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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN. « s

MISSING IN ACTION ADDRESS - JULY 24, 1976
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| AM HONORED TO MEET O_N_Q__E_P_«_@AI_N WITH THIS

CQURAGEQUS ASSEMBLY OF AMERICANS WHOSE LOVED ONES REMAIN

——— P et
---__,,____\

D

UNACCOUNTED FOR IN SOUTHEAST ASlAe

e

YOU HAVE BORNE A HEAVY BURDEN WITH INCRED IBLE

\

COURAGEe EVERY CITIZEN IN THIS COUNTRY ADMIRES YOUR

&

S P

—_—

BRAVERY \YOUR DIGNITY\AND YOUR PERSISTENCEe
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THROUGH LONG MONTHS AND YEARS OF TRIAL, YOU

— J

e r
S rrer—

HAVE BEEN SUSTAINED BY THE LOVE OF YOUR MISSING MEI\\AND

BY YOUR LOVE OF THE COUNTRY THOSE MEN HAVE DEFENDEDe

e em——
P r—

AT E——

| AM PROUD OF YOU, AND PROUD OF YOUR MENe

’ e ————— g

A——T—

BUT MY ADMIRATION 1S NOT ENOUGHe THE

GRATITUDE OF THIS NATION 1S NOT ENOUGHe

el S—
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YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES MUST BE ASSURED OF A CONTINUING

——— e ————
pum—— N —— ESS———

COMMITMENT FROM YOUR GOVERNMENT TO OBTAIN A FULL ACCOUNTING
‘ﬂd i - —

L

OF THOSE MISSING IN ACTION OR STILL LISTED AS_PRISONERS OF WARe

YOU HAVE THAT COMMITMENT FROM THIS ADMINISTRATIONe
—

o
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p——
IT IS A LONGSTAND ING COMMITMENT\IT IS STILL AN ACTIVE

s )

—_————-/

COMMITMENTS\ AND FOR ME IT IS A VERY PERSONAL COMMITMENT, \

AND THAT IS WHY I'M HERE TONIGHTe

S ——
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WHEN | CAME HOME FROM THE PACIFIC THIRTY YEARS AGO)

| JOINED SEVERAL VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS AND A SHORT TIME

@ —

LATER BECAME A MEMBER OF CONGRESSe

P—

AR —

DURING MY SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE’

J

| WORKED ON M.I1.A, PROBLEMS\ON AN |NDIVIDUAL’ CASE-BY-

CASE BASIS

'y DURING BOTH THE_KOREAN AND VIETNAM CONFLICTSe

e e s
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AS A CONGRESSMAN, | MET WITH MEMBERS OF TH
L

S — -
———— -
e——

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES HERE IN WASHINGTON AND BACK

HOME IN GRAND RAPIDSe

| DID NOT FORGET YOU THEN,\ AND | HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN
T—— et -J e e o —

YOU NOWe

ONE OF MY VERY LAST MEETINGS AS VICE PRESIDENT WAS
e

WITH YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORSe
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A YEAR AGOq AS PRESIDENT I ATTENDED THIS CONVENTION
e

AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER MET AGAIN WITH YOUR BOARD OF

T se——
—un-\

DIRECTORS IN THE CABINET ROOM AT THE WHITE HOUSEe

’—"M =
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WE ARE EMPLOYING EVERY EFFECTIVE MEANS TO ACCOUNT

T —

FOR YOUR LOVED ONESe LET ME ASSURE YOU TONIGHT THAT

-—n—-—v_——‘_

| WILL CONTINUE THAT EFFORTe

S——C——— eSssSmc—
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WE MUST BE HONEST WITH OURSELVESe THIS IS A

o e mr——
T ——

FRUSTRATING AND PAINSTAKING PROCESSe

IT IS A_TRAGIC FACT THAT INEORMATION ON EVERY

MISSING MAN MAY NEVER BE AVAlLABLE) REGARDLESS OF WHAT

IS DONEe

FURTHERMORE, WE ARE DEALING WITH A GOVERNMENT THAT

L — S

HAS DEMONSTRATED LITTLE CONCERN FOR YOUR FEELINGSe
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THE VIETNAMESE CLAIM TO HAVE ESTABLISHED AGENCIES

A ——

O N Ny,

TO SEARCH FOR THE MISSINGe  BUT THUS FAR THEY HAVE

B

WITHHELD THIS INFORMATION -4 TOTALLY WITHOUT JUSTIFICATIONe

T T —
e et e —

WE HAVE OFFERED TO CARRY OUT THE SEARCHES OURSELVES

(OFFERED T0 .

OR TO ENLIST A NEUTRAL GOVERNMENY OR THE RED CROSS IN THIS

s u—

HUMANITARIAN SEARCHe
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THUS FAR} NONE OF THESE OFFERS HAS BEEN ACCEPTEDe

Lopaa
L P————

BUT WE WILL PERSIST) WE WILL KEEP TRYINGe

__—J qp—— M

WE ARE WILLING TO TALK WITH THE VIETNAMESEe

AT MY DIRECTION} WE HAVE EXCHANGED MESSAGES WITH THEM

INDICATING OUR WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS QUTSTANDING ISSUES

S ——————.

BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIESe

"h—__"

-———'
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WE HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT OUR PRIMARY CONCERN IS

e ttreneseaeres

TO OBTAIN AN ACCOUNTING FOR OUR SERVICEMEN WHO ARE

T ———— —

MISSING IN ACTIONe

—

WITHOUT A SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF THE M.I1 A,
— [ ~——

ISSUE4 NO FURTHER PROGRESS IN OUR RELATIONS IS POSSIBLEe

——
an————

—— T ———



| KNOW THAT MANY OF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT

m——

DECLASSIFICATION OF INFORMATION RELATED TO M.1.A.'se

-«

SEVERAL MONTHS AGO} | DISCUSSED THIS PROBLEM

S —

WITH MEMBERS OF MY STAFF AND DIRECTED THAT PROGRESS BE

N

MADE IN THAT REGARDe | AM INFORMED THAT PROGRESS HAS
X

BEEN MADE} AND MORE PROGRESS WILL BE MADEe

e e tema®

At mr——
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EVERY ONE IN THIS ROOM HAS DEMONSTRATED A STRENGTH

Ccirmesee™™®  ———

AND A RESOLVE WHICH MAKE YOU EQUAL TO THE BURDENS YOU

oommreemeres rer—— T em— e

———

-—-—"""‘-"
ARE CARRYINGe YOUR COURAGE HAS BEEN AN INSPIRATION
e

TO ME AND TO MILLIONS OF YOUR FELLOW CITIZENSe
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YOUR LOVED ONES HAVE NOT BEEN FORGOTTENe

m—— m—

YOU HAVE NOT BEEN ABANDONEDe

m————

| PROMISE YOU | WILL NOT REST UNTIL THE FULLEST

——
prme——

POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING OF YOUR LOVED ONES HAS BEEN MADEe
——r—— M — ‘____/

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe

END OF TEXT






