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PRES IDENT1S REMARKS AT WAR MEMORIAL 
EL PAS&,~fE--XA~,:_-APR-1 L 10, 1976 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS -- El PASO BJCENTENNJAL COMMEMORATION 

-- THANK YOU, JOHN (Senator Tower introduces you) 

-- CONGRESSMAN DICK WHITE 

-- MAYOR HENDERSON (El Paso) 

-- MAYOR LEZAMA (Juarez, Mexico) 

-- MRS. BARNES 

-- REVEREND NICHOLS - ...; 

Digitized from Box 29 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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IT IS A §r "~~RIVII£GE FOR Nf. 

TO BE HERE TODAY DEDICATING THIS MEMORIAL WHICH HONORS 

THOSE MEN FROM EL PASO WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THEIR 

LET ME THANK THE GOLD STAR MOTHERS AND 

THE EL PASO BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION FOR SPONSORING THIS 

IMPORTANT OCCAS lONe 

-



I EXTEND MY PARTICULAR THANKS TO 

MRS.. BARNEY BARNES FOR HER KIND lETTER OF INVITATION.-

AND I COMMEND HER SONS1 STANlEY AND MARK, BOTH 
-·w -~= 

~WII9M I WN91!RiiTi\NQ A~TUDENTS AT PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL. 
~ - ~ 

IT WAS THEIR EFFORTS WHICH RESUlTED IN THIS 

BRONZE PLAQ1JE WE DEDICATE TODAY. 
WP~ -!.,. a 

THEY WERE MOTIVATED BY THE IVfMORY OF THEIR 
~i±S.& . .. --. 

B~THER1 CORPORAl CHARlES BARNES OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY, -
WHO IS LISTED AtvlONG THE 203 IVfN WHOSE MEMORY AND 



IN A LARGER SENSE, WE ARE PAY lNG TRIBUTE 

~;'~. 
~~I~!!- T~OSE~~RIC}NS WHO DIED:;;~- I 

WHO PAID THE VERY HIGHEST PRICE FOR THE SAKE OF OUR ..... 
Ll BERTYe 

THIS CEREMONY SHOULD MAKE US REALIZE HOW 

PRECIOUS FREEDOM IS AND HOW DEARLY AMERICANS HAVE 
.,:...'£ ,~JX!iiU . 

PAID FOR IT1 FROM THE FIRST BATTLES FOR INDEPENDENCE 
-=~&ia ~~3 •. £----

DOWN TO THE PRESENT • 



-7-

FOR THE PEACE WE NOW ENJOY • NOT ONE AMERICAN -- - -. - - iAJ -·· 

SERVICEMAN IS FIGHTING IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD TODAY. 
p UAC :: i S 
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-~ ONE AMERICAN -\ MOlHE~ OR W~ OR 

DAUGHTER, FATHER OR BROTHER OR SON \ Ll~ IN CONSTANT 

FEAR OF LOS lNG THEIR LOVED ONESe 
:we. - - _, __ - .., -
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AND TODAY, AS WE DEDICATE OURSELVES TO 

PRESERVING THE FREEDOM FOR WHICH THESE MEN D lED, 
---;~~-.~ -- = -:' .... 

WE MUST ALSO DEDICATE OURSELVES TO PRESERVING THE ---- . ......., 

PEACE THEY D lED TO SECUREe -- =-- -=-

PEACE TODAY HAS A SPECIALS IGNIFICANCE --. -..... -
BECAUSE WAR TODAY HAS A SPECIAL TERRORe 

"' 4 

A THERMO-NUCLEAR WAR TODAY WOULD MEAN DEATH AND 

DESTRUCTION ON A SCALE SO VAST THAT WE CAN HARDLY -
COMPREHEND IT • 

.. I 

._.il ·-



-tt-

WE CAN A~ID THIS f.!2!!?CAUST \ AND WE,WI!! 

~~IT \ IF WE ~ ~!'.~ ~TRO!-!Ge NOT STROttP FOR 

THE SAKE OF WAR BUT STRONG FOR THE SAKE OF PEACEe 
- g_; -• 

THIS CONCEPT IS AS OLD AS OUR REPUBLICe 
-==- ~=====--

GEORGE WASHINGTON TOLD US: "TO BE PREPARED FOR WAR 

IS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTUAL MEANS OF PRESERV lNG 

PEACEe11 



·f3 .. 

.... -
PREPARED. WE ARE STRONG TODAY AND WE Will STAY - ---
STRONG. -
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BUT TRUE STRENGTH DEMANDS TRUE RES PONS I BlliTYe 

AND KEEPING THE PEACE MEANS KEEPING OUR COMMITNfNT TO 
- -=:.:_ £##= 

AVOID CONSTANT AND RECKLESS CONFRONTATION. TO WEIGH 
WW. _ ;__ - ¥-4 _ W ¢ ... , .. # W .. ¥C¥L4¥WIE X:C:SQ g# -

OUR WORDS CAREFUllY, KNOWING WHAT HANGS IN THE BAlANCEe 
•• __ $ ___ $_.__ ---- ......, 
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IN MY VERY FIRST WORDS AFTER TAKING THE 

SOLEMN OATH OF OFFICE TO PRESERVE1 PROTECT AND DEFEND .. - - -- ~ 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES AGAINST All 

ENEMIES1 I PLEDGED MYSELF TO AN UNINTERRUPTED AND --....s:. Wf£0.&0 -
SINCERE SEARCH FOR PEACEe 

- •· a - .._ 

I SAID THAT AMERICA WILL REMAIN STRONG AND 
.. 4L-- .. 

~JIS&3!L b. ¢ 

UNITED, BUT ITS STRENGTH WILL REMAIN DEDICATED TO Ttf 
• wa.•~ ~~·.~"""'""""'--*'*·-

AS WELL 

AS TO OUR OWN PRECIOUS FREEDOM. 
- . _,_ ~ "' . "--
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TODAY I REPEAT THAT PlEDGEe TO WORK FOR 
_,_ ... _.. 6 ---. - . -

A WORLD WHERE THE FOUND AT ION OF PEACE IS MUTUAL 

SElf:Jt:!ER~ST,INSTEAD OF ~~RORe TO REDUCE - """'-

WQ,RlD TENS IONS THROUGH PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE, 
====~!:::::.. =- .. - -

RATHER THAN INCREASE THOSE TENS IONS WITH HOT WORDS OR .. -

WHERE THERE IS CONFLICT1 LET US TRY CONC IllATION. -e 4 

LET US ATIEMPT TO WORK OUT OUR DIFFERENCES ON THE -
N~~~T,~~G !ABlE, RATHER THAN IN A ~~rERATE DUEL 

~~--, .......... .,.,~.,.... --~ ~- -; -=-- -

THAT WOULD LEAVE THE WORLD IN ASHES. -=-- -··--&L.._.-. ---



YOU HAVE PlACED YOUR MEMORIAL AT THE BASE ...... _.. -
OF A FLOWER BEDe IT IS AN APPROPRIATE SffiiNG, .... -
FOR THESE FLOWERS ARE A SYMBOL OF LIFEe -- ... ---
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TO HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR 
-l-t_<t_ -- ---

FREEDOM. YOU WILL KEEP THOSE FLOWERS BLOOMING -- AND 

~;;:,.I!!R /wE WILL KE!," AMERICA STRONG, AI P~_EE, AND 

FOREVER FREEe 
• - Q 

END OF TEXT 




