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Around the walls inside the Church are impressive memorial tab­
lets to some of Trinity's parishioners fr<;>m the founding of the Parish· 
to the present day. The largest (above) is the Belmont stone, which . 
was carved in Italy out of Carrara Marble. Gabriel Bemon left) 
was a Huguenot who had fled from persecution in France, and he wa.s 
the first to sign Trinity's petition in. 1699 for a "settled" priest. The 
Perry brothers (below) were both baptized from the Kay bowl in 1795. 
Matthew "opened" Japan to western trade and introduced steam to the 
U.S. Navy; while Oliver was the hero of the great victory in the Battle 
of Lake Erie in 1813. . . 
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The variety to be found 
in the memorials at Trinity 
Church can be seen on this 
page. · The Rev. Marmaduke 
Brown (below, left) was Rec­
tor of the Church shortly be­
fore the Revolution. Georgina 
Pell (below,-center, died at the 
tender age of sixteen. Godfrey 
Malbone (below, right) was 
a vestryman . who had a large 
country mansion on a hill over­
looking Newport, where he en­
tertained his friend, George 
Washington; his remains are 
buried under his pew. The 
window in memory of Cornel­
ius Vanderbilt (right) · is said 
to be one of the ·finest . exam­
ples of Tiffany glass. 



(Above) The massive oak 
beams above Trinity's ceiling 
were expertly designed to with­
stand the stresses imposed by 
high winds. EaCh joint ·was 
carefully mortised and pegged. 
The rope in the foreground . 
holds up one of the brass chan;. 
deliers. 

(Right) This flight of stairs is 
one of eight that wind their 
way up through the Church's 
tower, past the organ, the clock 
and the nine bells, until they 
reach the topmost window in 
the steeple. 
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Trinity Church has frequently been the subject of artists. hi 1967 ; 
the Church was chosen to be the first American building to be depicted . , 
on a W edgwood medallion (above). The' medallion was designed by 
Newport artist William B. Hoyt. The three tiles (below) date from 
the late nineteenth century, and show the Church as it was then, with 
windows tightly shuttered and the Chancel painted in garish colors. , . · · 
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The Rev. James Honyman (portrait above) arrived in 1704 to be 
Trinity's third rector. He devoted his whole ministry to this Parish 
until his death in I 750. Under his leadership the Parish outgrew its 
first building arid built the present magnificent Church. in 1725-26. 
Honyman was a close friend of Dean Berkeley while. the latter stayed 
in Newport. He lived at the bottom of Church Street in a house that 
was recently destroyed by fire, and was buried in the Churchyard. 
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Honyman Hall, the Parish House next to the Church, was named 
rter the Rev. James Honyman, and contains many of the Parish's 
·easures, including a lithograph showing Newport Harbor· in· 17 40 
above); Trinity's steeple can be seen directly above the right-hand . · 
nd of the fort in the picture. Also in Honyman Hall is . the Queen 
.nne coat-of-arms (below) that once formed a part of the altarpiece, 
>r the British Crown had legally replaced the Pope as Head of the 
:hurch of England. The coat-of-arms was taken down following the 
vacuation of the British Army from NeWJ>?rt in ~ 779: 
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In 1729 the Rev. James Honyman received word in the middle of 
a service of the arrival . of the famous Dean of Derry; . the philosopher 
Dr. George Berkeley, and led the Congregation to the harbor to greet 
him. Berkeley . (portrait above) intended to waitJn Newport for assist­
ance in founding a college in Bermuda~ and had brought many learned 
men with him to staff the college, including the architect John James 
and the painter John Smibert. While he was here. he wrote his greatest 
work Alciphron~ After three years· of waiting in vain, he returned to 
Britain where he was made Bishop of Cloyrte in Ireland. He sent 
Trinity a gift of an organ as a token of his appreciation. He is · still 
regarded as the Anglican Church's greatest philosopher. 
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Dean Berkeley lived-in Middletown at Whitehall (above), built 
£or him in 1729, probably by. Richard Munday in consultation with 
John James. _When he returned to England, he donated it to Yale 
University~ It is _open to the p~blic during the summer. 

Among the books from Trinity's early library are these (below). 
Note the different spellings of "Rhode Island." 
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Trinity Church is undeniably beautiful when seen in varying lights 
and weather. Every evening the steeple is floodlit, providing a spectacu­
lar sight that visitors will not want to miss; Also; at five o'clock every 
ahemoon area residents are treated to a quarter-hour of hymn tunes 
played on Trinity'$ bells. · 
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BACK COVER PHOTO 

Trinity Church stands on Historic Hill in Newport, sur­
rounded by many restored Colonial houses in an area known as 
Queen Anne Square. Trinity's is a living Parish with Servires 
held every Sunday and on special occasions throughout the year, 
the Christmas Eve service being one of the more notable. For 
additional information, please telephone the Parish office 
( 401-846-0660). 

We hope that you have enjoyed yourvisit to historic Trinity 
Church, and that you will be able to visit us again in the near 
future. 
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