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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 9, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JACK MARS~ 

SUBJECT: Backgroun~r Joint Bi-Partisan Leadership 
Meeting 

At 1: 00 p.m. today you meet with the bi-partisan leadership of the House and 
Senate including leaders from the Foreign Affairs Committees, Armed Services 
Committees and Appropriations Committees. A list of attendees and absentees 
is attached. 

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss generally your message to the Congress 
tomorrow evening with special attention to the following points: 

1. The situation in Vietnam. 

2. The status of the situation in Cambodia. 

3. The status of American Nationals in these two countries and 
evacuation plans . 

4. The refugee program. 

• ic 

6. 

YuUI p1oposals to aeleb 1sc *be samtians particularly in Vietnau;. 

Stress that your message will address other areas of the world and 
our foreign policy concerning the same. 

The Format: I would recommend the following agenda: 

1. Brief opening remarks by you (5 minutes) outlining the purpose of 
the meeting. Remind them that many in the room have been pre
notified and advised on developments in the last 10 ~.at your 

direction. G~ 

I 
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This meeting is also important because under the War 
Powers legislation, it will be treated as a "part of the 
consulation requirement" under the Act. You should be 
aware that we are carefully trying to build a series of files based 
on our communication with the Congress for the purpose of showing 
compliance with the War Powers Act should you be challenged on the 
same. 

~ ... -""6 ...-. --t:G:rtenm-er.rt· uwey:and. 
military situatio 

....,....__~~~~2:::~~~~~e;,!r~(5~minutes) (optional) to discuss deploy-
forces in tha ea and possible missions in support of 

evacuation and refugee assistance. 

5. President 

a. summarize the situation 

b. outline the options 

c. 

At this point in your discussion, I would suggest 
you give a broad view of your strategy based 
on your Constitutional duties as President to 
assure the safety of Americans in Cambodia 
and Vietnam which is driving your decisions 
and is the force behind your request to the 
Congress for military assistance. Military 
assistance is necessary for three fundamental 
reasons: 

(1) stabilization of the defense situation and 
continued support of the South Vietnamese 
in order to 

(2) safely evaucate U.S. nationals with a minimum 
risk in loss of life or injury, · ·· 
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(3) evacuate Vietnamese Nationals falling into 
three categories: 

• 

(a) leaders and their families associated 
with the United States Government 
that will cause them persecution, 

(b) individuals and their families associated 
with United States private interests that 
will lead to their persecution. 

(c) general category refugees , the criteria 
yet to be established . 

Having defined your duties as President and the critical situation 
that is faced, ask them what course exists other than the one you 
have outlined and would they not do what you are seeking to do? 

7. The Thursday Night Speech -- The Southeast Asian situation is 
going to dominate the meeting, but it is essential they realize your 
Address will be far broader. 

8. PRESS PLAN -- There will be a tremendous interest by the press 
in this meeting but it is vital they keep your confidence. The 
confidentality of the meeting should be emphasized and two minutes 
should be devoted to discussion as to what they may say between 
the meeting and the Message tomorrow. You can expect someone 
in the group to make suggestions on this and you should be prepared 
with some general guidance. Therefore, it is recommend that they 
limit their comments to topics of the Speech that were generally 
set out on page 1 except point three relating to evacuation plans. 



The President 

SENATE 

Carl Curtis 
Bob Griffin 
Hugh Scott 

Strom Thurmond 
John Tower 
Milt Young 

HOUSE 

John Anderson 
Bill Broomfield 
Phil Burton 
Al Cederberg 
Barber Conable 
George Mahon 
Bob Michel 
Tom Morgan 
"Tip" O'Neill 
Mel Price 
Bob Wilson 

STAFF 

PARTICIPANTS 

Secretary of State Kissinger 
Secretary of Defense Schlesinger 
Don Rumsfeld 
Bob Hartmann 
Jack Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf 
Phil Buchen 
Jim Cannon 
Alan Greenspan 
Jim Lynn 
Ron Nessen 
Bill Seidman 
Brent Scowcroft 
Dick Cheney 
Vern Loen 
Bill Kendall 
Bob Wolthuis 

t- 0 '~\.' "', 

REGRETS 

The Vice President - out of town 
Speaker Albert - out of town 
Rep. John McFall 
Rep. John Rhodes - out of town 
Sen. Robert Byrd 
Sen. Cliff Case - out of town 
Sen. John McClellan 

< \ 
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Sen. Mike Mansfield - previous commitment 
Sen. Frank Moss 
Sen. John Sparkman 
Sen. John Stennis 

' 
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APR 10 1975 

THS WHITE HOUSE 

\VAS H I ~ G 7 0 N 

ll.pril 10, 1975 

nwgwpT qJwg TW BldllliLll kiD L JS_L££1 2£11.1 I II •• 

I. PURPOSE 

Thursday, April 10, ~975 
3:45 - 4:15p .m. (30 minutes) 
The Oval Office 

From' Max L. Fri~dersdorf .,;p/.tJ • 
To brief the leaders on the Vietnam situat'on and 
give the~ a preview of your speech toni ~-

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS &~D PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: 

1. The Speaker and John Rhodes turned at 3:00 p.m. 
yesterday from a trip to th Peoples Republic of China 
and were unable to attend he -bipartisan leadership 
meeting. 

2. During a press confer lce at Andrews Air Force Base, 
both leaders indicat d they '"ere out of touch with the 
situation an desir d to meet as soon as possible with 
the Presiden . 

3. Both \vere non m.-11ital on further military aid until 
they had the opportunity to speak to the President. 

4. Reports indicate the leaders' trip . \vas wl. thout major 
incident except for ;orne tense discussions .with Chinese 
leaders. Rhodes mentioned a particularly heated 
exchange about the Hid-East. 

B. Participants: The President 

C. Press Plan: 

The Speaker 
Rep. John Rhodes 
Jack Marsh (staff) 
Max Friedersdorf (staff) 

Announce to the press only - Kennerly photographs 

III. TALKING POINTS 

1. I hope your trip was \·mrth-r;vhi;!..e and .I '\V'Ould be interested 
in hearing about it 'I.·Then we have more time. 

, 
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2. The situation in Vie~na~ i s v e ry serious. I would 
d e scribe it as bleak but salvagable . 

3. He have 6, 000 &-aericans i n South Vietnam and \·Je are 
concerned about their safety and evacuation if that 
becomes necessary. 

4. In addition, there are f~om 175,000 to 200,000 South 
Vietnamese '.Yho have \vOrked for the United States, and 
they vrill be the f i rs t to go if the C0'2.:.~Unists tak:; 0v··e:: . 

5. We are also concerned about the safety of Americans if 
an anti-American sentiment develops among the South 
Vietnamese. We are maximizing our efforts to get these 
Americans out and are developing contigency plans of a 
very sensitive nature. 

6. Ne also have a moral responsibility to try . and save those 
South Vietna."tl.ese people \vho have stood with us through 
thick and thin. 

7. I intend to give a lot stronger speech· tonight than when 
I originally planned to address the Congress on foreign 
policy. 

8. I will describe the seriousness qf the situation in 
Vietnam, together with my recommendations, but the speech 
will also include the Hiddle East, NATO, de.tente, the PRC 
and trade. 

9. It will be a very frank speech and I will not recommend 
anything that is phony. My reco~~endations will be 
justified~ 

10. I believe we are at a very - serious turning point in world 
affairs. We have achieved some excellent results in 
foreign policy over the •!last 25 years, and tve have suffered 
some setbacks. 

11. If we work together we can move to greater successes. 
This country has a great destiny to fulfill. 

12. But, we cannot achieve our goals if we engage in finger
pointing and blaming one another. 

13. I am hopeful you can support my recommendations to the 
Congress· tonight, and continue to lend me the \visdom 
and strength of your experi ence and service .to the Nation. 

' 

l . 



FOR IM?iEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 12, 1975 

Office· of the White House Press Secretary 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

THE ~1HITE HOUSE 

STATE!,1ENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

In view of the seriously . deteriorating military situation around 
the Cambodian Capital of Phnom Penh, and on the basis of the 
recommendations of the American Ambassador to the Khmer Republic, 
I have .. ins.uuctedw,t.be-.personneLc._of theoc:U.S. Mission to leave 
Phnom Pen~ 

In accordance with those instructions, American personnel have 
been evacuated. I also authorized that a number of Cambodians 
whose lives would have been jeopardized if they had remained in 
Cambodia be evacuated with the American ~ission. 

I sincerely regret that there was not timely action on my request 
to the Congress to enable the United States to continue to provide 
the assistance necessary to the survival of the Government of the 
Khmer Republic. That Government had asked for this assistance and 
had clearly proven itself worthy of our help. 

The United States wishes Cambodia to find its place in the world 
as an independent, neutral and united country, living in peace. 
Our assistance was sought for that purpose. We also made numerous 
and vigorous diplomatic efforts, from the first to the last, to 
find a compromise settlement. 

I decided with a heavy heart on the evacuation of American personnel 
from Cambodia because of my responsibility for the safety of the 
Americans who have served there so·valiantly. Despite that evacuatior 
we \'lill continue to do whatever possible to support an · independent, 
peaceful, neutral and unified Cambodia. 

Ne can all take deep pride in the United States armed forces that 
were engaged in this evacuation operation. It was carried out 
with great skill, and in a manner th~t reflects the hiqhest credit 
on all of those A.rnerican. servicemen who participated • .. l am deeply 
grateful to them for a job well done. 

# 

I 

, 
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FOR IMUEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 12, 1975 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

In view of the seriously deteriorating military situation around 
the Cambodian Capital of Phnom Penh, and on the basis of the 
recommendations of the American Ambassador to the Khmer Republic, 
I have instructed the personnel of the u.s. Mission to leave 
Phnom Penh. 

In accordance with those instructions, American personnel have 
been evacuated. I also authorized that a number of Cambodians 
whose lives would have been jeopardized if they had remained in 
Cambodia be evacuated with the American ~ssion. 

I sincerely regret that there was not timely action on my request 
to the Congress to enable the United States to continue to provide 
the assistance necessary to the survival of the Government of the 
Khmer Republic. That Government had asked for this assistance and 
had clearly proven itself worthy of our help. 

The United States wishes Cambodia to find its place in the world 
as an independent, neutral and united country, living in peace. 
Our assistance was sought for that purpose. We also made numerous 
and vigorous diplomatic efforts, from the first to the last, to 
find a compromise settlement. 

I decided with a heavy heart on the evacuation of American personnel 
from Cambodia because of my responsibility for the safety of the 
Americans who have served there so valiantly. Despite that evacuatior 
we will continue to do whatever possible to support an independent, 
peaceful, neutral and unified Cambodia. 

We can all take deep pride in the United States armed forces that 
were engaged in this evacuation operation. It was carried out 
with great skill, and in a manner that reflects the highest credit 
on all of those American. servicemen who participated. .. X am deeply 
grateful to them for a job well done. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 15, 1975 

MEJ:vlORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DON RUMSFELD 
JACK .LviARSH 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

Senate Foreign Relations Corrunittee · 

APR 15 1975 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee is working on a draft of a 
bill entitled Viet Nam Emergency Act of 1975. 

They worked on the draft.this morning and will resume at 2 P.M. 
today with the expectation of concluding the draft this afternoon 
and presenting it to you for your consideration. 

Although the details are not final the legislation would be 
operative when the number of Americans in South Viet Nam was 
reduced to 1200. 

It would impower you to remove Americans and their dependents 
and use military force if necessary. 

It would authorize for this purpose from $200 to $250 million 
in addition to the humanitarian request. 

It would give you the authority to determine when the armed forces 
are necessary but if you took this action you would be required 
to submit a report under provisions of the War Powers Act, and 
also certify that at the time you took the action there existed 
a direct and imminent threat to the lives of American citizens 
in Viet Nam and their dependents. 

The authority would also apply to the South Vietnamese with 
certain restrictions. You would have to determine if there was 
a direct and imminent jeopardy to their lives, withdrawal of 
South Vietnamese would involve no additional U.S. forces other 
than those employed in evacuating Americans, and would involve no 
extension of hostilities, and the rescue of these foreign nationals 
would be incidental to removal of u.s. citizens. 

' 
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I received this report from Senator Hugh Scott and he sa1.a 
may be some additional changes during this afternoon's closed 
session, but it is the intention of Senators Sparkman and Case 
to ask that you review this draft bill personally and give them 
your opinion. 

Senators Baker and Griffin insisted that because of your spirit 
of cooperation yesterday the committee should present you 
draft before final action. 

Jack Marsh and I visited with Mel Price on the House side and 
Mel agreed to do his best to delay a vote today in the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

We also visited the Senate Armed Services Committee and there will 
be no vote this afternoon following Secretary Schlesinger's 
testimony. 

• 
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THE WHITE HousE 

WASHINGTON 

Date~PR 15 1975 

TO: ~~· 
FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf 

For Your Information~.~~;_ ______ _ 

Please Handle ------------------
Please See Me 

--------~--------
Comments, Please ______________ _ 



12 Noon 
April 15, 1975 
Draft Outline 

Vietnam Contingency Act of 1975 

l. I£ the Presidnt determines that the use of Armed Forces is necessary 
to withdraw American citizens and their families, the President may 
use the Armed Forces to take action essential to and directly connected 
with the protection of Americans and their families while they are being 
withdrawn subject to the provisions in paragraph 2. 

(a) If the President uses U.S. Armed Forces to protect American citizens 
as above provided, he shall submit a report on the use of these forces in 
accordance with secion 4(a) of the War Powers Resolution and GOmply with 
all other provisions of that Resolution. 

(b) In addition to the information required under se 
Powers Resolution, the President would also be quired to certify to 
Congress that: 

eat to Americans by the use (2) Every effort was made to terminate the 
of diplomatic and any other means avai le without using the Armed Forces; 

(1) There existed a direct and imminen threat to the lives of such U.S. citizens 
and the~r dependents; 

(3) American ci · zens are being ev cuated as rapidly as possible. ) ' 

2. In carrying o t the withdraw of Ame:ticans, the President would be 
authorized to se U. S. Go ernment personnel and property to assist i,...\ 
bringing out f reign natio als, (who are not members of the families of U. S. 
citizens). (?) ;vhen he termines and certifies to Congress that: 

(b) no additional U. S. Foreces are required beyond those needed to 
evacuate Americans; 

' < ' 



{c) the ,duration of the possible exposure of U. S. Forces to 
hostilities is not extended; and 

(d) the rescue of foreign nationals is only undertaken incidential 
to the rescue of Americans and only within areas necessarily 
controlled by U. S. Forces for the purpose of protecting 
Americans while they are being evacuated . 

• 
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TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: &!~?/~ 
Jad::=·~ 
Max L. Friedersdorf 

For Your Information~ ....._ ___ _ 
Please Handle -----------------
Please See Me -----------------
Comments, Please ______ ~--~--

()(1~~ -to av.CLJi;, ~ 
(J)I~ c.9f4 ~ ~ • 
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CLE.~;:;;;.,r J, 2',/\tU.;.OCJ<:l. WI~. 
WJ\YNii. L.. HAYS, OHIO 
t.. H. f'OUHTAIN, N.C: 
OAN":"C:_ '3. F'ASCt:l.J ... , FLA. 
Cf..fA;;jf..ES C. DIGGS. JFt~. MICH. 
ROS~RT N, C~ NtX, PA. 
DONAJ..D M. t:RA5£R, Ml~N. 
BENJAMIN S. RO:SENTHAI..~ N.Y, 
LEE H .. HAMIL TON. lNO, 
LESTER L. WOL.I""F, N.V 
JOlltATHAN 8. IIINGHAM~ N,Y. 
GUS YATRON. PA~ 
Pf:OV A. 'rA'fL.O ... N.C~ 
MICHAEL. HAJitRING"rON, MASS. 
LEO J. RYAN. CAl.IF. 
CHArU •• E::S WiLSON. TEX. 
OONA1..0 W. RlEGL£. JR., MICH. 
CAROISS COL.t.INS, H .. J. •• 
STEPHEN J~ 50L.ARZ, N.Y~ 
H£l.!;;:N S- M£YNER, N.J. 
DON SONKER~ WASH. 

WI~!.. lAMS. Bl"tCCNfFU.:t..D, ~ICH. 
EDWARD J, Oo?::RWfNSJO. tLt.. 

PAUL. F!NOt..£Y. ILL. 
JO~.N H. BUCHANAN, JR. 1\I..A. 

H'EFt8ER1" 'BURKEt FLA. 
PIERRE S. OU PONT, D£t.. .. 
t.:HA!l:t..£5 W. WHALEN, JR.¥ OHIO 
EOWARO G. !SIS:ST!:::R~ JR .. , PA, 
LARRY WINN, JR •• KANS~ 
BENJAMIN A. CH.,.MAN~ N.Y. 
TENNYSON GUYER, OHIO 
RCSEI'ti J~ L.AGOMARSINO, CAUF. 

MAFtiAN A. CZAR:Ngc:KJ 
CHJ£F OF STAFF 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

<!Intt,grezs of tire ~nilca ~trues 
QI:onunilh~.e rttt .;fiutenmihnml ~{.cla±hltt$ 

~iaus.e of ~{l.'pr.eseniatibes 

~ns¥n£tntt, ~3!L ZU5l5 

April 17, 1975 

I am lVIiting to request your comments on a. resolution of inquiry 
which was introduced in the House on April 16, 1975, and referred to 
the Committee on International Relations. 

Enclosed are two copies of the resolution, H.Res. 400, directing 
the President to provide to the House of Representatives certain infor
mation respecting U.S. nationals who are presently in South Vietnam. 

As you know, the Committee must act on this resolution within 
seven (7) legislative days beginning today. Therefore, we will appre
ciate receiving your comments as soon as possible, but no later than 
Tuesday, April 22, 1975. 

TE:H:rbd 

cc: Hon. Henry A. Kissinger 
Secretary of State 
State Department 

Sincerely, 

' 
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· IN' THE HOUSE (JF· REPR.J1JSENT-.ATIYES 

APRIL 16, 1975 

Ms. Hm.TZlL\~ (for herself and :Mr. ,JoH~ L. Bcn-ro~) sub~jtted the following 
·: 'res6Iution; ,\·hieh was referred to· the Committee on International Relat.ion~: 

, .. 
l ( 

··· · RESOLUTION·;;.L;; ::~~! 
1 · ·· ·" Re~oWetl, 'That the Pre.si<lent is tlire6fe'a· fo'ptdvia~, riot 

~-2 litter tha!{.fi~·e 'dayf;af.ter the' iHloption of' tbit r~~olu~oh, ~~ 

3 the Honse of Representatives the foUo:.wiiif1hifo~iliati6n ;i~ 

4 the possessi·on ·of ·the executive branch: 
• 

5 ( 1) the number of United StMt"S nntionnls presently 

6 in S.onth Vietna;m as empl'Oyees of the· United States 

7 Government, the agencies by whieh they are employed, 

R and the activities in which they are engaged; 

D. 

10 

11 

(2) the number of United Stntes nationals presently 

m South Vietnam who work ·ns or for United States 

Go\'ernment contractors or subcontmctors ;. 

(3) the nmnber of United States nationals presently 



-.. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

in South Vietnam \Yho nre not employees nf the United 

States Government, together with the type·s of \York in 

which they are enguged, including nonprofit humani

tarian reA-~lijt!tes,+:~;i~~ ven~·es,' mul mercena;-y 
"V ~;::- tf ~~Af , ., .;.;. 

activities; 

( 4) the .. nl:Uiiber of dependents- of U nite<l States 

:-p.~1;i~q$cf.~C~ ~ep_q~~C1lts are.-~·~~~: iu ~~l!th Viet-

mun; and I 1 • . [ .[ 'I'' . 

10 persons in each eategory above have not been evacuated . 
-~ 

11 from South Vietnam. 

12 . This_infor~~~~~~l~~ach Member: of 
·-. . . . . 

l.~tf ~th~ ,~<?~~~ ~t~~P!~s~n~~-~~y;~~ in acconl~~c~ with: ploce_~Ur!*J ~ 

14 . ) &~RPr~~!!1hYrJ~•·t~.l>.~1~~-f, 1lo assm·e the. Q?nfi4t.mtia#t:y.,R~ a~y 

. ' [ ' J f f ( I 

•·· I ·· .• ~ . i 

[ .... '~ 

.. . r 
; . ' 

. . . ' 

-'· 

I 
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AprU 19, 1975 

:WEMO&ANDUM 1"0&: THE PRUIDENT 

i'RONa JACk WABSH 

Attaebed l8 a •un~narr of dle acUoa of tile S.aate J'orel1a Relatloa• 
Committee oo l'rldar. 

Y oo •lloalcl 1M aware tlaat aa attempt la 1•la1 to 1M macle oa the Seaate 
J"lool' to eabatttv.te tile Houe bW (Morpa/B roomfleld), wblcll le 
more fa¥orable, for tiM S.aate t.W. 

UDder tiM s.-t• rGI.ee, aa ameadme.a for lllilt.tarr aW wo.lcl IMt la 
orclel', aad Seaator Tower piau to offer eacll aa aiDeDdmeat. 

Note aleo l<.eadall'• refernc:e to a propoeed bW Ia tile Seaa&e 
Armed SerYle .. COIIUillttee for lllllttarr aW Ca copr attaelled). 

cca Doa Ru.mafeld 
Breat Scowcroft 

' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

. SU BJECT: 

THE. '.'/H!T~ HOUSE. 

WA3HIN3TON 

April 13, 1975 

:N1AX L . FRIEDERSDORF 

· . , nv· 
WILLIAM T. KENDALL:i[t\: 7~-,. 

Actions of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee taken todav~~· 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee took three actions tod~y:-. 

1. They reported the bill entitled 11Vietnam Co~tinge~cy ·AC:t ~g~ 
197511

• 

2. They reported a Sense of-the Senate Resolution askil1g fo~ . 
negotiations· to end ho-stilities. and · ·-

• '.:c:i 
.• .- • ~ J. 

< • • • • • • • •• . , ~ ... - ... J' 

3. a C ommittee-.Resolution regarding American evacuation. · . ·.; · · . .... -. . ..... 

Copies of all three actions are attached~ I am. also attaching a 
statement on i:he :situation in Vietnam by Semi tor H~gh' Scott.. . In. .. ~ . . .....:_,. 
addition~ 'I am attaching a clean bill which will hopefully; be takeii ..... _ 
up by the Arm.ed .Services Conin;Uttee for an additional $75~ 000.000 
for military aid.. · ... 

• • 

- . . -· . 

:r • 

' 
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l)RE:L 1~~<= ~~~"-~R\: -~-:.-, ~~~ ·;r:.::c 
------------------ ··--·=----==:::=:::::=-- -=-- =--- =====:===-- -:=::--- -=-- --· ---------------··--------------- -----------------·-

... ..... .. ~ .. ...... .......... ... .... ~- .... ·-·· ···· -.. ----.. ......... ... . ... ..... . ......... ,.. ....... ---·-------------------------------···--·--- . -·:-··-----------··-· 

. -... .. --- .. ... ................. --- . ......... .. -....... ....... -- .. -........................... . ... . .. ......... ··- --------------··-----------·--... -· ...................... ... -·--· ---------.............. ... .. 

. . 
introduccc1 tl1e f ollo\ving bill; "'ry."}l!cl1 ~.\-~"~ reu.Q. t~ .. v·icc "·nU l'Cfcrrcd to ti4e Co1ur,1.it'~~e: en 

---------------------·--·---------------·--·---·---·--..... - ·--·---~-----------:""'-'-----.. ·-·-----·-

- . 
-. :,: · .... ::. .. ----. ~ .. ~ ~ :.- :··· .. .. .. •· ..... ;:..;:·~ ·; .. ·= .. ~ .. 

. . F~ ~ li li :.L ~~:_:: ·-i~:::. · ~- .;.r~!~1i~it~ 
To -- authorize the ·President to- use the armed· forces -. of ·the·. uni.t~d ·staf~s~~-~:-

. to protect citizens of the - U1~it~d - St:-ates - and theii: dependent:_s . -a.."ld :_,._.:.·~-~-;:_:~· ·. 
_certain other persons being ~i~~~h:a~?ci from. South :·vfetnaci.~ - and ·- <>~·-:::0~;;?~~~~ -J:. 

for other P'l~ose~ ~ <•=rt •·• ~ =_:;>, ·. ;~~~~,.:~~~~t~{:llJfJ~i;~ 
-1 Be it e7Lactcd by the Srmate mu.l House oj]?.eprescnta--~·· ~- .:.;_ -~· f!..~~-~7<· _ 

._ .~·--- . . . _ _ - _ -- . _, __ ·_:~-'~:.:·~:::~~~- -~-;--"·~r~~:}-.:Jf.~l~\. ;:; 
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{4 ) the r:; E:~n! ~t!l.- '\7!:ich sut..ll 
t:cn is C':u·:-!t<: 0\1t. 
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reported the following :resolution; whl~i. was -------------- ·. ... - :. 

0:. _ .. -

.... -: _-;.:."' ·.-,. 

. .·· - -- _- : :~: ·{:.~1: 
.. .. -.· RESOLUTION. -- -- .... ·- ·_-~ : :~~;-~ '=--:~f~!Jl/1Yir 

· • .- · Expressing the sense of the Senate that . the. President should undertake··~l~~~ 
.: . .. immediate efforts to obtain a cessation of .. hostilities m.: V.ie-:tnam. . ...::.:;:~·-- · 

thr . .£. • ti . . . . . . . . . . ·.·-~---1!- . · - ; . : . ougn nego~~a on. . . . ... · ·. . ·. :- -=;-;.. -~ .: · 3.~:::..:-:'~:'1. .. -·.~ 
,.. . : ;. • . (Insert t1;le of resolution hue) · · ·· · · · · ·- .':' , .. '": -.:-:,!:$~!-; · 
· ·· . ·. Resolved, . That it _is the sense of· the Senate that ·the ·President·~~t:~~~?:.· 

~: - .•I • • • . . -: -. - .; r ~ ~: _· ., -~ :;_ :.: •· ~-:~ _:,. :- ; ~~~;;:~~-
•sho~ld . (a) req-uest al_l Vietnamese par:ties to reopen -discussion .··. .·~ :~,::.:.:-::::::; .. ::.. 

. ~ . ; . " .• ~ -< ~--·· -- -~~f -· · ~--- . ;_~::::~~! ~-: ~·~:.~1::~}-;~f -
tm~Jards the implementation of the Agreement on Ending _tre War_ and : ·:·;~:~::~,<· 

~. . : . ·:. '. . . . . ~ .. . . ·~--~. _.·.. ' ~-~ ~: -.:~~:~::~ 
Restoring ·Pe?-ce in Vietnam; (b) · undertake · immediately effoz:ts··.to :~:..:;~t;:~·~7~~ 

. · . · .. · . . · . • · . .._ .. • .:."/;;..:-.. --- ·.~~ ::.: .. -; ·r .;.i..t~!t~-
enCOUrage and .. support' those elements -· in· so·uth Vietnam who are''··~---< ~~""jli~t-50:~~; 

-· · .-. - · . · . ·. ... : · · :::.;_~"': :7;. ;~ :-- -~:=~r.:.~-r~. 
desirous of :seeking a political settlement; (c) make kno~-~n· t~·-aU~~!2~;~;L;E§= 

•• : -:· • • • • • · _ ~ . - .. 

0 ~ :_-:_~ .. _ ...... -~ - .. ··5i. -:;; .... ~ :. -~"?-;::ff~=i;.~ 
Vietnamese parties .. that the extent . of· present ·ancr· future -.Amertc:an --:~::-r.;:·~·)f: 
. . . ·. . - . . . . . . . . ; :. . -· . :-:- > ;·: .--~ " : .. ~.-.: .. : ·-:~::r1'. _._ ... ::::~~;.~~~e 
assistance _.to all Vietnamese will depencl· ~n ·the _degree --~:r · good· faith~:~:--::~.f~· 

• - • • • • ; • • • - ~ • • # .. ··.: •• - • · ·::---;~-; :--~ ..... -- ~:~~~;~:-:= -

efforts made by them to ·obtain ~ cease:t:ire ·and po~it1cat-..:- ~olut1on ._<~:.~£:,..;f;~·· 

· to the conflict.- ~- ·_- ~~7 : · .- -_._~, ___ ~=~~ · -."~:_.~_-_· :.:~_;_~_"{ ?_:...._-·,_-:_~~-~~,---~-~---~:::-_,c.:_t-:-:~,..:..~,; __ ·.:_~_-:_,_· 
• . ~ •. :-...~: ~~ -~ ' -=.--~_;.::-;::.. . ....:~:.- - - . -

-Sec. 2. · It is furthe!" . the. ·sense ·of the Senate-. .that· the ·. Pres~- .:-: . .-.~-·~ 
~ • • • .. .• ... ,. ..... · .. : -· _·_ ..... c.! ••• ;· .. - ·:- . 1' .:~:.-~~ r.rz·, 

dent should subnd.t a report. to the- Senate within·-'-~hirty d.ays. af.ter~:;·.z~::;-7·.· . 
. . ~ _ · ~- :-_ .- ~ _ . __ r ~ _ _-. .~ ~-~~~ ;~~~~~--:-

the adoption :of this resolution describing, fully _a;m .C:'?1Jllll~~e~ ~ , ~·.~ ... :fit~.:_ . 
. - . . . - ~- . . ·~ ~~- ... .. ~;:;~~ t• 

:the steps he .has take:n t9 c_arry out the purposes of this · resolut.ion ;.:~~!: -·~ . 
- . . . - . '"( - :._: .. :_..._. . . .... . -

Sec. 3 • · The SecretarY,·· of · the Senate shall. transmit a copy _of' ··.:· .. ·- .:·-~-.~: 
• • .-.:.;;J_~-~-r 

: . 
t~is resolution to the President. .. .. ~·-

. --
~ (7 0 . 
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-~ . 
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C0~·0liTTEE. RESOLUTION 

It is the sense of the Committ:ee that all 

American citizens and their dependents, other 

than the minimum number of official personnel· '· 

necessary to maintain.essential functions.o£ 

the United States Mission, should be tvithdraan 
. . 

from SouthVietnam as rapidly as possible • 

• 

' 



_ _,r-r 

"'""-~.t J."''':;~ 
' . .: ~/ ~n.:a 

... ,, 

'1l1e President may get only a modest, compromise portion of the $1 billion 
he has requested in Vieti12.i11 aid. .As a 1r.ember of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Corrmri. ttee, I strongly urge him to accept Hhatever sum may be approved in the 
interest of moving fonv-ard '"i t.t\ the . S\vi ft \'ii thdrm-1al of .tl.rr:ericatl.S and their 
dependents in Vietnat-n and hwl".ani tarian relief in that desperate country. _ .· .. 

"I have never said that I supported the President's request for the. full·' 
$1 billion,-and I reiterate...:.my pos~tion,now-.--I have-said-pre¥iously-that:.t,~I am-
supporting.,whatever.:he- (the:.President):-. can". get~;.'.:::..As to that~ we·-lvil-l:!Saon Jmow.:=-: · ~-· · 

'"'" 

''I support-.entirel¥-¢e-...:..consensus....o.Lthe.:. Eoreign-Relations. Committee--that· · " 
the. use---of any,.U.·-S. forces·'\'lhic;:lFmay.:.b~ -involved=irl 'th~humanitarian:::and::.wit.l-tdrawar-: 
efforts-should be· for:·that"~pu.rpos~:Fat"ld-=th:at-:-purpos~alone • ...:..:.,_ .... 

''I ivill. reserve:judgment:-on::-the.7limited-:-arid~duced:::-leverof··mfltt.a:ty . .,...: 7 . · ... 

assistance fu."'lding I might support:· Hm.;ever; I ·will· fuliy-sLtppo!!: ·apprgp!i~te 
and reasonable restrictions. Hhich .. I expec:1: woulcL be impos?d .. on the-use....o£. suc:h-.-. .. 
ftmcrs-;-'if "'funds-cfre--approveil:- -""'-- · 

'ti cannot-and-:'irill-: not-:-rubbersta.~y~ding-request-lvhich-:.wou:ld-:-invoi v ...... _ :.-. ~ 
U. S. forces,in rnilitaiy=:'combat_...overseas--in· violation::o£-the::WarPm'iers=...Att-;"""""T "2. · 

voted-- for: that· Ac t, .. ~and::.:.voted-agai..~to averri~a:::veto::·of that::same::Act;::-ena]Jli..l.g~ . 
. _it _1:-o .. bec9:!1!e,_la.H:".:_z,·AQ_4}:-as. &·memb.~f::Qf:.-!:lie..;Urrit'~<t-States::-St:lnate~-~--I-.J.rit_end:~tci . .:..;,;_-=:: ___ _ 
. L'!)hold--the~ provisions.;;;o:f--that--Ast-whicll-restriE~s-any:-..:p-re$-iden1;-!.s-use-oi-our---'"', · 
.•. military forces abroad. ,.I remain firmly committed to oppose any contravention . · 
of that law." - ' 

OA~Acr~--Fatiicia~~gnew· ~- •. ~ 
202;""224'=6324~--.-
301-;i 651;1~78:;7-if 

·-.. 
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. APRIL . ' 1973 . ·. . > 

Mr. ___________ , from the. Committee on Armed Services~ reported the fol-. . . _ _ 
}owing bill; which was read twice aud ordered to be placed Oil th&cnlendar .. ;,.: .. -; - . 

. . ,.-:,)"t'"~i·-·:~-~-·-

··-

A:BILL-
To authorize- additipna~ ~tary assistanc-e for' South ·Vietnam, · 

ru;td for ·other purposes . 
.. 

1 Be it e-nacted by' the-;,Senate -:and House 

' ··., 

6 000" each .place it appears and inserting in liea·· thereof 

J "Sl,;07S,OOO.;.OOOn. 

J.50-894 



TH!:: W,-;;T:::: HC'JSZ 

vVASHlf-.JGTON 

April 23,1975 

MEHORANDUM FOR THE PRES I DENT 

FP..OH: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 4t( .(:; · 

SUBJECT: Vietnam Legislation 

The Senate today approved by a vote of 75- 17, a $250 million 
authorization bill for evacuation/humanitarian aid to South 
Vietnam. 

Attempts to restrict use of military force vlere defeated, as 
were amendments to further restrict authority to evacuate 
South Vietnamese. 

After two days of debate, the House late today started from 
scratch again on amendments after the Chair sustained a point 
of order based on a motion that th~ bill contained appropriations 
in a legislative bill. Chairman Morgan indicated he planned to 
finish the bill t.nni ght.~ ;:;nrl if- ;:mnr.:>r>rt=>ri f-h<=> T-f(")1_1C:O m;:>:.T l!!0:>.:"!c t_') 

midnight or later. 

Prior to sustaining the point of order, action on key amendments 
were favorable to the Administration. 

' 



THE WHiTE HOUSE 

W",SH!NGTON 

April 21, 1975 

MEHORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ~lliX L. FRIEDERSDORF ~·~ ' 

SUBJECT: Status of Vietn&~ Legislation 

The Senate today debated th~ $200 million combination evacuation/ 
humanitarian authorization bill and is expected to conclude 
consideration tomorrow. It is now expected that only technical 
ruuendments, rather than the full House bill, will be offered 
during Floor consideration. 

Senator Tower is also expected to offer a $200 million military 
assistance amendment. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee failed 
to reconsider your request for an addition 

meet again today 
$422 million 

authorization. 

In the House, the House Appropriations Committee today reported 
favorably a bill calling for $165 mi ion in military aid and 
$165 million in economic aid. This egislation is expected to 
move to the Floor in the next day two. 

Also in the House today 
hour open rule for consi 
Relations Committee bill 
humanitarian assistance. 

Rules Committee granted a three 
eratio tomorrow of the House International 
autho izing $150 million in evacuation/ 

At this time, it is belie e there is little hope of attaining 
approval on the Floor of ther body fo~ additional military 
aid. Hov1ever, prospects seem good for the passage of some form 
cf ecc-~cr~ti ~J:n a11 i t a r i a r.L , 



S.Res.133 

c 1( ) \/V . 
In the Senate of the United States, 

April 21, 1975. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that the Presi

dent should (a) request all Vietnamese parties to reopen discus

sion toward the implementation of the Agreement on Ending 

the 'Yar and Restoring Peace in Vietnam; (b) undertake im

mediately to encourage and support those elements in South 

Vietnam who are desirous of seeking a political settlement; (c) 

make knmn1 to all Vietnamese parties that the extent of present 

and future 1hnerican assistance to all Vietnamese will depend 

on the degree of good faith efforts made by them to obtain a 

cease-fire and political solution to the conflict. 

SEc. 2. It is further the sense of the Senate that the Presi-

dent should submit a report to the Senate \Yithin thirty days 

after the adoption of this resolution describing fully and com

pletely the steps he has taken to carry out the purposes of this 

resolution. 

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy 
. 

is resolution to the President. 

t: 

Secretary. 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23,1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 4tf.(J · 
SUBJECT: Vietnam Legislation 

The Senate today approved by a vote of 75- 17, a $250 million 
authorization bill for evacuation/humanitarian aid to South 
Vietnam. 

Attempts to restrict use of military force were defeated, as 
were amendments to further restrict authority to evacuate 
South Vietnamese. 

After two days of debate, the House late today started from 
scratch again on amendments after the Chair sustained a point 
of order based on a motion that the bill contained appropriations 
in a legislative bill. Chairman Morgan indicated he planned to 
finish the bill tonight, and it appeared the House may work to 
midnight or later. 

Prior to sustaining the point of order, action on key amendments 
were favorable to the Administration. 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23,1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROI'-1: 

SUBJECT: 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 4-t( .(? · 
Vietnam Legislation 

The Senate today approved by a vote of 75 - 17, a $250 million 
authorization bill for evacuation/humanitarian aid to South 
Vietnam. 

Attempts to restrict use of military force were defeated, as 
were amendments to further restrict authority to evacuate 
South Vietnamese. 

After two days of debate, the House late today started from 
scratch again on amendments after the Chair sustained a point 
of order based on a motion that the bill contained appropriations 
in a legislative bill. Chairman Morgan indicated he planned to 
finish the bill tonight, and it appeared the House may work to 
midnight or later. 

Prior to sustaining the point of order, action on key amendments 
were favorable to the Administration. 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 24, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

SUBJECT: se·n:ate & Hou·se·B:ills· on VietNam Aid 
(s :r:484 an'd HR 6096}· 

senate 

1. $100 M for FY 1975 for 1. 
humanitarian aid withdrawal 
purposes from South Viet Nam 
as President determines in 
national interest. 

2. $150 M for humanitarian 2. 
assistance to refugees 
in South Viet Nam and 
Cambodia. 

3. All relief funds controlled 3. 
and administered by U.N. 
or other international 
agency. 

4. Report to Congress every 4. 

5. 

90 days on assistance. 

Provision to use u.s. forces 5. 
to evacuate certain citizens 
and dependents. 

6. Provision with limitation 6. 
on numbers duration, and 
areas authorizing President 
to evacuate foreign nationals 
upon his determination and 
certification to Congress. 
Waives other limitation in 
the lavT. 

$150 M for FY 1975 for 
humanitarian and evacuation 
assistance from South Viet Nam~ 

No. comparable provision. 

No comparable provision. 

No comparable provision. 

May use U.S. forces if 
necessary to evacuate U.S. 
citizens. 

Vietnamese eligible for 
immigration or those \vhose 
lives are threatened may be 
evacuated. ·~ ,, , .... 

., 

7. Requires Presidential report 7. No comparable provision. 
to Congress or use of forces 
as required by Sec. 4 (a) of 
War Powers Resolution. 



8. 

•·"'- --- ·~- .,. -2~ 

Declares statutory authority 8. 
given herein within meaning 
of War Power Sec. 8 (a). 

Declaration that act does 
not abrogate War Powers 
Resolution. 

' 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 
\ . 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. Thomas E. Morgan 

4/29/75 

10:10 a.m. 

Washington, D. C. in his office 

Charles Leppert spoke personally with Mr. Morgan 

How many Marines have we got in there to get out? 
Approximately 200 at the Embassy and the security 
forces are now being withdrawn from the airport so 
it's probably in the neighborhood of 300. 
You mentioned a fighter being down at sea? . 
Yes, a fighter bomber is reported lost into the: sea but 
we do not know if it is lost as a result of hostile action. 

I cannot make that 11:30 meeting this morning because 
of the Burton-Holtzman privileged resolution up on the 
House floor. I can't leave and turn the floor over to 
those people. I'm asking the Speaker to call up the 
rule on the Conference Report on Humanitarian Aid 
before recognizing anybody on the privileged resolution. 
I understand this can be done. Your help would be 
appreciated. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 29, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JACK MARSH 

As you are aware there is a question as to whether the War Powers Act applies 
in a rescue operation involving American citizens; however, to be on the safe 
side, we proceeded as though it does and consequently sought to comply with 
the Consultation Provision of the Act on the Saigon airlift. 

These phone consultations began earlier this morning at about 12: 30 a.m. shortly 
before the carrier lift off of the helicopters participating in the operation. 

Leadership of the House and Senate and Jurisdictional Committees to include 
Appropriations were called by members of the White House Congressional Staff. 
There were a few cases where members could not be reached either because they 
were out of the City or their phone did not answer. Where a member could not 
be reached, a senior member of their staff was contacted, except in the case of 
three members in the Senate. 

There is attached a summary of these early morning notifications. 

Because the large number of Vietnamese evacuated exceeded initial plans 
and the advice given on the first notification to the Congressional leaders~ a · 
second consultation call was made at about 10: 00 this morning to update these 
individuals. You are familar with the message contained in the second conversa
tion and a copy is attached. 

It is important should the question occur as to why consultatiohs or notifications 
did not occur earlier, for you to point out that in your public statements over the 
p3St several weeks, as well as statements by members of the Administration and 
your request for legislation for evacuation and the statements before Congressional 
Committees by witnesses clearly put the Congress on notice of the impending 
evacuation operation. 

You might expect questions on the status and future of pending legislation related 
to this subject matter. 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 29, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FR0.0.'1: JACK MARSH 

As you are aware there is a question as to whether the War Powers Act applies 
in a rescue operation involving American citizens; however, to be on the safe 
side, we proceeded as though it does and consequently sought to comply with 
the Consultation Provision of the Act on the Saigon airlift. 

These phone consultations began earlier this morning at about 12: 30 a.m. shortly 
before the carrier lift off of the helicopters participating in the operation. 

Leadership of the House and Senate and Jurisdictional Committees to include 
Appropriations were called by membe~s of the White House Congressional Staff. 
There were a few cases where members could not be reached either because they 
were out of the City or their phone did not answer. Where a member could not 
be reached, a senior member of their staff was contacted, except in the case of 
three members in the Senate. 

There is attached a summary of these early morning notifications. 

Because the large number of Vietnamese evacuated exceeded initial plans 
and the advice given on the first notification to the Congressional leaders, a 
second consultation call was made at about 10: 00 this morning to update these 
individuals. You are familar with the message contained in the second conversa
tion and a copy is attached. 

It is important should the question occur as to why consultations or notifications 
did not occur earlier, for you to point out that in your public statements over the 
past several weeks, as well as statements by members of the Administration and 
your request for legislation for evacuation and the statements before Congressional 
Committees by witnesses clearly put the Congress on notice of the impending 
evacuation operation. 

You might expect questions on the status and future of pending legislation related 
to this subject matter. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: 4· J"·7:s-

ro: ~/tt~ 
FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf 

For Your Information ~ 

Please Handle -------------------
Please See Me -------------------
Comments, Please 

Other 
--------

,1. 

i 

\ .. 
\',·> 

~ ... _,, 

' 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE 'NHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 29, 1975 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

WILLIAM T. KENDALL Vv\!1( 

Notification of Senate Leadership 
of the evacuation of Saigon 

The attached log indicates the Senators reached by William Kendall, 
Pat O'Donnell, and Bob Wolthuis this day relative to the notification 
of the Leadership of the evacuation of Saigon. 

\ ' ( 

\~---

' 



SENATOR 

Mansfield 

Scott 
\ . 

Thurmond 

Stennis 

McClellan 

Eastland 

Griffin 

Sparkman 

Case 

Byrd 

Young 

April 29, 1975 

TIME W.H. CALLER 

12:30 a.m. WK 

12:35 a.m. WK 

7:15a.m. WK 

12:35 a.m. RKW 

12:30 a.m. RKW 

12:38 a.m. RKW 

12:22 a.m. POD 

12:30 a.m. POD 

12:35 a.m. POD 

7:20a.m. WK 

12:30- 1:00 a.m. POD 

COMMENT 

Oh Lord --Thanks for calling. 

Expected it. Called for it yeste:-day 

Approved. Asked questions about 
military situation near Saigon 

Hope all goes well. Thanks 

Good luck. Thank you. · 

Not available. Talked to Courtney 
Pace. Did not give notice, but 
tried to find whereabouts of 
Eastland. 

lfThank you-hope it works out. 11 

"Thanks for letting me know; 
I'll be relieved when we get 
the last American out. 11 

"Thanks very much; I appreciate 
your letting me know. " 

Glad we are doing it. Asked if 
Vietnamese were included. 

Not reachable 

' 



SENATOR 

Griffin 
\ > 

Robert Byrd 

Sparkman 

Young 

Case 

Mansfield 

Scott· 

Thurmond 

Second Notification 
Vietnam Evacuation (Saigon) 

Tuesday, Morning 4/2 9 

TIME W.H. CALLER 

10:15 a.m. PoD· 

10:24 a.m. POD 

10:20 a.m. POD 

10:22 POD 

10:18 POD 

10:15 WK 

10:44 WK 

10:30 WK 

. .. 

COMMENT 

11 Thank you -- Pll look forward 
to details at the 11:30 Bipartisan 
Leadership meeting. 11 

''Thank you; how many VN went 
out last night and this morning? 11 

"Thank you for letting m.e·know. 
I'll have to leave the 11:30 
meeting early- -am hosting 
luncheon for King Hussain. 11 

Senator on plane back to D.C. 
from Minneapolis. Gave 
statement to Gordon West 
who will meet at airport and 
drive him to 1 h 30 Bipartisan 
Leadership Meeting. 

Francis Henderson, A.A. advises 
that Bill Kendall has already 
called with the information 

Thanked WK. No comment. 
Looking forward to 11:30 
meeting. 

Took information. No comment 
General approval of the way things 
were going so far. 

No comment. Asked if South 
Vietnamese Air Force could 
get heavy equipment out. 

' ' 

' 



Case 10:35 

McClellan 10:05 

Stennis 10:00 

' Eastland 10:08 

Humphrey 10:45 
(at.,request of 
Sec. Kissinger) 

WK 

RKW 

RKW 

RKW 

WK 

Not available. Gave info1•mation to AA 
(Frances Henderson) who said it would be 
transmitted to Senator Case as soon as he 
arrived. 

Just want to make sure all Americans get out 

No c omn1ent 

This means they will occupy Saigon. Tragic. 

He thanked for a very complete briefing. 
Appreciated Secretary's thoughtfulness. 

" ,. 

............ 

' 
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