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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

NATIONAL SYMPHONY BALL 

SHOREHAM AMERICANA HOTEL 

Friday - Decembe.r 6, 1974 

Departure: 8:00 p. m. 

·· Dress: White Tie 

From: Terry O'Donne~ 

BACKGROUND: .. 
You and Mrs. Ford will attend the 1974 Symphony Ball at the 
Shoreham Americana Hotel, departing the White House at 8:00 p. m. 
The Ball is one of the principal fund-raising activities for the National 
Symphony, and you and Mrs. Ford have agreed to serve as Patrons. 
You are not expected to make remarks. Ambassador Zahedi of Iran 
wiii ·serve as--Honorary- Cha.ir.lr1a11 and ?v1r.;. · G-~org-c C.- ? .. f~C!:.cc !.:: 

Chairman. 

You will attend an informal reception hosted by the William Whytes 
prior to the Ball in the Shoreham West Apartments. This will be 
a private function with no press coverage. 

Seating diagram for your table at the Ball is attached at TAB A. 

SEQUENCE: 

8:00 p.m. 

8:10 p.m. 

You and Mrs. Ford board motorcade and depart 
South Grounds en route Shoreham West Apartments. 

Arrive Shoreham West Apartments where you will 
be met by Mr. Whyte and escorted to VIP Reception 
Suite L-418 for a private reception of about 20 
guests. 

\ ' 
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. . - .. 

8:55 p. m. 

9:00 p.m. 

. . 

9:01 p.m. 

10:00 p. m. 

10:01 p. m. 

.· 

2. 
National Symphony Ball 
Friday - December 6, 1974 

Proceed to the Regency Ballroom escorted by 
Ambassador Zahedi and Mrs. McGhee. Pause 
for announcement. 

NOTE: Other reception guests will have 
preceded you and ~trs. Ford to 
the Ballroom. 

Announcement: 

You proceed to Mr. and Mrs. Whyte's table 
and are seated. Your entrance officially opens 
the Ball, and dancing to the mus1c of Peter 
Duch in' s Orchestra begins soon after your 
entry. 

.• 

111#111 

. ) 
Dinner begins. 

Mrs. McGhee gives short welcoming remarks. 

NOTE: You are not expected to respond. 

Dancing resumes. 

NOTE: The Orchestra will perform 
until midnight. However, you 
may leave any time after the 
meal. The Chairman is 
hopeful that you will be able 
to remain until at least 
11:00 p. m. 

---
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A .. FTER THE GAIETY of Sp~nish , Week -in New York ,· 
(and ·.Philippine Week right after, it), the Corl!elius .. • 

Vanderbi1t·,Whitne.y$ said "Adios" or something lik~ that 
and werit ~fJ to hibernate at their horse farm i!1 Kentucky. · , 

Marylou · Whitney, as you've heard a dozen times, ·is putting · I 
the finishing touches on her book, which w~ll be published in the . 
fall by Farrari Stt·aus & Giroux, . w!iile Cornelius{ Sonny to. ~h1l ,.

1 

Mra, Betty Ford· ., 

She wa• 11owned in ,white 

: world, 1s busy wr1tJ.ng .. 
hi~ autobiography. : 

_They do just. about • i 
~ evervt;hing together .... '· ·. · 
. When , the hiberna• . 
tion palled, the Whit- l 

.' neys flew off to Wash· 
inJrton to the Nationaf · · 

. Symphony Bal}, Mary· : 
lou aglitter in · ruby · ~ 
earrinJrs ' , and white l 
· t'hiffon. At th'E-ir table ·; 

_ were such as the Spau-· \ 
ish Ambassador and · 1 

.M-~s. · Jaim~ Alba, the -~ i 
Caspar '. Weinbergers l 
,.nd . the Arthur 

.. Burnses of the Federa1 · ' 
;' Res~rve · Burnses, · of : :A 

course. _ ~ . ~ vi 
. ) Marylou and Ml'B, ' 
·~Geralri "- Ford . laughed ; . ! . 
a,nd laughed, becau!ie f""' ' 

· their white dresses; 
trimmed :with feathet's-

. at the nerk ~nd wris!;, "I 
were almost identical-; :j 
~you do know it was • 
the firs.t time in ~- . ~ 

· tor;v that an Ame:riiran I 
·President and his wife l 
anpeared at the Sym·' -
nlionv -"Ball, right?) 
'T'he Fords were on the i 

dance floor quite a lot 
-and Sonnv s:aid later 
that Betty Ford is his 
favorite rlancin12: .. part-
. ner. · After Ma:ryloll, 
natnrallv. · 

The 'next day, the 
Leonard Silversteins 

gave a luncheon for 75 people in the Whitneys' honor under a pink
and-white tent at their Bethesda, Md., place. ;\larylou wore BilT 
Blass' white ·silk pleated shirtwaist dress, the very thing under a 
pink and white tent. 

The Whitneys returned to 'Kentucky the next day just In time 
to give a small party around their indoor swimming pool. Among . 
the 14 grateful guests was Mrs: James Alexander , the mother of ., 
former White House secretary Lucy Winchester. Everyone dived 
Into the Southern supper of Kentucky ,. country ham, fried chicken, 
beaten biscuits and pecan pie. And · then everyone watched &JI old 
Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire lJIOVie. Talk about fun. 

A couple of d~ys l•~e~, the_·w~~~¥{were back in W!!shi_ng~~~ l 
again, this _ ti.m~ with_ Son'ny's s;,!ster~' ~aroara Headley, and~·her hus!" . 
band~~ Geor~e~· to have;·d~{r-;\Vlt}t\Pa?,l·i' Mellon; and to" view" tn.i ·. ";J' 
magnificent-collectionof Cehinesjl ~t;-a.t the .National Gallery. ,There; · ' 
r.o~nd -table.s: or-ei·ght-w.~re,.~~coi,:a~d ,with .ieherry blossoms, white1, ' 
l!he_s, blue 1m1;·· red poppies, p1nk-.;z:andncula and Queen Anne's lace:.'--~ ... 
Betty Ford looked adora_ble int: a~_red:imd-gol<\ chrysanthemum-pat- · 
tern brocade ·,dress . :made fi;om· silk .~e · had · been giv~Jl in· Ghil! . 
..in. 1972. Duchin's · orohestra.; p\~yeq· c.fl?,r~:danc1ng. It was gorrgeo·ul'. · • 

. ' . . '" . ~·.. ... ' .. " 
After ~he -0pening of -'the. R~i)~arri~on/Julie -Harris / Martiil'· 1 ' 

Gabel play "Inbpraise of Love," Mr.: and Mrs. William Green ((Bill -
- and Judy) of-, New York and' Mount Kiscfo· gave a child oarty at 

their· New York apartment : for about'·:30 chili-lovers. You'll be 
thrilled to hear that Bill Green cooked the chili with his own beau
tiful hands, and that it was a big success:;.Mrs. William woodward, 
an empress in black la~e,' had_ tw~ hef~iJ).~!l·.e' • . 

Mary Lazar, who had cut h'er dark . hair a la chinoise, bang~ 
and a)Cwa8 .in. black lace, t~. Mrs:-~ark °(Suzanne) G-0odson wore 
a black chiffon caftan, and Gaby van Zuylen wore low scoop-necked 
black silk. (She and her husba~d, ·Thierry-or Teddy for short-:-

. are he~e visiting from ab~oad. Teddy, you'll remember, ,is the ~aron
esl! Guy .dt, Rothschild's. brother.) Others dipping into th!l chili: 
Kenneth ·Jay . Lane, Phyllis Cerf, Audrey and Peter Mass, ' Arlene 
'Francis and Martill Gabel,'director Billy Wilder, 'Nore Ephron, John 
Cronin, Stevl?..Stempler, Vicki and llerman Levin: etc. 

The ho~tess w~re white crepe' ;ith a rhinestone halter neck 
by Mo.Jlie Parnis, who- was there, too, having changed on a plane 
11hortly before to be ·Teady for the evening. Stamina will get you 
everywhere. , · ., . >· ' · 

. The Gil Shiva_s· (Susan 'E,tein) are off for two weeks to Hong 
Kong apd Bangkok, returning to New'York the night before Chrsit-
mas to be with the kiddies, Theris . . , · 

' ' • • ' • ' .·. · , ' l ,,.(' .t 

Romanoff of, New York and Palni Beach. The child 1has been named 
after the father of the first Ru!illian Cz.ar ·of the Romanqff'. dynasty 
In 1613, Prince Feodor '<that's .Theodoi:e.}· The . baby's mothe ris 
American. We .can always use another Rollian9ff. 

. The ba~kgammon cogrios~e~ti0h,a.y!""takeri to the high seas !Qi 
the first major toutnament of· the ' se-as.en.::..:the '~merican champion~· '1 
11hip. The gani is me~tlng this' we~k 11t the Brittani& Beach Hotel 
on Paradise Island in t~e Bahamas to vje :for the big •takes. Mra. 
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~. · FordsiJ i<tAttend 
Syrriphony;B~ll '.' 
On Dec. 6 · · l 

. l 
President and Mrs. Ger- ;·· 

ald Ford will attend the l 
annual Symphony Ba\\ i 
Dec. 6 at the Shoreham ! 

Hotel. 
Vice President Desig

nate and Mrs. Nelson 
Rockefeller will .not be ,1 
able to attend the ball, as WASHINGTON (AP) - President and · 1 

previously planned, due to .'., ? Mrs.· Ford ~ttended a lavish white-tie 
her recent surgery for .. 
breast cancer. I~ both th~ benefit ball for the National Symphony '-'l 

'd t and vice pres1- l 1 · Orchestra Friday night, dancing and din- ,I 
pres1 en ~l , ingw.1·th·. soo . . VIPguests. . •, · .. · , . ,. dent had made an appear··'; s · .. 
ance at the ball it wouti.f ; 1 -' They we~ patrons this time at the ·¢~ ' 
have been a social coup for 1 fair they Jiave attended every years~ I 
the Embassy of Iran, 1 • Ford cainetoOmgress. . ~·. · 
which will sponsor th~ , Ball officials Said it was the first° time •. '.· . , . 
event. : though, that a president and his wife had .. , 

the Fords attended~~st .~ cometoUieball _,; .... · 
year when he was ice i ' ln the candlelit regency ballroom of the ;: . 
President and, according ~ · Shoreham Hotel, the Fords sat at a ' table · 
to observers, danced every alongside-the dance floor with friends ~ 
dance. they have joined at the ball over' the " 

years. · 
Their group included former · Defense 

Secretary Melvin R. Laird; William· 
Whyte, vice presidef!.t of U.S. Steel; Rod 
Markley, vice president of Ford Motor Co. 
and their wives~ 

'They stayed for 21t2 hours at the bail, de- ·, 
. • ~a ·~;_.11. ·:30 p.m. During the evenmg. < 

1

1' .i:.l. "''~'''·' .• , . ted .. . ' . ano~ . . . gue5t-11f~ spot ~~~ " ·1j 
ang tllesatYie dress as· Mrs.' Fon:t ~ a ) 
~'trimmed with white feathers . ;,j 
· at the neck and wrist: It was a dress the :!' 

First Lady previou5ly wore at a White 
Jiouse dinner for King Hussein of Jordan. 
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