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FACT SHEET 
:Mrs. F orct 's Office 

D:itc I:>•1ed 6/4/75 
By P. Howe: 

Revised 

F\·cnt "Brown Bag Picnic Lunch'' 
Group ~ublican Congressional Wives Club 
D.-\ TE/TIME June 18, 1975 12: 00 Noon 

Contact Pat Howard Phone 2 92 7 

Children 
·---------------------------~ 

Number of guests: Total approx. 180 Women x Men ------ ------
P l:J cc South Lawn 

Principals involved Mrs. Ford 

Participation by Principal yes (Receiving line) no (Mingle Informally) -------------
R cm: 1 r ks required yes ? 

-~----------------------------------~ 
B::ickr!rounct Mrs. Ford extended this invitation to the Republican Congressional Wives 

Soci::il: 

Pres.;: 

Technical 

Support: 

Club when she attended a coffee at the Capitol Hill Club. 

REQI JIRr.MRNTS 

Guest list yes 
---'-------------------------------~ 

Invitations no ---------------- Prop,r:ims no Menus 
---~--

no 

f z d res h men ts Bever ages and Des s::..c:.e.:::.r..::t __________________ _ 

Entcrtainn en t no ·------------
D~ c n; at ions/ f; owe rs yes (in case 0£ incLmen weather) 

ivl usic yes ----------------------·------------
Socia t J\iclcs es --'--------------------------------
Drc~s Casual Dress Coat check no --------------------------
0th c r -----------------------------------
l~cportcrs TO BE RESOLVED 

Photor.rarhers ---------------------------------
TV Crews 

White fT011sc l hotop.rnphcrs _ __,,_y_e_s _____ _ \o Jor _ __._y_e_s __ _ Mono. 

Other 
----------------------------------~ 

PJ\ Other Rooms no f\l icrophones__,y_e_s_?_. -------------
Recording ? '-----------------------------------
1.it!l l ts no -----------------------------·-----
T rC"rn sport a ti on cars ---------------------------------
P:1 rk i ng South Grounds 

Housin~ 
·---------------------------------~ 

Othcr __________________ rn iscrs.<;tar,e.plat forms) _______ _ 

Pru1cct C o-orJin.1tor 
-------------------~ 

Pat Howard Phone 292 7 

Site di,1gr~ms should be attached if technical support is heavv. 

Digitized from Box 5 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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C~2 ~O LE BROW~ E:1GA~EL1E 
o:-:: 

A story comes 

with this b2.sket 
',\hich I shall tell 

though you didn't 
ask it . 

There once was a man 
who had a big job 

And all his time 
it did rob. 

His load was J.a.rge 
~tl\ough !1e wasn ' t king

cuz he' was in charge 
of everything. 

Just to get a moment 
out of hi s life 

caused his wife 
a ll kinds of 0trife. 

A lady agile 
at the danee •• 

now and t hen 
likes romanee 

She bad ;a: scheme 
tut she did save it 

for a weekend trip 
u9 to Carap David . 

She bought a rieJT·_dress 
and planned a picnic 

tol l no press 
t o in~nr~ nc §lick-click. 

She s:1i:::aked her spouse 
out of the house . 

Not even ~o Nessen 
was there any coC'..i'assin' . '

"--

They settled t heir easket 
un.ier an oak,. •• 

reached for a sand~ich 
and a coke. 

Alone at l ast •••• 
Too good t o be true . 

They even began _.. -;, i 1 ~ 
to 1 bill and coo • 
........ - -
-.1:·~ .,_,_ . ~'--



A~~ then they did hear 
that scund they fear . 

A shutter did close 
o::i. t heir secret repose. 

Hanging in that tree, 
snapping sha.i01elessly •• 

1hey gasped to see 
the sourGa of intrusion 

-was none other than 
their daughter Susan! 

I fear · to tell . 
the end ·of this tale. 

\ It doeth reveal 
\ ·worse betrayal . 

\ For she pc~dled_ those pies 
;.tlthout delay 

to the domestic files 
of. the CIA. 

{ ........ I , _ _. 
I 

•. 

; ,J 
~ 

f ,_ 

l ••• 
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'THE WHlTE Hbus:;::: 

'NASH IN GTO 1'J 

SUBJECT: IY1s truction~; for Soci2 l Aides 

E~VENT : __ Brown Bag Picnic Lunch ____ _ 

Do. tc IT i rne: June l8 .L __ l_9_7_5 ___ (~1_2_:_0_0~) _________ N o • of Gue s L::;: l 0 7 

Uniforrn: Serv ice Dress Parking : Nor~h Grom~~!?_ 

In - Place Time for Aides: 11: OOa . m. (Library) _________________ -<...,; _ _______ ~ 

In - Place Tin1e for OIC: 10 45 a (S · 1 Off" '"') -------~~=-=·~~·~m==.-'=-=o~c~1=a~.'---"'-=~1c=-o.'·~------

Duty Ai de: -=l~, t~C~o~l~A=·~A~. -'S=a=r~d~o~·--=U~S=M'-"--C=---

First Family Participation: Mrs. Ford ---------------
The following Social Aides will attend: 

Lt John R. Evans; USN 

Lt John A. Gaughan, USCG 
Capt Thomas L. Groppel, USA 
Capt Mark R. Lewis, USA 
Capt James M. Roberts, USAF 
lstLt Robe rt J. Harig, USAF 

':' Capt Dolores K. Lyons, USMC 
Capt Andrew N. Pratt, USMC 

ML1sic : U. S. Army Accordianist on the S outh Grounds (11: 30 ) (East Gate) 

Remarks : 

DISTH.IBUTION: 
c-:2_ ?Jt tCollmo-r~en 

l . 1. Col Sar cl o 

.I;:-c:o l B loJ-ce 

?vlrs. l,'/Pidcn.fold 
Secret 3er\·ice 

Visi.tor ' s Of:'.:ice 
Ba.!1.d 

\Vhitc H·Juse Gara;_;e 
·white House .Staff .>.ress 
l\lr, o·non'.l.ell 



MRS. FOIZD: 

Event: 

Date / Time: 

Place: 

Nun1ber of 
Attendees: 

Principals : 

Schedule of 
Events: 

TH E \V H IT E H 0 U S E 

WASl-l!NGTON 

Brown Bag Picnic Lunch for th6! Republican Congressional 

Wives 

June 18, 1975 12: 00 Noon 

South Lawn 

106 guests 

Mrs. Mark Hatfield, President 
Mrs. William Stanton, Past President 
Mrs . Williarn F:venzel, Program_ Chainnan 
Mrs . Marvin Es ch, Co- Chairman of Hospitality 
Mrs. James McClure, Co- Chairman of Hospitality 

12: 00 Noon 

12 : 05 p. rn. 

12:45 p. m. 

• 

Your guests will arrive through the Southwe st 
Gate and will be escorted to the South Lawn. 

Your guests will be served iced tE:a, iced 
coffee and soft drinks from_ a serving te:nt 
b efore they are seated at the picnic tables , 

You will be escorted to the South Lawn by 
Nancy Ruwe where you will join your guests 
for the brown bag picnic lunch. 

NOTE: See attached diagram . 

Dessert will be served to yonr guests at the 

tables. 

NOTE: The dessert will be pistachio ice 
crean1 topped with chocolc.te shavings and 
will be in clay flower pots \vith str::t.\VS and 
fresh flowers . The dessert vill be serv<-;d 
from garden carts. 

After the dessert, Mrs. Hatfi~ld, l\1rs. 
Stanton, 1v1rs. Frcn;.:el, };frs. l:sch and 
Mrs. :t-AcClure wil} proceed t0 the po~>ition 



-2-

1: 00 p. m . 

NOTES: 

Nancy Ruwe 

BrowT1 Bag Picnj c I ... unch 

where the lYLicrophone will be placed (as 
indicated on the attached cliagrarn) and th·~y 
will invite you to step forward. They \vill 
n1akc a presentation to you which wil] include 
a reading of a poe1n by Mrs. Stanton, arn.l 

Mrs. Esch and Mrs. McClure \Vill present 
you with a gift on behalf of the Republican 
Congressional Wives. 

Following the presentation, you n1ay wish 
to mention along with your thank you that 
on the t ables there arc green pepper plants 
for each of your guests. 

You may wish to rn.ingle with your guests 
or bid farewell and return to the FanTily 
Quarters . 

A Military Social Aide will be present. 

U . S. ArnTy Accordionist will be present. 

White House photographer will be present. 

There will be press pool coverage. 



For in1n-1edio.te rf:;leasc 

T11esd::i.y, June 17, 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs . Ford 

Mrs. Ford will host a brown bag picnic lunch on the South grounds 
of the White II011se ·wednesday, June 18 at noon. Guests will be 

n1err1ber s of the Republican Congressional \Vives Club. 

l\1rs. Ford invih>1 members of the group to meet at the \\Thite IIouse 
when s~,~-- aUended their January rneeting .1t the Capitol Hill Club. 
At tha·t t:iine, she told thern 11 1 rnight have to ask you to brown bag it. 

With jnflation, rny husband is after me t.o cut down. 11 

Mrs. T'urcl l1as been a mer:nber of the group for 2S yea.rs. 

There will be about llO guests, seated at picnic tables withjn a cluster 
of tr.::.es on the South Lawn. Guests will bring their own lunches, 
a;1d l\/Irs. Ford will provide beveri; cc Lu dessert. 

Each wonl.an will receive a srnall green pepper plant as a gift frorn 
T\1rs. Ford . The plants will each be wrapped in a brovvn paper 1)ag, 
tied with a ribbon, which reads: 11 J'v1rs . Ford's Brown Bag Picnic, 
June rn, 1975. II 

Picnic tables will be draped with 11 Bandana11 pattern sheets, sorne in 
"red and others in blue. Centerpieces are a floral arrange1nent of red 
geranlu1ns, white fev~~rfew and blue bachelor buttol1s placf'd in a brown 

paper bCJ.g tied by red and blue ribbons . 

De;J sert, to be served from a garden cart, is pistachio ice cream with 
cbocolat.e :c;havings . It wjJl be served in f>Hl.all clay pots. Music dut·irg the 

luncheon vvill be by a strolling accorc:'lianist. 

I'vhs . .i\13.rk Hatfield, prcsjdent. of the group, 1Vi:rs. Wil1iarn FrPnzel, 
progran:1 chairman, arnl IVIrs. V{illiarn ::Jtanton, past president, will 
pari.icipatc ·in a prog;ran1. 1'v1rs. J;:;.111es McClure and I\1rG. 1vfarvin 

Esch will preser~t Mrs. Ford \.vith a gift. 

Tlie Rtopublicar Congr esc>ional ·wive:> Club consists of wives uf 11r.::scnl 

and fonner Me1n-ber s oi Cong res~> .crnd tl1 e .Se112. f:e • 

• 



1J:50 a. rn. 

12 : 40 p. m . 

J?hoto coverage of arrival of guests with brown bags, 

Sonth Lawn of White Honse . Pickup outside of press 
lobby - - north entrance. 

Photo and writing coverage of program_ and brief 
ren1ar ks . Pickup outside of press lobhy, north entrance . 

• 
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MRS. FORD: 

Event: 

Date / Time: 

Place: 

Number of 
Attendees: 

Principals: 

Schedule of 
Events: 

THE WYIT!:: HOUSE 

WAS f-·l I~ G TC) N 

Brown Bag P i cnic Lunch for the Republican Congressional 
W ives 

June 18, 19 75 12: 00 Noon 

S ou t h Lawn 

10 6 guests 

Mrs. Mark Hatfield, President 
Mrs. William. Stanton, Past President 
Mrs . ·william F:uenzel, Program Chairman 
Mrs. Marvin Esch, Co- Chainnan of Hospitality 
Mrs. James McClure, Co- Chairman of Hospitality 

12 : 00 Noon 

12 : 05 p. m. 

12 :45 p. m. 

Your guests will arrive through the Southwest 
Gate and will be escorted to Lhe South La\vn. 

Your guests will be served iced tea, iced 
coffee and soft drinks from. a serving Lent 
before they are seated at the picnic tables, 

You will be es cortecl to the South Lawn by 
Nancy Ruwe where you will join your guests 
£or the brown bag picnic lunch. 

NOTE: See attached diagram .. 

Dessert will be served to yo'1r guests ci.t the 
tables. 

NOTE: The dessert will be pi.stachio ice 
cream topped with chocolate shavings and 
will be in clay flower pots with straws and 
fresh floy,rers. The dessert will be served 
fron1 garden carts. 

After the dessert, Mrs. Hat£i'.!lcl, Mrs. 
Stanton, 1'v1rs. Frenzel, l\1rs. L;;sch and 

Mr[;. McClure 'Nill proceed t•) the position 

• 



-2-

1: 00 p. m. 

NOTES: 

Nancy Ruwe 

• 

Brovm Bag Picnic Lundi 

where the ndcrophone will be placed (as 
indicated on the attached diagram) an,.:1 H-· '~Y 
will invite you to step fonvard. T11.·=:y \\ iJl 
make a presentation to you which w.!lJ include 
a reading of a poem by Mrs. Stantori, 2.nd 
Mrs. Esch and Mrs. McClure will present 
you with a gift on behalf of the Republican 
Congressional Wives. 

Following the presentation, you n1ay wish 
to mention along with your thank you that 
on the tables there are green peppe:t· plants 
for each of your guests. 

You n1ay wish to mingle with your guests 
or bid farewell and return to the Family 
Quarters. 

A Military Social Aide will be present. 

U. S. Army Accordionist will be present. 

White House photographer u:i.11 be present. 

There will be press pool coverage. 



y:;cd 1~-~~ ~ 
~ ~ ~~ /Y?cTYY>?cdf 

r;~~ 
.~ ~~w~-
4;~~~ 
/u~~-

• 



REPUDDICJlN CONGRESSIONAL f./IVES "Bro;;ra Bag" Lunch, June .18 _, 197 5 

A 

ARENDS_, Mrs. Leslie (Betty) 

ARMSTRONG_, Mrs. William (Ellen) 

B 

BAKER_, Mrs. Lamar (Sue) 

BARTLETT _, Mrs . Dewey (Ann) 

BATES_, Mrs. William (Jean) 

BAUMAN_, Mrs . Robert (Carol) 

BIESTER_, Mrs . Edward (Eliz abeth ) 

BROOKE_, Mrs . Helen (Mother of Senator Brooke) 
. \ 

BHOOMF IELD _, Mrs. ~li l liam (Jan e ) 

BROTZI'1AN_, Mrs. D. G. (Louis e) 

BROWN_, Mrs. Clarence (Joyce) 

BROYHILL_, Mrs. James (Louise) 

BYRNES_, Mrs . John (Bobb i e) 

• 



c 
CARTER, Mrs. Tim Lee (Kathleen) 

CEDERBERG, Mrs. Elford (Margu erite ) 

CLEVELAND, Mrs. James (Hilary) 

COHEN, Mrs. William (Diane) 

COLLINS, Mrs. James (Dee) 

COOK, Mrs. Marlow (Nancy) 

COUGLIN , Mrs . Lawrence (Betsey) 

CURTIS, Mrs . Carl (Mildred) 

D 

DAVIS, Mrs. Glenn (Kathryn) 

DIRKSEN, Mrs . Everett (Lou ella ) 

DOMENICI, Mrs. Pete (Nancy) 

DUNCAN, Mrs. John (Lois) 

DuPONT, Mrs. Pierre (Elise) 

E 

EDWARDS, Mrs. Jack (Jol ene ) 

ESCH, Mrs. Marvin (Olga) 



• 

F 

FANNIN~ Mrs. Paul (Elma) 

FRENZEL, Mrs. William (Ruth) 

G 

GARN, Mrs. Jak e (Hazel) 

GOLDWATER, Mrs. Barry, Jr. (Susan) 

GRASSLEY, Mrs. Charles (Barbara ) 

GRIFFIN, Mrs. Robert (Marg e ) 

GUYER, Mrs. Tennyson (Ma e ) 



• 

H 

HAGEDORN., Mr>s. Tom (li.athy) 

HAGE'N, Mrs. Harold (Audrey) 

HAMMERSCHMIDT., MPs. John (Virginia) 

HANRAHAN, Mrs. Robert (Barbara Ann) 

HANSEN., Mrs . Clifford (Martha) 

HANSEN., Mrs. George (C onnie) 

HANSEN, Mrs. Orval (Jun e ) 

HARSHA., Mrs. William (Rosemary ) 

HATFIELD, Mrs. Mark (Antoinette) 

HEINZ., Mrs. H. John (T eresa) 

HELMS, Mrs . Jesse (Dorothy J 

HORTON, 'Mrs. Frank (Marg e) 

HOSMER, Mrs. Craig (Maria n) 

HRUSKA, Mrs. Roman (Vicki) 

HUTCHINSON, Mrs. EdUJaY'd (Janice ) 

J 

JOHNSON, Mrs. Albert (V irginia ) 

JOHNSON., MrR. James (Nancy) 



• 

K 

KELLY, Mrs. Richard (Lorraine) 

KEMP_, Mrs . Jack (Joanne) 

KYL , Mrs. John (Arlene) 

L 

LAGOMARSINO_, Mrs . R. J. (Norma) 

LUNT_, Mrs. Robert (Karen) (Guest of Mrs. Alan Steelman -
security information requested 
is on separate paper) 



• 

M 

McCLORY, Mrs. Robert (Doris) 

McCLURE, Mrs . James (Louis e) 

McCOLLISTER, Mrs. John (Nan) 

McDADE, Mrs. Joseph (T ess) 

McDONALD, Mrs . Jack (Marian) 

McKEVITT, MY's . James (Doris) 

MacGREGOR, Mrs . Clark (Barbara) 

MICHAEL, Mrs. Robert (Corinne) 

MINSHALL, M1~s. flilliam (Fra nces ) 

MITCHELL, Mrs . Donald (Gr etta) 

MIZE, Mrs . C. L . (Elizabeth) 

MOORE, Mrs. ~1. Henson III (Carolyn) 

MOORHEAD, Mrs . Carlos (Valery) 

MOSHER, Mrs. Charles (Harriet) 

MOSSBERGER, Mrs . Joseph (Ruth) 

MYERS, Mrs . Gary (Elain e ) 

(Mother of Mrs . Charles Thone
security information requ ested 
is on separate paper) 



• 

0 

O'BRIEN, Mrs. George (Mary Lou) 

p 

PERCY, Mrs. Charles (Loraine ) 

g_ 

QUIE, Mrs . Albert (Gretchen) 

QUILLEN, Mrs. James ( C~cile ) 

R 

ROBINSON, Mrs. J . IC (Kit) 

ROUSSELOT, Mrs. John (Vyo nne) 

RUMSFELD, Mrs. Donald (Joyce ) 

RUPPE, Mrs. Philip (Loret) 



• 

s 

SCIJERLE., Mr>s. ~lilliam (Ja ne ) 

SCHNEEBELI., Mrs. Herman (Mary Lou) 

SCIJr!EIKER., Mrs. Richard (CLaire) 

SCOTT., Mrs. Hugh (Mari an ) 

SCOTT., Mrs. William (Inez) 

SHRIVER., Mrs. Garner (Mar tha Jane) 

SMITH., Mrs . Henry P. III 

SNYDER., Mrs . Gene (Pat) 

SPRINGER., Mrs. William (Elsie) 

STAFFORD., Mrs. Robert lHelen) 

STANTON., Mrs. J. William (P eggy ) 

STEELMAN., Mrs. Alan (Carolyn) 
I 

STEIGER., Mrs. riilliam (Janet) 

SYMMS_, Mrs. Myrtle (Aunt of Congressman Steven Symms - security 
information requested is on separate paper, 

SYMMS., Mrs. Steven (Frances ) 



• 

T 

TAFT, Ml'S. Robert_, Ji>. (Kay) 

TALCOTT_, Mrs. Burt (Lee) 

TALLE_, Mrs. Henry (Gladyce) 

THONE_, Mrs. Charles (Ruth) 

THURMOND_, Mrs. Strom (Nancy) 

v 

VANDER JAGT_, Mrs. Guy (Carol) 

VAN ZANDT_, Mrs . James (Meisie ) 

VEYSEY_, Mrs. Victor (Janet ) 

~l 

fl ARE_, ffrs. John (Maria n) 

WHELAN_, Mrs. Charles (Barbara) 

WILSOll_, Mrs . Bob (Shirley) 



Presidency: News 

N-4 

First Lady Holds Picnic for GOP Wives 

Mrs. Ford held a brown bag picnic for Republican 
Congressional wives on the White House lawn Wednesday. 
"She suggested that they brown-bag it and they did, some
what to Mrs. Ford's surprise," Walter Cronkite (CBS) 
reported. 

Mrs. Ford (on CBS film) said, "When I said brown bag 
it, I was being rather facitious but we decided with the 
economy in its situation, maybe a brown bag lunch wouldn't 
be so bad after all."--CBS (6/18/75) 



• 



18 75 - Brown Bag Picnic Lune 
Rep. Cong. Wives Club 

• 
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SETTY FO D 
llJASHI.iGTOtJ CAP) -- FIVi: MOMTHS AFT:l SH£ Flt.ST I ·v rT r:D TH.!~ FIKST 

LADY 3STTY FOnD -LLD A '' Br,0 1~ J BAG '' LU.JCH ON THE 1,JHITI! HOUS~ SOUTH 
LA J~. F01: ME·rn :,,,s OF THE REPUBLICP. ~ CQ,JG1.ESSIO AL WIVES CLUB . 

'iS . FOKD TOL D T Ht WOME,'<! : ' ' '\T L :AST YOU ALL GOT W l!A T YOU \JA T:=D 
Er~CHUSE YOU HAD TO BRr:rn OUR 0 1 

.• • •• 

Tr!E LU NCHEO.J WAS PLAtJ JED HJ JA UAP.Y HEN MRS . FORD ATTE 'DED A 
MEETLJG OF THS CLUB A 1D JOKI.JGLY SAID AT THE. TIL1E. SH ... WA :T_;:; TO HAV~ 
THE~ AT TH- WHITE HOUSE BUT '' I MIGHT HAVE TO ASK YOU TO BROWN BAG IT . 
WITH INFLATIO l , MY HUSBA D IS AFTE ME TO GUT DOwiJ . 

Ti[£ IDEA OF HAVI\JG THE WO~EN BRING THt.lii OWil LIJi~CH TO TH .... l"HIT.~ 
HOUSE: CAUGHT O» , A.JD TODAY HER PRESS S~CrkTA .Y SAID ABOUT l 7 cu-sTS 
S HO\•' .. D UP . 

~~;~S . FORD ' S BKOW~J ...,AG LUNCH CO JSISTt.D OF POTATG CHIPS , c:L J Y, 
CAr..~OT S, A ROASTD BEEF SA 10\H CH ON WHOLE \ HEAT A "D CUT - UP FRUIT 
I CLUDI JG A ORGMTGE , A?PLE , G.<AP:::F. UIT A JD CA JTti.LOUPr~ . IT WAS PKEPARI::D 
FOrl HE PY TH~ WHITE Huus~ STAFF . 

THE WHIT~ 1 lOUSi Pr.OVIDLD 3.'.:VZRAGES AND DESE.iT , I :CLUD1"'1G S~ALL 
PASTKIES AND ICE C. E.C\h . 

AFTER IT \1JAS ALL ov::n , THE REPUBLICA:l WIVES ?nE:SFNTt.D M .s . FORD WITH 
A :-iICHC BASKET A JD A ?O <:.r: w ITTE.J BY MRS . v.'ILLIAt" STAt--;TCN ABOUT A 
PI8.'IC FOK 1lnS . FO. D AiD H£,, HUSBA:.JD . MfS . FO.D c;..~ v-. EACH \'O'~A.~ A 
St'>; ALL G EEl'1 PEPP ,.::~, PLANT W , APP~D I '\ "O\IJ N PAP EK :3 A.: . 

SHE SAID T:c PLA ~T W1'\S AP?R•JPRI~\T'"' Fvr. THE EPUBLICA' ?AF.TY 
'' D1.'C?\USE IT ' S A PEPPi,{ PLA.H TO TAK WM• P. D p._:p UP TH~ t.~PUBLICM'. 
?AhTY.'' 

06-lu-75 l7:44EDT 

• 



i 1?6 

B TTY FOriD 
WASHI GTON <AP> -- FIVE MONTHS AFTER SHE FIHST I VITEO THE~ FIRST 

LADY BETTY FO.D HELD A ''BROW~ BA''' LUNCH ON THE WHIT~ HOUSE SOUTH 
LAW FOR EMBERS OF iHE REPUBLICA J Cu,JGRESSIONAL wIVES CLUB. 

MkS. FORD TOLD THE ~OMEN: ••AT LEAST YOU ALL GOT HAT YGU WA~TED 
BECAUSE YOU HAD TO BRI~G OUR OW .•• 

THf LUNCHEON WAS PLAJNED IN JANUARY WHEN MRS. FOkD ATTEND~D A 
MEEfING OF THE CLUB AND JOKI~GLY SAID AT THE TIM~ SHE AtT~D TO HAVF 

·THEVi AT THE WHITE HOUSE BUT ''I IGHT HAVE TO ASK YOU TO BnCW BAG IT. 
WITH I FLATIO , MY HUSBAND IS AFTER Ml TO CUT DO J. 

TH IDEA CF HAVING THE WO 1EN Bt<I G THE!H OW l LUNCH Tu THt. WHITE. 
HOUSE CAUGHT ON, AND TODAY HER P~ESS S£CRETAttY SAI~ ABOUT 107 GUESTS 
SK'JW~D UP. 

~n • FOHD'S BRO~N BAG LUNCH CO~SIST~D OF POTAT CHIPS, CEL~RY, 
CARROTS, A ROASTD BEEF SANDIICH ON WHOLE WHEAT AND CUT-UP FRUIT 
I CLUDING A ORGANGE, APPLE, GRAPEFRUIT A D CANTALOUP~. IT WAS PHEPARED 
FOk HER BY THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF. 

THE WHITE HOUSE PROVIDED BEVERAGES AIJD DESErlT, I CLUDING Sl'f;ALL 
PASTRIES AND ICE CHEAM. 

AFTER IT WAS ALL OVER, TH: REPUBLICAN WIVES PH~SENTEO MkS. FORD WITH 
A PICNIC BASKET AJD A POEM WrlITTEN BY MRS. WILiIAi STANTO 1 ABOUT A 
0 ICNIC FOH MRS. FORD AND HER HUSBAND. MRS. FO 0-..GAVE ~ACH WOMAN A 
SMALL GREEN PEPPER PLANT WRAP? D IN A B OW PAPER BAG. 

SHE SAID THE PLA T WAS APPROPRIATE FOR THE REPUBLICA' PARTY 
''BECAUSE rT·s A PEPPEK PL NT TO TAKi HOME A~D PEP UP TH~ nEPUBLICAN 
PARTY.'• 

6 .. 18-75 17:44EDT 
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Betty Ford Enter ains With Brown Bag Garden Lunch 
WASHINGTON - It was as if 

the almanac had been turned 
back to the plain and simple 
times of 50 years ago; as if the 
little round face of Calvin Coo-

by 
SALLY ·· 

STEELE 

Special to 
Enid 

News-Eagle 

lidge might be peering pertur
bedly from a lace-curtained up
stairs window at the White 
House to see what was happen
ing on the South Lawn to disturb 
his mid-day nap. It was many 
worlds away from any sense of 
proximity to recent shenani
gans when First Lady Betty 
Ford entertained the Republi
can Congressional Wives Club 
at a bring-your-own, "brown 
bag" garden luncheon. 

- Again~( a backdrop of tabl 
spread under two large shar 
trees, bright colored cotton 
picture hats, formal red, whi 
and blue decor and liveried bu 
lers, the brown paper b<> 
economy was such as to hav 
won a nod of approval fro 
Silent Cal even if the chatt 
had awakened him. · 

The idea was Mrs. Ford's an 
. when she first suggested it i 

January most club member 
thought she was kidding. He 
explanation was : "With in fl · 
lion, my husband is after me t 
cut down." 

There seemed to be a gener 
impression among the 100 o . 
more guests, _ however, that · 
pattern was being suggested fo 
Republican-sponsored get 
togethers ill the 1976 campaign 

"It's ·a picnic and we Repu 
1
Iicans are mostly family orient 

· ed," said Susan ,(Mrs. Barry 
Goldwater II, wife of the Cali 
fornia Congressman and daugh 
ter-in-Iaw t°f the Senator fro 
Arizona. )Susan always travel 

with her husband, taking along 
Barry Goldwater III, three 
months old, who is Still nurs-
ing. 

Ann (Mrs. Dewey) Bartlett of 
Oklahoma got the idea that 
"this type of event is great; 
easy on a hostess, with only cof
fee and dessert to plan and only 
paper plates and plastic spoons 
to pick up afterwards. " The 
Bartletts plan to travel through 
Oklahoma during the 4th of 
July recess and will probably be 
in Enid. With reference to two 
club members who showed up in 
sl/,lcks, Mrs. Bartlett comment
ed, "It looks like we could have 
worn anything:" 

Egg salad, tuna, and peanut 
butter sandwiches predomi
nated. Ruth (Mrs. Bill) Frenzel 
of Minnesota brought artichokes 
with tarragon dressing and cold 
zucchini soup in a stone cup. 
One fat member brought noth
ing to eat ; she was on a diet. 
Another brought a bag of water
cress; another only a fruit sal
ad. Mrs. Peirre S. du Pont IV, 

" 

of the famous Delaware family, 
brought caviar to go on her 
sandwich. Mrs. Ford's brown 
bag, prepared by, the White 
House staff, contained a roast 
beef sandwich, potato chips, a 
celery stick, a carrot and fruit 
salad. 
· Some brown bags were dec
orated with smiling faces and 
elephant cut-outs. There was a 
canopy over the serving area 
where tables contained urns of 
iced tea, iced coffee and soft 
drinks and two large trays of 
petit-fours, nut cookies and 
prownies tented under pink and 
blue netting for the butlers to 
serve at dessert time, along 
with pistachio ice cream with 
chocolate shavings in small 
clay pots. 

Tables for the guests were 
draped with Bandana pattern 
sheets, some in, red, some in 
blue. Centerpieces consisted of 
red geraniums, white fever
few and blue bachelor buttons 
placed in paper bags tied by red 
and blue ribbons. Music was 

provided by a strolling accor
dionist. 

Getting to the business at 
hand, Mrs. Ford, in her closing 
remarks, called attention to 
small potted pepper plants at 
each table, saying: "Be sure to 
take a pepper plant home with 
you and pep up the Republican 
party." Coincidentally or not, at 
this very moment Ron Nessen 
was briefing reporters in the 
White House press room about 
the persons chosen to organize 

_ and run Mr. Ford's reelection 
campaign. 

Only one note of harsh reality 
was struck. this one in a verse 
composed for the occasion and 
read aloud by Peggy (Mrs. J . 
William) Stanton of Ohio, hav
ing to do with life at the White 
House. The closing lines were : 

" .... She bought a new dress 
and planned a picnic 

told no press 
to insure no click-click. 

She sneaked her spouse 
, out of the house . 
Not even to Nessen 

·.··. 

was there any confessin' . 
They settled their basket 

under an oak . . . 
Reached for a sanwich 

and a Coke. 
Alone at last ... 

Too good to be true. 
They even began 

to bill and coo. 
And then they did hear 

that sound they fear, 
A shutter did close 

on their secret repose. 
Hanging in that tree, 

snapping shamelessly. 
They gasped to see .· 

the source of intrusion 
was none other than 

their daughter Susan. 
I fear to tell 

the rest of this tale. 
It doth reveal 

worse betrayal. 
Fo·r she peddled those pies 

without delay 
·to the domestic files 

of the CIA." 
One could almost hear a Coo

lidge-like groan from the up-
stairs window. · 

·\. 
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Comparing notes on their bags' conten - Antoinette Hatfield, Betty Ford 
and Ruth Frenzel. 

- WashingtJ>n Star Photographer John Bowden 

Esther Vanzandt found iced tea with 
a spr!g of mint refreshing. 

_Betty's • Is B.Y.O.L. ( 
Bring 
Your 
Own 

Lunch 
) 

By Isabelle Shelton 
Washington Star Staff Writer 

Republican Congressional · wives 
.. brown-bagged" it yesterday on the 
White House lawn as guests of Betty 
Ford. Mrs. Ford had discussed inviting 
the club to the White House when she at
tended the January meeting (she had 
been a member for 25 years), but she told 
the members : "I might have to ask you 
to brown-bag it; with inflation, my hus
band is after me to cut down." 

"IT'S NICE to be on the White 'House 
wn for something besides an Easter egg 
nt," said club president Antoinette 

. tfield, wife of the Oregon senator. 
Sandwiches seemed to be the most 
mmon luncheon fare, but Mrs. Pierre 

. du Pont IV, of the Delaware du Ponts 
upplemented hers with caviar. Mrs. 
ord brought sliced roast beef on whole 
heat bread, carrot and celery sticks, 

otato chips and cut-up oranges, grape
ruit, cantelooe ~nrl ,.,., ... tor ...... : ~ .. .. . 

THE WHITE HOUSE supplied iced tea 
and dessert - pistachio ice cream with 
chocolate shavings served in small clay 
flower pots . 

The official temperature was 89 de
grees in the shade at National Airport as 
the picnic lunch got underway, and it 
couldn't have been any cooler under the 
trees on the White House South Lawn, 
where picnic tables were spread with 
red-and-whitP <>nA ht .. ----' .... · . • · 
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C6 Thurst:Ui,-, June 19, 1975 . '. ~~~~PEOPLE~~~~ 

~ BY Frank Johnston-The Wasl).ln11ton Poat . , 
Olga Esch, wife of Rep. Marvin L. Esch (R-Micli.), Antoinette Hatfield, wife 
Sen. Mark 0. Hatfield (R·Ore.) and Ffrst Lady Betty Ford during the lunch-

eon on the South Lawn of the White House. 

Brown-Bagging It 
By Dorothy McCardle 

First Lady Betty Ford gave 
a "brown-bag" I u n ch eon 
yesterday on the South Lawn 
of the White House for 107 
members of the Republican 
Congressional Wives Club. 

In return, there were a 
gift for Mrs. Ford and a poem 
that spoofed ·the President's 
troubles with the Central In
telligence Agency. 

The wives of~ senators and 
m e m b e r s of · Congress 
brought their own lunches in 
brown paper ' bags. So did 
their . hostess. The White 
House packed a roast , beef 
sandwich, potato ·chips and 
assorted fruits in a. plastic 
cup, ail in a paper bag, for 
Mrs. Ford. 

Courtesy · of the White 
House were iced tea and 
ice cream and cookies for 
dessert. The women brought 
everything from home, rang
ing from · chicken to caviar 
to a couple of slices of bread 
held together by mayon
naise . . Mrs. Mark ' Hatfield 
is president of the group. 

Each woman took home a 
pepper plant~in a brown 

l'papq.r bag. 
"The pepper plants are 

good for the Republican 
Party," Mrs. Ford told the 
women. "Take them home 
and pep up the party." 

The brown-bag lunch Mrs. 
Ford found "good for the 
economy." 

~~~~~~~~~ 
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·S.om.e Gra-ss-Roofs-Sentiment 
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.. , , . · · ··-- , · .Y' -~ · ;?·:,,:;: A~l~t:d.PressWi;~o
Mrs. Betty.\ Ford (seated) · is,hostess of ,a brown-bag- lunch .on White . llouse _,Lawn yesterday for· 
GOP congressionaI-wiv~. Mrs. Mawln &ch (Ohio) is'' at Fi;st · Lady'i!- .left;' and·'~Mrs.· Willia;;; 
Frenzel (Mil}n.) is at "right. The picnic lunch launched Mrs. Ford's....1mofficial campaign ~Jorts for 

·· . the still ~announced full-term election bid by her husband. · 
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Betty' Ford, flanked by Antoinette Hatfield, greets Mrs. Loui 
Wyman ·whose husband's Senate election is uncertair 
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llJashiooton Star-news 
Thursday, Januar:y 23, 1975 

3etty's Invitation Has a P.S.
You May Have 'To Brown B~g It' 

By Ymelda Dixon 
Special lo the Star-News 

Betty Ford told Republican congressional wives 
yesterday she might have therp to the White House for 
a meeting, but added: 

· "I might have to ask you to brown-bi'g it. With 
inflation, my husband is after me to cut down." 

The group's president, Antoinette Hatfield, quipped, 
"Don't worry. We can form a committee to get the 
brown bags past the Secret Se1vice." 

TELEGRAMS HAD been sent alerting members 
that Mrs. Ford would attend the reception at the Capi· 
tol Hill Club only briefly, but she obviously felt .so at 
home in the club where she has been an active mem
ber for 25 years that her "brief remarks" turned into a 
fond reminiscence and an advice forum. 

"Republican wives," she said, "did not use to be as 
politically oriented as the Democratic wives. We have 
revamped our style and are as politically minded and 
as astute as our husbands, although sometimes I won
der why mine is." She confessed she sometimes 
disagrees with her husband. 

"I hesitate to ask · him why he is doing certain 
things. Especially if he's way off the beam. I 
know if I stay quiet long enough, I'll find out some 
way . or he_' II .tell me. If you don't agree with a 
~resident, 1t gives you a sense of inferiority. I 

"You are each important. Every Republican wife is. 
We have to keep this group togqther. We ar~ the 
heartbeat of the Republican party. A woman has to be 
even stronger 'than the man who holds office. Never 
~ink of you.r~elf as second cl.ass. I consider you each 
first-class c1t1zens and first-class Republicans." 

BEFORE MRS. FORD arrived, Mrs. Hatfield intro
duced Mrs. Hugh Scott and Mrs. John Rhodes wives ,. ' 

of the Republican leaders of Congress, to the new · 
members. . 

Mrs. Rhodes has already had all the new members 
and their wives to dinner. 

"There are only 17 and 11 of the wives aren't staying 
on," she said. · 

Mrs. Louis Wyman, whose husband is in a disputed · 
contest with Democrat John Durkin for the New 
Hampshire Senate seat, was there as a four-term 
member of the club as a former congressman's wife. 

SHE WAS soundly embraced by Mrs. Ford. 
She hopes that next Tuesday the Senate will send the 

election back to New Hampshire for a runoff, "al
though I am still emotionally drained by the last cam
paign." 

* .* * * 
.The Senate Ladies held their first meeting Tuesday, 

with many of the new Senate wives attending includ
ing Mrs. Dale Bumpers, Mrs. Jake Garn, M;s. Gary 
Hart, Mrs. Patrick Leahy, Mrs. John Glenn and Mrs·. 
John C. Culver. 

Joan Kennedy was not there. She rarely attends, but 
her name came up as wives noticed additions who can 
compete with Mrs. Kennedy in the blonde and beauti
ful class, including Mrs. Hart, Mrs. 'Culver and Mrs. 
Harrison Williams Jr. 

NOT BLONDE but in that class otherwise are Mrs. 
Garn and Mrs. Leahy. 

"It's a damn good-looking class," said the wife of a 
veteran senator, adding, "I am now a member of the 
over-the-hill gang."· f . 

Mrs. Nelson Rockefelle·r, who is automatically 
president of the Senate Ladies, sent a message that 
due to the weather and the need to conserve her 
strength, she w~uld be absent. However, said Happy, 
she lana on ein re 1dar at meetin s. I 

* * * * 
Invitations to the showing of "Murder on the Orient 

Express," a benefit for the Maret School to be held, 
next Wednesday at the MacArthur Theater billed the 
event as "The Washington Premiere." ' 

The chairman of the ·event, Charlotte Kimelman 
discovered only after they had been mailed that ~ 
premiere of the Agatha Christie classic had been set 
for last Sunday at the American Film Theatre in the 
Kennedy Center. , · 

Mrs. Kimelman got the shattering news while in 
Paris, straight from the horse's mouth. The Kimel
m.ans and George McGoverns were having cocktails 
with George Stevens, the director of the American 
Film Institute, when the bombshell was casually 
dropped. _ , . : 

But the Maret committee members feel their bene
fit, which _will be followe~ b:; a champagne reception 
at the Swiss embassy, will benefit from the tremen
dous publicity which the small preview at the Kenne
dy Center. got. Five hundred tickets have been sold 
already. 

Actress Lauren Bacall and nroducer Sidnev Lumet 
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By Ymelda Dixon 
Special to the Star-News 

Betty Ford told Republican congressional wives 
yesterday she might have ther,n to the White House for 
a meetino, but added: 

"I might have to ask you to brown-bag it. With 
inflation, my husband is after me to cut down." 

The group's president, Antoinette Hatfield, quipped, 
"Don't worry. We can form a committee to get the 
brown bags past the Secret Se1vice." 

TELEGRAMS HAD been sent alerting members 
that Mrs. Ford would attend the reception at the Capi
tol Hill Club only briefly, but she obviously felt .so at 
home in the club where she has been an active mem
ber for 25 years that her "brief remarks" turned into a 
fond reminiscence and an advice forum. 
· "Republican wives," she said, "did not use to be as 
politically oriented as the Democratic wives. We have 
revamped our style and are as politically minded and 
as astute as our husbands, although someti'mes I won
der why mine is." She confessed she sometimes 
disagrees with her husband. 

"I hesitate to ask· him why he is doing certain 
things. Especially if he's way off the beam. I 
know if I stay quiet long enough, I'll find out some 
way or he' ll tell me. If you don't agree with a 
President, it gives you a sense of inferiority. 1 

"You are each important. Every Republican wife is. 
We have to keep this group togl:ither. We are the 
heartbeat of the Republican party. A woman has to be 
even stronger 'than the man who holds office. Never 
think of yourself as second class. I consider you each 
first-class citizens and first-class Republicans." 

BEFORE MRS. FORD arrived, 1'vlrs. Hatfield intro
duced Mrs. Hugh Scott and Mrs. John Rhodes, wives 
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of the Republican leaders of Congress, to the new -
members. 

Mrs. Rhodes has already had all the new members 
and their wives to dinner. 

"There are only 17 and l l of the wives aren't staying 
on," she said. 

Mrs. Louis Wyman, whose husband is in a disputed -
contest with Democrat John Durkin for the New 
Hampshire Senate seat, was there as a four-term 
member of the club as a former congressman's wife. 

SHE WAS soundly embraced by Mrs. Ford~ 
She hopes that next Tuesday the Senate will send the 

election back to New Hampshire for a runoff, "al
though I am still emotionally drained by the last cam
paign." 

* .* * * 
.The Senate Ladies held their first meeting Tuesday, 

with many of the new Senate wives attending inclutl
. ing Mrs. Dale B.umpers, Mrs. Jake Garn, M;s. Gary 

Hart, Mrs. Patrick -Leahy, Mrs. John Glenn and Mrs·. 
John C'. Culver. 

Joan Kennedy was not there,.She rarely attends, but 
her name came up as wives noticed additions who can 
compete with Mrs. Kennedy in the blonde and bea uti
ful class, including Mrs. Hart, Mrs. Culver and Mrs. 
Harrison Williams Jr. 

NOT BLONDE but in that class otherwise are Mrs. 
Garn and Mrs. Leahy. . 

"It's a damn good-looking class," said the wife of a 
veteran senator, adding, "I am now · a member of the 
over-the-hill gang.". 1 · 

M~s. Nelson Rockefelle·r, who is automatica!iy 
president of the Senate Ladies, sent a message that 
due to the weather and the need to conserve her 
stren?th, she would be absent. However, said Happy. 
she p1ans on being a regular at meetings. 

* * * * 
Invitations to the showing of "Murder on the Orient 

Express," a benefit for the Maret -School to be held , 
next-Wednesday at the MacArthur Theater, billed the 
event as "The Washington Premiere." 

. The chairman of the event, . Charlotte Kimelman, 
discovered only after they had been mailed that a 
premiere of the Age. th:l Christie classic had been set 
for last Sunday at the American Fili:n Theatre in the 
Kennedy Center. , 

Mrs. Kimelman go~ the shattering news while in 
P a ris, straight from the horse's mouth. The Kimel
mans and George McGoverns were havino cocktails 
wi th George Stevens, the director of the 

0

American 
Film Institute, when the bombshell was casually 
dropped. . _ . 

But the Maret committee members feel their bene
fit, which _will be followed by a champagne reception 
at the Swiss embassy, will benefit from the tremen
dous publicity which ~he small preview at the Kenne
dy Center. got. Five hundred tickets have been sold 
already. · 

Actress Lauren B.)ca!l and producer Sidney Lumet 
are expected. Working on the committee is the formt:>r 
D.C. police chief, Terry Wilson, who has children in 
the school which draws heavily from diolomatic cir-
cles. · 
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