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To the Oong1·ess of the United States: 
On February 4th a devastatin~ earthquake struck Guatemala. That 

earthquake, together with its aftershocks, has left over 22,000 dead, 
more than 75,000 injured, and one million homeless. 

The United States has a special responsibility to help meet the 
urgent needs in Guatemala. Immediate aid has already been extended 
by U.S. agencies, both public and private, including: 

-Emergency shelters, medical supplies and food provided by the 
Agency for International Development. 

-Transportation and medical facilities provided by the Depart­
ment of Defense. 

_jFood distribution, medical services, and other disaster relief activ­
ities provided by numerous private .-ol11nta1·y agencies. 

Last week I dispatched my Special Coordinator for International 
Disaster Assistance-AID Administrator Daniel Parker-to Guate­
mala for a firsthand re-view of the situation. He has now reported to 
me and to Congressional Committees on the extent of damage and 
need. Both the Senate and the House of Representatives have passed 
resolutions expressing sympathy for the people of Guatemala in their 
hour of distress and urging development of a comprehensive U.S. 
response. The Secretary of State will visit the RepubJic of Guatemala 
on February 24 to express further our support for the people of 
GuatemaJa. 

I am now proposing urgent and s:pecific action to turn these expres­
sions of sympathy into tangible assistance. The proposed $25 million 
"Guatemala Disaster Relief Act. of 1976" which I am sending herewith 
represents an immediate humanitarian response of the United States 
to the victims of this tragedy who have been injured or have lost their 
relatives, their homes and possessions, and in many cases their very 
means of existence. 

This legislation, and the ensuing appropriation, will enable us to 
respm:-d to the human tragedy in Guatemala. Our response will reflect 
America's concern for the people of Guatemala. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

THE ·wHI'l'E HouSE: Febr·uary 19, 1976. 
(1) 

IT.D. 3i6 



A BILL T-0 proyicle for relief nnd rehnbilitntion m;si,;tancP to t11e victinm of 
the earthqnakes in Guatemala, and for other purvo~es 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of Repre8entatii-es of the 
United , fate.~ of Amaica in Oong1·ess a,YS<'mbled, That this Act may 
hr <'itcd as the •'Guatemala Disaster H.C'lief Ad of 1976". 

Section 2.-Thc President is authorized to proYide assistance, on 
1-,11ch terms and conclitio11s as h{' may clC'termine, for the rE>lief and 
rehabilitation of the people' who lun=e. been Yictimized b_v the recent 
rnrthqnakes in the Rrpnblie of Guatema.lu. Such assistaiwe may he 
pro\·idecl in ar<'ordancc with thr policy and ge1wral authorities al?pli­
cablc to or aYailable for the :furnishing of assistance 1mder &>diem 
4-!H, relating to intE>mational disaster assistance, of the Foreign As­
sistunc-e Act of Hl61, as amended. 

Section 3.-There is authorized to be appropriated to the President 
to <'arr_v out the purposes of this Act $25,000,000 for the fiscal j'ea:r 
l !l76, which amount is authorized t-0 remain axailable nntil expended. 
Obligations heretofore incurred against other appro1)l'iations or ac­
counts for the purpose of pro,·iding relief and rehabilitation assist­
ance to the pE>op1e o{ Guatemala may be charged to the appropriations 
authorized pursuant to this Act. 

Section 4.-)fot later than ninety days after enactment of appropri­
ations to carry out this Act, and on a quarterly basis thereafter, the 
President shall transmit reports to the Committee on Foreign Rela­
tions and the Committee on Appropriations of the R~nate atYd to the 
Speaker of the Rous!' of Represcntafo·es on the pl'Ogrumming am1 
obligations of funds under this Act. 

( '.\ I 
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S.:cno:x-sY-SE,nox .\sALYSI OF THE PROPOSED Gc,TK)IAL.\ D1s.,sTF.R 
RELTEF ACT OF 1976 

T. INTRODUCTION 

The major purpose of the pl'oposed Guatemala Disaster Relief .\.ct 
of 1976 is to provide authoi·ization for appropriations for disaster 
relief activities necessitated by the recent severe earthquakes in the 
Republic of Guatemala. The bill would ere-ate a sepamte :mcl cliscrc-te 
anthorization specifically intt,ncled to deal with this major disaster. 

H. PROYISlO~S OF TITE llTLl, 

S ection 1.-This section pro\·icles a short title for the bill. '·Guate­
mala Disaster Rrlief Act of 1076''. 

Section 12.-This section authorizes the President to p1·0,·id<' relief 
and rehabilitation assistance for the people of Guatemala who ham 
been victimized by recent oorthquakes on snch terms and conditions 
as he may determine. The Sl'ction incorporates by refrrence the policy 
and general authorities applicable to the furnishing of disaster assist­
ance pursuant to section 4:91 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, 
as amended, including the clause "X otwithstanding any other proYi­
sion of this or any other Act" of that section which is designed to 
facilitate the rapid implementation of international disaster assistance 
programs. 

Section 3.-This section authorizes the appropriation of $25 million 
for fiscal year 1976 on a "no year basis" to carry ont the pnrposes of 
the Act and proddes that obligations pre,·iously incurrecl for tl1e 
purposes of providing relief and rehabilitation assistance to the people 
of Guatemala as a result of the recent disaster are authorized to be 
charged to the appropriations authorized by this Act. 

Section 4,-This section provides for reports to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations and Committee on Appropriations of the Senate 
and to tho Speaker of the House of Representattives no later than 00 
days after enactment of appropriations to carry out this Act and on 
a quarterly basis thereafter setting forth the programming and 
obligation of funds under the Act. 
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