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JAMES G. McCANN, JR. MRS. VIRGINIA W. SHERMAN

CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRMAN

September 3, 1974

Honorable John O. Marsh, Jr., Counselor to the President >
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mr. Marsh:

May I congratulate you on your appointment as Counselor to
President Ford, and I wish you much success in your new assignment.
It is comforting to know that a Virginia gentleman, who has served
on the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission, is now an
Advisor to the President. You'll not remember the brief chat we
had after the Bicentennial luncheon at the Rayburn Building in
August 1966 when you were the guest speaker, but I recall that you
said that you had a warm feeling for the Northern Neck because your
Marsh ancestors had originally settled in Northumberland county.

From the above heading you can see that I'm still active in
Bicentennial programs. Recently I was appointed by the Westmoreland
County Board of Supervisors to represent the County in contacting
Federal, State and private agencies to secure assistance for the
County's prime Bicentennial project, which is the development of the
President James Monroe birthplace site, here in the County, as a
National Historic Shrine. The Westmoreland County government now owns
about 70 acres, including the house site, of the original Monroe
plantation. Through State and County funds the Monroe house site will
be excavated by archaeologists within the coming year to stabilize the
site and retrieve any Monroe artifacts for posterity.

As you know George Waéhington and James Monroe, both born in
Westmoreland County, were the only two Presidents of the United States
who served as officers in the Revolutionary War. The Federal Government
has given so much recognition to General George Washington and in
contrast James Monroe has so far been neglected by the Government.
Ehereﬁexayxasmatsmﬁicentenn1al»gtftatamthevﬂatron?mWestmorelandwcount&
rsmﬁésirbugﬁwﬁmdée&ﬁ{ﬁﬁ?fﬁéil3’Tﬁ€“Mbnroe property—to-the Eederal ==
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Honorable John O. Marsh, Jr., Counselor to the President
September 3, 1974
Page 2

Furthermore, Westmoreland County appeals to you for your valuable
assistance in making the necessary contact with the Secretary of
)the Interior, Honorable Rogers Morton, and to present to him the
need for his Department to accept the gift of the Monroe -r--erty.
$M‘W“.“a OTAT Y AL e drth ol L= Woukd-— Rf‘!sfm -
L0 3 -m- .-?HM m ot “2‘ SADY =
=E&S¥§uannixarsa SATOe \

Of course the County Bicentennial Commission would plan an
appropriate ceremony for this historic occasion and the County
would be greatly honored if President Ford, Secretary Kissinger,
Secretary Morton and yourself would attend and be participants
in the transfer program. We do appreciate any assistance you
can give us and trust that our proposals will be favorable
received by you, the White House and Cabinet members,

I'ii—pe=piad {o_mmeet-w you.in. Washington-at-a-time-con enien‘t
Wit yOu__1n. 0 .@", ?ﬁﬂﬁgtﬁt-- cuss:-the County '_f* mm o
S <

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Virginia W. Sherman

Executive Vice Chairman

VWestmoreland Independence Bicentennial
Commission

VWS/r



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 18, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR, MARSH
FROM: Charley Mott
SUBJECT: Bicentennial Gift to the Nation- -

James Monroe Birthplace

The attached letter from Mrs, Virginia Sherman, Executive
Vice Chairman of the Westmoreland Independence Bicentennial
Commission, requires your attention,

Westmoreland County wishes to donate the James Monroe
birthplace property to the Federal Government as a national

historic shrine,

How do you wish to acknowledge this letter ?

What coordinating action should be taken at this point?




September 26, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: TOM LATIMER
FROM;: JOHN O. MARSH, Jr.

Attached is forwarded for your consideration.

I would suggest that it be sent to the Assistant

Secretary of Delense for Public Affairs and the
information brasch of the Department of the

Army.
Attachments



G. WIL-LIAM WHITEHURST
280 DISTRICT, VIRGIMIA

COMMITTER:

ARMED SERVICES @ﬁngtﬁﬁﬁ Ot tbs @uftﬁb & tﬂtes

R. BURNETT THOMPSON

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT %}u“gz Bt Rgptrsentaﬁbes
A24 Cannon Botning
i ‘Z'zfﬁ}smm Washington, D.E. 20515

September 19, 197k

John 0, Mersh, Jr.
Counselor to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear }I&é&/

CISTRICT OF FICES:

Foom 201, Feoeral. BuLDiNg
HorrFoLK, ViRGIniA 23310
(804) 441-6763

Room 428, Pemeroke ONE
281 INOEPENOENCE BOULEVARD

v Beacw, Vi A 23482

(804) 439-1910

Enclosed is a letter from & constituent of mine who

suggests President Ford take asction on a bicentennially

oriented project. Mr. J. T, Davis proposes reactivating

the I1 Virginia Regiment of Foot as an honorary regiment

for bicentennial events. Let me know your reaction to

this and whether it is appropriate action for the Presi-~

dent.
Best personal wishes.

Sincerely,

e~

G. WILLIAM WHITEHURST

GWWvp

« enclosure
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September 11, 1974.

The Honorable G. William Whitehurst
424 Cannon Bldg, H.0.B.
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Whitehurst:

This letter is to confirm our telephone conversation of Sep. 10
in response to my inquiry into the feasibility of having President Ford
reactivate the II Virginia Regiment of Foot as an honorary regiment
of the Continental Army (Revelutionary) for the Bicentennial.

The II Virginia Regiment of Foot was a regular line company of
the Continental Army and was composed of companies from many counties
of Southern and Western Virginia. Col. Alexander Spotswood was one
of Its more famous Regimental Commanders. The Regiment was with -
Washington at Valley Forge under Col. Spotswood and served with
distinction in the Southern Campaigns of the Comtinental Army.

‘ The II Virginia Regiment of Foot, Inc. has been established

to continue with service with distinction., The Corporation 1is a
noncprofit organization that is aimed at the furtherance of the
Bicentennial in Virginia and Nationally, where possible. . The primary
goals of this corporation are as follows: :

1. The reactivation of the II Virginia Regiment of Foot. The
Regiment will consist of voluntary companies from each city and
ciyvic organization within Tidewater and will participate in various
mock battle reinactments and civic occasions.

2, To support the Bicentennial Commissions of Tidewater and
all other civic organziations that are interested in a viable Bicen~
tenntal Programs

3, To develop historical research and education programs based
on the Bincentennial Theme for Tidewater.

4, Publize and promote programs locally and regionally that will

heighten the awareness of the populace to the Bicentennial and to promote
tourism within Tidewater during the Bicentennilal Years.

.
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I wish to thank you personally for accepting our invitation
to become an Honorary Member :of the Advisory Committee for the
Corporation., I hope you will accept various invitations to
different social and civic events as your time allows.

If the President's Administration feels our cause i worthy
of the reactivation of the Regiment, I will be more than happy
to have printed a large Certificate of Commission based upon the
original commissioning certificates issued by the Continental
Congress and the Commander in Chief.

If you wish to contact me by phone, my home phone is 855-0200
which is an unlisted number. I look foward from hearing from
youy In the near future. ‘ :

Sincerely yours,

0.0,

J. T. Davis -
President

A ]
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

19 Dec '7h
MEMO for Jack Marsh

FROM: Charley Mott

Edwin Cox, III (Maj USAR) is the
Chairman of the Richmond Independen
Blcentennial Commission, and gave

a speech recently. The attached

is his conclusion which has some
interesting quotes which may be

of Interest to you.

This may also be of Interest to
Bob Hartmann,

Regards

Chirl Mott




Your responsibility as members of the Quota Club is that you
must know the Revolution or at least understand its nature.

: Thus, for a little bit I shall speak about the nature of the
war for independence.

"It is unfortunately the common idea that the Revolution was
different from any other war, that all the people were patriots and
heroes, that the war was noble, and that there were no troubles other
than those already known, such as Valley Forge. Indeed, today many
self-styled experts are seeking headlines trying to deny the greatness
of our forebears by citing the fact (as though it was new and novel) that
the people who won us our independence were after all human. Even honest
writers make this same mistake. A noted military review says of Patton: =

\\Nor is war any longer a game. Gone forever are the
elaborate parading and showmanship that characterized
European combat in the days of Marlborough. We will
never see again the gentlemen's agreements never to .
fight after dark or in winter or the gallant offer of
the British guards at Fontenoy to let the French fire ¢

first. €-=;>>

<: Since it has become such a messy, d;éperate business, we must learn
to cherish those military techniques that can not only win but win quickly.l

The suggestion of this review, of course, is that the nature of war
is changed and that it is now horrible. Let us go back to a description of
the Indians in the 1600's and the terror which they ins Vplred remembering that
Virginians were fighting %2£:fe 1620 and Plymouth Rock unknown to Englishmen.

The feeling of horror was made intense by the noiselessness
with which the enemy moved, the care with which they hid
their tracks, the suddenness with which they appeared at
unexpected points. The wildness of the Indians' physical
aspects also added to this horror--his naked and painted
skin, his sinewey frame, as live and active as that of a
panther or a wildcat, his hawk-like eye, his scream of.
triumph which curdled the blood far more than the cry of
some fierce wild animal at midnight. The very image of

the terrible creatures stamped itself upon the imagination

like some menacing figure conjured up from the region of
devils,

From Jamestown on, wars in Virginia or involving Virginians else~-
where have been horrible. We are familiar with the hardships at Valley Forge,
but "how many are actually familiar with the fact that the sufferings were even



worse at Morristown?" Dr. Freeman cites in his life of Washington that,
"Morristown tested the mettle of our men, and of General Washington, far
more than did Valley Forge?'" The Army which spent the frigid winter of
1779-1780 at Morristown was freezing and starving and without adequate
shelter, clothing or bedding. It was also largely without pay for its
services. These conditions also were present at Valley Forge, but few
realize that there was simply misery and more of it two years later at
Morristown. :

John Stewart Mill described war and related it, or contrasted
it (whichever you will) to selfservice. His quotation written years ago
is as apt today as it was then:

War is an ugly thing but not the ugliest of things. The
decayed and degraded state of moral and patriotic feeling
which thinks nothing worth a war is worse. A man who has
nothing which he cares more about than he does his own
personal safety is a miserable creature who has no chance
of being free, unless made and kept so by the exertions of
better men than himself.

It is common when looking at history or looking at our present
situation to think that things have changed. We often think that our problems
are greater than anyone before us has suffered. James Farley put this
splendidly in perspective:

There are prophets of doom among us who dolefully report

that these are times of greatest challenge. I cannot

bring myself to believe that this generation faces greater
challenge than the Continental Army at Valley Forge, freezing
in the snow and with three major cities--Boston, New York ,
and Philadelphia-~in the hands of an invading army. 1 cannot
belieye that this generation or the ones succeeding are
likely to encounter heavier tests than our country invaded,
the White House in flames, and an American president driven
from Washington. Consider the Americans who crossed the
plains in Conestoga wagons or walked across infested jungle
paths of the Isthmus to settle our own far west. I say

that if we are not made of such stuff then we have failed

our heritage. Cértainly this is a time of challenge and

for myself I welcome it."

Now, what has happened to us. Do we have it or do we not? Of course,
we hgve it. It was exemplified by Private Richard E. Morris. February 1l4th of
1959, Private Morris was killed in action. This letter was sent home as his



last will and testament:

First of all, I want to say that I am here as a result of
my own desire. 1 am here because I have always wanted to
be a Marine and because I always wanted to see combat,.

Since I have been here, I have done my job to the best of
my ability. I have been scared many times, but I have
~also been proud an equal number of times.

I am fighting to protect and maintain what I believe in
and what I want to live in--a democratic society.

If I am killed while carrying out this mission, I want
no one to cry or mourn for me. I want people to hold
their heads high and be proud of me and the job I did.
I don't like being over here, but I am doing a job that
must be done, I am fighting an inevitable enemy that
must be fought now or later.

And thus we see that the spirit of the Revolution, and the nature
of the men who fought it, are no more patriotic and no less patriotic than we
have today, and it bears out the words of the third and fourth stanza of our
own Star Spangled Banner:

And where is that band, who so vauntingly swore.

That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion,

A home and a country should leave us no more?

Their blood has wash'd out their foul footsteps' pollution;
No refuge could save the hireling or slave

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave,

And the Star Spangled Banner in triumph doth wave

O'er the land of the free and the home of the grave.

0, thus be it ever when free men shall stand

Between their lov'd homes and the war's desolation!

Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the heav'n-rescued land
Praise the power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,

And this be our motto: 'In God is our trust.'

And the Star Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

If this be correct and if there are people today who are as patriotic
and are as heroic as our people were 200 years ago, how do we understand the
criticism today, the apparent division of our nation, the name-calling by many



of everyone else. Unfortunately such is not unique. We have gone along

in the life of our country with that same attitude. Our ambassadors to

the French during the Revolution hardly 'spoke to each other and did not
trust each other. The hardships of the Army at Valley Forge were nof made
simpler by civilians, trying to gouge the Army of all money that they could.

" The haxrd tones used then were probably as hard or harder than
those used today. There is no questicn that George Washington was respected
and revered then as he was now--by many, but certainly not by all.

After the‘Revolution, Thomas Paine fell out with Washington, and
he wrote of Washington: ‘

Treacherous in private life and a hypocrite in public life.
, The world will be puzzled to decide whether you are an
5;62%%éﬁé¢ageesée or an imposter, whether you have abandoned good
principles or whether you ever had any.

Certainly, this is not the modest, temperate statement we like to
think of as typical of gentlemanly discussion.

Once again, I would like to thank you for this opportunity to speak
to the Quota Club. I hope that the background I have set forth makes under~
standing the challenge, and the opportunity facing the Richmond Independence
Bicentennial Commission clearer. It is only through the interest of groups
such as the Quota Club that the celebration of our Independence, and the
fight which left it for us, will be successful. '

Thank you for your courteous attention.



Tebruary 3, 1975
FEB

Dear Mr. Ceoldsmith:

This 1s in response to your latter to
¥Mr, Jeck Marsh in which you invite Presideat Forxrd
to visit the Alaxaandria, Virginia Bicentemnial
Canter.

At the present tims, we are wnabls to commit
tha Fresident's schedule for Suaday, February 23.
However, your requast is under comsideration amd
I will be back in touch with you soem.

Thank you for your kind iavitation te the

President and for your isterest im the
Bicentemnial.

With best vegards.
M"

Richard H. Lukstat

Richard ®. Lukstat
Special Assistant to the

Comnsellor te the Presidemt

Mx. James W. Coldsmith

Alexandris Bicemtennisal Commission
Room 314 City Hall

Alexandria, Virginis 22314

be: «Jaek Marsh
Warren Rustand

RHL/s3d
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THE WHITE HoUSsE
WASHINGTON 1/8

TO: DICK LUKSTAD

FROM: JOHN O, MARSH, JR.

For Direct Reply
For Draft Response
For Your Information

Please Advise

The attached is forwarded to you
for appropriate handling. Thank
you,

cc: Warren Rustand

73
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“ALEXANDRIA BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
ROOM 314 CITY HALL

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
{703 5481776

December 31, 1974

Mr. Jack Marsh

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr., Marsh:

On behalf of the Alexandria Bicentennial Commission I
am writing to invite President Ford to our Bicentennial Center
at 201 South Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia. I am
sure the President is familiar with this old (1839) restored
building and much of the history that surrounds it. He may
not, however, realize that it is the first and only Bicentennial
Center to date in this country.

We feel that an appropriate date for his visit would be
Sunday;~February-23; and that this visit be combined with
services.at..Christ~Church,-Alexandria,-.at-10:30 A.M. Many
presidents have attended services at this most historic church
where George Washington served as a vestryman. It would be
well timed to have the President visit this church during the
celebration of George Washington's birthday and after the
service to proceed to the George Washington Bicentennial Center--
located two blocks from the church--to view the exhibits housed
in the Center. The exhibits are concerned with the period which
marks beginnings of Alexandria (1749) and continue through the
War of Independence (1783). I think the President would find
his time well spent.

We are anxious to hear from you about our proposal.
Naturally there will be no press until your office is ready for
such.

Best wishes for the New Year.

4Sincerely,

I

James W. COldsmith, Chairman
Alexandria Bicentennial Commission
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHIMNSG TGN 1/8

TO:  DICK LUKSTAD

,FROM‘:,” ;OHN‘O. MARSH, JR.

%éjr Di#ect Reply
‘Fora\Draf’t Response
" iFo; Yéuf Information
VPleyas’e Advise

The attached is forwarded to you
for appropriate handling. Thank
you.

cc:; Warren Rustand




ALEXANDRIA BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
ROOM 314 CITY HALL
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314
(703 5481776

December 31,‘1974

Mr. Jack Marsh

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Marsh:

On behalf of the Alexandria Bicentennial Commission-I.
am writing to invite President Ford to our Bicentennial-Center
at 201 South Washington. Street,. Alexandria, Virginia. I am
sure the President is familiar with this old {1839) restored
building and much of the history that surrounds it. He may
not, however, realize that it is the first and only Bicentennial
Center to date in this country. ' -

We feel that an appropriate date for his visit would be
Sunday, February 23, and that this visit be combined with
services at Christ Church, Alexandria, at 10:30-A.M. Many
presidents have attended services at this most historic churxch
where George Washington served as a vestryman. It would be
well timed to have the President visit this church during the
celebration of George Washington's birthday and after the
service to proceed to the George Washington Bicentennial Center—-—
located two blocks from the church--to view the exhibits housed

-in the Center. The exhibits are concerned with the period which
marks beginnings of Alexandria (1749) and continue through the
War of Independence (1783). I think the President would £ind
his time well spent. )

We are anxious to hear from you about our proposal.
Naturally there will be no press until your office is ready for
such.

Best wishes for the New Year.,

~ Sincerely,

&;\‘
James W, Coldsmith, Chairman
Alexandria Bicentennial Commission

£
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Honorable John O. Marsh,Jr.
Counsellor to the FPresident
THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, D. C. 200

Desr ir. Marsh:

It was gratifying to read in Sunday's Richmond Times-Dispatch
(2 March 1975) that you are still in close contact with Presi-
dent Ford, and the enclosed news story prompts me to write to
you again as we've not heard from you since we left your ¥Waite
Houge office on last November l4th for Mr., Warner's office.

- However, the Westmoreland County Board of Supervisors is still

hoping for some word from you concerming the County's offer to
give, without cost, the James Monroe Birthplace property to the
Department of the Interior, We trust you recall that you offer—
ed to contact the Secretary of the Interior, Hon., Rogers Morton,
for us and to advise him of their desire 4o give such an import-
ant historic site to the Government to be maintained as a Nation-
al Historic Shrine.

'Uh;ortunately, our visit with Mr. Warner, ARBA Administrator, has

so far only produced adverse resulis which are negating the Count
Bicentennial plang for 28 April 1976, which is the date of James
Monroe's 218th birthday.

Alse{igiggg;ggggja copy of Virginia Senate Joint ResolutlonvNo. 1
(introduced by Senator Paul W. Manns) that has recently passed th
Virginia General Assembly, so you'll know that the State Legisla-
ture has endorsed the Westmoreland County's "Gift to the Nation®.

In behalf of the County's Board of Supervisors and myself, I send

you best wishes for your continued success in your White House as-
signment.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs., Virginia W. Sherman

Birthplare of Washington, Monroe, and the Lees

GATTHSSUPCLIL Shita, S s e 0w e T e /‘7 o

..cRARLESBARTLETT

(C) Fie Field Enterprises, e. .
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- Rabbi Baruch Korff, staunchly loyal throughout Richard
Nixon's ordeal, is negotiating with the networks for a
bhaif-hour TV interview with the ex-president. Buthe wantspay.
ment of $250,000 to the Nixon Legal Defense Fund, badlystrain-
ed by the necessity to respond to more than 40 private suits.
Korff also wants agreement-in advance that there will be no

- ‘-questionsion Watergate, but some complain that this would bé
~J;ke a Babe Ruthnterv:ew with no mention of baseball.

SARGENT S!lkNER, whohasbeenmoreoordxally received
by Soviet officialdom than other foreign lawyers, has just
‘received an extraordinary invitation. The Russians have asked
him to spend two weeks Jecturing and meeting with student
groups in cities from Siberia to the Ukraine. Traveling with his
-~ own entourage, including & TV film crew, he wilt presumably
have more access toordinary Soviet citizens than has previous-
ly been given any American figure. It appears the Russians
want toshowmelrpeopleandAmencan liberals that they are
openmg up theu' soc:ety . Y
-THE POWER GAME is getting to see the President, and one
" ¥ big winner is the self-effacing Virginian John O. MarshJr., who

. isoftenapttobe theonly aide around when Ford goes into action

, -at.about 5:30-a.m. The ‘two early risers have fallen into the

R JohnO.Marsh Jr. - = - -~ Sargent Shriver

: =E. ue Soviet Invitation

e e SR o S e e R Tl

% custom of meeting over coffee. Another big winner is He
szsmger,lorwbomﬁmmm:smemdmryday Ne!

~ %#Rockefeller wants similar access to improve his levereg

mmdgcmm.mthehasnmaecumdln

;‘x-?’- “\ 3 ,-:—J

.- WASHINGTONS enjoyment of Ambassador Elliot Rict
’spn 's background remarks on his own prospects of becor
-~“secretary of state is heightened by a belief that he and M
" Laird are running a hot race for the job. Laird has the appa
“advantage of being ah old friend of the President, but there
been rubs in the relationship. Laird says he is havingsor

" fun writing and lecturing that he has no taste for any pub!

fice, but friends insist this is one job he really wants.

THE HOUSE of Representatives, which won few plaudi
taking a two-week holiday in February, is wondering wha:
about the two-week holiday it has scheduled for Easter.
want to keep working, but Speaker Cari Albert and mit
leader John Rhodes heve set up a visit to Japan and many ¢
have travel ptans. This is the first year the House hasset it

" day schedule in advance, and the accumulation ©
barrassments may cause the useful practice to be abant
- == CHARLES BARTLETT :
(€} Field Enterprises, fnc.
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NIGHT LETTER 0
MR, KENT DRUYVESTEYN MARCH 22, 1975

EXECUTIVE DIRECTCOR

RICHMOND BICZNIZNNIAL COMMISSION
4208 SEMINARY AVENUE

RICHMOND, “VIRCINLIA 23227

AS Wz 3ZCGIN THE BIC‘ENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, LET US TAKE
NOTE OF INDIVIDUAL EVENTS THAT MOVED US DOWN THE ROAD TOWARD
INDEPENDENCZ, THE AMERICAN ﬁEVOLUTION WAS NOT A SINGLE EVENT.
IT WAS A CONTINUING PROCESS OF REALIZING THE NEED FOR INDE -
PENDENCE AND THEN NPIEMEN’I'ING A NEW GOVERNMENT.

N RE;,VEWING THE FORMATIVE YEARS OF OUR REPUBLIC, THE
OVER\VHELNIL&G POWER OF UWORDS TO MOVE AND CHANGE EVENTS IS
OBVIOUS. PATRICK HENRY'S FAMOQ’S PLEA FOR "LIBERTY OR DEATH"
IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH 200 YEARS AGO BECAME A WATCHWORD FOR THE
REVOLUTION. THEN AND NOW, A DEMOCRACY MOVES ON THE STRENGTH
OF ITS IDEAS. | | |

IN SAIL.UTING PATRICK HENRY'S ORATORY, WE HONOR THE PO‘&ER
OF WORDS TO CHANGE AND IMPROVE OUR LIVES., WE CHERISH THE
IDEALS OF THE PAST. LET THEM NOW INSPIRE US TO ACHIEVE FOR
THE FUTURZ,

GERALD R, FORD

APPROVED FOR DISPATC! /
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121 N, Ripley St. #101
Alexandria, Va. 22304

The Honorable John 0. Marsh
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Marsh,

The Bicentennial year is one that will be vital
for the re-evaluation and affirmation of the principals
and ideas that made our nation a leader for freedom.
I have written in 200 words "The Bicentennial Pro-
clamation®" that I believe uniquely expresses the mean-
ing for the cause of freedom.

As you are aware my hometown of Winchester, Vir-
ginia is rich in "Revolutionary War" history and I
graduated from the DOniversity of Virginia that gave me a
deep concern for what Thomas Jefferson meant to our nation.

I hope that in someway, this Proclamation can
be used by the White House for making America more aware
of what greatness we posess.

Respectfully yours,

o —— ~—~ . <Mt“9' N <
- > < ( Ry N
Douglag G. Ebert
964-3022 ‘



THE BICENTENNIAL PROCLAMATION

Two hundred years ago fifty-six courageous and
foresighted men affixed their signature to a
declaration risking their lives, fortunes and
honor for freedom's cause. In a Targer sense,
they were signing a "Birth Certificate” grant-
ing a birth of Freedom, a Right to Liberty and
Pursuit of Happiness.

Indelible affirmations of divine rights were
emplazoned upon historical chronicles by
blood of patricts - rights that could never
be expurgated. Their valiant deeds would
inspire compatriots to greater deeds of
sacrifice.

An unshakeable foundation was Taid for the
pyramid of democracy to be constructed by
the labors of multitudes. No apex could be
installed until every American citizen, in
a fuller sense, world citizen becomes an
integral part of that democratic pyramid.

We are entrusted with the unequalled task of
keeping aflame the lamp of freedom so the
world might behold our light of unextinguish-
able hope; that these expressions of God
given freedom will never be obliterated.

Though not perfect yet seeking a more perfect
union, let us conclude that our Government is
the noblest and most productive Government on
earth, Therefore, let us resolve that we
will never cease our struggles for freedom
and by righteous power assure that every
human being shall be free.....

Rev. Douglas G. Ebert
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September 2, 1976

John O. Marsh, Jr.
Counsellor to the Presideat

ce: Bill Nicholsonm
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