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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 21, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: JIM CONNOR 

Attached is a memorandum from Da'\eMathews 
concerning Bicentennial. I think it might be 
something you might like to address at the 
Task Force meeting tomorrow. 

encl. 



THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

WASHINGTON, D.C.20201 

JAN 19 1976 

NOTE FOR DR. JAMES E. CONNOR 

Jim: 

It occurs to me that you could help all of us in the 
Cabinet if we could get some guidance on any plans that 
the Executive Branch might have for Bicentennial cele­
brations here in Washington on the 4th of July. Perhaps 
we could devote a few minutes on this subject at the 
Cabinet meeting, or perhaps you could devise a less 
formal mechanism that might focus on this issue. 

Congress has decided to celebrate the Bicentennial on 
July 2 here in Washington and then go out to be with the 
people on the 4th. If we are going to follow that general 
outline in the Executive Branch, it would be helpful to 
know that that was the case because I, and I am sure this 
is true for all of the others, have invitations to speak 
elsewhere on the 4th and, of course, if they are plans 
that would make it more useful if we were here in Washington, 
we would all want to do that. 

With all good wishes, 

l 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 15, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

JOHN 0. MARSH, JR. 

BICENTENNIAL EVENTS FOR JULY 4TH 
WEEKEND IN D.C. 

Following is a compilation of the known major Bicentennial 
events either now scheduled or being planned for the 
Washington, D.C. area during the July 4th Weekend. 

NATIONAL HERITAGE DAY 

Date: July 3 

Event: Flag raising ceremony 

Location: Washington Monument 

Sponsor: 11 Honor America 11 

Participants: Young representatives from each state. 

NATION DAY OF SERVICE 

Date: July 3, 4 (July 5 possibly) 

Event: Liturgy/Festival Concerts/Open House 

Location: Washington Cathedral 

Sponsor: Washington Cathedral 

Participants: General Public 
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FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN FOLKLIFE 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

FREEDOM TRAIN 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

An ongoing event 

Designed to present art, music, dance, 
food and stories of our people and their 
heritage - participation of some 40 
nations expected in addition to various 
American groups. 

The Mall 

Smithsonian Institution 

June 30 - July 5 

The Freedom Train on Display 

Not yet determined 

American Freedom Train Foundation 

CENTENNIAL SAFE 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3 or 4 

The opening of the Centennial Safe and 
display of contents. There is a proposal 
also to place items from Bicentennial in 
safe and seal for another 100 years. 

U.S. Capitol 

Congress of United States 

SALUTE TO THE STATES 

Date: July 3 (tentative) 

Event: A musical salute to our 50 states 

Location: Wolf Trap Farm 
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11 HONOR AMERICA 11 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3 {9:00P.M.) 

A gala variety program, The Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir and Or. Billy Graham 
have already been committed. National 
TV coverage expected. 

The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

"Honor America 11 
- J. Willard Marriott 

THE NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM 

Date: 

Event: 

Sponsor: 

July 3, 4 or 5 

The opening of the new Air and Space 
Museum at the Smithsonian Institution. 

The Smithsonian Institution 

RINGING ALL THE BELLS IN THE NATION 1 S CAPITOL 

Date: 

Event: 

Sponsor: 

July 4 {2:00P.M.) 

All bells in the city and area to be rung 
at one time. This is in conjunction with 
a national program. 
11 Happy Birthday - USA 11 

NATIONAL VISITOR CENTER 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 4 

Opening of the National Visitor Center 
at the Union Station. A welcome area 
for visitors with theater and audio­
visual presentations. 

The Union Station, Washington, D.C. 

National Park Service 
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NATIONWIDE BICENTENNIAL INFORMATION CENTER 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

Ongoing 

A visitors center in the downtown area 
of Washington containing a variety of 
informational services plus the display 
of Bicentennial Gifts which have been 
given to the nation. 

The Great Hall, Commerce Building, E 
Street between 14th and 15th Streets, NW. 

National Capitol Park Service and ARBA 

SOUND AND LIGHT SHOW 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

Ongoing from May 

A Sound and light Panorama to be put on 
each evening throughout the summer. 

Mount Vernon 

The Government of France (A Bicentennial 
Gift) 

NATIONAL PAGEANT OF FREEDOM/SALUTE TO THE AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 4 (Evening) 

A combination of speechs, pageantry and 
fireworks. 

The Capitol and the Washington Monument 

11 Happy Birthday - USA 11 
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THE AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL GRAND PARADE 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 5 (12:00 noon) 

A gala parade with the theme, "A Nation 
of Nations." 

Constitution and Independence Avenues 
(Route to be determined) 

"Happy Birthday - USA" 

WHITE HOUSE VISITOR PROGRAM 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

March through September 

Area for visitors to the White House 
where they can pick up advance tickets 
and be entertained. Bleacher seats and 
entertainment stage for various performing 
groups. 

The Ellipse 

DISPLAY OF DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND CONSTITUTION 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3, 4 or 5 

A formal presentation of the Declaration 
of Independence and The Constitution with 
appropriate ceremonies conducted by the 
three branches of government. 

The National Archives 

The Archivist 



~HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

White House Bicenten.nial Task Force Mtg. 
Thursday, March 18, 1976 "}1 39 f'· m. 
Roosevelt Room "~-'~1 S"t/ 
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NATIONAL HERITAGE DAY 

Date: July 3 

Event: Flag raising ceremony 

Location: - Washington tl.onument 

Sponsor: "Honor America" · 

Participants: Young representatives from each state. 

AATIOt• DAY OF SERVICE 

Data: 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

July J. 4 (July 5 possibly) 

liturgy/Festival Concerts/Open House 

Washington Cathedral 

Washington Cathedral 

Participants: General Public 
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FESTIVAl OF AMERICAN FOLKLIFE 

Date: 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

FREEDOM TRAIN 

Date: 

Event: 

location: 

An ongoing event 

Designed to present art, music, dance, 
food and stories of our people and thetr 
heritage ~ participation of some 40 
nations expected in addition to various 
American groups. 

liheMall 

Smithsonian Institution 

June 30 - July S 

The Freedom Train on Display 

Not yet determined 

American Freedom Train Foundation 

CEHTEHNIAl SAFE 

Date: July 3 or 4 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

The opening of the Centennial safe and 
display of contents. There 1s a proposal 
also ·to placa items from Bicentennial 1n 
safe and seal for another 100 years. 

u.s. Capitol 
' 

Congress of United States 

SAUTTE TO THE STATES 

Date: July 3 (tentative) 

Event: A musical salute to our 50 states 

location: Wolf Tra~ Farm 
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11 HONOR AMERICA" 

Date: 

Evettt: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3 (9:00 P.M.) 

A gala variety program, The Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir and Or. Billy Graham 
have already been committed • . National 
TV coverage expected. 

The Ken~ Center for the Performing Arts 

"Honor America" - J. Willard Marriott 

THE NATIONAL AIR AHD SPACE ~rusEUM 

Data: 

Event: 

Sponsor: 

July 3, 4 or 5 

The opening of the new A1r and Space 
Museum at the Smithsonian Institution. 

The Smrtthsonfan Institution 

RINGING ALl THE BELLS IN THE NATIOH•s CAPITOL 

Date: 

Event: · 

Sponsor: 

July 4 (2:00 P.M.) 

All bells 1n the city and area to be rung 
at one time. This 1s in conjunction w1th 
a n•t1onal program~ 

"Happy Birthday - usA• 

HATIORAL VISITOR CENTER 

. Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 4 

Opening of the National Vis1
1
tor Center 

at the Union Station. A welcome area 
for visitors with theater. and audio­
visual presentations. 

The Union Station. \~ash1ngton, D.C. 

National Park Serv1ce 
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NATIONWIDE BICENTENNIAl INFORMATION CErrrER 

Date: Ongoing 

Event: 

location: 

Sponso~: 

A visitors center 1n the downtown area 
of Washington containing a variety of 
informational services plus the display 
of Bicentennial Gifts which have been 
given to the nation. 

The Great Hall, Commerce Building, E ·­
Street between 14th and 15th Streets, NW. 

National Capitol Park Service and ARBA 

SOUND AMD liGHT SHOW 

Date: 

Event: 

locatton: 

Sponsor: 

Ongoing from May 

A Sound and light Panorama to be put on 
each evening throU9hotit the surrmer. 

Mount Vernon 

The Government of France (A Bt centenni a 1 
G11't) ._ 

NATIONAl PAGEANT OF FREEOOM/SAlUTE TO THE AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 4 (Evening) 

A conil1nat1on of speeehs, pageantry and 
fireworks. 

The Capitol and the Uashington fok)nttnent 

"Happy Birthday - USA~ 

'I 
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THE A~RICAH BICENTENNIAl GRAND PARADE 

Date: 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

July 5 (12:00 noon) 

A gala parade with the theme. "A Nation 
of Nations." 

Constitution and Independence Avenues 
(Route to be determined) 

•Happy Birthday - USA" 

WHITE HOUSE VISITOR PROGRAM 

Date: 

Event: 

LOC4t1on: 

March through Septeni>er 

Area for visitors to the White House 
where they can pick up advance tickets 
and be entertained. Bleacher seats and 
entertainment stage for various performing 
groups. 

The Ellipse 

DISPlAY OF MCLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND . CONSTinTTIOH . 

Date: July 3. 4 or 5 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

A fomal presentation of the Declaration 
of I ndependenee and the Cons t1 tuti on w1 th 
appropriate ceremonies conducted b_y the 
three branches of §overrtmeftt. 

I 

The National Archives 

The Archivist 

-· .. ...... 



March 18, 1976 

BICENTENNIAL INVITATIONS 

-~---

Halifax Day, commemoration of signing of Halifax Resolves Halifax, N. Carolina April 12 

Jefferson Birthday Celebration at Jefferson Memorial Washington April 13 

Daughters of the American Revolution Continental Congress Washington April 19 

Louisiana State University Bicentennial Convocation Baton Rouge April 30 

Re-enactme.nt of George Washi.ngton 1s Inaugural Trip Trenton, N. Jersey April 30 -May 1 

Founders Day Commemoration at Washington Monument Washington April 30 

Wayne County Michigan Bicentennial Para!le Detroit May 2 

Bicentennial Parade of American Music -Michigan Day Kennedy Center May 12 

All Service Bicentennial Military Ball Chicago May 15 



BICENTENNIAL INVITATIONS - 2 

EVENT 

Visit of French President Giscard d 1Estaing 

Synagogue Council of America 1 s Bicentennial Commemoration 
ofF reedom of Religion in America, Touro Synagogue 

Newport, New Hampshire Bicentennial Celebration 

Lewis and Clark Memorial Statue 

Flag Day celeb ration in Manassas, Virginia 

Flag Day at Stoney Hill (first Flag Day in US) 

George Rogers Clark Visitors Center 

Grand Rapids Bicentennial and Sesquicentennial Celebration 

Minnesota Bicentennial Freedom Festival 

Detroit-Windsor (Canada) International Freed om Festival 

Ceremony at the National Archives 

Dedication of National Air a.nd Space Museum 

Honor American Celebration (Medal of Freedom awards) 

Naturalization Ceremony at Montie e llo 

Valley Forge National Historical Park 

International Naval Review (OP SAIL) . 

LOCATION 

Washington 
Mt. Vernon 

DATE 

May 17-20 

Newport, Rhode Island May 24 

Newport, N.H. June, July, August 

Fort Benton, Mont. June 13 

Manassas, Va. June 14 

Fredonia, Wis. Ju.he 14 

Vincen.nes, Ind. June 19 

Grand Rapids, June 25-26 

Minneapolis June 26 

Detroit June 28 thru July 6 

Washington July 2,3,4 

Washington July 1-

Kennedy Center July 3 

Monticello, Va. July 4 

Valley Forge, Pa. July 4 

New York Harbor July 4 



BICENTENNIAL INVITATIONS - 3 

EVENT 

State Visit of Queen Elizabeth II 

Rapids City Bicentennial Event at Mt. Rushmore 

White House Bicentennial Reception for the Diplomatic Corps 

Dedicatio.n of International Forest of Friendship 

Dayton Air Fair, Ohio's largest Bicentennial event 

Bicentennial: Prospects for Wo.men (Business and Professional 
Women's Club meeting) 

Jackson County Indiana Bicentennial Festival 

Colorado State Fair 

Boulder City Bicentennial Committee Hoover Dam ceremony 

Springfield Illinois Bicentennial Committee Lincoln Home 
Visitors Center 

LOCATION 

Washington etal 

North Dakota 

White House 

Atchison, Kansas 

Dayton, Ohio 

Denver 

Seymour, Ind. 

Denver 

B ou ld e r City, Nev. 

Springfield, Ill. 

DATE 

July 7-11 

July 13-14-15 

July 20 

July 24 

July 24-25 

July 25 

August 13, 14,15 

August 28- Sept. 6 

September or October 

October 



BICENTENNIAL SCHEDULE PROPOSALS NOW ON FILE 
March 18, 1976 

DATE OF EVENT 

Between 
Mar 19 & Apr 15 

Mar 22 

Apr 5 

Apr 13 

Apr 30 

May 15 

Sat. or Sun. 
following 
Easter Sun. 

May 23 

May 23 

LOCATION 

Oval Office 

Oval Office 

White House 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Rome, N.Y. 

Valley Forge 

Fort Lee, N.J. 

EVENT 

To announce publication 
of The States and the Nation: 
Bicentennial Histories and to 
receive the first 3 copies. 

To meet with winner of Jack 
Anderson "Slogans U.S._=\. 
Contest". 

Greet participants of the 
Hugh O'Brian Youth Founda­
tion during or following 
tour. 

Birthday Commemoration for 
Thomas Jefferson - ceremonies 
at Jefferson Memorial. 

"Founders Day'' commemora­
tion - ceremonies at 
Washington Monument. 

Rededication of Fort 
Stanwyx. 

"Ballad of Valley Forge" -
special commemorative 
ceremonies. 

Dedication of Historic park. 

Old Presbyterian Remembrance and Thanksgiving 
Meeting House, service at Tomb of Unknown 
Alexandria, Va. Soldier of Revolutionary War. 

Wichita, Kansas Dedipation of Mid-k~erica 
All-Indian Center. 

Newport, ? . . I. Synagogue Council of .-.._-:terica 
Bicentennial Observance at 
Touro Synagogue, ~e~port,R.I. 
Nat'l Shrine coupled ~ith 
Bicentennial event at '::'rinity 
Church there. 



Between 
Jun 14 & Jul 18 

Jul 2, 3, 4 

Jul 3 

Jul 3 

Jul 3, 4 or 5 

Jul 6 
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Sylvan Theatre 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Concert Hall 
Kennedy Center 

D.C. 

Cincinnati,Oh. 

Visit "Great America 
on the Mall" - A musical 
Bicentennial commemoration. 

Declaration of Independence 
ceremonies at National 
Archives. 

"Honor America" program at 
Kennedy Center. 

Medals of Freedom to selected 
individuals. 

Dedication of Smithsonian 
new Air and Space Museum 
building. 

Dedication of "Yeatman's 
Cove Park". 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

March 17, 1976 

JACK MARSH 

RUSSROURKY 

Paul Brockm.an, member of COG (and a representative on 
Dick Hite 1s White House Task Force), called re request for 
assistance from you in connection with funding request for 
emergency police and fire services in connection with bicen­
tennial tourist influx. 

Brockman has already been around the horn on this with Dick 
Hite, Milt Mitler, et al. 

Brockman indicated that OMB is presently considering an 
Emergency Supplemental (to D. C. Appropriations bill) request 
for $2.75 million. Paul O'Neill has the actual paper. Brockman 
contends that "unless pressure is applied, there will be no action''• 

I checked this matter out with Alan Kranowitz today. The request 
is for approximately $3 million instead of the $2. 75 suggested by 
Brockman. More importantly, however, the monies will be used 
only for the District of Columbia. No funds can be applied 
to surrounding jurisdictions. I am sure that this will come as 
a disappointment to Brockman. 

FYI, Brockman made some veiled, albeit diplomatic1 threats 
re sharp political reactions from Washington area Members of 
Congress in the event funds for "surrounding jurisdictions were 
not included in the supplemental". 

P. S. Paul, anything you can do to help expedite final decision 
on the above would be appreciated. 

cc: PO'Neill 
MMitler 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 17, 1976 

FROM: 

JACK MARSH 

RUSS ROURK~ 
MEMORANDUM TO: 

Jack, I spoke w1th Milt re Susan Porter's action and the 
Jefferson Memorial event. Since there are now approximately 
three separate suggestions re Jefferson, I have asked Milt 
to calendar this item for discussion at our Wbite House Bicen­
tennial Task Force meeting on Thursday, March 18. 



, 
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NATI~~ HERITAGE DAY 

Date: July 3 

Event: Flag raising ceremony 

· location: Washington ~1onument 

Sponsor: "Honor A.'ner1ca 11 

Partic1pants: Young repres~ntat1ves from each state. 

NATION O.t..Y OF SERVICE 

Oate: 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3. 4 {July 5 possibly) 

l1turgy/Festiva1 Concerts/Open House 

Washington Cathedral 

Washington Cathedral 

Part1cip.ants: General Public 
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FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN FOLKLIFE 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

FREEDOM TRAIN 

Date: 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

An ongoing event 

Designed to present art~ music, dance, 
food and stories of our people and their 
heritage - participation of some 40 
nations expected in addition to various 
American groups. 

lihe r-tal1 

Smithsonian Institution 

June 30 - July 5 

The Freedom Train on Display 

Not yet detenni ned 

American Freedom Train Foundation 
\ 

catTEHNIAl SAFE 

Data: . 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3 or 4 

The opening of the Centennial Safe and 
display of contents. There 1s a proposal 
also to place it~ from Bicentennial in 
safe and seal for another 100 year!. 

U.S .. Capitol 

Congress of United States 

SALUTE TO THE STATES 'I 

Date: July 3 (tentative) 

Event: A musical salute to our 50 states . 
Location: Hol f Trap Fa rm 
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Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3 (9:00 P.M.) 

A ga 1 a va r1 ety program, The Mannon 
Tabernacle Chotr and Dr. Billy Grah~ 
have already been committed. National 
TV coverage expected. 

The Kennedy Center for ·the Performing Arts 

"Honor AmericaN - J. Willard Marriott 

THE NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE ~1USEUM 

Date: 

Event: 

Sponsor: 

July 3, 4 or 5 

The opening of the new Air and Space 
Museum at the Smithsonian Institution. 

Tbe Smrtthsonfan Institution 

RINGING All THE BELLS IN THE NATtON•s CAPITOl 

Date: July 4 (2:00 P.M.) 

Event: 

Sponsor: 

All bells in the e1ty and area to be rung 
at one time. This 1s in conjunction with 
a national prograa. 

"Happy Birthday - USA• 

HATIOHAL VISITOR cafTER 

Oat&: July 4 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

Qpenfng of the National Visitor Center 
at the Union Statton. A welcome area 
for v1s1tors with theater and audio­
visual presentations. 

The Unfon Station, Washington, D.C. 

~~a tf on a 1 Park Servt ce 

I 
r 
I 

I 
l 
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NATIONWIDE BIC£NTEMNIAl INFORMATION CErtTER 

Date: Ongo1 ng 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

A visitors center in the downtown area 
of Washington containing a variety of . 
informational services plus the display 
of Bicentennial Gifts which have been 
given to the nation. 

The Great Hall, Commerce Building, E 
Street between 14th and 15th Streets, NW. 

National Capitol Park Service and ARBA 

SOUND AND LIGHT SHOW . 

Date: 

Event: 

location: 

Sponsor: 

Ongoing from May 

A Sound and l1ght Panorama to be put on · 
each event ng throughout the s1..111ner. 

Mount Vernon 

The Government of France (A Bfeentennial 
Gift) 

NATIONAl PAGEANT OF FREEDOM/SALUTE TO THE AMERICAN BICEHTENHIAL 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 4 (Evening) 

A comb1 nation of speechs, pageantry and 
fireworks. 

The Capitol and the Washington Monument 

"Happy Birthday - USAn 
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THE A~RICAN BICENTENNIAL GRAND PARAO£ 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 5 (12:00 noon) 

A gala parade with the theme, "A Nation 
of Nations." . 

Constitution and Independence Avenues 
(Route to be determined) 

•Happy Birthday - USAM 

WHITE HOUSE VISITOR PROGRAM 

Date: 

Event: 

location: 

. March through Septeni>er 

Area for visitors to the Whtte House 
where they can pick up advance tickets 
and be entertained. Bleacher seats and 
entertainment stage for various performing 
groups. 

The Ellipse 

DISPLAY OF DECLARATIOM OF INDEPENDENCE AND CONSTinn'tmt 

Date: 

Event: 

Location: 

Sponsor: 

July 3. 4 or 5 

A formal presentation of the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution with 
appropriate ceremonies conducted by the 
three branches of government. 

The National Archives 

The Archivist 

. I 



AGENDA 

WHITE HOUSE BICENTENNIAL TASK FORCE 

Thursday, March 18, 1976 

4: 15 p.m. 

Roosevelt Room 

Jefferson Memorial Speech 

Down range Presidential Bicentennial Events/ 
(list of those events) 

Public Speeches and Statements / 
{set out list) 

President d'Estaing Visit / 

Fourth of July Weekend 

D. C. Visitations 

Emergency Supplemental to D. C. Appropriations 
Bill {police and fire services) 

White House gates 
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