s ::~:-:e,,'"2.~ii::;:1 c~~ ;:·z·:e, r:~:- of 
our co::-2it!"uent as ·a soci.:·~y to r.:e~~ t:::!ir n2-=cl:;! •r 

Tno~:s~i ".;""i:'"'-:-'"; is a ;>~~icul~l.:i c·pp~G;>4--l~c..:~ f. - ri:.:: ·;;o o~·;~·~-!~ 
friend.ship and care to olc!~r .ll. .. l!erica:.3, r~2.!1.'/ o~· i':::o::: ~·;~ll ot=-:.~::-.. .-:r.~~! 
~-=-- • c:--.~"'1-~;Y\;. .L~~ ~ ..t..r<Jdi-:-;" . ..,", '1~·1 o··· "-,.. _, ·-· .... ~- ... -"l~ ·- .-· .•• • • ...... ! ~.,,. ... ,"""'\.-:_. ·· 
...,_ ..,;, ... ..1- ... ~~ '-'.ti.'"-;:, '" ""-·-'•·"--'- u"'--\ .-. i.,;..J~~=-.:•..,,! • ..:..~ ... :..;) ... • _ "'·~':' • .1 ... :. .. ~.JJ 

alo:ie ~1d .forgo~ten. \·:e ~·;c•_!ld lil::~ to :-.:ld a n·~;~.,. c~L:~2:isic:1 to 
f:..r:iarica' s tt'ad.iticn of '~1a..,_~sgi ,,1.rt.:; c:t ~~2;> f'o~.·;;-:.~ ~o:..- v~:- t:~:.,:.c:: 
2.3 ;~2 C!p:J!'Cac~L our- bice::~~~--Ual. \·;·e ~:! r2(i1-.:~:>c.ir~.~ t:--:~t :yo~.:. ir1c:i...;.:-:: 
this t!1otJ&~t in your T..1a~csg:!. V~~ Da,y P:-oc la7.a~:to:;., c:?~·i t~~~·:::? 2'ie::i 
A.'1'.2ri~a."1 to join }~o Gr23.ter Lo1..-e .;n e:iv:irJ6 Ow ... olC.2-.:- A1.eric~s 

tc...e appreciation they so gr-eatl.v c:.~se:;: . ..-2. 

\·le se:r-P- o:-i the r.J:J.tio:-13..l :\d.vizo~J Ca~:1cll of' ~-:o (;~a:;.-~r Lo::~, 

a n~n;Jrofit 0~6~"1i~aticri ~,·;hich ::>pc~""1SO!"S ·~r:"0gL&~s of fr·ic:61.c~~.,ir> An(i 
cc.i..-e for ofte::l-forgott~n groups of .!'-.:r:~:"i.c~.n.5. &:Gr.. pl~1.:; to 2...s~-:: 
th~ i ·Ie.:io;i..:ll L~t~~i~aith Co:ilitic:1 0:1 :•.;:!.:::.;:; to Jo.i~ ·L:C--:~w i:!. u~:":":..---:~; 
Govemo=-:;, Ferr.bers Oi .. Congress, c'!wch 2.."!d cc,;.r;:-'1.-..:Lt.'/ tr~:_:;>::; ::-t;:ttio:!
\,.i.d~ ~o i.vicltil2 th~ ole2r ;"~erici!;:; ~ ti12ir 'fnr4J.~(Sf~i'tif'_-; c2l-:~':J~t:io::~ ., 

Ti.~a."'l!c you tor your co:-:sic2ntic:i of tl".is rcqt~est ?:?.d fo-:- you:
sincere iri~erest in our elC2rly cit:.ze:-1s. 

Sbc~:.:""Cly, 



August 29, 1975 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of everyone associated with No Greater Love, 
I want to tell you how much we appreciate the genuine 
concern you and your fa~ily have shown for our work. 

Recently, you received a letter from Senator Hugh 
Scott and Congressman Thor.as O'Neill, members of 
our National Advisory Council, requesting that you 
include a paragraph in your Thanksgiving Day Pro
clamation concerning our older Americans. A copy 
of the letter is enclosed. 

We would like to make as many Americans as possible 
aware of the Salute to Older Americans. We have re
quested the National Interfaith Coalition on Aging 
to join us in this effort. In the interest of na
tional awareness, would it be possible for you to 
release a Presidential statement prior to No Greater 
Love's National Thanksgiving Salute to Older Ameri
cans. If so, then your statement could be distrib
uted in plenty of time to all church groups parti
cipating in this tribute. Such a statement would 
really give substantial thrust to the program. 

We share your concern for our nation's elderly. 
The Thanksgiving Day Salute is one of the ways 
we are reme~hering them. Giving thanks first 
of all means giving. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

' . 

Sincerely, 

Hank Aaron 
President, NGL 
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Dear Mrs . Ford: 

August 29 , 1975 

As you know, No Greater Love sponsors programs for 
senior citizens in addition to those it does for 
veterans and children of MIAs and KIAs .• 

For the past few years, No Greater Love has sponsored 
a Thanksgiving Day Salute to Old·:=r .l\mericans in Wash
ington, D. C. to make sure that these people, who are 
living alone or are without fa'r!tilies, are not left 
alone on our traditior.al day of togetherness and 
happiness. 

Our Salute has been so successful that this year we 
want to make it a national effort and , hopefully soon 
part of the American Thanksgiving tradition . 

' l~e are asking the Nationa l Coalition on Aging to co-
operate with us in our effort to foster the Salute 
nationwide. In promoting this Salute, clergy will be 
asked to encournge their congregations to participate 
by including these elderly people in their festivities . 

Members of Congress will be asked to visit homes for ,,,,
the aged or to extend invit ations to older citizens to 
join them in their homes for the day. 

Since you are Hnorary Patro::i of No Greater Love , we 
would like to include a s hort statement from you in 
our Salute brochure . Perhc:ps you would find something 
like the enclosed suggestio~ appropriate as a statement 
from you. 

As our Salute brochure is "in the works" , we are ·-""' 
eagerly awaiting your reply to our request . ~ 

On behalf of everyone ass ociated with NGJ .. , I would 
like to tell you how much \·:".? appreciate the genuine 
concern that- you and your f <::.rnily have shown for our work. 

Mn1. G~rald Ford 
'rhc Hhi tc Housa 
Wanhington, D.C • 

. . 

Sincerely, 

Hank Aaron 
Pcsident, NG! .. 

::.•. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

November 14, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: MARIA DOWNS 

FROM: SUSAN PORTER 

On Thursday evening, November 20th, the 
President and Mrs. Ford would like to host a 
dinner for 10-15 senior citizens. The idea 

6~: Jal!q rv. 

behind this dinner would be to encourage citizens 
throughout the country to include senior citizens 
in their Thanksgiving plans. Because Thanksgiving 
this year so close ly precedes the trip to China, 
the President and Mrs. Ford would like to have · 
this dinner for senior citizens just a week 
preceding Thanksgiving. 

Cannela LaSpada of No Greater Love (785~4665) 

is working on ~ guest list and I have told her 
that you will be in touch with her regard~ng 
the plans. The thought is that the guests 
could arrive at 7:00 p.m. for before dinner 
dubbonet or whatever with the dinner serv-ed 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Thank you. 

c: William Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 14, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: MARIA DOWNS 

FROM: SUSAN PORTER 

On Thursday evening, November 20th, the 
President and ~i·c.aFord would like to host a 
dinner for~ ~enior citizens. The idea 
behind this dinner would be to encourage citizens 
throughout the country to include senior citizens 
in their Thanksgiving plans. Because Thanksgiving 
this year so closely precedes the trip to China, 
the President and Mrs. Ford would like to have 
this dinner for senior citizens just a week 
preced~ng Thanksgiving. 

Carmela LaSpada of No Greater Love (785-4665) 
is working on a guest list and I have totd her 
that you will be in touch with her regarding 
the plans. The thought is that the guests 
could arrive at 7:00 p.m. for before dinner 
dubbonet or whatever with the dinner served 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Thank you. 

c: William Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 

. . 

... 
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FACT SHEET 

Mrs. Ford's Office 

Date Issued 11/18/75 
By L. Baker 

Revised ----

Event Dinner for Selected Older Americans 
Group "No Greater Love" (the organization administering the project) 

DATE/TIME Thursday, November 20, 1975 7:00 p.m. 
Contact Carmella LaSpada Phone 785-4665 
Number of guests: Total 14 Women X Men X Children - ------
Place First Floor Family Dining Room 
Principals involved The President and Mrs. Ford 
Participation by Principal __.y._e;;..;s;;_ _________ -'(Rcceiving line )_n_o ___________ _ 
Remarks required -e:..e_s _ __,,, ______________________________ _ 

Background "No Greater Love" sponsors programs of friendship and care for children 
of servicemen missing or killed in action, hospitalized veterans, and older Americans. 
President and Mrs. Ford are exemplifying "No Greater Love's" Thanksgiving Salute to 
Older Americans - a program REQlJIREMENTS encouraging citizens to invite*"" 

Soda1: ~ 

Press: 

Technical 
Support: 

Guest lisr yes - Carmella LaSpada to Linda Baker 
Invitations yes - Carmella LaSpada 
Refreshments Dinner Format 
Entertainment no 

Programs no Menus no 
___c.;.__:___ ------

------------------------------~ 
Decorations/flowers 

~J-%.&-----------------------------
M us i c no 
Social Aides no 

........ ~----------------------'---------------
0 res s Business Suit Coat check yes 
Other -----------------------------------
Reporters TO BE RESOLVED 
Photographers ----------------------------------
TV Crews 

White House Photographcrs _ _._y-'e'""s'-------
Othcr - -

Color yes Mono. - -------

f\1 icrophoncs __!!2 _____________ _ PA Other Rooms no -----------
Recording._~v~e~s~------~------------------'----,__ ____ __ 
Ughts no 

~----------------------------------
Transportation cars (to deliver and pick up the guests) -- through the SW gate 

Parking South Drive (only temporary parking when picking up the guests 
Housing after dinner) 

Other (Risers,stage,platforms) 
---?'",.,..-~c~~.~.,..--

..,~.,D 

Project Co-ordinator_.=.L::..:i:.:n::..:d=a=....:B=a:.:.:k~e:;.:r._ ________________ ~ 

Site diagrams should be attached if technical support is heavy. 

*1-•elderly persons living alone to Thanksgiving Dinner . 

. . 
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For Immediate Release 
Wednesday, November 19, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

~~. 
The President ancl-_Mrs.i,. ~ri wfil_host a/,dj9ne~November 20 at 7:10 PM 
in the White Hous~~;~pp j'jl £j§)y~liti,Mn senior citizens. 

Mrs. Ford is ~o.J:a~y Patron of the organizat;on irNo Greater Love" who 
is sponsorin 7T~~~ksgiving Day Salute to Older: A e•ricans. sident 
-an P~h Htel hope that their '1iPme1 willftocusl\on the isolation of millions 
of a~ senior cffizens and encourage people throughout the country to set 
an American tradition of including older citizens in their thanksgiving plans. 

~'·"'°' Guests will arrive at 7: 00 PM and join the President and Mrs. Ford in the 
Red Room prior to dinner being served at 7: 30 PM. The menu includes: 
Fresh Fruit Cup; Roast Stuffed Turkey with Cranberry Sauce; Candied Yams; 
Acorn Squash; Brussel Sprouts; Homemade Rolls; Tossed Green Salad; and 
Eggnog Pie. 

# # # # # 

"">-0 
Press Pick-up at 7=Y' PM for Photo Opportunity during dinner 

( 

' . 



For Immediate Release 
Wednesday, November 19, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

The President and Mrs. Ford will host a dinner November 20 at 7: 00 PM 
in the White House for a. pproximately thirteen sen~ citizens. 

l .1 ~? -~) 1~1.."-" fv(l~~I 
-;'( The organization of No Gre0.t;:~1s sponsoring its W~ 

( '1!!_anks~iving Day_ S~o __ . · . --~mericans.;* Mrs. Ford is Honorary 
Patron of No Greater Love. She ani:Il:fie President feel the idea for the 
dinner would be to encourage people throughout the country to include senior 
citizens in their than.kKss,,9 iving plan.s. /~a.-- ~' ::A._ ..,( 

~c~~,.) .i.e <::<...'>'·.,r-.../P- ~~ ., 

Guests will arrive at 7: 00 PM and join the Prefident and Mrs. Ford in the 
Red Room prior to dinner being served at 7: 30 PM. The menu includes: 
Fresh Fruit Cup; Roast Stuffed Turkey with Cranberry Sauce; Candied Yams; 
Acorn Squash; Brussel Sprouts; Homemade Rolls; Tossed Green Salad; and 
Eggnog Pie. 

Guest list attached. 

# # # # # 

Photo Opportunity during dinner 
Press Pick-up at 7:45 PM 

' . 

-



Dress: 

Arrival: 

- ... 

Dinner: 

Dep::i.rture: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PRIVATE DINNER FOR REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE SEJ\l"10R CITIZENS COMMUNITY 

November 20, 1975 
7:00 p. m. 

Business Suit 

7:00 p. m ..•• Your guests will arrive through the Diplomatic 
Reception Room and will be escorted on a tour of the White 
House by Mike Farrell. 

7:20 p. m •••. Your guests will be escorted to the Red Room 
for cocktails. 

7:25 p. m ..•. You and Mrs. Ford will be escorted via 
elevator to the Red Room where you will join your guests for 
cocktails. 

Rectangular table 

7:30 p. m •.•. You will escort your guests to the First Floor 
Family Dining Room for dinner. 

NOTE: There will 
your guests have 

a press photo opportunity once you and 
seated. 

NOTE: You will deliver grace before dinner is served. 

You and J\1rs. Fo will escort your guests to the Grand 
bid them farewell. You may then to return to 

Family Quarters. 



Linda Baker 

- 2 - Representatives of the Senior Citizens 
Corni-nunity Private Dinner 

Suggested remarks are attached (Tab A). 

Background information is attached (Tab B). 

Guest list is attached (Tab C). 

A White House photographer will be present. 

There will be copies of The Living White House available for 
your guests. 



President and Mrs. Ford and Representatives o{ the Seni.or Citizens Comrnunity 

The White House 
Thursday, November 20, 1975 

DINNER 

Fresh Fruit Cup 

Roast Stuffed Turkey 
with Cranberry Sauce 

Candied Yams 
Acorn Squash 

Brussel Sprouts 
Homemade Rolls 

Tossed Green Salad 

Eggnog Pie 
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November 19, 1975 

Mr•. l'•n1 ac1 l an lleartened by th• pro1razn te paf 
•P'clal tribute to our olcle~ cltlMn• hriaa Thaabp.m, 
Da., t.•tlntle•. 

a,_.orect ltr tile oraulaatloa caltect No Greate1' !Ave, 
Wl4er tho teadenldp of Hult Aaron. the TlutakapYb.\1 
Satote to ot•er Americana hu become a tradld.oa la 
ou Nadoll'e Capltat. I am pttoed ol Betty'• hODOnry 
patrouhlp ot th• e..m tht• you, ad both of u ue 
pteued that the J975 Salute la bdq eapaaded to lactud.e 
the wbole a.atlan. 

We welcome thla opportoalty to applaud the Sea&ton. Coa
an••men. OoYeraon ad mamlsore ol tbe National later• 
f&Uh Coatltloa 4»D Agia1 no 1aaft Jolae4 la the etf ort to 
make th1s day memorabl• for ear aatlon'• older dtbeu. 
It l• a mo.et appl'opdate way fu alt of u to expnaa our 

.... -.aw•cl•tlea to tho8• wile n&ft glna •o mudl to euure 
the bt••ela&• f•r wh.l.ch. we gin thnb t1ab ••7· 

.. 
l e.an "POD att Al:Md.eau to Jola 1a th1tl eflon al antl· tad•. aclmlratioa aDl1 deetloa fer OU' otcl•I' :fellow dtl
seu. l am ••re that the aneanl•s of tb19 BoU4ay will be 
1reatly nhaacof IOI' all no putldpate la dal9 worthwhile 
eallea-.or. 

Sent to: Mr. Hauk Aarou 
Preaident ---No Greater Love A · Fo,4' 
1750 New York Ave1lue, NW. ) I. '" ~\ 
Waahln&toa. D. C. 20006 JJ 

Gl\F:Huek:jmc / 
cc: D. E. Dowaton/R. NHaen./1. Connor /T. Marn/S. Weldea.t:!ld/E. Haaek/CF 
DtJE: ASAP • 
Reque•ted by Mr. Aaron 

. . .. .. .. .; . . ... 
••M-A•4'"f 

.. 
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~-or Immediate Release 
Thursday, Nov ember 20, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

The President and Mrs. Ford will host a Thanksgiving dinner tonight at 
7: 30 PM in the White House family dining room for fourteen senior citizens. 

The dinner is being held one week prior to thanksgiving with the hope that 
it will focus attention on the isolation of millions of senior citizens and 
encourage people throughout the country to set an American tradition of 
including older citizens in their thanksgiving plans. 

Their guests will arrive at 7: 00 PM and join the President and Mrs. Ford 
in the Red Room prior to dinner being served at 7: 30 PM. The menu includes: 
Fresh Fruit Cup; Roast Stuffed Turkey with Cranberry Sauce; Candied Yams; 
Acorn Squash; Brussel Sprouts; Homemade Rolls; Tossed Green Salad; and 
Eggnog Pie. 

Mrs . Ford is Honorary Patron of the organization "No Greater Love" who is 
sponsoring a National Thanksgiving Day Salute to Older Americans. 

Guest List attached. 

# # # # # 

Press Pick-up at 7:20 PM for Photo Opportunity 

) 

' . 



FACTS ABOUT NOVEMBER 20th DIJ\-:NER FOR OLDER lu'-IBRICANS 

cuests selected by: 

Associated Catholic Charities 
National Capital Union Presbytery 
Washington Area Council of Churches 
United Methodist Church 
Episcopal Diocese of Washington Ministry to t~e Aging 
Jewish Council on the Aging 
National Association of Arab Aiuericans 
National Council of Senior Citizens 
American Association of Retired Persons 
National Retired Teachers Association 

Ages of Guests : 64 to 68 
64 
66 
68 
71 
72 (2) 
73 (2) 
75 
78 
79 
88 

Places of birth: VA (3) 
MD (2) 
New York City (2) 
D.C. (2) 
PA 
Iowa 
Mass. 
Shershev, Poland 

.. .. 

Number of Guests: 14 (9 women - 5 men) (There are 4 blacks 
and 10 whites) 

National Statistics: 5.8 million senior citizens who live 
alone or without family) 
4.5 million are women; 1.3 million are men· 
3.5 females for every male 

-1 

,_ 



BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON GUESTS FOR WHITE HOUSE DINNER FOR OLDER A.~RICAN 
~ 

Flora Ack (72), now a resident of Washington, D.C., was born in 
Spotsylvania County in Virginia. At present, she 
serves as a D.C. Village Volunteer. In addition, 
she is very active in various church affairs, in
cluding the choir in which she sings. 

Lillian Barsky (71), originally from New York City, has been active 
in the Washington, D.C. Status of Women group 
whiLe living in this city. Lillian has also 
traveled extensively to all parts of the world 
with the Conference of Christians and Jews. 
Recently, she has helped to research and plan 
a tour book of Washington for senior citizens. 

Ardoin Casgrain (78), comes to Washington from Winchester, Massachusetts. 
One of Ardoin's main concerns is the promotion of 
the Foster Grandparents program in which he is 
very active. In addition, he devotes a good deal 
of his energies to his activities with the .American 
Association of Retired Persons. In his spare time, 
Ardoin writes poetry that reflects his personal 
thoughts on aging. 

Patricia Corbett (79) r born in Dubuque, Iowa, is a former pediatric 
nurse. Patricia's family history can be traced 
back to America's earliest days. She is a de
scendent of Josiah Bartlett, one of the original 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Charlotte Fillmore (75), has enjoyed various vocations in her years 
here in the Washington area. At one time, 
she was employed as the housekeeper for Mrs. 
Mccaffrey, former secretary to Mrs. Mamie 
Eisenhower. She is currently involved in the 
Senior Aid Program. In addition, Charlotte 
runs a Day Care Center for some forty-four 
children ranging in age from two to four years 
and in nationality from African to Oriental. 
She is also, at the present time, a fo'ster 
parent to a five year old child who has lived 
with Charlotte since the age of five weeks. 

James Morris (73), was born in Tom's Creek, Virginia, but lived for 
a long time in Knoxville. There, he employed his 
abilities as a maintanence engineer for the 
Tennessee Board of Education . 

ft ( 
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Feiix Morrison (64}, is a native of Washington, D.C. Felix devotes 
much of his time writing these days. In addition 
to his literary pursuits, he is interested in 
photography. Felix is a rose fancier. 

Corma Mowrey (68}, comes to us from West Virginia where she was a 
teacher. From 1~50-51 she served as the President 
of the National Education Association. Corma holds 
season's tickets to the Washington Redskins games. 
A devoted sports fan, she particularly enjoys baseball. 

Raymond Parisi (72), originally from New York City, has enjoyed various 
careers. At one time, Raymond was a hair stylist 
at the famous Plaza Hotel in New York . He has also 
been a professional dancer. In his time he has 
worked out choreography with entertainer George 
Raft's dancing partner. 

George Robinson(73), was born in Carolina County in Virginia. George 
is active in various affairs sponsored by the 
Baptist church. 

Onalee Swain (76), worked for forty-one years at the Department of 
Defense where she served as assistant to General 
Medaris. Onalee assisted in the setting up of the 
Guided.Missile Base in Huntsville, Alabama. No 
stranger to the White House, she has twice before 
attended teas there during the Truman administration -
both before and after the White House was refurbished. 

Betty plliams (88}, 

\i~ f'1' 

who was born in Maryland, is the oldest of the 
guests for the dinner. She comes from a background 
of distinguished clerymen. Betty's father was the 
Rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, the oldest 
church in the District. Her husband was also an 
Episcopal minister. "" r Frances Winthrop (77) , came to the United States from Shershev, Poland. 

After living in New York, Frances came tq Washingt< 
where she worked at the Department of Defense for 
twenty-six years. She is very active in the affai~ 
of the Jewish Community Center. In addition, Fran• 
is a Pioneer Woman, a Jewish group which sponsors 
many fund-raising activities to benefit the p~ople 
of the community. 

Wadia Ferris · (Ittfuzmati:=n ie:rbhcmoixxg) 
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Dress: 

Arrival: 

Dinner: 

Departure: 

THC: \VHlTE HOUSE 

W;':\SHJNGTOl\i 

PRIVATE DINNE FOR REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE SEl><'IOR CITIZENS COMMUNITY 

November 20, 1975 
7:00 p. m. 

Business Suit 

7:00 p.m .••• Your guests will arrive through the Diplomatic 
Reception Room and will be escorted on a tour of the White 
House by Mike Farrell. 

7 :20 p. m •.•. Your guests will be escorted to the Red Room 
for cocktails. 

7:25 p. m ..•. You and Mrs. Ford will be escorted via 
elevator to the Red Room where you will join your guests for 
cocktails. 

Rectangular table 

7:30 p. m .... You will escort your 
Family Dining Room for dinner. 

sts to the First Floor 

NOTE: There will be a press photo opportunity once you and 
your guests have beer_ seated. 

NOTE: You will r grace before dinner is served. 

You and 1Y1rs. Fa will escort your guests to the Grand 
and bid them farewell. You rnay then wish to return to the 
Family Quarters. 



l\OTES: 

Linda Baker 

- 2 - Representatives of the Senior Citizens 
Community Private Dinner 

Suggested remarks are attached (Tab A). 

Background information is attached (Tab B). 

Guest list is attached (Tab C ). 

A White House photographer ·will be present. 

There will be copies of The Living White House available for 
your guests. 
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CARMELLA LaSP ADA 
Chairman of the Board 

ROGER STAUBACH 
Vice President 

R£V. LOUIS SA VARY, S.J. 
Executive Vice President 

STEPHEN PALEY, ESQ. 
Secretary 

NGL Nation•! 
Advlaory Council* 
George Allen 
Arthur Ashe 
Johnny Bench 
RockyB~ 

Congresswoman Lindy Boggs 
CongreS811111n John Brademas 
l.an'y Brown 
Paul "Beer" Bryant 
Carol Burnett 
Edward J. cartough 
Wiit Chamberiain 
Perry Como 
Congressmen Dan Daniel 
Rear Admiral Jeremiah Denton, USN 
Congressmen Williwn Dickinson 
Joe DiMaggio 
John B. Kelly, Jr. 
Major General John Flynn. USAF 
Joe Frazier 
BiH Gallo 
Althea Gibson 
Kay lselin Gilman 
Senator Barry Goldwater 
Senator Robert Grltlin 
Alphons Hackl 
Conrad Hilton 
Bob Hope 
Senator Daniel Inouye 
Mrs. Lyndon B . Johnson 
Congressman James R. Jones 
Billy Kidd 
Michael Landon 
Mrs. Vince Lombardi 
Jack lord 
John Lyons 
Howard McClennan 
Jim McKay 
George Meany 
Congressman G.V. Montgomery 
Keith Morris 
Joe Namath 
Jack Nicklaus 
Congressman Thomas O'NeiN 
Bobby Otr 
~mold Palmer 
Jin Palmer 
Brant Pari<er 
Joe Paterno 
Richard Petty 
S Frank Raftery 
e.111 Rech1n 
:.::Ongresaman John J. Rhodes 
Art Rooney 
Senator Hugh Scott 
V rt Iii am Shoemaker 
Cl.J. Simpson 
El'lrt Starr 
f.enator Strom Thurmond 
'Ves Unseld 
Mayor Walter Washington 
T lid Williams 
"'..ongressman Bob Wilson 
Ail.Tiiral Elmo Zumwalt (Retired) 

• ?artial Usting 

l f OU New YOl'X Ave .. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 785·4665 

Inspired by the saying, "Greater /oye has no man than this, that a man lay down his life fat 
his friends, " the people al NO GAEA TER LOVE sponsor programs of friendship and care for 
children of servicemen missing or killed In action, for hospitalized veterans and older Americans. 

Hank Aaron 
President 

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford 
Honorary Patron 

No Greater Lovers Thanksgiving Salute to Older Americans 
is a national effort to foster, in America, a tradition 
of appreciation and care for our older people, particularly 
those living alone. or without family - a personal tribute 
to our. older citizensr our 1.iving heritage, that will 
renew our national conunittment to these people not for 
one day alone, but for the entire year . 

No Greater Love is a non-profit, tax-exemp~ organization 
that sponsors programs of friendship and care for groups 
o f often- forgotten Americans ·including the elderly, the. 
children of our men missing and killed in acti on, and 
hospitalized veterans - No Greater Love is dedicated to 
the goals of informing, motivating and mobi l i zing the 
American people, and directing them toward s ignificant 
human problems and evoking from them positive action. 

Mrs. Gerald Ford i s the Honorary Patron of No Greater Love. 
Hank Aaron is the President of No Greater Love. 
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WITHDRAWAL SHEET {PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 

FORM OF CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 
DOCUMENT 

List Guest List for Dinner for Older Americans at White House - November N.D. 
20, 1975 (2 pages) 

File Location: 

SHEILA WEIDENFELD FILES, Box 8, "11/20/1975 - Dinner with Senior Citizens" SMD, 10/13/2016 

RESTRICTION CODES 

{A) Closed by applicable Executive order governing access to national security information. 
{B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
{C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (1-98) 

.. 

c 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 

FORM OF CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION DOCUMENT 
Notes Two pages of notes regarding dinner for older Americans at the White N.D. 

House (2 pages) 

File Location: 

SHEILA WEIDENFELD FILES, Box 8, "11/20/1975 - Dinner with Senior Citizens" SMD, 10/13/2016 

RESTRICTION CODES 

(A) Closed by applicable Executive order governing access to national security information. 
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (1-98) 

c 
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Frances Winthrop 

Onalee Swain 

Charlotte Fillmore 

THE PRESIDENT 

Carma Mowrey 

Felix :rvlorrison 

Flora Ack 
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Patricia Corbett 

Lillian Barsky 

Ardoin Casgrain 

MRS. FORD 

Raymond Parisi 

Wadia Ferris 

Betty Williams 
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In the last decade, approximately 5,000 senior citizens 
have been guests at our annual Thanksgiving Day Salute. 

A special holiday greeting from l'tJO ATE~ and its 
President, Hank Aaron. t~f 

!.>/\IE 
This drawing by artist Bruce Stark commemorates the day 
Hank Aaron broke Babe Ruth's world home run record. 
Aaron's 715th home run was hit in Atlanta, April 8, 1974. 
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"In the spirit of expressing gratitude for the many blessings 
which we enjoy, the Thanksgiving Salute Is particularly 
appropriate as recognition of the role of older Americans In 
our national achievement." 

No Greater Love 
1750 New York Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 785-4665 

Mrs. Gerald Ford 
Honorary Patron, No Greater Love 

.. 



Why the salute? 
It is sad to realize that on Thanksgiving Day this year many 
of our older Americans will be alone on this traditional day of 
togetherness. Having contributed greatly to the building of 
this nation, they now stand aside, forgotten and neglected. 
Dr. James Birren, Director of Gerontology at the University 
of Southern California has said, "In our society, those over 
65 are resented because they are considered unproductive, 
naive and ultraconservative. They are regarded as 'yesterday 
people' for whom we have no time." 

America's attitude toward old age stems from our early 
history. This country was built by its young and energetic 
people and America is still oriented toward youth as the ideal. 
But we must realize that we are no longer a young country. 
In 1900, people over 65 made up 4 percent of the population. 
Today they number 20 million, or 10 percent. And, each year 
the aged population grows another 350,000, a rate much 
higher than the national overall population growth. 

America owes her older people a debt that simple words 
cannot repay. America owes them a personal tribute as a 
tangible sign of caring and appreciation. 

Thanksgiving is a time to renew our national commitment to 
these citizens on a personal level-not for this one day alone, 
but for the entire year. 

As we approach our nation's Bicentennial, we remember 
our ancestors who founded this great country. However, 
we need to take the time to remember our older citizens, for 
they are our living heritage. Let us join together in giving 
thanks to them. 

History 
For the past several years, a Thanksgiving Salute to Older 
Americans has been held in Washington, D.C. This tribute of 
love and care has always been supported by generous 
volunteers, both adults and children. Carmella LaSpada, 
founder of No Greater Love, a non-profit organization, 
originated the Salute. 

This year the Salute is being expanded to include the whole 
nation. The hope is to foster, in every American, an 
appreciation and to give each of us a chance to reach out to 
older people with a hand of friendship and care. No single 
group of Americans is more deserving than they of our 
heartfelt gratitude. 

No Greater Love is dedicated to the goals of informing, 
motivating and mobilizing the American people, directing them 
toward significant human problems and evoking from them 
positive action. 

"The cruelest affliction of old age is not heartache, sickness 
or weakness-it is loneliness. The cure is care and 
companionship. " 

The Reverend Chenoweth J. Watson 
President of National Interfaith Coalition on Aging 

"Today, our older Americans face a crisis - living alone in a 
youth-oriented society that would rather forget its older 
citizens than care for them. After two hundred years, we hope 
to change this attitude toward older Americans and give them 
the recognition that they deserve." 

Hank Aaron 
President. No Greater Love 

(The following is an excerpt from a letter to 
President Gerald Ford.) 

"We would like to add a new dimension to America's tradition 
of Thanksgiving - a step forward for our nation as we 
approach our Bicentennial." 

"To our older Americans, who gave their energy, wisdom, 
experience and hard work through many difficult times to 
'secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity', the nation owes a special debt of gratitude." 

"We are requesting that you include this thought in your 
Thanksgiving Day Proclamation and urge every American to 
join No Greater Love in giving our older Americans the 
appreciation they so greatly deserve ... " 

Senator Hugh Scott 
Senate Minority Leader 

Congressman Thomas O"Neill 
House Majority Leader 

(Members of NGL "s National Advisory Council) 

What can you do? 

Clergy: Mention the National Salute to Older Americans from 
your pulpit and encourage your congregation to take part 
in the special opportunity which Thanksgiving offers every 
family to share some of their time and love with forgotten 
older people. 

Governors and Members of Congress: Participate in the 
Salute by including older Americans in your own holiday 
celebration or by visiting a home for the aged in your own 
state or district. 

Church groups and community organizations: Extend an 
invitation to older Americans to join in your Thanksgiving 
festivities. 

The National Interfaith Coalition on Aging has endorsed No 
Greater Love's Thanksgiving Salute to Older Americans 
and has assisted in the promotion of the Salute with the 
nation's clergy. N.l.C.A. is the organization that grew out 
of the White House Conference on Aging. 



WHEREAS, for many years, Thanksgiving has been a national tradition, 
providing an opportl.D'lity for the more forttmate of us to share 
a special meal with our loved ones and to express in prayer our 
thanks for this great nation and for those who have helped so 
much to make it our nation; and 

WHEREAS, for the less fortl.D'late; however, especially those millions of 
older .Americans who live in isolation, Thanksgiving may hold 
little meaning. Many older .Americans live alone and perhaps are 
even physically incapable of preparing their own meal. For 
these, a day of national feasting can seem empty indeed; and 

WHEREAS, the cruelest affliction of advancing age is not sickness or 
weakness, it is being forgotten. Recognizing this problem of 
loneliness, I would like to call on the citizens of Louisiana to 
do everything they can to include the forgotten elderly in this 
year's 1hanksgiving festivities; 

NOW, 'IHEREFORE, I, EDWIN EDWARDS, Governor of the State of Louisiana, do 
hereby designate 1hanlcsgiving 1975 as a day for remembering not 
only our own households and families, but also those older .Americans 
who, through no fault of their own, are isolated from family and 
friends. I urge the citizens of Louisiana, voltmtary organizations 
and private groups, to join with the organization ID GREATER LOVE, 
to provide fitting ways for older Americans to celebrate Thanksgiving 
Day as a day of joy and gratitude. 
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UP-026 
<WASHINGTON BRIEFS> 

WASHINGTON CUPI> -- PRESIDENT AND "1RS. FORD WERE HOSTS TO 14 
AMERICANS AGED FRO" 64 TO 88 AT THE WHITE HOUSE THURSDAY FQI Al EARLY 
THANKSGIVING DINNER TO ENCOURAGE ALL AMERICANS TO INCLUDE OLDER 
CITIZENS IN THEIR HOLIDAY PLANS. 

AFTER A BRIEF GET-ACQUAINTED SESSION, THE FORDS AID THEii IUISTS 
SAT DOWN TO EAT AT A BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED TABLE IN THE FAllLT DINING 
ROOM OF THE WHITE HOUSE SHORTLY BEFORE 8 P.M. AID VERE TREATD TO A 
20-POUND TURKEY. 

AS PHOTO~APHERS TOOK PICTURES, THE PRESIDENT GOT TO TAl.1116 ABOUT 
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL VITH A WOMAN SEATED BESIDE HIM. 

•1 UNDERTAMD YOU.RE A VASHINGION REDSKIN FAN OF SOME DEllCATION,• 
FOWD SAID WITH A CHUCKLE, TUftNING TO CORMA MOWREY, 68, A FOlllU 
PR!SIDEllT OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIAT IOll WHO HOLDS •AIOI 
TICKETS FOR THE REDSKINS• HOME GAMES. 

•1 AM,• SHE REPLIED WITH A GRIN. 
SHE THEN RECALLED LAST SUNDAY•s REDSKIN LOSS TO THE ST. LOUIS 

eARD!NALS IN ·suoDEN DEATH OVERTIME· AFTER THE CARDINALS Tiii THE 
SCORE ON A CONTROVERSIAL TOUCHDOWN. THE PRESIDENT SAID HE VATCllEI 
VIDEO-TAPED RERUNS OF THE PLAY SEVERAL TIMES. 

BUT WHEN ASKED IF HE THOUGHT IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN RULED A TOUCHDOWN 
OR IOT f HE SMILED AND SAID •you KNOW, I9VE GOT CONSTITUENTS ll ST. 
LOUlS AS WELL AS WASHINGTON.• 
THEI, tEST WASHINGTON FANS GET THE WRONG IDEA, FORD QUICKLY AIDED 
THAT •1 AM A REDSKIN FAN AND I THINK GEORGE ALLEN IS A SUPER COACH.• 
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UP- 05 1 
<THAN KS GIVING DINNER) 

WASHINGTON <UPI> -- PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD HAVE INVITED 14 
AMERICANS AGED FROM 64 TO 88 TO THE WHITE HOUSE TONIGHT FOR AN EARLY 
THANKSGIVING DAY DINNER TO ENCOURAGE ALL AMERICANS TO INCLUDE OLDER 
CITIZ Dl S IN THEIR HOLIDAY PLANS. 

TH~ GUESTS INCLUDED: 
JAM ES MORRIS, 73, A FORMER KNOXVILLE, TENN., SCHOOL JANITOR; BETTY 

WILL IAMS, 88, WHOSE FATHER WAS RECTOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA'S 
OLDEST CHURCH, ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL; RAYMOND PARISI, 72, FORMER 

DANCER AND EX-BARBER OF NEW YORK'S PLAZA HOTEL; ONA LEE SWAIN, 76, WHO 
HELPED SET UP THE HUNTSVILLE, ALA., GUIDED MISSILE BASE; 

CORMA MOWREY, 68, A RETIRED WEST VIRGINIA TEACHER AND ACTIVE 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS FOOTBALL TEAM BOOSTER; ARDOIN CASGRAIN, 78, A 
WINCHESTER, MASS., NATIVE WHO WRITES POETRY ON THE THEME OF AGING; 
PATRICIA CORE£TT, 79, FORMER NURSE AND DESCENDENT OF DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE SIGNER JOSIAH BARTLETT; 
CHARLOTTE FILLMORE, 75, ONETIME HOUSEKEEPER TO MRS. DWIGHT D. 

EISENHOWER 'S SECRETARY AND FOSTER PARENT TO A FIVE-YEAR-OLD; LILLIAN 
BARSKY, 71, HELPING WRITE A SENIOR CITIZENS' GUIDE TO WASHINGTON; 
Fl.ORA ACK, 72, A CHURCH WORKER AND CHOIR SIN GER; GEORGE ROBINSON , 73 , 
A BAPTIST CHURCH WORKER OF' CAROLINA COUNTY, VIRGINIA; FRANCES 
~INTHROP, 77, A NATIVE OF' POLAND NOW ACTIVE IN JEWISH COMMUNITY 
AFFAIRS; WADIA FERRIS, AGE UNLISTED; ANO FELIX MORRISON, A 
64-YEAR-OLD WRITER, PHOTOGRAPHER AND ROSE FANCIER. 

AN AIDE TO MRS . FORD SAID THE MENU WOULD INCLUDE FRESH FRUIT CUP, 
ROAST STUFFED TURKEY WITH CRANBERRY SAUCE, CANDIED YAMS, ACORN 

SQUASH, BRUSSEL SPROUTS , HOMEMADE ROLLS, TOSSED GREEN SALAD AND 
E GGNOG PIE. 

UP I 11 -2 0 12 : 0 6 PE S 
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FORDS-THANKSGIVING 

WASHINGTON CAP) -- PRESIDENT AND MRS . FORD INVITED 14 SENIOR CITIZENS 
TO AN EARLY THANKSGIVING DINNER TONIGHT AT THE ~HITE HOUSE. " 

A WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT SAID THE DINNER IS BEING HELD A WEEK BEFORE 
THANKSGIVING ''WITH THE HOPE IT WILL FOCUS ATTENTION ON THE ISOLATIO N 
OF' MILLIONS OF SENIOR CITIZENS AND ENCOURAGE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY TO SET AN AMERICAN TRADITION OF INCLUDING OLDER CITIZENS I N 
THEIR THANKSGIVING PLANS.'' 

MRS. FORD IS HONORARY PATRON OF AN ORGANIZATION WHICH IS SPONSORING 
A NATIONAL THANKSGIVING DAY SALUTE TO OLDER AMERICANS. 

THE GUESTS, ALL FROM THE WASHINGTON AREA, WERE SELECTED BY VARIOUS 
RET IREE, CHURCH AND SENIOR CITIZEN GROUPS. THEY RANGE IN AGE FROM 64 
TO 88. 

11-20-75 13:19EST 
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