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REMARKS -- MEETING WITH ETHNIC LEADERS 

THE CAB I NET ROOM 

• 

Digitized from Box 39 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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I APPRECIATE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU 

TODAY BECAUSE I WANT TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON AN ISSUE 

THAT HAS RECEIVED PROMINENT ATTENTION THE PAST WEEK -- THE 

QUESTION OF SOVIET DOMINATION OF EASTERN EUROPEe 

liT ME BE BLUNT: I DID NOT EXPRESS MYSELF CliARLY 

WHEN THIS QUESTION CAME UP IN THE DEBATE LAST WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT. SO THAT THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT ABOUT WHERE I STAND, 

liT ME SPELL OUT PRECIS ELY WHAT I BELIEVE: 

-- FIRST, THE COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE ARE, 

OF COURSE, DOMINATED BY THE SOV lET UN lONe 

• 



-2- ~ -3-

WERE IT NOT FOR THE PRESENCE OF MORE THAN 30 

RUSS IAN DIVIS IONS THERE NOW, THE COUNTRIES OF 

EASTERN EUROPE WOULD LONG SINCE HAVE ACHIEVED 

THEIR FREEDOM. 

-- SECOND, THE UNITED STATES NEVER HPS , DOES NOT 

NOW, AND NEVER WILL RECOGNIZE, ACCEPT OR 

ACQUIESCE IN THIS SOVIET DOMINATION OF EASTERN 

EUROPE. 

-- THIRD, THE PEOPLES OF EASTERN EUROPE YEARN FOR 

FREEDOM; WHILE THEIR COUNTRIES MAY BE PHYSICALLY 

DOMINATED, THEIR SPIRIT IS NOTe THEIR SPIRIT HAS 

NEVER BEEN BROKEN AND NEVER WILL BEe AND SOME 

DAY THEY WILL BE FREE • 
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THAT, IS THE ESSENCE OF MY 

POSITION. IT IS WHAT MY COMMITMENT TO THE DIGNITY OF 

MAN AND HIS INALIENABLE RIGHT TO FREEDOM COMPELS ME TO 

BELIEVE. IT IS WHAT MY WHOLE RECORD OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HAS DEMONSTRATED I BELIEVE. AND ANY MAN WHO SEEKS TO 

PERSUADE YOU THAT I THINK OTHERWISE IS ENGAGING IN DECEIT 

AND DISTORT lONe 

THE ORIGINAL MISTAKE WAS MINE. I DID NOT EXPRESS 

MYSELF CLEARLY; I ADMIT ITe BUT IN THE LAST ANALYSIS, 

MY RECORD OF 30 YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE CONGRESS, AS 

VICE PRES I DENT, AND AS PRES I DENT MUST SPEAK FOR ITSELF • 
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MORE THAN A YEAR AGOI IN JULY OF 19751 I SAID THATI 

"IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY POLICY EVER SINCE I ENTERED PUBLIC 

LIFE 1 TO SUPPORT THE ASPIRATIONS FOR FREEDOM AND NATIONAL 

INDEPENDENCE OF THE PEOPLES OF EASTERN EUROPE -- WITH WHOM 

WE HAVE CLOSE TIES OF CULTURE AND BLOOD -- BY EVERY PROPER 

AND PEACEFUL MEANSe" I STAND BY THAT RECORD TODAY1 

AND I AM PROUD OF ITe I WELCOME MAKING IT AN ISSUE IN 

THIS CAMPAIGN. 

• 
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BUT ANOTHER CRITICAL ISSUE -- ONE WHICH YOU WITH 

PARTICULARLY CLOSE TIES TO EASTERN EUROPE,· AS WELL AS THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE AS A WHOLE, SHOULD CONSIDER -- IS WHETHER 

A MAN WiO SHOWS SO LITTLE APPRECIATION OF AMERICA'S STRENGTH, 

AMERICA'S RESPECT, AND AMERICA'S NEEDS -- AS MY OPPONENT 

HAS DONE IN THIS CAMPAIGN -- SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO GUIDE 

THE FORTUNES OF THE MOST POWERFUL NAT I ON ON EARTH • 
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO ASK WHETHER 

A POLITICAL CANDIDATE WHO HAS VARIOUSLY CALLED FOR 

A 15 BILLION DOLLAR CUT 1 OR A 7 OR 8 BILLION DOLLAR CUT~ 

OR A 5 TO 7 BILLION DOLLAR CUT IN THE DEFENSE BUDGET 1 

AND WHO THEN COMPLAINS THAT WE ARE "NOT STRONG ANYMORE/• 

AS GOVERNOR CARTER HAS DONE~ IS TRULY THE MAN TO GOVERN 

THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD THAT CAN ASSURE THE DEFENSE 

OF FREEDOM AND GIVE HOPE TO THE MILLIONS OF OPPRESSED IN 

EASTERN EUROPE AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLDe 
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FINALLY~ LET ME ADDRESS THE CRITICAL QUESTION OF 

LEADERSHIP~ WHICH GOVERNOR CARTER HAS RIGHTLY RAISED. 

DO WE WANT TO ENTRUST THE LEADERSHIP OF THIS GREAT NATION TO 

A MAN WHO SEEKS TO LIFT HIMSELF UP TO THE WHITE HOUSE BY 

RUNNING DOWN THE REPUTATION OF THE UNITED STATES? 

IS THE LEADERSHIP WE WANT THAT WHICH CLAIMS THAT AMERICA 

11 1 S NOT RESPECTED ANY MORE11 WHEN IT IS THE UN I TED STATES --

AND THE UNITED STATES ALONE -- THAT IS TRUSTED BY ALL SIDES 

IN THE MIDDLE EAST~ AND BY BOTH BLACK AND WHITE IN 

SOUTHERN AFRICA? 
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AMERICA IS THE LEADER OF THE FREE WORLD, AND THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE PROUD OF ITe BUT THE KIND OF 

LEADERSHIP AMERICA SEEKS FOR ITSELF, THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP 

AMERICA OFFERS THE WORLD, THE KIND OF LEADERSHIP WE NEED 

FOR THE FUTURE IS THE LEADERSHIP OF EXAMPLE, COMPASSION 

AND COMMON SENSE. AND IF THAT IS WHAT WE ARE, IF THAT 

IS WHAT WE WANT TO BE, THEN PHRASES SUCH AS "A DIS GRACE 

TO OUR COUNTRY" -- PHRASES THAT DEMONSTRATE MORAL CONCEIT 

RATHER THAN EXAMPLE, COMPASS ION, OR COMMON SENSE --

HAVE NO PLACE. 
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I WANT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND THE 

PROFOUND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US IN AREAS OF POLICY AS WELL 

AS PH ILOSOPHYe THEREFORE# I INTEND TO FIGHT MR. CARTER 

ON THE ISSUES WITH ALL THE ABILITY I CAN COMMAND. 

THE CHALLENGES BEFORE US ARE IMMENSE IF WE ARE TO 

SUCCESSFULLY DEFEND THE PRINCIPLES OF FREEDOM AND 

INDEPENDENCE WE CELEBRATE THIS BICENTENNIAL YEARe THE FREE 

WORLD LOOKS TO US AS THE LAST BEST HOPE FOR PRESERV lNG 

THIS HERITAGE. TO BE SUCCESSFUL WE MUST BE STRONG. 

THE FACT IS WE ARE# AND I INTEND TO ASSURE THAT IN THIS 

CRITICAL HOUR AMERICA REMAINS THE STRONG# STEADY DEFENDER 

OF FREEDOM FOR ALL HUMANITY • 
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