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SIGN lNG STATEMENT OF S .5, 

THE GOVERNMENT IN THE SUNSHINE ACT 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1976 

\ 

• 
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TODAY I SIGN INTO LAW S.5~ THE "GOVERNMENT IN THE .,., __ ,._ ,.-:-· ··-· --
SUNSHINE ACT.'• 
-- ----

I STRONGLY ENDORSE THE CONCEPT WHICH UNDERLIES THIS 

\ 
LEGISLATION -~ THAT THE DECISION-MAKING BUSINESS OF 

~."":''""----:.-·";"'.•.'lr.. . .. 

\ 
REGULATORY AGENCIES MUST BE OPEN TO THE PUB LICe 

I 1 ""a.wae:OCWJ&;o -- ---
IN A DEMOCRACY THE PUBLIC HAS A RIGHT TO KNOW~ -

N~~~y WHAT ITS GOVERNMENT D~ES, \ B~ WH\ AND~ 

WHAT PROCES Se TODAY~ MANY CITIZENS FEEL THAT THEIR --
GOVERNMENT IS TOO REMOTE - THAT IT IS NOT RESPONSIVE •. ----

~- .. ·.c:;.,._ 

TO THEIR NEEDS. 

• 
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THIS LEGISLATION SHOULD GO A LONG WAY IN REAFFIRMING THAT 

G~RNMENT EXISTS FOR THE PEOPLE\- J:!QT APART FROM THE 
$ - - . - '\ -~C ---:::::-

PEOPLE. 

UNDER THIS ~W LA~~OME 50 REGULATORY AGENCIES\ 

INCLUD lNG THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANG!_ COMMISS IQN\THE 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION AND THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD\-, 

ARE REQUIRED TO GIVE ADVANCE NOTICE OF THEIR MEETINGS 

AND THEN HOLD THOSE MEETINGS IN PUBLIC. 
I.E ... ... 

IF AN AGENCY 

VOTES TO CLOSE A SESSION FOR ONE OF THE SPECIFIC REASONS -==-- -= •ill " .-- -:=' 

SET FORTH IN THE LAW., VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTS OF MOST SUCH 
-

MEETINGS WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC • 

• 
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THE LAW ALSO PROHIBITS ANY COMMUNI CAT ION BETWEEN 

AGENCY OFFICIALS AND OUTS IDE PERSONS HAV lNG AN INTEREST 

IN MATTERS BE lNG CONSIDERED BEFORE A REGULATORY BODY. 
_.,.,-c .. -~····· -·--

- ... -c·•·· ........ ._ 

FURTHERMORE~ THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT HAS BEEN AMENDED .... ,. 

BY NARROW lNG THE AUTHORITY OF AGENCIES TO WITHHOLD 
-...=-.·""'''<·-· -

INFORMATION FROM THE PUBLICe 

THE GOVERNMENT IN THE SUNSHINE ACT IS IN KEEPING WITH 

AMERICA'S PROUD HER IT AGE THAT THE GOVERNMENT SERVES AND THE -..._ __ _ 
PEOPLE RULEe THIS AFTERNOON~ I SIGN THIS LEG IS LAT ION TO 

~.AFFI~~ THA~ H~~TAGE\ AND LIT THE S~N~':l__!NE IN. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe 

END OF TEXT 

• 




