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THE WHIT E HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO : PETER SORUM 

FROM: SUSAN PORTER _5f' 
SUBJECT : Action Memo 

Mrs . Ford has agreed to make two drop- bys on Mond ay , October 27, 1975 
at the Kennedy Center . Because this is a busy day with the Arrival 
and State Dinner , these will of necessity be very , v ery brief . She is 
only making them because they are two groups she feels strongly about, 
Busin ess Committee for t he Arts and The Nat i o nal Committee , Arts for 
the Handicapped , both of which by coincidence are holdi ng meetings 
in the city . 

Both contacts have agreed to await your call Monday morning and 
although they , of course , wish she could stay longe r , are very agreeable 
to h er making a very quick and informal drop-by. They are expecting 
Mrs . Ford to drop by in the vicinity of 3 : 00 p . m. This time will give 
her an opportunity to rest following the Arrival Ceremony that morning 
and yet will have her back at the White House in plenty of time for 
her 4 : 00 hair appointment preceding the State Dinner. 

GROUP : Business Committee for the Arts 

TIME : As you determine , around 3:00 p . m. 

PLACE: South Opera Lounge, Kennedy Center 

CONTACT: Mr. Goldwin A. McLellan, President 
(He may be reached on Sunday after 2 :00 p.m . at the Watergate 
Hotel where he will be staying . He may be reached on Monday 
through Roger Stevens ' office, 254-3606) 

BACKGROUND: As the letter in the attached f ile from Mr. McLellan to 
Mr. Kenny reflects, the Business Committee for the Arts 
was organized in 1967 and founded by David Rockefeller, 
Katharine Graham , Douglas Dillon , Gavin MacBain and others. 
Mrs. Ford had accepted an invitation last spring to attend 
the annual dinner of this group in New York but had to 
cancel at the last minute. Mrs. Ford's interest in this 
group came from their efforts to solicit support for the 
arts from the busine ss community and private sector . This 
is a very high-powered group with many distinguished members . 
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They will probably be involved in a panel at the time of 
Mrs. Ford's drop-by but they will simply interrupt their 
proceedings at whatever time Mrs . Ford is able to drop by 
and say Hello and convey that although she cannot stay 
b ecause of a very busy day that she did want them to know 
how interested she i s in their efforts and how much she 
encourages private support for the arts and involvement 
of the business community. 

GROUP : National Committee, Arts for the Handicapped 

TIME : As you determine , around 3 : 00 p .m. 

PLACE : Eisenhower Rehearsal Room, Kennedy Center 

CONTACT : Mr . Jack Kukuk , Assistant Director 
254-8180 (office) (He can be reached on Sunday at the 
Watergate Hotel where h e will be staying) 

BACKGROUND : The National Committee , Arts for the Handicapped comes under 
the jurisdiction of a larger umbrella group called the 
Alliance for Arts Education , jointly sponsored by the 
Kennedy Center and the U.S . Office of Education in coopera
tion with various organizations. Mrs. Ford has agreed 

c: BF Staff 

to serve as Honor ary Chairman of the National Committee, 
Arts for the Handicapped , an organization which uniquely 
merges her interest in both the arts and handicapped and 
mentally retarded. 

I am not sure what the group will be doing specifically 
at the 3 : 00 time period , however , Mr . Kukuk did indicate 
that they would b e divided into two groups but if given 
ten minutes notification , he can have both groups together. 
Mr . Kukuk was to have sent over a detailed program of their 
day, however , as of this writing this has not b een received . 
I think its relevance would b e mostly in the way of b ack
ground material for Mrs. Ford , the type of things the y will 
b e doing during their meetings . The fil es are attached . 

Tha nk you. 

.r:{ed Cavane y 
William Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 
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TO : SUSAN PORTER 
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__ Will call again 
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Dear Mrs. Ford: 

Earlier this year we hoped you would be able to join 
us as our guest of honor at our annual meeting held 
at the Whitnei Museum in New York City . We were 
disappointed when it was necessary for you to cancel 
your attendance and we are hoping now that we might 
convince you .:to join us f9r a meeting we are holding -
at Kennedy Center on Monday , October 27th_ Attending 
will be at least 150 representatives of major 
national corporations (the number may be much greater) 
who are gathering at the Center to discuss ways of 
solving the critical financial situation which faces 
the arts throughout the United States . Subjects to 
be discussed will include united arts funding programs, 
corporate matching gift programs for the arts, expanding 
employee participation and a basic discussion concerning 
measurement of the needs of the arts in order to plan 
ways the business community can help . 

The evening of the 27th will also be spent at Kenn~dy 
~~uter A group of us will see the play at the _ 
Eisenhower Theater - "Sweet Bird of Youth" sponsored 
by the Xerox Corporation, the rest will attend a concert 
of the New World Symphony, composed primarily of 
minority musicians, sponsored by the Exxon Corporation, 
both members of BCA . Following the concert and theater, 
there will be a reception and supper in the Atrium at 
Kennedy Center . 

We would be so very pleased if you could see your way 
clear to be with us for the evening or for any part of 
the day's conference . Those who attend would, of course, 
be very pleased if you would consider serving on one 
of the panels, or if time would only pernit brief 
attendance , give a short statement of we lcome or if 
none of these are possible a brief visit with an 
introduction to the audience. We would be delighted 
to have you with u s in any capacity. Enclosed is a 
tentative agenda which will give you some idea of the 
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plans for the day . 

Business is doing a great deal for the arts but any
thing that can be done to stimulate greater interest 
in more extensive involvement will have direct monetary 
results and should also improve business cooperation 
with the National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities . 

Goldwin A. McLellan 

(:u~ 7,s--'57?0 

Mrs . Betty Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

August 14, 1975 

cc : Ms . Susan Porter 
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Business Committee for the Arts Conference 
FUNDING FOR THE ARTS 
John F . Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Washington, D. C. 
October 27, 1975 

8:30 a .m. 

9 : 00 

9 : 15 

Moderator : 

Panelists: 

10 : 45 

Moderator : 

Panelists: 

Continental breakfast 

Welcome and Statement of Purpose 
Mr . Eliot Noyes 
Eliot Noyes & Associates 
New Canaan , Connecticut 

Can the needs of the arts be assessed on a 
national basis? 

Mr. Goldwin A. McLellan , President 
Business Committee for the Arts 
New York 

Mr . Stephen Benedict, Dir ., Project in the Arts 
Council on Foundations , Inc. 
New York 

Mr. Joseph Farrell, President 
National Research Center of the Arts 
New York 

Mr. James Harris, Senior Research Associate 
The Conference Board 
New York 

Mr. Harold Horowitz , Director of Research 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Washington , D. C. 

Mr. Roger L. Stevens 
John F . Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Washington, D. C. 

Employee Matching Gift Programs 

Mr. C. Robert Devine, Vice Pres .-Publ . Relations 
Reader ' s Digest Association, Inc . 
New York 

Mr . John Pulsipher, Mgr . of Corporate Support 
Equitable Life Assurance Society of the U.S . 
New York 

Mr . Richard B. Bessey, Executive Director 
Corning Glass Works Foundation 
Corning 

Mr. David K. Case , Ass't. Vice President 
The National Shaivrr1ut Bank of Boston 
Boston 
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11:40 

12 : 00 p . m. 

2 : 00 

2 : 45 

Moderator: 

Panelists : 

• 
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Mr . Samuel J . Silberman, President 
Gulf And Western Foundation 
New York 

How to Expand Employee Participation in 
Support of the Arts 

Mr . Robert L . Miles, Mgr . , Public Affairs 
General Electric Company 
Cincinnati 

Reception and Lunch 

Lotter i es to Support the Arts 

Mr . James A. Hagler , Executive Director 
International Marketing Institute 
Cambridge 

Mr . Michael A. d ' Amelio , Vice President 
Business Committee for the Arts 
New York 

United Funding for the Arts 

Mr . Michael Newton, President 
Associated Councils of the Arts 
New York 

Mr . Marlow G. Burt, Executive Director 
St. Paul-Ramsey Arts and Science Council 
St . Paul 

Mr . Arthur M. Doty, President 
The Alcoa Foundation 
Pittsburgh 

Mr . Joseph Meyerhoff, Chrm., Exec . Committee 
Monumental Properties, Inc. 
Baltimore 

Mr . Robert Sakowitz, Exec . Vice President 
Sakowitz 
Houston 

Mr. Charles R. Yates, President 
Atlanta Arts Alliance, Inc . 
Atlanta 

I 

I· 

I 

1. 

I 
I 
I 

I . 

I 



• ' \ 

' r 

As you -.t. un£ortunately 1a1ov .. Mrs. Jrom•s 
o steoall'thrl t:.1$. bas forced her to caacel. ~· 

plans to appear at the A1>m1al ~ o1 
the~a Co:nit.bte fo.r the Arts ... 

J: •m as di appointed wa Jtn. Fo:rd .i.s that 
she ·will DOt bf! able to ataend. I kDow 
she was· looltlll9 :f0%:118Xll to participating, 
alJd :t was delighted to he able to help 
with an eiNmt: that 19 importall~ to you. 

If there is any way a lDeSsage £.xoa Mrs. Ford 
would be helpfu.11. plaaae let. me know. 

Cordially. 

Sheila Rabb Weidenf el.4 
Press Secretary to ~. Fori 

~ 
M:. Bobart w. sarnou 
Cha:i.rmaa aDd Chief Bxeeative Of:flcer 
RCA 
3-0 Rceke&ller .Plaza 
New Yorlt* J&ev Yon 10020 
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Robert W Sarnoff 
Che ;:r.an and 
c:-: ·-:f Exe.::utive Officer 
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RC!i./ 30 Rockefeller PiaZ2. I Nevi York, l·N 10020 I Telephone (212) 598-5900 

Mrs. Sheila Weidenfeld 
Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Sheila: March 3, 1975 

I want to thank you for your help in assuring the 
attendance of Mrs. Ford at the Annual Meeting 
of the Business Committee for the Arts at the 
vvlritney Museum in New York City on April 9. 

I am sure you know how much Mrs. Ford's 
presence will add to the occasion. Her personal 
interest is tremendously encouraging to the 
support of the arts in America. 

Please give my regards to your father. 

With warm good wishes,, 

Robert W. Sarnoff 

... .. 
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:obert W Sarnoff 
halfman ar.d 
ti1ef E.<ecut1ve Officer 
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RCA/ 30 Rockefe:!er Plaza/ Na.·1 York, NY 10020 T<;lechore (2 12, 598-sqC'' 

Mrs. Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

I I 

March 3, 197 5 

We are delighted to learn that you will attend the 
Annual Meeting of the Business Committee for 
the Arts at the Whitney Museum in New York City 
on April 9. 

We believe the occasion will be a memorable one, 
and you will be pleased to know that our guest 
speaker will be the NBC commentator and author 
of "Speaking Freely," Edwin Newman. 

Beyond the personal pleasure of meeting you, to 
which we all look forward, your presence will 
contribute greatly to our goal of advancing the arts 
in America. 

With warmest good wishes, 

Robert W. Sarnoff 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 71. A~--
WASH I NG TON -------

~l'.2J~ ~~ 
Dear Mrs. Ford !..-A-Tel'.2.J..> Vb-~ 

, t>I.~~:· 
G t;>.CC.art_j 

This letter inviting you to attend 0 -c; 
?eP- , I 

a meeting in New York City the evening 

of Wednesday, April 9th at the Whitney 

Museum with Mr . Robert Sarnoff presiding 

has come in through Sheila . The thing 

that appeals to me about this invitation 

is that if you are going to be interested 

in the arts, as you are, one vital aspect 

is funding. I think we all philosophically 

concur that the more the arts can be 

supported privately, the better. Thus, 

your encouragement of individuals and 

businesses and organizations to themsel ves 

be responsible for financially endorsing 

our arts and the nation's cultural 

development is important . Your attendance 

at this business meeting and the dinner 

thus would be the prong of private support 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

for the arts. In discussing this invitation, 

Sheila and I both concur that for this 

reason, if you are interested, this 

probably would be worthwhile. 

Attend April 9th ---
___ Regret 

Thank you, 
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Mr . Peter Kenny 
NBC 
Suite 610 
18 K Street , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Kenny : 

• 

October 30 , 1974 

20006 

The Business Committee for the Arts, which was organized 
in the fall of 1967, holds its annual meeting each 
spring in New York City . As background, the Committee 
was originally founded by David Rockefeller , Katharine 
Graham, Douglas Dillon, Gavin MacBain and others who 
believed that the largest untapped source of support 
for the arts was the business sector . The concept of 

1· the organization is explained in the blue folder; the 
~ white folder contains the current list of members . 

You will note that Mr . Robert W. Sarnoff is our chairman . 

The meeting in 1975 will be held here in New York 
City at the Whitney Museum the evening -of '"Ap'r-il 9th 
with Mr. Sarnoff presiding . Normally the . mee ting , 
which is called for 6:30 p .m., involves a brief formal 
business session , followed by a keynote address by 
someone prominent in business, government or the arts . 
Oµr speaker last year was David Rockefeller, the 
previous year Senator Claiborne Pell and in earlier 
years J . Irwin Miller and Senator Percy . The business 
session and keynote speech is followed by a black t~~ 
dinner and all are attended by ?.-PP_roxl_JI!.?-~E?lY_~5Q_people 
who are members of BCA and leaders in the arts a nd 
-government with their ~i V~..§ or guests . A- copy of the 
speech de livered by David Rockefeller at the 1974 meeting 
is e nclosed as is a copy of our "BCA News" which 
re~orts activities of the meeting . 

i!Mrs . Ford would b e particularly appropriate for this 
!group because of her past involvement with the arts and 
1her current interest in seeing that they continue to 
\flourish despite ominous f inancial indicators . Most of 

1the attendees will be at the chairmen of the board or 
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presidential level of our member corporations and, 
therefore, will serve as a prime audience and as 
justification for her participation. Attendance is 
carefully controlled and, in our opinion, the Whitney 
Museum lends itself to security control much more 
readily than would most public meeting places. 

At the time of the organization of BCA, total corporate 
support of the arts was approximately $22 million a 
year. Today, based on an objective statistical study, 
just completed by Touche Ross and Company, business 
supported the arts at a level of $144 million a year in 
1973. 

All of us believe that the future of the arts in America 
depends on greater involvement and concern of the 
federal government and the business sector. David 
Rockefeller, in his speech last year, pointed to the 
necessity for increased cooperation between these two 
elements of society and called upon BCA to do what it 
could to augment cooperative efforts toward greater 
involvement of these two sources of support. 

In order to give you some concept of our objectives, 
your attention is directed to the blue folder, our 
three booklets, "516 Ways ... ", "126 Ways ... " and 
"Approaching Business for Support of the Arts". In 
addition you are probably aware of the fact that we 
have conducted a major public service advertising 
campaign, which has involved radio, television and 
magazine print ads. So far, contribution of space by 
all of the media has exceeded $20 million measured 
in commercial terms. Examples of some of our print 
ads are attached, but you probably know that NBC has 
done an excellent job for us, as have other major 
networks and local stations. 

This is a brief description of qur wor1s._:!-!'lvoJ,_ylJ:lg the 
entire nation which has effectively marshalled 
bµ_9 ine s s int_~;r:'_~:;>_t_§ __ __l:I1_~Y1=T-Y: sta,:t_~_ :t 9w_a,~g __ J_~1c:reas ed 
support of th~ __ Cl:!'_~_s. Of course, the job is still far 
from completed and Mrs. Ford' s ___ :g__g.rticipation in our 
annual--mee.ting, with_ the attendant _pubiic:fty-~- -~iould 



..... ·• 

- 3 -

do a great deal to bring more business people to 
the_real_:L~_g,t:;l,_Q_D_ __ tJ1a t_J;_!}_is_j,s an areathey shoUld 
_consider worth_y_of their copcern- and su o t. 

GAMcL:alo 
Encl. 
cc: Mr. Alexander Rylander 



I 

• 



.• 

• 

\ I 

• 



• 

70 : S fJSAN PORTER 

YO :3 'V'JE'i:<. E CALL 3D 3 Y : --'J'-a-=c.~k._K_u_k._a_;..;:.k. ______ _ 

Ol:, : 

X Pl22s~ c all: 254-8180 
----·---------

Will call again 

__ ?.e t:~1rned y our call . 

DATE: __ ~ __ o_ct __ ob_e.Jt __ 1_,_1_9_7_5 ___ TIME: ___ _ 

Re.: The. .th;,vig you me.ntio vie.d ..i.vi yo Wt 
.thavik. you l e.J:;te.Jt .to fUm .tha.t you QO~go.t WM 
.the. l e.J:;te.Jt you ~e.c.uve.d ye./.iteJl.day. AL6 o 
the.y would Li...k.e. to have. a c.olo~ ~Li...de. 06 
MM.. Fo~d (p~e. fie.Jtably wU.h mouth ope.vi M i 6 
~he. ~ ~pe.ak.,{_vig) avid a blac.k. avid wWe. gloMy 
(mo wdh mouth ope.vi). 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MRS. GERALD R. FORO 
Honorary (hoirpeuon 
The While Hottse 

RAYMOND W. THOM?SON 
Chairman, Hal io11al Cammil!e.t 
SeaHle Publi( Schooh 
Administrati'l!I and S1H•ict Cenler 
81S fourth A•en111 Harth 
S!ollle, Woshinglon 93Hl9 
206-lal-4242 
BEVERLY CAMPBELL 
Coordinating Director, 
Jo11ph P. Kan1ttd'f' , Jr. Fnundation 
1701 K Street Horthw1nl No. 20S 
Washington, 0.(. 20006 
202-331 -1731 

JACK KUKUK 
Anislant Director, 
Alliono far Arts Education 
Kennedy Cenltr, Education Departm1nr 
Wo1hinqton, 0.(. 20566 
202·872-0466 
WILLIAM SCHIPPER 
Project Coordinator, 
Notional Anodotion of 
Stolt Directon of Special Education 
1201 Sixteenth Street Northwest 
Washngton, O.C. 20036 
202-833-4218 

DR. RICHARD W. CORTalGHT 
Proj1et Auilfant, National 
Education Anociolion 
1101 Sixteenth Strut Norlhwest 
Washington, D.C. 2003.S 
202-833-4187 
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The National Committee*Arts for the Handicapped 
September 30, 1975 

Mrs. Gerald Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

20500 

On Friday, October 24th through Tuesday, October 28, 1975 , 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

JAMES A. SJOLUND 

the National Committee, Arts for the Handicapped wi ll be meeting 
at the Kennedy Center with representatives of the National 
Alliance for Arts Education (AAE). The purpose of the national 
AAE conference is to showcase outstanding arts programs for all 
students. The session on Monday, October 27th will deal specific
ally with arts programs for handicapped children. 

Participants in the conference will be nationally prominent 
leaders in Arts Education as well as Arts for the Handicapped. 
Their commitment to improving arts programs at the State level 
is critical to the success of the program. 

National awareness of the needs of handicapped persons who 
are isolated from beauty in their lives by the barrier of their 
handicapping condition is critical . Mr. Ray Thompson, National 
Chairman and Mr. James Sjolund, our Executive Director and all 
members of the Executive Committee concur that your presence and 
support of the Monday session would be a key factor in the success 
of the meeting and the overall NCAH program. 

For these r easons , I would like to ask that you present a 
brief welcoming address to the participants if your schedule 
permits. The morning session extends from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The program could be adjusted in any way necessary to coincide 
with your schedule on that day. 

I appreciate your consideration 
for your interest in this program. 
any way, please call me. 

of this r equest and thank you 
If I may be of assistance in 

Sincerely, 

~ ~a/~~~ 
( / Jack W. Kukuk 

Assistant Director 

" 
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The Notional Committee*Arts for the Handicapped 

September 25, 1975 

Ms. Susan Porter 
Executive Assistant to Mrs • 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Porter: 

Gerald R. Ford 

EXECUT IVE DIRECTOR 

JAMES A. SJOLUND 

I would like to ~ake this opportunity to personally thank you for the 
assistance you have given to the National Committee on the Arts for the 
Handicapped. We think that the increased opportunities through the 
arts for handicapped children is a significant and exciting trend in 
education, and are most pleased that Mrs. Ford has agreed to be 
honorary chairperson. I have heard of her interest in handicapped 
children and also of her interest in the arts, and hope that the 
National Committee will be able to provide a vehicle for furthering 
these interests in a meaningful way. 

Mr. Jack Kukuk, from the Alliance of Arts Education at the Kennedy Center, 
has informed me that there is a possibility Mrs. Ford may be able to offer 
the greetings to the General Session of the AAE Conference dealing with 
arts for the handicapped, to be held at the Kennedy Center on Monday, 
October 27 at 9:00 a.m. This would truly be an exciting addition to 
our program. Many of the national leaders in the area of the arts and 
the area of handicapped education will be in attendance. We would be 
most pleased to supply her with background information about the Arts 
for the Handicapped program and would also be willing to prepare some 
tentative remarks for her consideration if you think this is advisable. 
I would appreciate your advice on this matter. 

Again, thank you for your valuable assistance. 

RWT:ap 

cc: Jack Kukuk 
Buck Rogers 
J im Sjolund 

;;:;;:nee rely 

Raymond W. Thompson, Chairman 
National Committee 
Arts for the Handicapped 

ROOM 2611, ROB 3, SEVENTH & D STREETS, S.W., WASHINGTON, O.C. 20202 (202) 245-9563 
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THE WH IT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mrs. Ford , 

You have been invited to serve as Honorary Chairperson of the 

National Committee on Arts for the Mentally Retarded and Handicapped 

which is sponsored by the Alliance for Arts Education, a joint project 

of the Kennedy Center and HEW's Office of Education . I have solicited 

the views of the Domestic Council and Commissioner Bell of the United 

States Off ice of Education who has given the following assessment : 

"Given the First Lady's demonstrated interest in 

the areas of concern to the Committee , it would 

seem to me to be appropriate for her to accept the 

invitation with the understanding , as Ms . Porter 

suggests, that no commitment of time be made at present ." 

My own feelings are that this Committee has wonderful potential and 

given your stated interests would seem to be "a natural. " Although I 

would suggest lend name only at the beginning, I think this may be something 

_y_o_u_m_i_g_h_t_"_"_a_n_t_t_o_b_e_c_o_m_e_a_c_t_i_· v_e_1_y_i_n_v_o_1v_e_d_i_n_a_t __ a_1_a_t_e_r_ t_irn_e . ~ ( 

g ' X Lend name 

_ __ Regret 

Thank you , 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

May 29, 1975 

SUSAN PORTER ~~ 

ROGER SEMERADj'I'/ 

National Committee on 
Arts for the Mentally 
Retarded and Handicapped 

According to your request of May 9 in a 
memorandum to James Cavanaugh, we are 
attaching the comments of Commissioner T.H. 
Bell, U.S. Office of Education, on the 
above subject. 

Enclosure 

_} 

I 

I 
I 
I I .. 

l. 
I 
' 
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ALLIANCE FOR ARTS EDUCATION 
JOINT PROJECT OF THE 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 

Ms. Susan Porter 
East Wing 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Susan: 

May 22, 1975 

I want to thank you for your efforts on 
behalf of the National Conunittee on Arts for the 
Mentally Retarded and Handicapped. I appreciate 
the time that you and Sheila Weidenfeld took to 
discuss the program with me. If there is any addi
tional information that you need, please let me know. 

I was pleased to hear about Mrs. Ford's 
award from the National Art Association for her 
interest and support of Arts programs. I would 
imagine that the National Conunittee on Arts for the 
Mentally Retarded & Handicapped would like to recognize 
her efforts on behalf of handicapped students in a 
similar manner, possibly at our fall national conference 
at the Kennedy Center. 

Once again, thank you for your efforts. I 
look forward to seeing you again soon. 

Best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~---.---~r:l~ ,,.,,,...- ./ 
/ _,,· 
L._. Jack W. Kukuk 

-- Assistant Director 

J'"flK: snf 

John F. Kennedy Center, Washington, D.C. 20566/phone: (202) 872-0466 
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D EPARTMENT OF HEAL TH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE 

OFFICE OF ED U CATION 

WASHINGTON. D .C. 20202 

~MW 2 1 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE ROGER D. SEMERAD 

Subject: Request that Mrs. Ford serve as Honorary Chairperson of the 
National Committee on Arts for the Mentally Retarded and 
Handicapped. 

The National Committee on Arts for the Mentally Retarded and 
Handicapped has obtained pledges of funds (approximately $65,000) 
from member agencies as well as the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. 
Foundation, has selected an executive director, and is exploring 
sources of administrative support, including the Council for 
Exceptional Children. Therefore, it appears to have a solid base 
for development of program activities. 

I~' Given the First Lady's demonstrated interest in the areas of concern 
I to the Committee, it would seem to me to be appropriate for her to 
I accept the invitation with the understanding, as Ms. Porter suggests, 
~ that no commitment o: time be made at present. 

~ -
T. H. Bell 
U.S. Commissioner 
of Education 
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TH E WHITE Hauss 
WASHINGTON 

Sheila, 

You and I have an appointment 
with Hr . Kukak tomorrow, Tuesday , 
at 10:00 a . m. Attached is the 
initial correspondence and the 
enclosures he mentions will be 
here this afternoon. 

Thank ·you, 

susan ... 

---1 
I 
! 
l 
i 
i 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORA.i'IDUM TO : 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

May 9, 1975 

J1IBS CAVANAUGH 

S~~ PORTER 

Mrs . Ford has received the attached invit tion 
to serve as Honorary Cha irperson of the National 
Committee on Arts for the Mentally Retarded 
and Handicapped . Given her stated interest 
i n the a rts and also in the handicapped and 
retarded, this looks to me like a very fine 
project for Mrs . Ford . I should add , however, 
that her participation would probably be in 
name only a s she really has little opportunity 
to become involved in a working sense. May 
I have your assessment of the program and the 
invitation? Also, can you think of anyone 
else whose views we should solicit? 

"--.... -Thank you . 

I· 
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ALLIANCE FOR ARTS EDUCATION 
JOINT PROJECT OF THE 

IOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

OFFICE OF EDUCATION, DEPART1'v\ENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 

Mrs. Gerald Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

April 30, 1975 

I have noted on several occasions that you 
have expressed an interest in the arts and in programs 
for the handicapped. The purpose of this letter is to 
familiarize you with a project that I believe may be 
of interest to you because it unites these two interests. 
The Alliance for Arts Education, a joint project of 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and 
the U.S. Office of Education , is cooperating with several 
organizations, principally the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. 
Foundation, to present a series of workshops and 
confere nces on Arts for the Mentally Retarded and Handi
capped. 

A major objective of these workshops and 
conferences is to illustrate how participation in 
specially designed, comprehensive arts programs can 
create an impelling sense o f success , achievement and 
worth in the handicapped child . Thes e conferences 
further illustrate how participation in arts programs 
can improve the skills and knowledge which will help 
these children become more self-reliant individuals. 

The first conference at the Kennedy Center in 
June 1974 brought together participants f rom throughout 
the United States to observe successful programs from 
New York State. A second conference was held in Berkeley, 
California on January 22-23, 1975. As a result of these 
conferences, many States have developed programs for 
mentally retarded and handicapped students which infuse 
the arts into the core of the educational process . 

Due to the s uccess of these confe rences, the 
planning committee requested and was granted additional 
monies from the Joseph P. Kennedy , Jr. Foundation to 
establish a National Committee on Arts for the Mentally 

John F. Kennedy Center, Washington, D.C. 20566/ phone: (202) 872-0466 



Mrs . Gerald Ford 
April 30, 1975 

• 

Page 2 

Retarded and Handicapped. The committee has had two very 
productive meetings chaired by .Mrs,.. Raymond i·l . Thompson of 
Seattle, Washington . 

I have been request~d by the Executive Board to i/ 
ask you to serve as Honorary Chairperson of the National / 
Co!Tl.i.llittee on Arts for the Mentally Retarded and Handicapped. / 
We feel that your support would enhance and help to assure J

1 
the success of the project. 

If you are willing to serve in this position, I 
will be happy to meet with you or a member of your staff to 
discuss possible leve l s of involvement. Thank you for your 
consideration of this matter . 

Enclosed under separate cover,you will receive 
supportive information. 

Sincerely, 

~- Jack W. Kukuk 
Assistant Director, A..I\.E 

and Coordinator, Arts 
for the Mentally Retarded 




