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The First Familv and Christmas Memories

by Charles Peterson

COVER BY PETER SOUTHWICK



Washington Post
Sunday, December 21, 1975
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Q. Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan—are both of
these politicians millionaires?—Sue Roberts, Alexan-
dria, Va.

A. Reagan is a millionaire. Ford is not.

Q. Isn’t playwright Tennessee Williams capitalizing
on his homosexuality now that it's become so fash-
ionable to be gay?—_Elaine Rich, New Orleans.

A. Tennessee Williams, whose “Memoirs” was re-
cently published, explains, “I never considered my
homosexuality as anything to be disguised. Neither
did | consider it a matter to be overemphasized. |
consider it an accident of nature.”

Q. Now that some of the smoke has cleared, what
is the real resison President Ford fired James Schles-

inger, his ex-Secretary of Defense?—Steven Deutsch,

Los Angeles.

A. One truth is that Ford never liked Schlesinger.

Schlesinger gets along beautifully with birds, but as

regards humans, he declines frequently to descend
from his high perch Reportedly Ford found Schles-
inger professorial, arrogant, pompous, argumenta-
tive, pedantic, and pejorative. Schlesinger is by back-
ground an intellectual, Ford a politican. In firing
Schlesinger, Ford fired one of the two best minds in
his Cabinet and Kissinger’s leading Cabinet antago-
nist. Ford finds Kissinger’s personality agreeable. Ford
is attracted to agreeable personalities, which is why
he named George Bush to replace William Colby.as
Director of Intelligence. -

. How good are the
Sunoes of a Hubert
Humphrey-Jimmy Carter
Democratic  ticket for
19762—F. Sande, Eugene.
Oreg.

A. At this writing, Hun:—

and Carter seem to
e
is still far too early to tell.
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