The original documents are located in Box 26, folder “Nixon, Richard - Transition
Expenditures: General Accounting Office Audit (4)” of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald
R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 26 of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library






August 30

THE WHITE HousE
WASHING"I'VON

Russ --

Along with the GAO report
you will be sending Howard
Kerr, also include a copy
of Porter's Letter.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 10, 1975

Dear Mr. Secretary:

You will recall, recently Commander Howard Kerr was awarded the Presidential
Service Badge as well as Mﬁce Badge. Tomy knowledge,
he is the first officer in the history of the Navy to be given these two awards .
They are well deserved. Inasmuch as he served as 'a*member of my staff in both
the Office of the Vice President and the Office of the President, I want to give you
some background as to why he was singled out for the aware of the Presidential
Service Badge which was presented with less than the usual one year service.

The President spoke with me concerning this award. He indicated because of
the distinguished service rendered by Commander Kerr during the time he was
assigned to the Office of the President, that this Service Badge be presented.
This is clearly a reflection of the great confidence President Ford acquired in
this individual based on his observation of how he performed.

By way of background, when President Ford assumed the Presidency, the Presi-
dent designated me a Counsellor'and I named Commander Kerr immediately as
my Deputy. Shortly thereafter, we moved our office to the White House where I
served as a member of the Transition Team. The Commander served as a member
of the Transition Team staff during that very critical period. He was the only
military officer included in this group. A brilliant officer, he is decisive in
command. He performed in such a manner as to earn the praise of not only

the President, but also members of the President's senior staff as well as Cabinet
officers.

Commander Kerr brought to this position knowledge, tact, professionalism, manage-
ment and leadership. These abilities were essential not only to the operation of my
office, but more importantly to the Office of the President. He undertook assign-
ments of a most sensitive nature which by his training and ability he was uniquely
able to address. In every case, they were performed in a superior manner. It
should be noted that he had major responsibilities and played a significant role in
the transition arrangements of former President Nixon.



I had the opportunity to observe him in times of stress where issues cf national
consequence were concerned and he continued to impress me with his remarkably
good judgment, his keen intellect, his exercise of command authority and a
calmness under pressure. These personal attributes, so essential to a military
leader, were brought to bear by the Commander on situations which confronted
him.

I had worked with Commander Kerr for over seven months when he was a

military aide to the Vice President and I can vouch for the outstanding work he
rendered in this post. The performance of his duties qualified him for the respon-
sibilities he was to assumed after the transition and I can assure you the United
States Navy can take great pride in the contribuMons he made to his country
during this most unique moment in American history.

It is my hope that this will be incorporated in his service record to more fully
explain the background on the well deserved award of the Presidential Service
Badge.

¥

Sincerely,

+ 7/ JohnO. Marsh, Jr. /
/ Counsellor to the President '

The Honorable J. William Middendorf
Secretary of the Navy
Washington, D. C. 20350






the annual rent to GSA for office space must also be
appropriated for the former President. This year rent
for Mr. Nixon was waived, but it would have been in
excess of $70,000. Under the GAO bill, total annual
appropriations for former Presidents may well be a
politically unattractive amount.











































































































































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 17, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:  RUSS ROURKE
FROM: BARRY ROTH J_
S UBJECT: GAQO Draft Transition Report

]

Pursuant to your request, I offer the following comments on
the draft GAO Transition Report:

1.

Page 12, line 7 -~ Neither Rose Woods nor Marge Acker
assisted this office with the tape recordings., Therefore,
""and tapes' should be deleted.

Page 12, second full paragraph -- WHCA remained at
San Clemente to support the Secret Service as well as
Mr. Nixon.

Page 17, second full paragraph -- The Court order names
Buchen and not the President. I suggest that this be
changed to read '"in the custody and control of the Counsel
to the President, the Administrator and the Director of
the United States Secret Service."



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BARRY ROTH -

FROM: BILL GULLEY

SUBJECT: GAO Report on Presidential Transitions
. NN

I have read the attached proposal and do not disagree with any of the
remarks or recommendations. However, if it is the intent of this
report to be as all encompassing as possible, I would like to submit

a few comments on subjects that caused considerable problems during
both the Johnson/Nixon transition and the Nixon/Ford transition.
Some are minor, but they did cause considerable heartburn to the
principals involved.

My comments are attached.
n] 1325
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Communications

Although GAO covers communications in their proposal, I
would like to submit a little history that affects this.

From the time Lyndon Johnson left office until six months
after his death, there was a 24-hour switchboard at the LBJ Ranch
manned by 12 White House Communications Agency personnel, at
the supposed request of the Secret Service. This was in addition
to the telephone service funded by GSA. For obvious‘i"':aasons, the
Secret Service chose not to request this type of support for President
Nixon.

In view of this, when addressing communications, I think
thke total support package should be looked at, including that to be

provided for support personnel, including the Secret Service.

Department of Defense Medical Support

President Johnson was provided medical support for himself
and Mrs. Johnson on a "in-patient' and '"out-patient'' care basis
from Brooke Army Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. In addition,
he was provided a medical officer on a full time basis from the
day he left office. This was continued after his death for the
convenience of Mrs. Johnson until 30 June 1975. Here again,
this was provided at the request of the Secret Service.

Not transition, but dealing with former President's, President

Truman had six full-time corpsmen assigned to him during the last



-2-
year of his life. He was also provided DoD medical care during his
travels, as a former President. In the cage of President Nixon,
DoD has verbally said they will provide medical services on an
"in-patient'' care basis for both the President and Mrs. Nixon.
However, 'out-patient'' care DoD feels, could only be provided
if requested by the Secret Service. Again it being unpopular,
Secret Service chose not to request this service, As a consequence,
it was necessary for this authorization to come from thg President's
office. It is presently being provided as long as the need is

verified by President Nixon's personal physician.

Department of Defense Aircraft Support

When President Johnson announced he would not be a candidate
in March of 1968, he directed certain cargo be transported via DoD
aircraft for storage in Texas. Later, much of this was and is
displayed in that Presidential Library.

He also directed that two aircraft be assigned to Bergstrom
AFB, Texas, where he had pre-emptive rights for their use. In
addition, a helicopter was provided to Lyndon Johnson to haul him
to and from the LLBJ Ranch to his office. He also was given
carte blanche in his request for other military aircraft by calling
the Military Assistant's Office in Washington, D, C. Additionally,
he had the personal acquaintance of senior Air Force officers who

provided him aircraft on his individual request of them.



-3-

We also furnished aircraft to former President's Eisenhower
and Truman for transportation that did not include political
participation.

I do not know what will happen when President Nixon requests

DoD aircraft support, however, it is certainly forthcoming.

Other Department of Defense Support Items

N
Other items of DoD support for President Yohnson included

commissary privileges, Post Exchange (PX) privileges, and the

use of DoD recreational facilities - all provided at the request of

the Secret Service, who chose not to do this for President Nixon.

Miscellaneous

It was also noted that the Office for Former President's,

provided by the White House, is not addressed in this report.

Summation
I believe that all of the above mentioned DoD support activities
should be spelled out as to what will be provided, not at the whim
of a local military commander or the Secret Service, but included
in a law that will be equal to all former President's and their

families.















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 17, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: VICTOR L. LOWE

FROM: JACK MARSH

Reference to your letter of August 27, 1975 concerping your request
for comments on your draft report on Presidential transitions.

I have circulated your report to various offices here at the White
House. At Tab A, I have attached the comments of Barry Roth

in the Office of the White House General Counsel.

At Tab B I have attached the comments of Mr. Warren J. ("'Bill")
Gulley, Deputy to the Military Assistant to the President.

I have no factual corrections to make over and above those noted in
the attachments.



TAB A

-
£



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 17, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE
FROM: BARRY ROTH JZ_
S UBJECT: ' GAOQO Draft Transition Report

. u‘.\
Pursuant to your request, I offer the following comments on
the draft GAO Transition Report:

1. Page 12, line 7 -- Neither Rose Woods nor Marge Acker
assisted this office with the tape recordings. Therefore,
"and tapes'' should be deleted.

2. Page 12, second full paragraph -- WHCA remained at
San Clemente to support the Secret Service as well as
Mr. Nixon.

3. Page 17, second full paragraph -- The Court order names
Buchen and not the President. I suggest that this be
changed to read '"in the custody and control of the Counsel
to the President, the Administrator and the Director of
the United States Secret Service."



TAB B
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MENMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BARRY ROTH 7
FROM: BILL, GULLEYgg/ 3
SUBJECT: GAO Report on Presidential Transitions

I have read the attached proposal and do not disa.gz;ee with any of the
remarks or recommendations. However, if it is Yhe intent of this
report to be as all encompassing as possible, I would like to submit

a few comments on subjects that caused considerable problems during
both the Johnson/Nixon transition and the Nixon/Ford transition.
Some are minor, but they did cause considerable heartburn to the
principals involved.

My comments are attached.
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Communications

Although GAO covers communications in their proposal, I
would like to submit a little history that affects this.

From the time Lyndon Johnson left office until six months
after his death, there was a 24-hour switchboard at the LBJ Ranch
manned by 12 White House Communications Agency personnel, at
the supposed request of the Secret Service. This was in addition

Ay
to the telephone service funded by GSA. For obvious reasons, the

Secret Service chose not to request this type of support for President
Nixon.
In view of this, when addressing communications, I think

the total support package should be looked at, including that to be

provided for support personnel, including the Secret Service.

Department of Defense Medical Support

President Johnson was provided medical support for himself
and Mrs. Johnson on a "in-patient' and ""out-patient'' care basis
from Brooke Army Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. In addition,
he was provided a medical officer on a full time basis from the
day he left office. This was continued after his death for the
convenience of Mrs. Johnson until 30 June 1975. Here again,
this wnas provided at the request of the Secret Service.

Not transition, but dealing with former President's, President

Truman had six full-time corpsmen assigned to him during the last



. 2.
year of his life. He was also provided DoD medical care during his
travels, as a former President. In the cage of President Nixon,
DoD has verbally said they will provide medical services on an
"in-patient" care basis for both the President and Mrs. Nixon.
However, 'out-patient'" care DoD feels, could only be provided

if requested by the Secret Service. Again it being unpopular,

Secret Service chose not to request this service. As a consequence,
it was necessary for this authorization to come from the President's

S
office. It is presently being provided as long as the need is

verified by President Nixon's personél physician.

Department of Defense Aircraft Support’

When President Johnson announced he would not be a candidate
in March of 1968, he directed certain cargo be transported via DoD
aircraft for storage in Texas. Later, much of this was and is
displayed in that Presidential Library.

He also directed that two aircraft be assigned to Bergstrom
AFB, Texas, where he had pre-emptive rights for their use. In
addition, a helicopter was provided to Lyndon Johnson to haul him
to and from the LBJ Ranch to his office. He also was given
carte blanche in his request for other military aircraft by calling
the Military Assistant's Office in Washington, D.C. Additionally,

e had the perscnal acquaintance of senior Air Force officers who

provided him aircraft on his individual request of them.
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We also furnished aircraft to former President's Eisenhower
and Truman for transportation that did not include political
participation.

I do not know what will happen when President Nixon requests

DoD aircraft support, however, it is certainly forthcoming.

Other Department of Defense Support Items

Other items of DoD support for President Johnson included

. WY
commissary privileges, Post Exchange (PX) privileges, and the

use of DoD recreational facilities - all provided at the request of

the Secret Service, who chose not to do this for President Nixon.

Miscellaneous

It was also noted that the Office for Former President's,

provided by the White House, is not addressed in this report.

Summation
I believe that all of the above mentioned DoD supéort activities
should be spelled out as to what will be provided, not at the whim
of a local military commander or the Secret Service, but included
in a law that will be equal t‘o all former President's and their

families.





