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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 8, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE 

FROM: 

Please follow up on the Sheldon matt r · which Jack Flynt 
is interested, and then get a report back to Jack Flynt's Office. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. Marsh--

Reminder: 

"I want to get word to Flynt that General 
Scowcroft advises that they have tried 
to get in touch with Sheldon to confer with 
him in reference to a post at the Depart­
ment of State. However, he is prese.Uly 
visiting on the West Coast and they have 
been unable to set the meeting up. But 
they expect to do so very shortly. We 
will keep the Congressman advised of the 
developments on this matter." 

Thanks. 

donna 

~· ... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 27, 1975 

MR. MARSH: 

Mary Lou in Cong. Flynt's Office called re the 
Sheldon matter. This was one of the things you 
wanted to be reminded of upon your return. 

(While you were away, I had called her with 
your mea sage that Gen. Scowcroft and yo•" had 
discussed this matter and that "something would 
be worked out for Sheldon". - it would not be an 
Ambassador post, but something else.) 

Mary Lou had said that Sheldon had heard 
nothing from Scowcroft at all. In checking on this 
last week (wk. of 18th) Scowcroft' s office said that 
there was an "action memo" out at Vail with Scowcroft, 
re Sheldon. 
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Auau•t 7 

THE WHITE HousE 
WASHINGTON 

Mr. Marsh--

Congressman Flynt's Office called for 
an up-date on the Shelton matter. 

Thanks. 

donna 

P. S. The Congressman can be 
reached at his home in Georgia: 
(404} 227-2382. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 



JUL 17 1975 

JOHN JAMES FLYNT, JR. 

1 July 1975 

Dear Jack: 

Patty joins me in thanking you for your expression 
of concern following our recent accident and hospitali­
zation. We are both well on the way to a complete re­
covery assisted by the thoughtfulness of people like you. 

Your telephone call was greatly appreciated and 
helped to cheer us up while waiting to get back to our 
regular routine. We both would have loved to have talked 
personally with everyone who called or came by to see',us, 
but Doctors' orders prevented that. I looke forward to 
seeing you and thanking you in person as soon as possible. 

With warm regards and best wishes, I am 

Ron. John 0. Marsh 
Washington, D.C. 



. . 
~·-fEMORANDU¥ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING TO:-< 

August 1, 197 5 

:MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

FROM: 

Senator Ed Brooke called me on August 1, very concerned 
about Ambassador W. Beverly Carter. He wyted to make 
sure the White. House looked into the matter. I am not 
knowledgeable about it. Would you please get something 
moving on that so that 'the President is aware of the matter 
or that Henry is or the NSC or however it ought to be handled. 

Thanks. 

P.S. Then, when you have some answers you ought to be 
able to get back to Ed. 





I THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Septe~ber 13, 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Ambassa 

Please prepare a ~emo for my signature on the outco~e of the 
~eeting on Thursday with Turner Sheldon to Brent Scowcroft 
and ask them to get ~oving on this. 

Septer.nber 15, 1975 

Jack: 

Prior to seeing the above, I saw Brent Scowcroft at this r.norning's 
senior staff r.neeting. I took that occasion to discuss with him the 
details of Turner Sheldon's meeting with us on Thursday. Brent 
advises me that a "persomel11 meeting for Sheldon is set up for 
today over at the State Departr.nent. He indicated that they were 
extrer.nely reluctant (if not totally opposed) to offering Sheldon 
another Ar.nbassadorial post. They are extrer.nely fearful that, 
if such an offer were made, the confirmation hearings that would 
ensue would dredge up all of the a~ations that have been r.nade 
against Sheldon and a real r.nedia circus would follow. They plan 
to find sor.ne sort of face-saving appointr.nent on a Board or 
Commission through which they hope to ease Sheldon int~ 
retirement. ., 

f~ ._ Fo () 

~ ~· £. 
Russ 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

P. SlnJack Flynt's absence, I gave his secretary, Mary Lou, a full report 
on your efforts with regard to Sheldon and the personnel meeting that was 
arranged today. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Septe~ber 17, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

RUSS ROURKEI..-

A~bassador Turner Sheldon 

I returned your call today to Turner Sheldon. 

Sheldon advises ~e that he ~et with Larry Eagleburger for 1! 
hours on Monday. They went over the entire situation. Eagle­
burger advised Sheldon that Haig had confir~ed to hi~ that 11the 
policies that Sheldon carried out in Nicaragua were the policies 
of the Ad~inistration. 11 He further indicated that Haig spoke 
with Scowcroft in the very recent past and was 11very forceful" 
in support of Sheldon's situation. 

When asked by Eagleburger as to what post he would be interested 
in, Sheldon responded that he would prefer an A~bassadorial 
assignment to Eastern Europe. Eagleburger indicated that he 
would take the ~atter up with Henry Kissinger and get back ... FO~ 
with hi~ asap. ~ IJ <' 

~ ... I 
Do: 
~ 

I call your attention once again to the attached ~e~o re my , 
recent conversation with Brent Scowcroft on this subject. 

Naturally, Sheldon requested your continued efforts in his behalf. 



To J'['f/J) ; "'{YlA/ ~=---~-~ 
Date __ 9!.....--....:../_&=-----"1'ime_-=--...J.L~.-+-

Area Code Number Extension 

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL lt-
CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

I RETURNED YOUR CALl l J 
Meeeage'------ ------

EFFICIENCY® LINE NO. 4n5 AN AMPAD PRODUCT 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

'vV AS H ! N G T 0 ~l 

September 2 5, 197 5 

:MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
'-'!({]ss ROURKE 

1\, 

JACK MARS~ 
Turner Sheldon 

In reference to the attached rrl:,emo, Max, I think y-ou should 
brief Don Rumsfeld personally on this and point out how critical 
it is becoming on the Hill. Also, :g.-u,~~--~n·~~s.liOtti.d:vsp'eak 
tp-DiC:k•Gh~and brief him and pull our file and show how many 
memos have been moving on this, and I talked with Brent today 
and as y-ou know, we have talked with him several times. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROivi: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H i ~~ G i C '~ 

September 25, 1975 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
RUSS ROURKE 

JACK MJillS~.· 
T~, 

This Turner Sheldon matter is of utmost concern. I believe failure 
to offer him something significant will have severe repercussions 
on the Hill. 

I will be glad to bring this up with the President when I see him 
later this afternoo!}. but it may be that Max should mention this 
earlier if he gets a chance. I am sending a copy of this memo to 
Don Rumsfeld. 

It's essential that we get something moving on this today. 

cc: Don Rumsfeld 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOU.SE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25, 1975 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
"'«"lfss ROURKE 

JACK MARS€pJ-­

Turner Sheldon 

In reference to the attached ~emo, Max, I think you should 
brief Don Rumsfeld personally on this and point out how critical 
it is becoming on the Hill. Also, Russ, I think you should speak 
to Dick Cheney and brief him and pull our file and show how many 
memos have been moving on this, and I talked with Brent today 
and as you know, we have talked with him several times. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
RUSS ROURKE 

FROM: JACK MAR~ 

This Turner Sheldon matter is ofutmost concern. I believe failure 
to offer him something significant will have severe repercussions 
on the Hill. 

I will be glad to bring this up with the President when I see him 
later this afternool} but it may be that Max should mention this 
earlier if he gets a chance. I am sending a copy of this memo to 
Don Rumsfeld. 

It's essential that we get something moving on this today. 

cc; Don Rumsfeld 







September 26 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHJNeTON 

Jack --

I have spoken personally 
about Turner Sheld 



TH.E'WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date:~~~- 7$' 

TO:~~~ 
FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf 

For Your Information ~ 
::~ 

Other~~~~~~~V 

A~~~ 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25, 1975 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

PATRICK E. O'DONNELL~ 
Turner Shelton/Senator Percy 

' Senator Percy met Shelton for the first time yesterday. He will not 
judge him on the basis of a Jack Ander son column but states if the 
State Department persists in refusing to submit the relevant documents 
on the incident in Nicaraqua, there is no chance of confirmation for 
any position! 

On the other hand, if the documents are forthcoming he will make sure 
that Turner gets a fair shake. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25, 197 5 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
RUSS ROURKE 

JACK MARS~ 
Turner Sheldon 1\" 

In reference to the attached memo, Max, I think you should 
brief Don Rumsfeld personally on this and point out how critical 
it is becoming on the Hill. Also, Russ, I think you should speak 
to Dick Cheney and brief him and pull our file and show how many 
memos have been moving on this, and I talked with Brent today 
and as you know, we have talked with him several times. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
RUSS ROURKE 

FROM: JACK MAR~ 

This Turner Sheldon matter is of utmost concern. I believe failure 
to offer him something significant will have severe repercussions 
on the Hill. 

I will be glad to bring this up with the President when I see him 
later this afternoo.g. but it may be that Max should mention this 
earlier if he gets a chance. I am sending a copy of this memo to 
Don Rumsfeld. 

It's essential that we get something moving on this today. 

cc; Don Rumsfeld 



- _ · September 2 9 
• . . 

WASHINGTON 

Jack: 

I heard Brent Scowcroft tell Senator 
Curtis that they were painfully aware 
of the retirement date item and were 
11 crashing'' to make certain that this 
particular facet of the all problem 
is taken care of. 



.. . 

TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Max L. Friedersdorf 

For Your Information ~·- .. 
·--.... ·f:· _....,, *-' ;;.;·;....,· 

/ '\··l!>h_:;\ 

Please Handle 1 ·~ ..-\ ____ __,•:.....' ';:.." ___ ·.; \ 
Please See Me \~:\ £/ 

'· / .............. ~/ 
Co~~ents, Please 

Other £/~ ~-rA"-,..~-..AA-'If!I-'-

~~(/U~IV' 
~wft,~~ 
~t~· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON --

s~7 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 7, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURKE,_ 

FYI: While I was speaking with Doug Bennet todat: he took a 
call from Carl Curtis. He thought it was in reference to old 
Turner Sheldon. As indicated in my memo of two days ago, 

-y lean~n J?'bor old Bud McFarlane for a status report ••• 
Obviously, Jack (without being unfair), I am convinced that 
the guidance with which they have been presented is just to 
"wait us out. 11 



TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SEP 2 5 1975 

Date:~~¢~ 

~~ 
~~edersdorf 

For Your Information ~ 

Please Handle '~· ·' ,-, .i~~<~' 
----------~;~,~~·----­

.! ~-: 

Please See Me 

Comments, Please _____ ,....... __ _ 
Other N'...c:.. ~ ,.&e.e. .. ., ~· 
~~t?~~ 

~I 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 24, 1975 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

JACK MA~_,. )!!­
Turner sh'Cn~ 

Any word back on Turner Sheldon? Would you send a copy of 
any reports or memos on this matter to Brent Scowcroft? 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 23, 1975 

JACK MARSH 
DOUG BENNETT 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF .(tl./ 
Turner Shelton 

OCT 2 3 1975 

Senator Hugh Scott advised me that he thought it would be a great mistake 
to send up the nomination of Turner Shelton for an ambassadorial post. 

Senator Scott said that it was his judgement that a confrontation with 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was inevitable, and after having 
a field day, the Committee would ultimately turn the nomination down. 

The Senator said it would be a futile exercise for a lousy appointment 
and would bring nothing but grief to the President. I advised him that 
we have received strong pressure from other Senators for this nomination 
which the Senator said he was aware of, but thought that the nomination, 
nevertheless should not be sent to the Hill. 

cc: Don Rumsfeld 
Bill Kendall 



Washington Star 
Saturday, October 25, 1975 

TURNER SHELTON 
December ~etlrement? 

Hill to For 
Forget Shelton 
Nomination 

By Jeremiah O'Leary 
Washincton Star Staff Writer 

The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee this week decided behind 
closed doors to notify the Whi.te 
House that it cannot fores~ any car· 
cumstances under ·which it would 
confirm former Ambassador to 
Nicaragua Turner B. Shelton to be 
ambassador to .the Bahamas. 

·In a highly unusual proced!Jre, the 
committee met Tuesday to discuss a 
Washin~ton Star report that the con· 
trovers1al Shelton, a Nixon loyalist 
with -close ties to Howard Hughes and 
Charles G. (Bebe) Rebozo, was about 
to be nominated for the new ambas· 
sadorship. 

The committee, it is reliably re­
ported, decided ~at Shelton's record 
would inevitably lead to a pr~tracted 
confirmation hearing and ultimately 
to refusal to send the nomination to 
the Senate floor· for confirmation. 
Two Republican members of the 
committee, The Star was told, were 
selected to inform the White House 

.spare President Ford an.d 
'Con.ress from a fruitless 
strqgle.over the nomina· 
~icm. · 

SOURCES SAID that Sen. 
Hubert H. Humphrey, D· 
Minn., who presided at the 
Tuesday executive session, 

. suggested that Sens. 
Ch8r'les Percy, R-Ill., ancl 
Clifford Case, · 1t-N.J., 
'carry the word to the Presi· 
dent: 
• White House aides con­
ceded that the likelihood of 

the administration pressing 
the Shelton nomination are 
fading rapidly in the light 
of &he attention being given 
his record by the S te 
Foman Relations c mit­
tee and the House overn­
ment Operation Commit_­

,&ee;. 
· The White ouse earlier 

had agreed o appoint the 
.59-year-ol former movie 
producer to the Bahamas 
post a the insistence of 
cons ative Sen. Carl Cur· 
tis, .It-Neb., and Rep. JohJ! 
M(;Pt{urphy, D-N.Y. Shel· 

.-fun, according to State De· 

. partment 50\irces, has been 
actJvely lobbying for the 

. npmination since m~d-sum-

mer when he was replaced 
in Managua. 

Secretary of State Henry 
A. Kissinger reportedly was 
against the nomination., 
but did not oppose the White 
House on the matter, 
apparently feeling that the 
choice was a political deci­
sion. 

CURTIS AND MURPHY 
were the official U.S. dele­
gates to the inauguration of 
President Anastasio Somoza 
of Nicaragua in December 
197-4. Both were treated 
royally by Gen. Somoza and 
then-Ambassador Shelton 
and were in turn Shelton's 
closest friends during his · 
-41/:f years in Managua. 

t has also been learned 
tfuJt the FBI was instructed 
to conduct a full field inves­
tigation of Shelton by the 

' 

, . 

White HQuse in an effon to 
tum ap any deroptory 
information that might be 
made public through the 
press. Agents have com· 
piled a large file on Shelton, 
including reports of il)vesti­
gations of his stewardship 
by the State Department's 
inspector general, the Ag· 
ency for I ernatio'naJ. 
Developmen nd the ~e 
Govern t Operations 
Commi e. . 
. F agents have been 
contacting individuals who 
,~rved with ·Shelton when 
he wa5 consul general in 
Nassau from ~ mid-1960s 
until 1970 and durins · hil 
strVice in NicaragUa. • 

Shelton, a naHve of Loui­
sa County, Va., owes his ca• 
reet to former Presiclen& 
RiChard M. · Nixoa In ··1961, ' 
just after he had been de­
feated for the presidencr by 
John. ·F. K~edY •• NIXOn . 
toured Eur e and was 
entertained. • Hungary. by . 
Shelton. then principai offi·. 
cer of the legation in Buqa­
pest. Shelton had been a 
foreign service, officer in · 
the second grade for more 
than 10 years without a 
promotion and would have 
had to retire if Nixon had 
not- named him ambassador 
to Nicaragua. 

QUESTIONS raised 
about his service in Nassau 
and Managua include al· 
leged irregularities involv­
ing the use of embassr 
funds for personal expendl· 
tures; payment of personal 
long distance phone calls 
from embassy funds; 
ordering consular emplofes 
to violate immigrataon 
regulations to send maids 
to friends and relativ~ of 
his in the United St~tes. HiS: 
relationship with Howard 
Hughes is something .of a 
mystery. but it is luiown 
that Shelton helped arrange 
a meeting between Hughes 
and Somoza when the bil· 
lionaire industrialist moved-

1 
to Central America. 

rmcnitt
Rectangle



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 31, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURKE~/ 

Jack, the latest bulletin on ~l[PCT 5 b?]j?E CjQr~y O'Leary 
advises me today that Henry K1ssinger told him yesterday, 
"I think the White House still intends to go ahead with the 
Sheldon nomination". O'Leary then spoke with Jack Brooks, 
who promptly dispatched two iovernment Gpfs committee inves­
tigators to the State Department to dig into Sheldon's records. 
0' Leary indicated, unless Brooks gets a signal from the White 
House that the Sheldon matter is a dead issue, he intends to schedule 
a he ring to "blow the green toad out of the water". 

I gave this report to Max. Max advises that Doug Bennett spoke 
with Carl Curtis. Curtis still adamant ••• believes all the .. _._.clt~Lcf#S 
are superficial, groundless and just a lot of bull. 

FYI, if the investigators come up with anything at all, I can assure 
you that Brooks will leak it all to O'Leary, who will promptly do 
another IIIIIM page article. 

-C'--.1" 




