













































































A RURAL TIMES INTERVIEW

BILL MINOR AND THE
BICENTENNIAL CANDLES

“Light a candle for the Bicentennial,” says Bill. *'Our
Founding Fathers formed owr great Republic by Candlelight.”’

The artistic talents of the Rural Times Staff
has come to light. Looking:for something bidgional
for the Bicentennial, something that cannot be
purchased in stores anywhere, the staff hit on the
idea of ‘“’lighting a candle for the Bicentennial’’
and created a series of three designs, all red,
white and blue, naming them THE CONSTITUTION,
THE SPIRIT OF ‘76 and THE MINUTE MAN.

In an interview with Bill Minor, son of publisher
Harold Minor and "‘overseer’ of the Bicentennial
Candle project; Bill says, ‘'Here is an item that
is really unusual, and made in America too.”*

RURAL TIMES: Bill, what makes these particu-
lar candles so unusual and why are they not
available in local candle shops?

BILL: Candles like these cannot be mass
produced. The designs are so intricate and
delicate that it’s impossible to make a mold for
them. The only way to make these candles is one

‘at a time and one person cannot make more than

about 8 to 10 per day. The process is complicated,
technical and time consuming. All the candles

that can be made are bought up right away, so there
are none left over to be wholesaled to candle
shops.

RURAL TIMES: Why did you come up with the
statement, *‘light a candle for the Bicentennial’’?

BILL: Why not light a candle for the
Bicentennial? We light candles for lots of other
things, like birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas
and worship services. Besides, didn't our
Founding Fathers frame all of our famous
documents and sign the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution by candlelight?
| feel that since we celebrate a centennial only
every 100 years, it is fitting to **light a candle”’
and what could be more fitting than lighting one
of these Bicentennial Candles.

RURAL TIMES: | know it takes a lot of time
and effort to make each candle. Could you tell us

" how long each candle takes and what process you

have to go through?

BILL: Of course. It takes approximately one
hour of actual labor to make one candle. That is
the actual handling time. But if you were to include
all the waiting,time between steps in the process,
then it would take several hours. Each candle
begins with a slab of colorless petroleum wax.
This wax has to be melted and poured into special
six point tapered metal molds about 14’ high,
which have been prepared beforehand with an
extra long wick. This must then set for about 10
hours for the wax to harden and cure before it is
removed from the mold.

RURAL TIMES: Why the extra long wick?

BILL: In dipping and working with the candle,
we must have something to hold on to. The long
piece of wick which is about a foot long is that
handle. The wick is extra strong to support the
weight of the finished candle which is about four
pounds. We can then '*hang’’ the candle by the
wick for the carving process.

RURAL TIMES: You have now poured wax into
the star shaped mold. For the average candle, this
is the end of the process. When it is removed from
the mold it is a finished product, right?

BILL: Right. It Is usually colored with wax
dyes. But with our candle, this is just the
beginning.

RURAL TIMES: What you have now is just a
simple coloriess six point star shaped candle
about 14 inches high with an extra.-long wick.
What is your next step?

BILL: The candle you have just described is
what we call a *‘core’’. This is the foundation

Slab of wax is meited down and poured into
metal mold to form the base core.
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Core is aipped into hot.colored wax as many
as 30 times — laying on 30 layers of various
colors of wax.

BILL MINOR

upon which the sculptured candle is made. Now
the dipping process begins. | should add at this
time that the core weighs about two pounds before
any dipping starts. When the dipping is finished,
we have added another two pounds of colored
wax, of different colors, but in the case of the
Bicentennial Candle, only red, white and blue
colored wax is used.

RURAL TIMES: | am sorry to keep interrupting
you, but do you make other colors of candles
besides red, white and blue?

BILL: Yes, we make most any colors a person
wishes. As a matter of fact, most of our candles
are custom made for people who specify the color
and design they want. For the Christmas season
just ended, we made candles of red and greens
carving them to look like christmas trees. They
were very popular.

RURAL TIMES: Lets get on with the dipping
process.

BILL: Holding the core by the wick, we begin
dipping in alternating colors of red, white and blue,
and each time we dip in hot wax, we dip the
candle in clean lukewarm water to help set the

While wax is still warm from the dipping pro-
cess, as many as 70 cuts must be made and
formed before the wax hardens.
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Candle is carefully packaged for shipment
to guard against breakage and is insured

for shipping.

last layer of wax. After dipping about 25 layers
of colored wax, we finish up with 6 to 8 layers of
pure white for the finished outside color.

RURAL TIMES: | have been told you can buy
wax dyes of any color except white. If this is
true, what do you use for a white dye?

BILL: That's right. There is no such thing as
a white dye for wax. There are substitutes that
are used to enhance the density of clear wax such
as steric acid which gives the appearance of
white, but a true opaque white comes from much ex-~
perimenting and therefore, becomes one of our
little secrets that makes our candles truly unusual.
When our candles are finished, they have the
appearance of high gloss ceramic.

RURAL TIMES: Now that we have put on about
30 layers of wax weighing almost two pounds,
what next?

BILL: Once the dipping process stops, the
hardening of the wax begins. No time can be lost
from this point on until the carving is finished
which usually takes 8 to 10 minutes.

RURAL TIMES: Bill, | have counted the cuts
on one candle and came up with 72. Do you mean
that 72 cuts, with all the twisting and curling on
that candle, can be done in 8 to 10 minutes?

BILL: It has to be, otherwise the wax would
become to hard and brittle to work with. Of course,
"it takes practice and more practice to develop the
necessary speed and at the same time do a good
job. I think this is probably the hardest part of
all and sometimes, a candle is botched up and must
be discarded. Then you start all over.

RURAL TIMES: Now that the carving or sculp-
turing has been done, you have a finished product,
or, is there more?

BILL: There’s quite a bit more. Even though
the wax is now too hard to cut and bend any more,
you can still straighten up any misaligned cuts.
While the candle is still hanging by the wick on
the carving table, every cut and twist is checked
to be sure its in the right place and if necessary
straightened. When we are satisfied that we have
a good candle, it is then set aside and allowed to
cure for at {east two hours and longer if possible.
At this point, the candle has very sharp edges
where the cuts are made. After the candle has
‘*cured’’ for a while, we then take hold of the
wick and very quickly dip the candle into a pot
of very hot clear wax which melts off the sharp
edges and fuses all the sculptured cuttings
together. It really gives the candle a "finished®’
look.

RURAL TIMES: The candles | have seen look
just like ceramic. They have a very high gloss and
are shiney. What gives them this appearance?

BILL: The final process does the trick. Again,
after the candle has cured and recovered from the
last dip in hot wax, taking the wick again in hand,
the candle is dipped in an acrylic solution which
gives It the high gloss ceramic look. Then it s
allawed to dry and is now ready for shipment.

RURAL TIMES: Thats some process, but the
end result i s certainly beautiful and unusual. |
understand that in some parts of the country, these
sculptured candles sell. for as much as $40 to

Raral Times

$50 dollars. How can you folks go through all this
work and sell these candles for only $15?

BILL: We make the candles right here, so, there
Is no additional overhead except for the equipment.
We do not have to pay commissions, no whole-
salers or retailers to deal with or split the profits.
The only discounts we have is for someone wanting
10 or more candles shipped to the same address,
then we can knock off on the price. We have done
this. Since most of the work on the candles is
done In our spare time, we are only interested in
being reimbursed for our labor. That is the reason
why we can sell these candles for the price we do.

RURAL TIMES: Suppose | am one of your
focal Rural Times subscribers.and wish to come
direct to your office and make my selection. Is
that possible?

BILL: Sure, we are very happy to have anyone
come out and watch us actually make these
candles and select their choice from stock, or we
will custom make orie for them. We are in the
process of fixing up our work room and a show
room for the candles, We don’t know when we will
have it all finished, but you don’t need to wait
for a grand opening, the invitation is open now.

RURAL TIMES: One final question-Bill.
Suppose your Bicentennial Cand|es catch on and
you have more orders than you can fill?

BILL: Certainly | believe they have already
caught on and so far, we have been able to keep
up.and even build a stock. But if the orders really
begin to come in, we will do everything we can to

fill them all, even if it takes 6 or 8 weeks to do it.

| think we will be very busy from now until the
end of the Bicentennial year. If | may, | would
like to suggest to those interested in ordering
candles for themselves and family, friends or
business associates, to get their orders in as soon
as possible so we will know how much “‘midnight
candle’’ we will have to burn.

RURAL TIMES: Good luck, Bill, with your
Bicentennial Candle project. -

BILL: Thank you.

Final inspection is made of finished candle,
for defects, before dipping in glass-like fin-
ish which gives it the ‘‘ceramic look."’

US TELL THE JEFFERSON STORY

Send us ten (10) names and addresses
of friends, business associates and others

. in your community, along with $5, and we .
will mail them a copy of this SPECIAL
JEFFERSON SOUVENIOR EDITION —

A SOUVENIOR OF THE BICENTENNIAL.

Do them a favor and help us spread the
word at the same time.

Send $5 and your list of ten names and
addresses, now, to:

RURAL TIMES

Box 26
Albany, Indiana 47320

- > > A

YEAR END SALE

0%

OFF ON ALL BOOKS

__CHECK YOUR BOOK LIST
ORWRITEFORA COPYTO...

RURAL TIMES LIBRARY

BOX 26
ALBANY, INDIANA 47320

Phone 317-289-1858
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as a work of art.

Decorative candles are an age old art, but
sculptured candles are a new artform. You
will not find any two candles the same in
either color or design because each is
created individually by hand.

Your candle was born in a starshaped

. metal mold. It was then hand—dipped in

****‘k*‘k‘k*********‘k‘k****‘k**‘k********‘k*********‘k*****‘k****‘k*****fk********

*

The historic significance of our Bicentennial
is beautifully saluted by this 4% by 13 inch
tall beauty to proudly display in your'home

The Bicentennial Candie makes a beautiful
gift for friends, family and business associates.

e e e e e e e ek e e ok ek ke ek ek ko kK

| _jJ.aricI ’Scugolureql
| /.?wenfennta/
Candles

A Bicentennial honor
for friends, business
associates, customers
and clients

Left to right: The Constitiution, The Spirit of *76 and
The Minuteman. Three different designs all in Red,
White and Blue. All candles measure 4% by 13 inches.

R

The Declaration Chamber in Independence Hall
is illuminoted by candlelight.

' Please send a Hand Sculptured Bicentennial Candle to:

Name
I Address
'. City
Enclose a gift certificate with the candle

State

Zip

Sign';ny name

Company name, if applicable _____

I Enclosed is my check or money order for
at $15 each; total

Bicentennial Candles

as many as thirty layers of hot dyed wax I
by an artist. During the next eight to ten I

minutes the sculpturing must be done
before the candle hardens. You can ap-
preciate the amount of skill involved
during those minutes if you count the
number of cuts made on your candle.

State Zip

Discounts on 10 or more candles shipped to the same
l address. Write for quantity prices.

I Order the beautiful Bicentennial Candle from:

CANDLE ARTCRAFT
% Rural Times
Post Office Box 26, Albany, Indiana 47320

(Please add $2 per candle for shipping and insurance)
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“LIGHT A CANDLE FOR THE BICENTENNIAL”
THIS YEAR'S MOST MEANINGFUL GIFT :

2 ke e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ek ok e e ke e e ek gk ke gk ok ok ok

“



2 Mareh 18, 1976
_ v  ELISKA HASEK
FROM: RUSS ROURKE
| Eiiska, LA Shahtbh: non woudd s - 400 it
reaction to the President’'s telegram to
,Guoh ltw Association,

m the P«at«u has seen these clippings.

Thanks again for a flae job.
Rip:cb

FYI - Milt Mitler
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 11, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH
FROM: RUSS ROURKE

Jack, attached are some newspapers

Milt received from Howard Holly, President

of the Moores Creek Battleground Association.

Please note the coverage of the President's
telegram,

P
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 11, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE
FROM: MILT MITLER

Russ, attached is the response I received from the
Moore's Creek Battleground Association, Inc. along
with newspaper clippings on the coverage of the
President's telegram.

I'11 follow up on Holly's request and send him a
signed copy of the message which was wired.

Attachments (Ltr. fr. Howard Holly/Burgaw, NC/and
newspaper clippings)



BATTLE OF MOORES CREEK BRIDGE

Hloore’s Creck Battlegrommd
Assoriation, Jnc.

Founded 1899

FEBRUARY 27,1776

P, O. Box 4
Burgaw,
North Carolina 28425

Home Telephone: 259 - 4566
Office : 259 - 2636

Mr. Milton Mitler
THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, D, C. 20500

Dear Mr. Mitler:

It was a joy to talk with you briefly over the telephone on Friday night con-
ceming the great success of the 200th anniversary commemoration of the Battle of
Moores Creek Bridge observed on Saturday, February 28, 1976, at Moores Creek Nat-
ional Military Park, Currie, North Carolina, and attended by approximately nine or
ten thousand persons! A

We were real proud of the hug,e interest and participation in this important
Bicentennizal event!

Of course, we wish that Presiéent Ford could have attended. However, we were
most grateful for his thoughtfulness in sending such a nice telegram -- which was
read to the vast audience and played back over the 6 o'clock news program at Channel

s Wilmington, N. C., that same day.

As you requested, I am enclosing copies of both of our weekly newspapers, and
in each raper, the President's message was included on the front page.

Our Association would love to have a message from President Ford - and signed
by him - on White House stationary, thanking our Association for sponsoring such a
successf1 Bicentennial observance., Please see if he would be so kind as to do
this —-- &nd we could include it in our scrap-book for future generations to see,

I have never met President Ford, but I am very fond of him. I would love so
much to wisit him in his White Houiz office - at his convenience, of course -~ and
tell him in person all aboub our celebration we had on February 28 - and other plans
that our Association and our County American Revolution Bicentennial Committee has
as I am 2lso on that Committee. Please see if this can be armanged. I am so proud
of the interest that he has in this year of our Bicentennial activities.

With sincere appreciation and best wishes, I am

Most cordially yours,
o by
o ds A

Howard Holly, Pregjient, Mooreés
Creek Battlegroumd Assn., Inc,.

e
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HOLLY, HOWARD
HOORES CREEN BATTLE GROUND

PREE MESEBAGES
APR 2 1976
#Haych 35, 1976

We nov mark the beylaning of our Third
Contury as an Independent Nation as wsll
as the 200th Aaniversary of the Anuriean
Revolution, For twoe centuries our Hation
has grown, changed and flourished. A
diverse people, drawn from all cornsys of
tihe earth, have joined together to fulfill
the promise of demooracy.

America's BEiceateanial s rich im histoxy
and im the proaise and potential of the
years that lie ahead. It is about the
events of our past, our achievemants, our
traditions, ocur diversiey, cur m.
our form of goverament and our vontinuing
coumituent o & better life for all m:i-
cans, The Bicentannial offers each of us
the epportunity to joia wicth our fellow
gitizens in henoring the past and ptm:hq
for the futere in communitioes acrose the
Hation. Thus, ia joining ther as races,
aationalities, and individusls, we alsc re-
tain and streagthen our traduim

ground and psrsonasl fyeedos.

As we lay the cormerstone of luerica's

Third Century, I an most happy to cosmend

the menbors of the Moores Croak Baitle

Ground Assecisticn on thair resnactaent of

the historic battle of Moores Creek as a

part of their Momnteanial comsmemoratios.

£fforts such as this are helpiny to make G

our great asatiosal cslebration a memozable N’

and ssaningfal ome for all.
3cos £. Drake Ind: Howard Holly/Presideat
bees D. Dowmtown Mooras Cresk Battle Ground Assoc.
R. Hesson P. 0. Box 4/Burgaw, HC
E. Basek Regquested the same messaga the
J. Connor President wired to the group on
R. Russ Pebruary 27, 1976 send on Presidential
3, IRTEN stationery...Covering ltr w/message

fr M. Mitler.




HOLLY, HOWARD
MOORES CREEK BATTLE
GROUND ASSOC

PRES MESSAGES

March 25, 1976 L//ékﬁ&’m’tbm wad

/

bear Hr, Holly:

Thank you very much for the press olipping
and the ianformation.

The President would have greatly anjoved
participating in the Moore's Creek avent.
Unfortunately, as you kaow, it was not
possible,

Enclosed is the message which was wired to
you. This time, as you requested, it is

on White House stationery and signed. It
is sent with the President's dest wishea
you and the others for a very happy and
memorable Bioentenaial year,

Siacerely,

Milton B, Mitler
Deputy SBpecial Assistant

Mr, Howard Helly

President

Moores Creak Battles Ground
Assoclation

P, G, Box 4

Buxgaw, Noxth Carolina 28423

Enclosure

MEN/sjd 0
{SPECIAL MESSAGE SENT)

2cc: Sandy Drake

c¢: Jack Marsh--pPyYI
cc: Russ Rourke--FYI






