The original documents are located in Box 38, “9/8/76 - Remarks Dedicating the First
Space Shuttle as the "Enterprise™” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading
Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 38 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

TALKING POINTS FOR SPACE SHUTTLE ENTERPRISE
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THANK YOU, DR, FLETCHERe

LET ME SAY FIRST/THAT YOU AND YOUR ASSOCIATES AT NASA,
TOGETHER WITH THEIR COLLEAGUES IN AMERICAN INDUSTRY AND
ACADEMIC LIFE, HAVE EARNED THE PRAISE OF ALL AMERICANS
FOR YOUR MANY SUCCESSFUL MISSIONS IN SPACEe THE TWO
VIKING LANDINGS ON MARS ARE ONLY THE LATEST EXAMPLES,
AND THE SPACE SHUTTLE MODEL YOU HAVE PRESENTED TO ME
REPRESENTS STILL ANOTHER EXCITING CHAPTER IN SPACE
EXPLORATIONe

NEXT WEEK, NASA WILL UNVEIL THE FIRST SPACE SHUTTLE
ORBITER IN PALMDALE, CALIFORNIA¢ THE ORBITER REPRESENTS

A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN SPACE TECHNOLOGY, BECAUSE IT IS

RE-USABLEe
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UPON COMPLETION OF ITS SPACE MISSION, IT WILL BE PILOTED

BACK TO EARTH FOR USE IN SUBSEQUENT FLIGHTS e

THIS MAJOR ADVANCE IN THE SPACE PROGRAM IS THE

PRODUCT OF MANY YEARS OF HARD WORK, EXPERIMENTATION

AND INVENTION BY THOUSANDS OF DEDICATED AMERICANSe

IT REPRESENTS THE DETERMINATION, THE SKILL, AND THE QUEST

FOR NEW KNOWLEDGE WHICH HAVE ALWAYS CHARACTERIZED

AMERICANS o

A GREAT MANY PEOPLE HAVE WRITTEN TO ME IN RECENT

MONTHS, SUGGESTING ONE NAME IN PARTICULAR FOR THIS

SPACESHIP, WHICH WILL CARRY US NOT ONLY INTO SPACE BUT INTO

THE FUTUREe
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IT IS A DISTINGUISHED NAME IN AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY,
WITH A LONG TRADITION OF COURAGE AND ENDURANCEe
IT IS ALSO A NAME FAMILIAR TO MILLIONS OF FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS
OF THE SCIENCE FICTION TELEVISION PROGRAM "STAR TREKe'
TO EXPLORE THE FRONTIERS OF SPACE, THERE IS NO
BETTER SHIP THAN THE SPACE SHUTTLE AND NO BETTER NAME FOR

THAT SHIP THAN THE ENTERPRISEe

SO WE AWAIT WITH SPECIAL INTEREST THE FIRST MISSION

OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE ENTERPRISEe | CONGRATULATE YOU

ONCE AGAIN, DR. FLETCHER, AND YOUR ASSOCIATES FOR A

JOB WELL DONEe

END OF TEXT
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