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FACT SHEET 
Mrs. Ford's Office 

D:ne Issued 10/97-! 
By P. Ec'.v·2 :::-d 

Revised ----

Event THANKSGIVING BREAKFAST 
Group 30-30 Club (the President 1s High School Football Team) 

DATE/TIME Nov. 28 1974 11:00 a. m. 
Contact Pat Howard Phone 292 7 

Children 
---------------------------~ 

Number of guests: Total 52 Women x Men ------- ------ ------
x 

-----
Place State Floor 
Principals involved President and Mrs. Ford 

Participation by Principal _..._y_e_s _ _;,.._ _______ -"'(Receiving line ) __ n_o ___________ _ 

Remarks required none 
--=-='-=-=-""--------~------------------------

Background Each year the President 1 s high school football team members and their 

Social: 

Press: 

Technical 

Support : 

wives get together at Thanksgiving -- this is the 1930 football team of 
South High School, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

REQlJIRP.MF.NTS 

Guest list yes 
-~--------------------------------

! nvitations es - J--------------- Programs no Menus yes ----
R c freshmen ts Breakfast Menu 

Entertainment No 
-----,.Y~e-s----------------·-----~----

D e cora ti on s/ Dowers 
----------------------------~ 

Music Yes 
Social Aides yes 

-~-------------------------------
Dress Business Suit -- short casual dresses for the ladie~oat check yes 

-"-----
Other -----------------------------------
Reporters yes 

I 
\ 

Photographers yes (poo~) 
·-------------------------~ 

TV Crews • 
---------------------------------~ 

White Ho11~e Photop,raphcrs __ __ y.;.....::::..e=s ___ _ f'olor_~y....._e_s __ ~.fono. -------
Other 

-------------------,------------------~ 

PA Other Rooms Microphones no 
----~------------

no 

Recording ------------------------------ ----
1. i g ht s no 

-----------------------------------~ 

Transporta tion by cars --- -----------------------------
P :irk in G South Grounds 

Housin3 -----------------------------------
()~her _ _ ________________ ( Riscrs,stage,p lat forms) _ _ _____ _ 

Projec t Co-ordinator Pat Howard ---- ------------- - -------- Phone 292 7 

Site diagrams shou ld be attached if technical support is hc:wr . 

Digitized from Box 3 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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FACT SHEET 

Mrs. Ford's Office 

Date Issued 10 / 9 74 
By P . E owa!:"d 

Revised ----

Event THANKSGIVING BREAKFAST 
Group 30-30 Club (the President's High School Football Team) 

DATE/TIME Nov. 28 1974 11:00 a. m. 
Contact Pat Howard Phone 292 7 

Number of guests: Total 52 Women x Men x ------ Children -----
Place State Floor 
Principals involved President and Mrs. Ford 

Participation by Principal yes (Receiving line) no 
-------------~ / 

Remarks required none - -=-=-=-=---------------- - ----- - -----------
Background Each year the President's high school football team members and their 

Social: 

Press: 

Technical 

Support : 

wives get together at Thanksgiving -- this is the 1930 football team of 
South High School, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

REQlJIRP.MENTS 

Guest list yes 
-~--------------------------------

Invitations _ _,_ _____________ _ es Programs no Menus yes ----
Refreshments Breakfast Menu 

Entertainment No -----.y=-e-s----------------·----------
0 e co rations/ flowers -----------------------------
Music Yes 
Social Aides yes 

-~-------------------------------
Dress Business Suit short casual dr e sses for the ladie~oat check yes --:_ ___ _ 
Other ------------------------- ----------
Reporters yes ------------------- --- ------------\ 
Photographers yes (pool) 

TV Crews • 
---------------------------------~ 

White House Photor,raphcrs ____ .J.y-"e'-'s"----- f'olor_~v~e_s __ Mono. -------
Other --------------- ------------------- -

i\licrophones no --- - ------- PA Other Rooms ----- ---n o 

Recording ----- - - ----------- ----------------
no , 

Lights _ n_o __ _..:. _______________ _______ ____ ____ _ 

Transport:1tion by cars 
-------------------------------~ 

P:trkinG South Grounds 
Housin3 ____ _ ______ ________________ _ _ _____ _ 

Other ( m scrs,staGe ,platforms) - ------ - ------ - --- ---------

Proj ~ct Co-ordin;ttor Pat Howard - - ------------------------
Phone 2 92 7 

5 it e diagrams should be attached if technical support i-.; hc:wy. 
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Thanksg~ving Brunch (30-30 Club) . 
--....t._ ____________________________ __ ......__ 

D .. :e/Time: ___ ..0_o~C"Q_ber 28, 1974 (11:00) No. of Gue~dG: 50 
-----·----Uniform: Parki '1a· 

·----- ·- - 0. ~ ·------------

In- Place Time for Aides: 

In- Place Time for OIC: 

Dnty Aide: LCDR T. S. Todd. USN 

First Family Participation: The President and Mrs. Fnrd 
--~o.=..-=--"--''-=--=-=-=-~=--~~--=-~=.L~c__c-"--""--------~-

The following Social Aides will attend: 

i\1usic: USMC Strings in the Lobby (lO: 3 0) (Ea st Gate) 

USMC Cordovox in the Diplomatic Reception Room (10:30) 

Remarks : 

j ' ,.., ! 

I \"l>-"'t':.,..4-: ,..,,,_ 
f #' 1 T. STEPHEN TODD 

Li.eute n3. nt C on-1 n-1a. nde r, lJ. S. Na. vy • 
Na;,ral Aide to the President 

DISTRIBUTIO='-:: 
11C-~n La'.vs O'.! 

LI Col Sardo 
LCDtZ Todd 

lvlrs. r _a.rnr!l.errlin,CI, 

1\1:::">. 1:'-eiclenL:'.ld 
Usher's Office 

·while iici·:se Gar . ..'-\'e ,, 

Ll(:o1 ~R?2.ke \Tisi.tor's Office 
Band 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Alr.:t. BJLOwn-Sec.ll.etaJLy, 30-30 Club 
He U6u.ally get home about 4:30 eac.h d.a.y (CST) 
616-243-5356 



30-30 Club 

mats on 
ll/25 /74 

reason for name: it was the championship (city and state) South High 
Football Team (grand rapids) in 1930 -- and the team had 30 members 
total. 

Toyal of 52 team members and wives are planning to attend as of 
Monday night. 

They have met every year since 1930 on Thanksgiving Day. It has 
always been a breakfast, usually about 9 a. m. They used to meet 
at Hattem' s Restaurant in Grand Rapids (Mose Hattem was a cheerleader 
at South). His restaurant closed and they started meeting at the 
Pantlind Hotel about 1960. 

Their custom was to have only the team members at the breakfast, 
except for every five years, when each member would bring his wife 
and kids. Next year is the "five year" time, when the whole family 
will be included. 

How it got to the White House this year .... last Thanksgiving, Art 
Brown (secy-treas of group) talked to the President and said that the 
group had been talking, and they thought it would be a lot cheaper 
for the taxpayer if all of the 30- 30 Club came to Washington instead 
of JF flying back to Grand Rapids (this was right at the time that there 
was a great deal of criticism being leveled for excess use of jet fuel 
for Presidential travel). JF said 'great!' and, since Fords still in 
Alexandria house, planned to have it at a hotel here. Then Congress 
started talking about the Damiral' s House, and JF sent word that they'd 
love to have it there. Then, in August after he became President, he 
had someone on his staff call Art Brown and left the message 'not to 
worry - - the breakfast would still be held, but there'd have to be one 
change - - in the place it would be. ' 

President of the group is Harold Bosscher of Rockford, Mich; VP of 
group is JF; treas is A rt Brown. 

This is largest %age of members who've ever attended. Of the list, might 
want to note: 

-Clifford Gettings, Grand Rapids, who was coach in 1930 
-Mr and Mrs. Edward Preston, who are coming from 

Johannesburg, South Africa 
-Daniel P. Rose, who was asst coach 
-Silas McGee, ret. long shoreman who has been subject of 

interviews on West Coast (apparently, some doctors bought 
his ticket to D. C. and gave him money for new suit) 

note: they're arriving Natl Arprt 1:10 or 1:20 from GR Weds - press will be 
cu·,+k ~ -+lu2y d ov{;\- CLU\Q 1f D.C. ~dio.__ is a.lAJa./1.e .. 
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30-30 Club Brunch 

centerpieces: 

turkeys rade out of styrofoam 
about 15" high 
melted candle wax for the bill and red thing that hangs down 
eyes out of corsage pins 
sprayed antique gold (brownish) paint 

in baskets, on mats 

encircled by decorative gourds, purple grapes, cumquats 

orange pyracantha used 
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(From Rex Scouten, 11/27/74 at 10:30 am} 

Thanksgiving Dinner Menu 

Roast Turkey with giblet gravy 
Bread stuffing 
Glazed chestnuts 
Cranberry sauce 
Mashed potatos 
Broccoli 
Green salad bowl 
Cherry pie ala mode 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthu r Brown will be guests at dinnerp~· 
0.."' ,-_\\ ~ c:,-\o..~ ,,,, L\;(O~ "' "'-+. 

The Usher's office does not know what time dinner will be 
served tomorrow. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

--------------------------------------------------------

Coverage of 30- 30 Club Brunch 
Thanksgiving Day, The White House 

10:45 a. m. 

11:15 a. m. 

1:15-ish 

Full coverage of arrival of guests at 
South Portico entrance to White House 

Pickup in Press Lobby of pool to cover 
start of brunch, get opening shot as guests 
are seated. 

Photo pool 

Pool camera crew 
AP 
UPI 
Post 
Star 
Grand Rapids Press 
WOTV-Grand Rapids 

Reporters 

AP 
UPI 
Washington Post 
Grand Rapids Press 
Network corresponde 

Pools listed above to cover toasts and other remarks. 
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THE WI1ITS HCJUSE 
Office of the P rc:ss Secrec<'ry i·o 1virs . Ford 

Coverage of 30- 30 Club Brunch 
_Thanks<;;iving Day, The Vlhite House 

10:45 a. m. Full coverage of arrival of guests at 

South Portico entrance to lilfhite House 

11:15 a. r11. Pickup in Press Lobb;,r of pool to cover 

start of brunch, 
are seated. 

:Photo oool --. ---1----

}.Jool can1era crev1 

AP 
UPI 
Post 

Sl:ar 
Grand Rapids Pro::s.s 
WOTV-G rand Rapids 'I V\.r-\-

opening shot as guests 

Rcr}c)rters -----'----------.-...... 

i\P 
UPf 

:wa:c;h!!}gton Post 

Gr;::,nc Izapids Press 

Networ:-;: corresponder. 

1- t v\., "' 

1:15-ish Pools listed above to cove: toasts 2.nd other retnad;;:s • 
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• 
List of 30- 30 Club mer:be.rs fo r the 
'.ihi te Eouse 'Ihanksgiving Br unch . 

t.' ichael 3ucdell 
. ;. r. ~ ~lrs. H:iro1d Dossc he-r 

~·. =. 0'- ~:rs . Gerald Dour.ian 
:,.~ r. & l- 1.rs. ~\rtl:ur !3rown 
;..;r. & Mrs. Sherman Coryell 
~.\ r . & Z.lrs .. Pet~r Dood 
!.t r • ..:· Mrs .. ?-ialcolm Elliott 
Dr .. & ?-\rs. Allan Elliott 
).1 r .. & Mrs. Gerald Fo:rd 
"lr. liff ord Getti ngs 

;1 r •. & ).1rs. Martin Geyer 
.1r .. & M.rs. John Heinz:ell!lan 
!-ir. & Mrs. Leon Joslin 
Ji.I r .. & Mrs .. Alfred Luurtsema 
Mr. & Mrs. John .Mulvihill 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nelson 
J.~ r. & Mrs .. Edward Preston 
Mr. &: Mrs .. Mil ton Register · 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel .!: ose 
Mr. &. Mrs. Archie Ross 
M.r. & Mrs.Herbert Ross 
~~r. & Mrs.Floyd Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. Jax::es Trir.pe 
Mr. & Mrs. Bti.rg ess Wisner 
~r. & Mrs Ri chard Zylstra 

No Word From: 
Mr.. Silas Mc Gee Ye S 
~-: r .. Leo Van Tassel 

·.vill Kot Attend: 
~i r. ford Lipscomb 
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!'@:' . Harold Bosscher 
7186 Peninsula Dr. 
Rockford, Michigan. 
49341 • . 

/4/2 .ri NR:S 
~- Edward A. Preston 
Johannesburg, South Africa , 
c/o Lock Joint Pipe Company 
of South Africa, P.O. Box #78592 
Sandton, Tvl., 2146, ' 
Republic of South Africa. 

~osscHER- ~Es/oLP.N/ 
~Ro ·t//eE~.c--s/o~/V~ 
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c e ri tt~ :-1:i .iec es: 

tu r l-.::e :•ts :.--:ad e out 0£ s tv-r of o a.711 

about 15 '' hig h 
melte d cand le wax for the bill and red thi ng that hcn g s do·s::i 

e ye s out .of corsag e pins 
sprayed antique gold (bro"l.vnish) paint 

in ba s kets, o n mats . 

. enc ircled b y decor a tiv e gou r d s , pnrp l e g ra?es , cun1quat s 

orange py~acantha used 
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S~ort dresses for ladies~ business suits for m~n 
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R.ex has not recei".lP.d word on that, b: . .tt i1:::: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
O.ifice of the Press Secretary to Mrs . Ford 

---------------- --- -------------------------- - -------------------

First Family schedule for 
week o f Nov. 25, 197 4 

Nov. 28 , 1974 
Thanksgiving D ay The President and Mrs . Ford will hose the 

President's High School Football Team for 
a Thanksgiving Brunch at 11 a . ·m. at foe \Vhite 
House . I<nown as the 30-30 Club , guests are 
rnembers of the 1930 football team of South 
High School, Grand Rapids, Mich. , a~1d 

wives. A bout 54 guests are expected . 

,, . 
tr1e1r 
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THE WH11 E HOUSE 

Office of the Pr,:;c;& Secretary to J\t1rs. Ford 

The P reside!lt and Iv1.r s. Ford ·will be hosts Thanksgiving Day 
at a bL'unch for mernbers of the President's hir~h school 
football 1-earn and their wives. The brunch will h~ at 11 a. rn. 
in the White House Blue Room. About 52 guests ar~-: expe(·ted. 

The group is known as the 30-30 Club, so nall'(-'.d because it 
took the city and state footb::.1.ll charn)ionships for S-_iuLh High 
School in Grand Rapids in 1G30, and because the tc<li.n 11acl 30 
ni.:~rc1b er s. 

Ii: has rnet for breakfast on Thanksgiv-ing Day ev~ry year siLcc 
1930, though this is the first rneel-.ing in Washi•1gton, D. C. 
(~hey gc.nerally rn~et in a restaurant in Grand Rapids/. Plans 
\Vere rnade to rneet this year in -Washington abou1· ::i. year Z\gc. 

Harold Ihsscher of Rockford, Micl1. is presidcr:it of Hie Club; 
Th<; Presi 1l".!nt is vjce presidPnt; d.nd Art Br<)wn of Gr:ind i:._aplds 
is secr~~ary-trcasurer. 

Travelin.,; the farthest are Mr. 2.:nd !v1rs. Edward Preston cf 
Johannesburg, South. J-\frica. J\lso attending will b;:: CliHord 

Ciet ings oz Grand Rapids, who w"l.s coach of the te<Hn i.D 1930 

T11e ntenu: Honeyde'7 melon garn:i shed v;i_th s+:r;<.\Vth" ries 
T<:gg s Benedict 

Aspa,ragL1s 

Hot apple 1)ie ;i.nd vd.nilla ice cred.rn 

IJ 
.; ;; " IF 



SCHEDULE FOR 30-30 CLUB MEMBERS 

Wednesday, November 27, 1974 

1:20 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

1:40 p.m. 

Arrival by United Flight #642Y charter aircraft at 
National Airport. You will be met by Col. Ric Sardo 
and Nancy Howe. 

Depart National Airport via Marriott Corporation mini bus. 

Arrive Marriott Twin Bridges Hotel. 

Thursday, November 28, 1974 

10:15 a.m. 

'10:25 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

11:20 a.m. 

1:15 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. 

2:45 p.m. 

Aboard Marriott mini bus. 

Chartered bus departs Hotel for White House. 

Arrive via Southwest Gate to Diplomatic Reception Room. 

You will be escorted to the Green Room where you will be 
greeted by the President and Mrs. Ford. 

Brunch in the Blue Room. 

You will be met by Mike Farrell and then given a 'Special 
tour of the White House. 

You will be escorted to the Diplomatic Entrance and 
transported by chartered bus to the Twin Bridges Hotel. 

Arrive Hotel. 

Friday, November 28, 1974 

10:30 a.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

2:45 p.m. 

A special tour of the Blair House has been arranged for you. 
(No special transportation provided). 

A special FBI tour at the Department of Justice has been 
arranged. (No special transportation provided). 

FBI tour completed. 



.. . · 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

REVISED 11/27 /74 4:00 p. m. 

Coverage of 30-30 Club Brunch 
Thanksgiving Day, The White House { ' 

10:45 a. m. 

11:15 a. m. 

Full coverage of arrival of guests at 
South Portico entrance to White House : 

Pickup in Press Lobby of'pool to cover 
start of brunch, get opening shot as guests 
are seated. 

Photo pool 

ABC, CBS, NBC, TVN 
AP 
Post 
Star 
Grand Rapids Press 
WOTV-Grand Rapids 
Time, Newsweek 

Reporters 

AP 
UPI 
Washington Post 
Grand Rapids Press 
Netv..rork correspondent 

·-. +l'"""'. 3~o+· ,.p.,___....,m--.--__;i;;p>->i:-.-ck-ttp~oooy 

3:00 p. m. 

Fu.U- eov.era:ge , Photo O.l Presi dent &- Brunch pa--.rty - >!< 

Full coverage of departure of gues ts at South 
Portico. Interviews may b e conducted in 
Diplomatic Reception Room. 
Pick up in Press Lobby 

>:<Grand Staircase 
# " . r;: 



_L;:W p.m. 

l:JO p.m. 

1:lf0 p.m. 

I '1 I\ p ) 

2:00 p.m. 

2:30 p . m. 

~ • k 
L:4.J p . m. 

3: 1,5 p .m. 

l, :00 p . m. 

S;30 p.m. 

l:OO p.m. 

8:JC p.m. 

·io:OO p.m. 

• 

---·--·----- ---~--------·--------

Arrival by United Flight ff ~42Y charteT aircraft at 
National Airport. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown iv-ill oe picked up by a White House 
st.~££ car. 

Depart National Airport. 

Arrival at Diplomatic Entrance of White House. 

Mr : and Mrs. Brown will be met and escorted to their 
quarters on the third floor of the mansion. 

Luncheon will b served to Mr. and Mrs. Brown in the Solarium. 

Mr . and Mrs. Brown will be escorted to the Diplomatic Entrance 
for transportation to the Capitol. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown arrive at th Capitol, are met hy William M. 
(Fish Bait) Miller, and escorted on a tour of the Capitol. 

Nr. and Mrs. Brown depart the Capitol for the White house. 

Hr. and Hrs. Brown arr lve Diplomatic Entrance, arc~ met by 
Hike Farrell, and given a conducted tour of the lfoj te llous2. 

Mr. and Hrs. Brown are escorted to their living quarters on 
the third floor oE the mansion. 

Hr. and Mrs. Brown are escorted to the West Hall on the 
second floor of the mansion for cocktails with the President 
and the First Lady. 

Dinner with the President and First Lady. 

Mr. and Mrs . Brown return to their quarters on the third floor 
of the mansion. 
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9:00 Et.Ill. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00-1:00 

2:GO p.m. 

Hr. and rfrs. BrowE are served breakfast _;_n the Solarium. 

It is possible that they will be joined by the 
President and First Lady, if schedules permit. 

Mr . and Hrs. Brown 1 s luggage will be taken from their 
quarters to the DiplomRtic entrance and transported 
to their room at the Twin Bridges Harriott Motel. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown are escorted to the first floor of 
the mansion for the 30-30 Brunch. 

30-30 Brunch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown a-::-e escorted to the Diulomatic Entrance 
and transported by hf11ite House car to the Twin Bridges 
Harriott Hotel. 

i 
i 



ME1v10RANDUM FOR : 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 2 7, 1974 

NANCY HOWE 

MIKE FARRELL ~ 
"30-30 Brunch" Group 
Tour Reservations for 
Friday, November 29, 1974 

The following arrangements have been made for the "30-30 
Brunch11 guests : 

10:30 a . m. 

1:30p. m. 

Special Tour - Blair House 
P l ease inform them that Blair House is 
lo cated on Pennsylvania Avenue between 
17th Street N. W. and Jackson Place, N. W. 
(Across from the White House and one b lock 
west). I will meet the group and introduce 

them to Mrs. Wilroy who is the President 1 s 
Hostess at Blair House. 

The Tour will last one hour. 

Special Tour - F. B. I. 
Please ask them. to go to the main entrance 
of the Justice Department on 10th Street, N. W. 
between Constitution Avenue and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, N. W . They will be met by Special 
Agent Robert Haynes, F. B . I. Liaison Officer 
to the White House. 

The Tour will last one and a half hours. 



Dress: 

Arrival: 

Brunch: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THANKSGIVING BRUNCH 
FOR 

MEMBERS OF THE 30 - 30 CLUB 

Thursday, November 28, 1974 
ll:OO a . m . 

Business Suit ... Short Dresses for the Ladies 

ll:OO a. m .... Your guests will arrive through the 
Diplomatic Reception Room and will be escorted to the 
Green Room. Juices and mixed drinks will b e served. 

ll:O S a. m . ... You and Mrs . Ford will be escorted via 
elevator to the Green Room and will greet your guests . 

ll:20 a . m .... After mingling with your guests , you and 
Mrs . Ford will precede your guests into the B lue Room 
for Brunch. 

Round tables 

You will s eat Mrs. Ford and give the Thanksgiving Blessing. 

12: 30 p. m . ... At the conclus ion of Brunch you will rise and 
propose a toast ... members of the 30- 30 Club will respond. 
(Suggested toast - Tab A) 

NOTE: 

There will b e a photo taken by the White House photographer 
and the wire photo g raphers after you are seated 
of your toast will b e r e leased to the press. 

transcripts 



Afte r Brunch: 

Departure: 

You and Mrs. For d will invite your guests to the Grand H2.ll 
where they w ill assembl e at the foot of the Grand Staircas e 
for a group pho tog r aph. 

You a nd Mrs. Ford will then invite your g u e s ts t o s t a y for 
a tour - - which will b egin with the Se c ond Floor . 

N OTE: 

White H o use tour guide s will c ond u c t th e tour. 

You and Mrs . Ford may wish to escort your gu es ts to the 
S e cond Floor to b egin the ir tour and then b i d them fa r ewel l. 

N O TES: 

Guest list is attache d (Tab B) . 

Milita ry S o cial Aide s will be pre s e nt. 

A Cordovox will be play ed in the Diplom atic Recept ion Room 
as your guests arrive . 

M a rine Strin g E n sembl e will b e playing rn th e G r and H a l l. 

Na n c y Lammerding 



Ct.JEST LL:;T FOR THE BRUNCH TO BE GIVEN P.Y THE PRESL)S''.TT i\2' ·) 

l\'1R.S. f'ORD FOS. THE 30-- ~,o CLUB ON THURSD1\ Y, 1\TOVEMB.::~R :~:~, l Ci M, 
. .'\.T EL EVE'\ 0' C.LOCI<. THE V!HIT E .HOUSE: 

?vhcha:l Burdell . ~ ~ 
Charl2ston, ·west Virginia 

and Mrs. Ea.rold Bosscher ~ d-d.,.~,e_ F.;cAu2--c f3o-d7 _r 
Rockford, Michigan ~ ~ 

_and Mrs. Gerald Bouman __ ..;. /::;: ~,J "'~ 
./2,.i/(. r/J_,/!...-/0) tl/>-.. • ~ ......,- .... White Cloud, Michigan o-v:.-e.. / 

-M AhGB ./, 0~~ 7-. and rs. rt ur . rown ~ d- ~/ rr 
Grand Rapids, Michigan '7 

I I. c ~ ~,(UN /'\._, and Mrs. Sherman Coryell Mi St:>lJ-1-/.. ,ifr:t:J ;._1. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Iv1r. 

J\.lr. 

Mr . 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr . and Mrs . Peter Dood 
Belding, Michigan 

Dr. and Mrs. Allan R . Elliott 

Shippenville, Pennsylvania 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Elliott 

.,\?Mr. 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 

Clifford H. Gettings 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

J\.1r. and Mrs. :Martin Geyer 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs . John Heinzelman 
Greenville, Michigan 

1v1r . and Mrs . Leon A . Joslin 

~d~ 

&-()_/'rtk/L r~ . {!pa}_,' 

Mr. 

-)f Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

* tv1r. 

Mr. 

Seattle, Washington 

t~ and Mi·s. Alfred_ Lurts:m~ -u1. ~ 
Grand Rap1ds, M1chtgan /2. · /J ( ftUO dr:i . 1,) 

Silas McGee /) _-..,?- ~~. ~ /19t) Af!.t0~'7 
San Francisco, California ,,Z£r. J . 

and Mrs . John L . Mulvihill _ . -t {~ I( ViJ./l/nk;..£ U!
Wyoming, Michigan ./IRA 

and Mrs. Robert F. Nelson ~ ~ ~_LJ ~~ 
Grand Ledge, Michigan · (/ rl1.. ) 

and Mrs. Edward A. Preston t!P- lhJ.bv:b~ ( J';O~O frA.. ~d 
Johannesburg, South Africa -?C·-- IJ. / u 

and Mrs. Milton Register _ UP./l- S<_'o/...z-..,_, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan ~1..-<J/) ,.1- -

*Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P . Rose ~~he~, 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan ~ ~ - !13tJ - ~tJJ /)ltd U/V;.u---

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Ross [ ~' ~;!_ t;_ 
East Lansing, Michigan~~ ~w::tf f(c;;, />-p,~41) 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Ross ~) ~(_ 
Port::ige, Michigari ./2.Cf ~::z~, ~//;ft,/UI/?/ 

M::-. and lv1rs . .Floyd C. Thomas dl/v 
G::-acclville, Michigan r~J 



' ' 
..;.\.I r .. 

?v~r. 

Mr. 

lvtr . 

a•1·, 

, 
ar·i.-.... 

an 1 

and 

• 

-· ? -

:-..frs. J-1rnes 1"r-irr1pe 

; 2., '1 d ~;. c-1. !) l -1_ C\ 
1 

i\1-f i C }1 i '"1 -L 

·fr -- • LP.o Van T::i.s 'h'l 

Li rquette, l\l Lchi.g:'.i:1 

i\'Ir:". Burgess L. Wisner 
Grand Rapids, Michi_gan 

\-frs . Richard J. Zylstra 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 
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'THr·: PH.ES:rr-:~'.'JT 
f,{rs. Josl ~n. 

'di·. Bro\v::, 

"Jrs. Zyl3t.c3 
rvi: r. .t:io s sch""~· 

1'/L rs. Allan I<.:lliott 
Mr. Register 
Iv1rs. Do,)d 
1v1r . -Wisner 

lvfrs. Archie Ross 

Table 2 ----
MRS. FORD 
Mr. Joslin 
:rvirs. Brown 
Dr. Elliott 
Mrs. Regi;;ter 

Mr. Gettings 
Mrs. ·wisner 

Mr. Zylstra 
Mrs. Heinzelman 

lkr. Preston 

T2.bJ.e 3 
Mr. Rose 
lv1rs. Preston 
Mr. Van Tassel 
Iv1r. Archie Hoss 
J'vf s. Malcolm Elliott 
Mr . Nelson 
Mrs. Coryell 
1,:Ir . McGee 

Mr. Heinzelman 
lv'Irs. Bos sch er 

• 

1v1r. Coryell 
i fr::;. Ceyer 
I-.,1.c·. Boun1an 

Mrs. Trimpe 
Mr. Burdell 
1vlrs. Herbert Ross 
lv1r. Lurtserna 
lv1rs. Thomas 
Mr. Mulvihill 
Mrs. Nelson 

Table 5 
Mr. Elliott 
Mrs. Bouroan 
Mr. Geyer 

lvirs. Lurtsema 
Mr. Dood 

Mrs. Mulvihill 
Mr. Thomas 
1v1rs. Van Tassel 
Mr . Trimpe 
lvir. Herbert Ross 
hi-1 ~. Rese 
f'\.r.;. <'u<\,.--cL-<>- ~'2\\\"~e\ 
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• 
;.1.,"lt~ch - No1 ,"' rnber 28, 

i'.cr~3 .. 7y1_0~r:.:1 

~vir. B:.J . .;.s.:::hz~:-

1'.,I rs. All::> e. 2: hott 
~\/Lr. .. Regist~~r 

fvn·s. Dood 

~~e~;)'~ 
Table 2 

MRS. FORD 

'.\fr. Joslin ./--

~ 
}vlrs. Register 
~\Ir. Getting-; 
L-f.c-s . 'Nisrer 
l,'fr. Zylst.::-a 
~ 1 ~ ... i:_4 e i· n,., ., 1 ,..,.... o. ·n 

cf;;_'" P:~es"t:~s~'- le.+t-

j\:lrs. Preston 

~/L·. Van T:i.ssel 
_'.',fr. Arch1A. "Ross 

Mrs . Malcolrn. Elliott 
]\,~ r·. Nels on 
J'A:·s. Corye1i 
1vr :r. :rvr -:: Gee 

lv1r. Hl.o!inzelnJ.an 
fl.1 ::-a. Bos sch er 

i 

l\-1:.r. Co.;.-:reli 
1' 1 r .s • G·: }re 1-

.,_, L ·t . fJ6 i1Tia~1 

.0if::-.s. TctnYpe 

Mr . Burd~ll 

.lvirs. Herbert Ros3 

fv1r. Lu">.:"t::>· .... r. a 

JvJrs, T:wrna·~ 

.Mr . Mulvihill 
1v1.rs. Nelson 

Tab!.e S 
~'V[r. Elliott 
}\Jr s. Bouman 

M:::. Geyer 
N[rs. Lurtsema 
Mr . Dood 

l\.'I r s .. .i'.1 ul vih i 11 
M1:. Thomas 
ths. \-an Tassel 
lv1r . Trirnpe 

Mr. Herb:~rt Ross 
1-,1L:0 . 13.elJ<1·rrge.1-

-
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GUEST LIST FOR THE BR UNCH TO BE GIVEN BY THE PRESIDENT AND 
MRS. FORD FOR THE 30-30 CLUB ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1974, 
AT ELEVEN O'CLOCK, THE WHITE HOUSE: 

Mr. Michael Burdell 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Mr. arid Mrs. Harold Bosscher 
Rockford, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Bouman 
White Cloud, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur G. Brown 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Coryell 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Dood 
Belding, Michigan 

Dr. and Mrs. Allan R. Elliott 
Shippenville, Pennsylvania 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Elliott 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 

Mr. Clifford H. Gettings 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Geyer 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. John Heinzelman 
Greenville, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon A. Joslin 
Seattle, Washington 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Lurtsema 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mr. Silas McGee 
San Francisco, California 

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Mulvihill 
Wyoming, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Nelson 
Grand Ledge, Michigan 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Preston 
Johannesburg, South Africa 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Register 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Mr. z• I It • Daniel P. Rose <::;:a.""~t<>-

Mount Pleasant, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Ross 

East Lansing, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Ross 

Portage, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd C. Thomas 

Grandville, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. James Trimpe 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Van Tassel 

Marquette, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Burgess L. Wisner 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Zylstra 

Chicago Heights, Illinois 



GTJEST .L'"ST FOR THE BP.UNCH TO B:S GiVEN BY TEE PRESID::.!.::r'T AND 
~·.,,ms. FORD ?O..t\ TEi~ 30-30 CLUB ON THURSiJ_. y, NOVE::'.A3.:S::\ 8, 2 97,,~ , 
.1-\? El z·;lz:-;r 0 1c:.oc.:, T:-IZ VfHITE~ ~IOUS"S: 

ht:::. a:1d -~A:-s, E:i..:-o1d BNisc:,.e"" 
R ocic~· o:: ,,,.: ., }¥1 ic:1i z ::!. ~ 

.s.'11.!' , anci lvfrs. G'.:!ra'd Bot:t:r:.Z.!1 
1YhEe C:ou ~, lvt-iJ.:hi'"" :.."1 

i..,..l::-- ~ a:ncl :\'I~~s, 1~.rthur C .. c;·:o-Yn 
G.;.::· . .n.:..l _"\apilv_, J\i~<::hi.;:ir~ 

Mr. a .• rl '\\.,· ~- :, .5he1 · ... :.n Co~-ye1.1 
Grard Hapid.u ~ £.J1ichiga.n 

M:. a'.!'ld :?-,,!;.·;:;, Pehr Dood 
Beldi.::1g, lvlichigan 

Dr. . and !vl!'s. Allan R. Ellioi:t 
ShippcnvUle, Pem.1s7lvania 

M.:-. and !v1:';:; . 1vlalcolm .Elliott 
Moun.": Pleasant, :Michigan 

ivL. CliUo:-d H. Gettings 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

rv1::. and :Mrs. Martin Geyer 
Grand Rapids. Micl:.l3an 

.Mi· . an.cl. 'NL.rs. John Hei.nzelm;i.n 
c·.:eenville, :Nlichigan 

~;Lr. and Mr;:.. Leon A. Jo3lin 
Seatfi.~, V!a3hir.gton 

r~11·0 ~nd N1~3a i\lfxed I~urtserna 
Gra·nd Rapids, lviichigan 

!vL . . Silas McGee 
San Francisco, Ca'l.i.fo:rnia 

and Mrs. John L . 11/Iulv·ih'i.11 
Wyom.ing, Michi.g:rn 

and Mr3. Rcbe:d F. N ls on 
· Grand Ledge, .f\!lichig<ln 
an.::! !vfrs. Edward A. P:r.e~iton 

Joha~'1.nesburg, Sot.'.tb Africa 
and 1krs, I\Elton Regi.ster 

Grand B apids • .Nli.chig;J.n 
JI.Jr.· eh.::::;r')l,'.~;s. Daniel P. Rose 

}v!ou . .;."'lt Pleasant, lvticlligan 
anci. Mrs. Arr..:>.ie Ross ?vir. 

.... . '.'!:. 

:tvir. 

M::-. 

.a8l: L<i.nzi q, rvUchig;rn 
and "' .. ·s. 1--· _ .... ':le--:.·t }\Q~ ~ 
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Thanksgiving at the White House 
(NBC-2 :40 minutes) 
After receiving in full the White House Thanksgiving 

dinner menu, and the brunch menu , John Chance llor said : 

"It was a mouth-watering day at the White House , and a 
nostalgic day at brunch, a reunion of the 1930 Grand Rapids 
High School Football team, which won a state championship . 
The team captain was Gerald Ford . Here ' s more on that story 
from John Cochran:" 

"They came from as far away as South Africa for the most 
me morable reunion the 1930 Grand Rapids South High team has 
e ver had. Some brought wives and presents for the first 
family. Some did not. Silas McGee had enough trouble just 
getting the money for the trip from his home in San Francisco . 
But he was not about to miss seeing- his old teammate , Jerry 
Ford ." (NBC showed extensive footage on McGee ) 

'' 
"Silas McGee a lways called Jerry Ford "j uny" back in the 

days when Silas was all-city halfback and Juny was allstate 
Center on the undefeated Grand Rapids team" Cochran said. 
Over 61 now, but they are still in good shape, even though 
the ir hair is thinner and their midriffs thicker. After a 



• 
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leisurely brunch, which took more than two hours, President 
Ford's old teammates took a tour o f the White House, and then 
came outside for a special picture taking session . 

"The idea was to try to duplicate a picture of Mr. Ford 
with three of his teammates, taken 44 years ago. And they 
came close to duplicating it (as film of the picture-taking 
was shown.) The people were all the same. Only the physiques 
have changed. But while others on the team may joke about 
their aches and pains now, Silas McGee says he is as great 
as ever. (Pictures of McGee showing how he carried the ball.) 

(ABC-2:10 minutes.) 
Howard K. Smith said Thanksgiving comes at troubled 

times for many. 

"At the White House, the man on whose desk the most 
trouble lands, the President set the tone / by hosting his 
high school football team. ABC's Torn Jarriel reports :" 

Forty-four years ago they were the Michigan state high 
school championship football team . Today they assembled around 
their captain, Gerald Ford for the annual reunion of the 30- 30 
club. As 22 surviving members of the 30-rnan 1930 club posed 
for pictures and tossed the football around after brunch, a 
lot of the old team spirit was still evident . (Film of President 
talking with teammates and lining them up for picture .) 

" In disparaging moments , Lyndon Johnson used to accuse 
then House minority leader Ford of playing too much football 
without a h elmet . What sort of football player was he?" 

McGee " He was a doggone good one -- the very best, very 
very best. " (McGee gave a detailed report on what a good 
player Gerry Ford was). 

"He always wore his football helmet ," said McGee . 
one says he didn't, they got rocks in his head." 

"Any-

J·arriel said "Comedian Dick Gregory and three congress
me n paced the cold sidewalk outside to protest what they 
called the Administration's lack of concern for the world ' s 
hungry ." 



The White House mood was fes-
tive, the eggs benedict were delicious, 
and the only inflation anyone was vis
ibly worried about involved filling a 
football with air. It was the 44th annual 
reunion of Michigan's 1930 state foot
ball champions, the South High Trojans 
of Grand Rapids, whose captain was 
center and linebacker Gerald R. "Ju
nie" Ford Jr. All 43 previous re-
unions had taken place in Grand Rap
ids. This year the 23 surviving team 
members-including one who came 
from South Africa for the occasion 
-gathered in Washington, demon
strating what a happy, relaxed 
President Ford called the "closeness 
so evident then and so obvious now." 

First there was the team's traditional 
Thanksgiving Day breakfast (paid for by 

A NOT-SO-INSTANT REPLAY 
AT JUNIE'S WHITE HOUSE 

Arthur Brown, President Ford and Richard 
Zylstra lined up behind Leon Joslin to re
create a photograph taken when they 
were high-school football heroes In 1930. 

Ford personally, the White House 
pointed out). Then the old Trojans, 
many wearing "WIN" buttons in an im
pressive showing of residual team 
spirit, gathered on the big lawn for a 
picture session. They reminisced about 
their old teammate Junie, now the oc
cupant of the big house behind them, 
remembering him as a reliable, steady 
center on offense and a rugged, hard
tackling linebacker on defense. Only 
one political note was allowed. The 
Trojans' coach, Clifford Gettings, re
called that Ford had run unsuccessfully 
for student body president at South 
High but hinted that the school admin
istration might have engaged in ballot
shaving. "We didn't really want Jerry 
to win," the coach recalled. "It would 
have taken him away from football. " o 
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Today- Mostly sunny, high in the 
upper 40s, low near 30. Chance of pre· 
cipitation is near zero today; ·10 per 
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range, 51-33. Details on ·page Cl • 
. ,~ . 

t 
-•. 

9Jth Year No. 359 © 1974, The Washill6ton Post Co. 

t Jerry Eord Host 
·At 44th Reunion 
Of F o'otbdll· Team .,_ 

~ - -... 
By Bob Addie and Toni Shales 

w ... hll\ston Post Staf(Wrttera -. 

The man in the blue1 suit wo~e hi's name tag yesterday 
, as the 30-30 Club gathered in the Blue Room of the White · 
.House. , . . 

. , The label said: "Hello; My Na~e is Gerald R. Ford." 
It \\'as the 44th reunion of the 30-30 Club, so named 

because the 30-man South High School team of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., won the city and state football champion
ship in 1930. 

Gerald R. Ford was center al}d ·~ptain of that team, 
and every year since he had flown back to Grand Rapids 
for the reunion. When local boy Ford kept making good, 
it was decided to move the affair to Washington this year. 

·;. The fire blazed cozily in the Blue Room where there 
·were two centerpieces. One was on the · table--a pair of 

· turkeys made <>Ut of stm.foam 'Standin,g 15 inches hlg~. 
· · .The 9ther centerpieee ·wa.S'. SH.as MeGee, Starting end for 

the South High Trojans of 1930 and, as described by coach 
~liffoi;-d Gettings, '72, "the .only eol<>red''boy'>on the squad 

· _:.buf a ' fine one." McGee is 6l. He -hadn't attended any 
of the previous reunions. 

Life has dealt variously with the high school champions 
of 1930, and McGee best exemplifies the span of ~ate. 

The other first-string end on the South High team was 
Leon Joslin, now a real estate broker. 
· "We called McGee 'Sikey,"" Joslin recalled. "We had 

~ , ' sort of lost track of him and he .never attended our re
. unions. I live in Seattle, and I had heard that he was a 
, longshoreman in San Francisco. I went up to find him 
" last year and finally traced J:iim through the union. 
·, "His foreman wanted to. play a joke on ,McGee and gave 

,,. •.· me a pink slip which I was to give to him and say I was 
; his replacement. I went ,up to hiiri and he saw the pink 
]>slip. But I didn't have the heart to continue, 'Sikey,' I said, 

_ \ 'don't you know me?' He recognized me and we embraced." 
Sikey McGee was · embracing everybody in the Blue 

,Room yesterday, ipclucllng the President. "I don't, care 
• . :whll!:.• . !? ,9~~~e1;'·sai~ .. ~~~ .. , "he w~s a,lway~ ,a guy . I , 
~: :~~Jov~. :~~:vils;aiwar~ down .~i!l,arth jike~i_r~~.-of this . 
~--·· ~ group;,, ,. "· :, • . , .· "1:{ ' .. x• ""r··.. · ., 
~£" , ,A eolledion was :taken up for ~cGee-now retired-to ··' " 

FRIDA."'¥, NOVEMB 

~· ~· ~-· -~;__~~~· ~~-s-~_e_F_o_RD~-·-A_11_,_c_o_1_.7 ____________ ~--------~--~--..;...,----............ --.;i-~,.....------------------

; 



f· .... ; ; ... 

iEll .,· 2 9, 197 4 

Index 100 Pares 
4 Sections ; 

Amusements Bl3 ·· Metro 
Classified · ClB Obituaries 
Comics Dl4 Religfon · 
Editorials A30 Sports 
Fed. Diary Dl5 Style 
Financial DlO TV-Radio. 

C. l 
Cl4 
Dl2 
D 1 
B 1 
Bl2 

' Phone (202) 223-6000 Circula tion 223-6100 20c Beyond Washlnrton. "~ . ' 15c 
- Cla~sltled 223·6200 Maryland and Vlulnla 

Ethiopian 
Leader~·-· 

Chosen· 
'. 

, Little-l{nown 
I' c.- .. 

General Se'e·n 
As FigU,:·eh.ead 

By -David :B. rnta:way 
Wash!nitton .Pol'~ .F..orelen S~rvlce 

ADDIS ABABA: Nov. 28 
- Ethiopia's military gdv

. ernm~nt today . named · a 
relatively unknown general 
as formal head of the na
tion, less than a week after 
the man . who previously 
held the position was killed 

' in a shootout with troops 
'and 59 1 otl~er high officials 
were executed. 

The 120-man Provisional 
Military Council appointed 
Brig. Gen. Taferi Benti, cotn· 
riiander of the army's 2d DiVi
sion in · the" northern· 'Eritrea 
Province, as its chairman. 

Officials said Taferi, · !53, 
would serve largely as "3. pow· 
erless figurehead w.ho would 
act as chief of state and carry 
out the decisions of the mjli· 
tary council. ·. 

Taferi, . who comes- from a 
humble background aNI was a 
military attache in ' Washihg: 
ton in the late 1960s, is not 
himself a member of the mi.li· 
tary council. He will not serve 
the additional·,post oj minister 
of defense,. as. bad tht\ previ·· 
ous chairm!l~,' Geni: Am.f.il An
do{ll. befqre his dea,fl\' 't.IJ. the 

~~.:.~-"i\;'~{~-'Uf!ii ... '?.·;..; ,., _,,._.., . . .: 11'~ : • ~ . . . '•t> . '· bloody ~vents Qfl~~t y(~lilke!ld . 
~f~·~~::";l'f.·1;<~1:;;..-::.-,: ''"'"·" ~ " !!. . • ~,,,.~ ,,.,.. - h &toll"'--'l'he Washington Po•t , Just after ·· Aman's · death 
,l.~::f:.~ .. ·,'·.; · '.l•~c ::~·.:; .. . ' ·'- ··,: · ~.·· ').• ~!.~· -"'.! !:,"·' ·' "•"~'...- . .. • • •·-'"·"·~:·:~- ~ ... \,' 
tes. ~athered in the Rose Garden one of their ~ld~\~.· it~ icllool football plays. came the mass execution of 59 . 
,....~------------------:....,... _ _;,... _________ __J high-ranking officers, former 

1 mi n i ct i:u·~ C" ,...,. ...J - -.-- • 
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MEMORIES - President Ford catches football 
flipped by Silos McGee, one of Mr. Ford 's high 

"IN 

school teammates in Grand Rapids, Mich., on 
lawn of the White .House during reun ion of team. 

' Ul'I W irPohoto 
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Siki's Back With the Team 
) ' 

-Star-News Photographer Pete Schmick 

Silas (Sikl} McGee (left) with teammates Elliott and Trimpe. 

By John Sherwood· 
Star-News Staff Writer ·'! 

i· 

Yesterday the day wa!;. :-ill for 
"Siki." Good and funny and lost 
Siki, the little end with''Yhe big 
words and ready wit. 

They hadn't seen him fo r 44 
years, but Silas (Siki) McGee 61, 
finally had made it to the ·rnmual 
reunion of the South High.School 
football team of 1930. 1 ; 

Today, without question, be
longs to "Junie." Brawny and 
solid and brave Junie; the tall 
center who has come a long way 
since he wore No. 13 for dear old 
South High. , 

When Siki last met Gerald 
(Junie) Ford, Jr., Junie was cap
tain of the team. "Now he's cap
tain of the country," Siki says.->i·· 

Every Thanksgiving Day for 44 
years, members of that cham
pionship squad have nJ_et loyally 
for breakfast before tJle bi~ holi
day game in Grand ;Rapids, 

' .If ' 

Mich. But yesterday's reunion 
was different from all the rest. 
The long lost Siki was there. 

"MY HUSBAND probably 
wouldn't admit it," said Mrs . 
Peter Dood, "but he was more 
excited about meeting Siki than 
he was about going to the White 
House and meeting Junie. 

The old jocks from Michigan 
suddenly found themselves 
bumping into one another yester· 
day in the hallway of the Twin 
Bridges Marriott Hotel in Arling
ton. 

It was like the old meetings in 
the old runways to the old locker 
rooms. The men exploded in dis
plays of good fellowship. Th~re 
was a sheer, contagious jubila
tion in the halls. They even wore 
"WIN" pins. 

Friendly punches were thrown 
at chests that had long since col
lapsed into stomachs. Whatever 

was left of hair that had turned 
gray was mussed, and backs 
were pounded as if they were still 
protected by shoulder pads. 

To look at these old kids, one 
would think they were somehow 
still a team and still undefeated. 

SIKI, of course, was the center 
of things. The retired San 
Francisco longshoreman was 
trembling with excitement. After 
44 years, the familiar faces came 
flashing back in the huddles of 
oldtimers. "Boy, we used to get 
in there and get them, didn't 
we?" Siki said. 

Nearly all of the living team 
members were drawn to Wash
ingto1_1 for a promised noon 
brunch at Junie's White House 
today, but yesterday they were 
back wearing the leather helmets 
and the royal blue jerseys of dear 
old South High. Do you remem-

ber this, they said. Do you 
remember that, they said. 

Junie's best friend, high-scor
ing quarterback Allan Elliott 
(who wore No. 12) was diagram· 
ming his favorite play, sweep 78, 
from a short punt formation. In 
that 1930 season Elliott scored 
three touchdowns (quarterbacks 
ran all the time then) in the 18-6 
opener. 

" I don't know what it was 
at>out that team," Elliott recalled, 
"but we just knew we had some
thing. The summer before that 
last season we all went up to 
Junie's place on the lake a·nd 
worked out for about three weeks 
voluntarily. It was illegal, but we 
did it anyway. We were that seri
ous, and we always had such a 
great time together " 

JOSLIN (No. 17) was remem
bering those great, gone days of 

See TEA_M, A-6 
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Ford .Has a Reunion With Grand :Rapids ·Football Tecimn 
--·---
' 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 28 
(UPI)-President and Mrs. Ford 
celebrated their first. Thanks
giving in the White House with 
a :reunion of the President's 1,.. . 
Gral)d Rapids high school foot· 
ba:ll teammates. 

! Outside, Dick Gregory, the 
I comedian, and two members of 
, Congre~s picketed to protest 
\what they consider the Admin
: istration's "lack of concern" 
i about the hungry. 
1 rflside'1,. Mr. Ford had a brunch 
for meml:>ers of the 30-30 Club 

i ~the Grand Rapids team he 
1 led as captain to an unbeaten 
' season and the state champion
. sh~p in 1930. 

The family's plans for the 
1 rest ,of the day included some -
televised football and a Thanks
giving dinner of turkey with 

. stuffing, cranbe.rry sauce, 

. broccoli and cherry pie. 
i "He'll blow his , diet today," 
1 said Mrs. Ford. . 
I Mr. Ford has gone ' ta, Grand . . Ass 

!Rapids each. ye-ar fot .:a:. r~ .;.; President Ford catches. football thrown t? him .on White House fawn .by Silas McGee, only bla~k membe1 
I u'.11on, but this year he m.Vit~ . championship Grand Rapids Mich. football team which Mr. Ford led as captam. 
1 hrs teammates to :the W.h}(e ' • ' 
House. And Silas McGee, a 61-' 
year-old retired longshoreman 
frpm San Francisco, stole the 
spotlight. · ' I It was not true, said the 

1former left halfback, that Mr. 
! Ford h~d played too much foot-! 
lball without a helmet-a com-1 
iment attribued to President: 
r Johruon. Mr. Ford, Mr. McGeei 
; told reporters, "wore his hel- i 
1met always." , 
! Mr. McGee, the only black '. 
j member of the 1930 South City 
' High team, said that Ford "was 
\a doggone good football player 
-ahead of his time." · 

Food Stamps Cut 
Football players today 

"could'nt tie his shoes," added 
. jMr. McGee, for whom frienru 
·I had bougth a plane ticket and 
1

1

a .n_ew suit for his White HousE 
VlSlt. , 

I 
In the Blue Room, Harok 

Boscher of Rockford, Mich.: 
!opened the brunch of egg~ 

!
Benedict and apple pie a l ~ 
mode · with an invocation, I Thanksgiving, he said, "make~ 

1 us mindful of the hungry today'I 
i and of the global problems of 
' food distribution. \ 
I Mr. Ford, in remarks to the 
group, said: "This is the best' i 
country. America is on a rising 
tide and we are for good reason der, -Democrat of Colorado, pro
the envy of people all oveF the tested the Admini'ltration's food 
world." . . . aid policies. . 
. The v1s1tors gave him a Mr. Stark said h.e hoped to 
toaster and a desk and pen set "focus attention on the Ad
featuring a football. ministration's lack of concern 

Arthur Brown of Grand Rap- about the world food crisis and 

I
. ids, the club's secretary-treas- recent bt1dget cuts that will 
urer, wl_10 stayed ov~miglit at worsen the problems . of the 

' the White House, sa.id he got people in' this country." Both j i "bawled out" by Mr. Ford for he and Mrs. Schroeder were 
calling him "Mr. President." indignant about the President's! 
. "I had to go back to 'Jerry'," !proposed $325·rniAlion cut in 
he said. "He is the same Jerry jfood. stamps. . 
I used to know 50 years ago." ! Mt. {iregory carrier a sign ! 

1 On Pennsylvania Avenue in picturing a turkey with the 
~ front of the White House, .Mr. 1head .of Secretary of Agricul- 'I 
Gregory and . Representat1ves 1ture Earl L. Butz. He said Mr-. 
iFortney H. Stark, Democrat of!Butz was a "symbol. of all that's 
!Cahforni.a. and Patricia Schroe-l wrong with American policy." 



It \..,1· 

~ 29, 1974 
11 / J '(I ii fl 

UPI Telephoto 

Silas :\lcGee, San F rancisco longshoreman and teammate of 
Presidoot Ford in high school, r eminisces with t he chief 

executive before brunch at White House. 

ic:h. ChampiOns 
Visit 01' uddy ' ~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

- By FRANK JACKMAN ~-" 
I Washington, Nov. 28 (News Bureau) - They were ,, 

middle-aged and somewhat paunchy and \vhat · hair § __ I they had was gray, but for a few moments at ·Ieast, § 

·=_-=~==_: on this crisp fall day, they were t he South, gigh ~ 
"Trojans" of 1930 again, Class A state football cham- ~ 

_ pions of Michigan, r eunited with their captain, ~ 
~ - "Junie" Ford. ~ 
~ The occasion was the 44th annual Thanksgiving Day' break- ~ 
~ fast of the old team, only this t ime it was not a t a restaurant !1! 
~ back home in Grand Rapids, but in the Blue Room at ' t he !! 
§ White House, with t he President as their host. '., . i 
f The mood was wa;rm and convivial, with a crackling ' :tire i 
~ in the firepla ce when the 23 surviving members of the team, !§ 
~ their wives, their old coach, Clifford IL Gettings, 72, and g 
~ even Leo Van ·Tassel ·of Marquette, Mich., the team's student ~ 

manager, assembled i or · eggs benedict - and lots of· good ~ 
talk about the old times. · :i , ~ 

~ ~ 
. Shaking Hands and Laughing ... 1 ~~i ~ 1, .~ 

The President, wearing a name tag that said, "lic-110,· My g 
Name is Jerry Ford," bustled around like any host, leading I 
his guests to their places ·at the five round tables, sha]j:jng :;; 
hands, backslapping and laughing. " 

Naturally, everyone was thrilled - and a little awed - ~ 
to be dining at the White House and to be on familiar terms ~ 
(well, almost familiar terms) with the President of the U11ited I 
Sta~e~t the real star of the reunion was not F~!·d. · It ; \,·as I 
the 1team's long-lost left end, Silas (Siki) McGee, the g'utsy ~ 

"==_::==-::: little guy who used to clear the way for fullback Dick Zy\stra, ~ · 
_ now a Ford Motor Co. supervisor in Chicago !{eights,. JlL, -

and halfback Ed Preston, who flew all the way from Johariues- I 
burg', South Africa, just for today. · ·. •· ~ I McGee, a 61-year-old retired longshoreman froni "San ~.-

- Francisco, was the only black member of the team, ' J\f,ter = j high school, he dropped out of sight. He was finally located 
ii by another teammate, Leon A. Joslin, now a real-estate man 
~ in Seattle, who played right end opposite Siki. , . ::; :tir 
~ "My husband probably wouldn't admit it," sqid .M1<s~ fl!ter 
iii Dood of Belding, Mich., "but he was more exCited ab6~'t;_m~et-
~ ing Siki than he was about going to _th_ e · White House~f.d. ~ 
I_ meeting Junie." · · · · ·' ' .·'. ~ 

~ Reminiscing About the Seaf~n .) . -- J.~, 
McG ee was excited, too. Re -bad flown in ·.yesterday ·along 

with most of the other team members· anl:l spent ipo&t;; of m 
last night reminiscing about the great cha~'jons. hi~~el,!-On. 

The team won eig4t of its nine games tha!i~~· lJ:'~bg 
172 points and allowing its opponents ·only 121 ~l'he~as gan1e/ -
the traditional Thanksgiving Day battle with rival Union High 
of Grand Rapids to decide the state Class A high school =, 
championship, ended in a 0-0 . t~e,. l,Jnion, however~ haif· to ~ · 
forfeit after it was discovere~ th.at: one . of its playersi 11.ad .· ~ · 
accepted a $300 bonus to sign with ba$~all's Cleyela.nd ~ 

., Indians. · ' •· 1 ~' - itf· ~ 

~~-=~==~:.======-========= . "It wa-s freeZ:i.J\g ·cold," McGee reca~led, 'IV:'ith six t& ~,tjrht ~ '.'. mches of snow on the ground. Jeez, 1t wa~ ·cold . • ·! ~ y«a.h, \ ;: 
it's been 44 years, bu.t it. seems lik~ yester<layi'~ :. :. ~ 1_~ ~. · 1' 

ln&ide, before roaring fire m the Bl~~, Rootll; '; E~r<>ld _ 
Bosscher of Rockford, Mich., opened the fesfoiitiis .. 'l'it!i·' an ~--===.=_= __ :~. invocation. "Thanksgiving," he said, "mak~s us' :pil!\'MuV of 
the hungry today," and of the problem of, f001r11i1>~ribm"pn 
around the world. · · · • ·- .; ' / • 

Outs~d.e. ou Pen_ns)·lvania Ave., comedian · Dfck~ ~~· y 
' .. Jc, -·,_. ~>-!:::::.'::"<~ "- \.O!'..._>:r-es.s, Reps. Fortne~· H .. (Petl\)1 , 1l :rk 

- ~· ~ ~. •::.~: _ ... ~ .. ~ ~ 2 .. hroeJt1r lD-Colo.), nlarthcd·~n"¥ ifo-- ·· 
:: .._ ,,,-.,in· t ~ ie For,! u.\ministrntlo11'3 food-aid poli.cit!l!. ~ 

1~· ., ..... eur;eJ a il!u llicturi11r a turkey w1Lb ilit •. ' d 
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He'll See 
Ford in 
Style 

By Maitland Zane 

iila§ McGee won't have to 
) a, freight to the White 
use after all. 

l'he retired longshoreman, 
10 ·has been invited to 
ire a Thanks giving 
1.mch with his old Grand 
pids high school football 
illlmate, Gerald Ford, 
::i s presented yesterday 
th a check for $560 to cov-

his traveling expenses 
d a new suit of clothes. 
rhe money was a windfall 
t from two physic;!ians at 

Luke's Hospital, Dr. 
1arles Dowell, an anesthe-
1Jogist, and Dr. Joseph 
~yers, an orthopedic sur
on. 
"We thought he should go 
style - not have to ride a 

~ight," said Dr. Dowell. 

"How many of use get in
ted to sit down to Thanks
ving dinner with the Presi
·nt? He's retired and we 
;ured he would need some 
iancial assistance." 
"What a pleasant sur
ise ! " said McGee, 61, 
1en be met Dowell for the 
:st time yesterday at The 
ironicle. 
"I wish I could go with 
>U,'~ said the physician, 
:io trained at Nashville's 
eharry Medical College. 
The two men hugged and 
ugged for the camera. 
\ie and Booker T. Wash
gton,'' said McGee, who 
1ffers from heart trouble. , 

"I'm gonna walk in the 
White House and say, 'The 
President of the United 
States, I presume? You 
know, Junie, you really went 
places.'" 

McGee, who played half
back and left end on his high 
school team, called Ford 
"Junie" because he was 
Gerald Ford Jr. Some 25 
members of the 30-man 
squad of 1930 survive. and 
they too will be journeying 
to Washington for the reun
ion. 

McGee said it will be the 
first time he has seen Mr. 
Ford since i930, when their 
last football game together 
ended in a 0-0 tie. 

He's also looking forward 
to seeing Betty Ford, whom 
he remembers from Michi
gan days. 

r 
. 
' 

. 

r 
t 
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DR. CHARLES DOWELL AND SILAS McGEE 
The President's former teammate accept~d the $560 check 

"What am I gonna say to 
Betty'! I'm gonna say, 'You 
always were a fascinating 
vision of !onliness, but time 
has only succeeded in mak
ing you more exquisite'." 

McGee guffawed and the 
doctor joined in. 

Both men said that Mr. 
Ford is a welcome change 
from his predecessor. 

"He seems sincere, a 
down-to-earth· individual ," 
sal.d Dowell, "I like the way 
his kids run loose - you 
know, fix.Ing their cars in 
the driveway and wearing 
blue jeans into the White 
House." 

"He never had an exag
gerated opinion of his own 
self," said McGee. "He and 
his family were just plain 

people. .Junie never 
pomp and ceremony.' 
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~-,;:'-The.\ President:~ · I -.: Presume 
Retired isan Francisco 

longshorema~ SHas McGee, 
61, said he'd "bop a freight". 
if he had to to attend Presi
dent Ford's Thanksgiving 
reunion for his high school 

. football team, but oow Mc· 
· Gee will be going in style. 

,, Two phy~icians, Drs. 
Charles Dowell and 'Joseph 
Meyers, heard that McGee 
was too poor lo pay his · 
travel expenses to Washing- : 
ton and gave him a check : 

-!or $560 for a new suit and a 
ticket East. 

·<-j "'l'm gonna walk in the 
·:-White House and say 'The 
~ ,Pr~sident oC the - United 

- !?t~tes, l presume? You 
-.,·.it;t.~; 

know, Junie, you really went] 
places,' " said McGee, ·who J 
hasn't seen Mr. Ford since ' 
1930. ' 

"Junie" he explained was 
the Pr~sident's nick~ame 
and came from the abbrevia· 
tion "Jr." after his name. ·:·:t 
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