























Forum Seeks Out Issues Disturbing America Today

Continued from Page One
John Warner, Administrator of the
American Revolution Bicentennial Ad-
ministration, with the endorsement of
John D. Rockefeller, Ili, a leader of Bi-
centennial planning in the private sector.

A calendar of discussion topics will
include the following:

Discussed first of all would be the
meaning of “we the people”. Walt
Whitman called the United States “a
teeming nation of nations”. Where did
these people come from? What induced
them to leave sheltered lives and strike
out into the unknown? What keeps them
together today? What is the basis of
brotherhood?

The *“founding fathers” and their
beliefs would be delved into. And the
explorers, colonizers, adventurers,
slaves, runaways, religious dissenters —
how did they forge a new nation? Two
centuries of immigrants — what was their

composition, what were their occupa-
tions? How do we treat immigrants
today?

Theodore Roosevelt once wrote that
“there is no room in this country for
hyphenated Americanism”. But many
people today want to be known as
Italian-Americans, Mexican-Americans,
Afro-Americans. Is it better to remember
or to forget native origins?

Americans have built up many alle-
giances, many loyalties. What happens
when loyalties collide? What makes a
good citizen?

Other broad topics will be discussed.
Have we used this bountiful land waste-
fully? To what extent are we keeping
growth in harmony with nature? Are we
exercising our freedoms wisely? Are we
diluting our ideals in practice? How well
has the doctrine of the separation of
powers worked? How about the doctrine
of judicial review of the Constitution?
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Standing by a mode! of BI-CENT-EX, HEW's Bicentennial Exhibition Center, Assistant Secretary
for Administration and Management John Ottina discusses the variety of exhibits with Miss
Elizabeth Clinton, Regional Bicentennial Coordinator, Denver Regional Office. BI-CENT-EX will

premier in the Washington, D.C. South Portal Building in early July. Through the cooperation of

HEW’s Regional Director Rulon Garfield (Denver), Miss Clinton spent a week in Washington
searching the ARBA computer system, BINET, for projects related to the aging and the handi-

capped.

Are Americans, as some think, the
hardest working people on earth, or at
least the most productive? What about
the aim of American labor, to gain more
advantages and more productivity for
less and less toil? Are Americans too
preoccupied with business, with com-
mercialism? What is our correct posture
in foreign policy — how wisely have we
mixed the four “basic elements” of for-
eign policy: the military, humanitarian,
economic and diplomatic?

What part have our families, our
schools, our churches, our communities
played in developing the “American
character”?

A compelling set of topics! In the
ninth, final month “Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness” will be discussed.
Archibald MacLeish says that “America
is promises. The promise of self-fulfil-
ment, of being free and independent . . .
the promise of a life satisfying beyond

mere drudgery. The promise of being
new, young, in the forefront of an adven-
ture, on top of things.” How important
will these driving ideas be in America’s
life over the next century?

No one can be sure what conclusions -
will develop. But Americans of all origins
and capacities may know a little more
about who they are, and what they may
become, if these topics in the American
Issues Forum are handled with skill and
wisdom.

*x * %

For brochures, reading lists, discus-
sion materials and other information
relative to the American Issues Forum
write or call The National Endowment
for the Humanities, 806 15th Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C., 20506, Tele-
phone (202) 382-7465.

Fargo Community Drawn
Into Bicentennial Courses

Continued from Page One

speaker was Alvin Toffler, author of the
book FUTURE SHOCK. Others were

Italian-born  architect Paolo Soleri,
science-fiction writer Ray Bradbury,
computer musicologist Dr. Sterling

Bechwith of Toronto, Canada, aerospace
technologist Leo F. Childs of NASA, and
Dr. William Copperthwaite, director of
the Yurt Foundation of Bucks Harbor,
Maine. Students reported on the results
of an interview conducted in Philadel-
phia with famed mathematician, archi-
tect, poet, and philosopher R. Buckmins-
ter Fuller. — -

The symposium was organized and
directed by Mrs. Margaret Law, assistant
principal at North High, and Vince
Lindstrom, coordinator of cultural
services for the Fargo Public Schools.

Most of the classes were conducted by
members of the faculties of North Dakota
State University at Fargo, and Concordia
College and Moorhead State College of
Moorehead, Minnesota.

Sponsorship and funding of the project
was provided by the Fargo Public
Schools, the North Dakota Bicentennial
Commission, the Fargo-Moorehead Cen-
tennial Committee, and the North Dakota

Committee for the Humanities and Public
Issues.

Further information may be obtained
from Mrs. Margaret Law, North High
School, Fargo, N.D., 58102, or from Mr.
Vince Lindstrom, Fargo Department of
Public Schools, Fargo, N.D., 58102.

‘Minutes’ Fees Go
For Research

Performers and other public figures

tennial Minutes” are donating their
fees to establish graduate fellow-
ships in the study of American
history of the Revolutionary
period. The Minutes are broadcast
daily in prime time on the CBS
Television Network through July 4,
1976. Robert D. Wood, President of
the Network, has disclosed that the
Board of Directors of the CBS
Foundation, Inc., voted to partici-
pate in the project by adding three
times the narrators’ contributions
to the grants.

Bicentennial Upswing Reported at all Levels

Continued from Page One
and universities with many others ex-
pected to join.

There is pageantry galore as befits
any historic celebrative occasion. But
there is more than that. Many Americans
are delving into the past to search for
answers to some of the problems that
beset them today; they are preparing to
engage in debate. Others are preserving
or restoring symbols of the values,
principles, and virtues of the American
Revolution. Many more are bending their
efforts toward improving the quality of
life in their communities.

Reports from the field indicate a
remarkable adherence to ARBA'’s three
Bicentennial themes of “Heritage '76”,
“Festival USA”, and “Horizons '76.”
These themes underwent an intensive
process of refinement last year, resulting
in the formulation of new guidelines
aimed at encouraging substantive and

meaningful programming. around the
country.
Major national programs have

emerged covering youth, women, racial

and ethnic groups, the American Indian,
the environment, participatory democ-
racy, education, communications, and
many other areas of concern.

The “American Issues Forum”, con-
ceived by TV Newsman Walter Cronkite,
is among those major Bicentennial activi-
ties with a potential for lasting impact on
the nation. Important advances have
been made in the implementation of this
program which aims at the collective
engagement of the American people in a
thoughtful examination of issues funda-
mental to the development and the future
of American society.

Of special significance is the forma-
tion of the Bicentennial Ethnic and Racial
Council. As a result of an ARBA initia-
tive, representatives of more than 90
national, ethnic and racial groups from
all parts of the country have organized to
insure ethnic, minority and native Ameri-
can participation in Bicentennial plan-

ning.

ARBA’s “Call to Achievement
Program”, initiated to encourage re-
newal of citizen involvement in the

decision-making processes of govern-
ment, has found added support in the
newly-organized Citizen Involvement
Network which integrated ARBA’s
original “Community Goals” project.

Virtually every Federal agency is in-
volved in Bicentennial planning. Many
of their projects are of major proportions
and significance. Among these are the
Department of Health, Education and
Welfare’s program of studies and re-
search covering a broad range of heaith
problems; the Department of Housing
and Urban Development's selection of
200 exemplary projects of community
achievement in meeting 20th Century
challenges; the American Revolution
Symposia of the Library of Congress;
and the National Endowment for the
Humanities’ development of a nation-
wide Bicentennial youth debate.

The National Park Service is planning
a varied program of special events and
activities for the estimated 270 million
visitors to its historical, natural, and rec-
reational areas. New and expanded
visitor centers are under way at 10

colonial locations; replicas of Revolu-
tionary War cannons, uniforms and cloth-
ing are being made; dramas and histori-
cal vignettes are being prepared; and
new films, exhibits, publications, and
living history programs are in produc-
tion.

An impressive and encouraging rally
is noted in the private sector. ARBA has
established contact with more than 3,000
corporations, trade associations; service,
civic and fraternal organizations, labor
groups and religious institutions with the
purpose of assisting in meaningful Bi-
centennial programs or to help generate
new activities.

More than 40 foreign countries have
indicated their desire to participate in
the American Bicentennial and 25 have
already established Bicentennial com-
missions of their own.

Many of these activities are reflected
in this issue of the TIMES.
The panorama of Bicentennial action

around the country surely speaks for
itself.



International

FOREIGN INTEREST in America’s
Bicentennial celebration is growing.
Thus far, more than 40 countries have
indicated their desire to participate
during 1975 and 1976. Bicentennial Com-
mittees have been established in France,
the United Kingdom, the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, ltaly, Spain, Finland, Austria,
the Netherlands, Switzerland, Norway,
Thailand, Denmark, Sweden, Israel,
Japan, Lebanon, Cyprus, Yugoslavia,
Iceland, Iran, Ireland and the Philippines.
Many countries have already begun par-
ticipating-in such programs as the Smith-
sonian Institution’s Folklife Festival.

Foreign participation offers an oppor-
tunity for the reaffirmation of historical
and cultural ties with those countries
which have directly contributed to the
development of the United States.

*x * K

FRANCE has expanded its plans for
Bicentennial participation. In addition to
sponsoring the Sound and Light spectacle
at Mount Vernon, the French are plan-
ning for the participation of the Paris
Opera in the Kennedy Center Bicenten-
nial Festival. They will also send two
major exhibits and at least seven smaller
performing arts groups to the United
States in 1976.

ek ark

THE UNITED KINGDOM is planning a
series of activities in the fields of cultural
and educational exchange and the per-
forming arts. It is also organizing the
presentation of a Bicentennial bell to the
City of Philadelphia, and has approved
plans for a military tatoo tour of Ameri-
can cities featuring British units which
fought in the Revolutionary War.

. e Wiarannii

ITALY has announced a one-million
dollar subsidy for the La Scala Opera of
Milan to appear in the Kennedy Center’s
Bicentennial Festival in 1976. The BER-
LIN OPERA has scheduled performances
at the Center for the fall of 1975.

* kK

OVERSEAS ACTIVITIES now include
two major Bicentennial programs in
Australia, eight in the Netherlands, and
a comparable number in Austria for 1976.
To date, four overseas organizations have
been endorsed by ARBA in recognition of
projects being undertaken in behalf of
the Bicentennial. They are the Australian-
American Association of Sydney, the Visit
America Foundation of The Hague, the
Dusseldorf Art Academy, and the Japa-
nese Association for American Studies.

* kK

OPERATION SAIL '76 now includes
the participation of 47 ships from 12
countries. The event is scheduled for New
York City in July of 1976. An international
naval review is also a possibility.

* * &

FOREIGN VISITORS continue to call
on ARBA Administrator Warner to dis-
cuss Bicentennial plans. Latest visitors
were Dr. Heinz Krekeler, German Bicen-
tennial Coordinator for States, Communi-
ties, and the Private Sector, and M. Michel
Guy, Secretary of State for Cultural Af-
fairs of France. Administrator Warner is
scheduled to receive in the near future
representatives of the Finnish Bicenten-
nial Committee, the Director General of
the British Council, and the new Presi-
dent of the lItalian Bicentennial Com-
mittee.

* Kk K

IN RESPONSE to changing foreign at-
titudes concerning the future course of
American foreign policy, the United States
Information Agency is developing a multi-
media project to communicate the vitality
of contemporary America to audiences
abroad.

President Ford receives a set of historical volumes at a White House
ceremony marking the participation of the 500th American city in the
Sister Cities Program with the affiliation of the City of Savannah,
Georgia, and the City of Patras, Greece. The presentation was made by

Savannah Joins Greek City
In 500th Sister City Link

Savannah, Georgia, has become the
500th U.S. City to join the U.S. Sister City
Program, an international program re-
ceiving special emphasis in Bicentennial
planning.

Savannah elected to affiliate with the
City of Patras, Greece. Both are port cities
and both have populations of approxi-
mately 120,000.

The Bicentennial goal for the Sister
Cities program, according to the spon-
soring organization—Sister Cities Inter-
national of Washington, D.C.—is 1776
sister cities by 1976. The combined total
now stands at 1226 U.S. and foreign cities
affiliated.

The occasion of the 500th American
affiliation was marked by a special cere-
mony in the White House on March 25
with the participation of President Ford
who is honorary chairman of Sister Cities
International.

Louis Wozar, a Dayton, Ohio, industri-
alist who is president of the organization,
presented President Ford with three
volumes of American history to mark the

new milestone in the development of the
program.

“The boUks—"The Gotonial Spifit of ‘76",
“The Pictorial History of the American
Revolution”, and “The American Leg-
acy”—were chosen as representative of the
U.S. Sister City Program which brings
together people of diverse ethnic and
racial backgrounds in voluntary ex-
changes at all levels of the community.

There are now 535 U.S. cities, with a
combined population of 30 million
Americans, affiliated with 691 cities,
towns and villages in 73 other nations.

The program represents millions of
Americans and their counterparts abroad
working together in voluntary projects
of exchange. It was launched in 1956 by
President Eisenhower. The 200th Anni-
versary of the nation coincides with the
20th anniversary of the program.

Sister Cities International is a private,
non-profit organization through which
cities and their residents carry out a wide
variety of cultural, educational, youth,
professional, technical, and municipal
exchanges.

French To Mark Historic U.S. Road
Between Yorktown and Mount Vernon

The French Bicentennial Committee
has announced approval of a project to
mark the Washington-Rochambeau
Highway between Yorktown and Mount
Vernon in Virginia.

The announcement came through the
French Consul General in Houston, M.
Reginald de Warren on whose initiative
the project came into being. M. de
Warren has been working on the plan in
his capacity as representative of the
French Chapter of the Society of the
Cincinnati in cooperation with Parke
Rouse of the Virginia Bicentennial Com-
mittee and the State of Virginia Highway
Department.

Another major figure in the project is
Elie Weeks, chairman of a sub-committee
of the Virginia Bicentennial Commission
which is tracing the routes followed by
the French Army and distinguished
French personalities such as Rocham-

beau and Lafayette during the campaign
leading up to Yorktown. Mr. Weeks is
preparing a map of these routes for pub-
lication in 1976.

The work is being financed partly by
the French Chapter of the Society of the
Cincinnati and partly by the French Gov-
ernment.

The project consists of placing kiosk
markers at five or six tourist rest areas in
Virginia containing maps showing routes
to interesting areas accessible from the
highway. A number of aluminum high-
way signs shaped like shields and carry-
ing'an escutcheon composed of the eagle
of the French Cincinnati and three
French Fleur de Lis will be erected at
locations where the highway bifurcates.
The Virginia Highway Department has
designated the route and will erect ap-
propriate markers.

Louis Wozar, President of Sister Cities International (right). In the
background, left to right, are Vice Mayor David K. Lisk, Roanoke, VA;
Mayor James McGee, Dayton OH; T. W. Gittins, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Sister Cities International; and Ambassador Joseph Palmer 2nd.

U.S. Paintings
To Open U.K.
Celebration

An exhibition of 48 paintings from the
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts—a
selection of its best—will go on a tour of
Britain in July to open the American Bi-
centennial celebration in the United
Kingdom.

The exhibit will open at the United
States Embassy in London on July 4.
Later it will be shown in Glasgow and
Bristol. 1t will return to the United States
for a special exhibit at the Whitney
Museum of American Arts in New York
in December.

Among the more famous paintings on
the tour will be “Penn’s Treaty with the
Indians” by Benjamin West and “The
Lansdown Portrait of George Washing-
ton” by Gilbert Stuart.

Selections were made with an Anglo-
American audience in mind. Historic
works selected were those likely te in-
terest Britons, and moderns like Andrew
Wyeth were chosen as likely to have
special value in British eyes.

Academy Director Richard Boyle said
the collection will be returned to the
Pennsylvania Academy in time for its
scheduled reopening on April 22, 1976.
A $16,000 grant from the Pennsylvania
Council on the Arts, and a $20,000 grant
from the National Council on the Arts,
will help finance the tour.

it seems to have been reserved to the
people of this country, by this conduct
and example, to decide the important
question, whether societies of men are
really capable or not of establishing
good government from reflection and
choice, or whether they are forever
destined to depend for their political
constitutions on accident and force.
—Alexander Hamilton

The Federalist No. 1




The States

With this issue of the TIMES, the new
column THE STATES will replace ARBA'’s
weekly BICENTENNIAL BULLETIN.
Items in this column will be selected for
their utility as relevant ideas for Bicen-
tennial activity in other communities.

i K *

THE NEW ORLEANS Bicentennial
Commission has launched a major drive
for funds to underwrite nearly 100 locally-
endorsed projects and activities. Among
the many methods developed for project
financing is the formation of a “Boot-
straps Committee”, whose members have
initiated a “Dollar-a-Year” program. The
program aims at encouraging citizen con-
tributions of $1.00 for each year of the
Nation’s existence.

*x Kk X

NEBRASKA 4-H CLUB members have
launched their second Bicentennial
project involving a speaking contest on
the topic “Our American Heritage”. Over
1,500 4-H’ers are expected to participate.
The first was a music contest dedicated
to the “Spirit of '76.” The clubs are also
participating in “Bicentennial Commu-
nity Pride” projects aimed at improving
neighborhood quality of life.

K reolee, K

DELAWARE COUNTY, Pennsylvania,
families will host German, English, and
French families during 1975 and 1976 as
part of the “Meet the Americans” pro-
gram launched in cooperation with the
Delaware County Bicentennial Com-
mission. The foreign families will visit
with county families for periods ranging

-from five to eleven days in a novel inter-

national experience.
*x x %

MICHIGAN will host a statewide
traveling exhibit showing the develop-
ment of national symbols such as the
eagle, the flag, Columbia, etc., and their
use in everyday household items. The ex-
hibit opened at the Detroit Historical
Museum and will run there until July 4,
1975.

s S

PEOPLE in central Florida are search-
ing closets, attics, family albums and
chests of drawers to find their contribu-
tions to a Bicentennial book of memo-
rabilia. Entitled, “More than a Memory”,
the book is being sponsored by the Orange
County Historical Commission, 423 S.
Orange Ave., Orlando, FL 32402. Tele-
phone, (305) 425-1776.

* kK

B.»’-‘fDIO STATIONS WACT and WACT-
FM..in Tuscaloosa, Alabama are taking
part in the Bicentennial by featuring the
program “On This Day”, a series of 90-
second vignettes, which offers a look into
the lives of colonists who participated in
the planning and execution of the Ameri-
can Revolution. The programs are fea-
tured three times daily, and are pre-
sented by Gulf States Paper Corporation.
Contact: WACT, Program Director, P.Q.
Drawer 126, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401.

* K *x
IN NEW LONDON, Connecticut, the
Bicentennial Commission is putting

their Bicentennial event calendar on
placemats to be distributed to hotels and
restaurants in the area.

i A A

WAVA NEWS RADIO in Arlington,
Virginia has agreed to furnish “public
service” air time to the Arlington Bicen-
tennial Commission, six days a week,
through July 4, 1976, or 485 days, with
multiple broadcasts each day. The pro-
grams being used also include the “On
This Day” series which the Bicentennial
Commission purchased and WAVA is
airing free.

ARBA Administrator John Warner recently visited the Living History Farms of lowa after
presenting Bicentennial flags to Governor Robert Ray and the president of lowa State University
Robert Parks. He is shown with Darwin Thede and one of Thede's team of oxen on display at the
Farms located northwest of Des Moines. The Farm’s living history exhibit is part of the Bicen-
tennial celebration in lowa.

Boston Two-Year Study

Aims At Values,

By seminars and symposiums, by tele-
vision and radio, and by books eventually
to be published, Boston is conducting a
two-year examination of the principles
and values which have played a vital role
in American self-government. An audi-
ence of 2.5 million to 4 million persons
will, it is expected, listen in on these dis-
cussions, called The Bicentennial Forums.

Subject-matter will include: the rights

individuals and from which the state gets
its operating authority; the compact be-
tween the people and their government,
which the people may at any time alter;
and the control of violence, which is
easily as important today as it was in the
days of the early colonists.

Discussions will include live speaking
engagements, taped programs on New
England and national radio, and a book
or books to be published by Houghton
Mifflin Co. First programs, by Sam Bass
Warner, Boston University professor of
history, and Federal Judge Charles E.
Wyzanski, Jr., were aired February 13
and April 17. A third discussion, by
Hannah Arendt, professor at New York’s
New School for Social Research, on the
topic “The Crisis of the Republic: Crimi-
nality in Government” will occur May 20.

Principles

On most programs interested citizens
may phone in with questions. A modera-
tor, Sander Vanocur, will handle the dis-
cussion. Further programs are arranged
for June and July, and from October 1975
through April and May of 1976. Promi-
nent national and international leaders
will participate in all the discussion
seminars.

- simare-wiich-are-held-to-betnhorentdn—

Junior Committees

Three and a half million students
have now become aware of the U.S.
Postal Service's Junior Committees
of Correspondence program.
Teachers and principals who wish
to have the Postal Service’s kit
which contains a Teacher's Guide,
membership cards, a poster and a
map of the U.S. to be used for
tracking correspondence, should
write: Bicentennial Junior Com-
mittees of Correspondence, Room
5821, U.S. Postal Service, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20260.

Youths Join
Bicentennial
Probe of U.S.

Young people in more than 23,000
schools and colleges across the United

States will be engaged in lively debate as

part of their observance of the Bicen-
tennial.

A nationwide program involving these
hundreds of thousands of young Ameri-
cans in debate and public speaking com-
petition — a program called Bicentennial
Youth Debates — is supported by a grant
from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. It is officially recognized by
the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration.

A number of prominent Americans
will serve on the national advisory
council of the debates. They include
former Secretary of State Dean Rusk,
former Supreme Court Justice Arthur
Goldberg, CBS television correspondent
Walter Cronkite, Sen. Barry Goldwater
of Arizona, William F. Buckley, author,
editor and columnist, George Meany,
president of the AFL-CIO, and Joseph
Block, chairman of the Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation.

Describing the objectives of the
program, national director Richard
Husemen, a recognized educator in com-
munications, said “the vital role debate
has played in the American experience
makes this program an especially appro-
priate bicentennial commemoration.”

Jim Luck, associate project director
and formerly director of debate at Texas
Christian University, said the topic areas
to be discussed will be coordinated with
the American Issues Forum, which will
issue a topic for national discussion in
each of the nine months from September,
1975 to June, 1976.

TODICS 10 U8 debated by these young—

people include: the work ethic, freedom
and order; the impact of urbanization;
free enterprise and the rights of labor;
foreign policy; and the roles of home,
school and church in molding society.

“It is especially important that our
young people take an active part in this
national self-examination,” Dr. Huseman
said, “because they will be the leaders
and builders of our society as we enter
the third century of national existence.”

Participants will conduct debates
before civic, fraternal and other
community groups.

For further information write to Dr.
Richard C. Huseman, Speech Com-
munications Association, Bicentennial
Youth Debates, 1625 Massachusetts
avenue, N.W., 20036.
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THE WHITE HOUSE l

WASHINGTON

May 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK MARSH
FROM: PAUL A, THEIS W\

SUBJECT: Bicentennial

Re your memo on the Bicentennial, attached is a

copy of a memo from Jack Casserly, who wrote the
President's Old North Church speechand who has
become our resident Bicentennial authority. I

would subscribe to most of Jack's points ... except
the suggestion for the President to do two Bicenten-
nial speeches a month. I think one a month for the
remainder of this year would be sufficient, increasing
to two a month after the first of next year as the July
4th celebration nears; perhaps even three or four in the
immediate month preceding that event, then reverting
back to one or two a month for the remainder of 1976,

Attachment



April 21, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR1 PAUL THEIS
FROM: JACK CASSERLY
SUBJECT: Bicentennial

1 believe that the aim of the President of the Bicentbnnial should be the
following: to restore the faith of Americans intheir own values.

There obvicusly should bs attention given to Liberty and Freedom ., . .
Consent of the governed . . . Democracy and Justice, etc.

However, 1 believe that more emphasis should be given to REASON, And
HOPE, There are many reasons for taking this route and most, if not all
of them, appear clear. But just once: FORD .« A MAN OF REASON,
{And by implication FORD -« A MAN OF BALANCED JUDGMENT. )

Liberty, justice, etc., appear to me to be SECONDARY to the following
because they are vague, faraway concepts to many Americans, WHAT IS
NOT VAGUE?

i1, Our values as individuals -+ precisely what we value.
2, Our personal identity -~ and as a people.
3. Our purpose as a single person -- and as a Nation,

When all is said and done, America is great because of persons X, Y and Z,

The essense of this approach is the rediscovery of the individual and his
worth,

Some of the above is argued by Richard Whalen in his book, ''"Taking Sides. "
He offers more examples,

But more bf it is found in the thinking of young people today. It is a NEW
DOCTRINE in their thinking although it is obviously quite old. This thinking
appeals to the young -~ for its NEWNESS -« and to the old who will recognise

it as old. It is a tried and true approach, Not an approach that one is guessing
about and may find himself or herself discarding it after some use,




{Casserly)MF/PT May 12, 1975
SECOND DRAFT

PRESIDENT'S REMARKS AT CHARLOTTE-MECKLENBURG, N.C.,
BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE PICNIC LUNCHEON, MAY 20, 1975

It is an honor to be in Charlotte at the traditional celebration of
the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence by southern patriots 200
years ago today.

Spring is always an invigorating time of year, which I find particularly
well expressed in the Song of Solomon: "For lo the winter is past, the
rain is over and gone, :The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the
singing of birds is come and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, "

I came to North Carolina today as a seed-sower -- to plant some
thoughts and ideas here in the hope they grow and spread and enrich the
spirit of this great land and its people;

Americans are now 31} a new spring -- indeed, we are starting a
new era in our two-hundred-year history. It is time to plant the seeds and
ideas of a new future. Ideas -- like seeds -- are small and fragile, but i

they are the precious beginning of new life and growth.




We have just finished a decade of division in our country -- one t?lat
has nurtured doubt and fostered disillusionment among our people, We
underwent a period of divisive debate and deep differences.

What we went through does not reflect the real America or the true
history of our people. Our real vision has not been one limited to a light at
the end of a tunnel -- but rather to an illuminated dream of a better, more
just society and of a finer, more peaceful world for all mankind.

In this light, I believe we should evaluate our country -- our
convictions and our character, our dreams and our c}oubts, our achievements
and blemishes., In short, in the light of the entire American ’Experie‘nce.

As a people, we must avoid extremes in our thinking and excess
in our actions. We must not embrace either recrimination or selffrightousness.
We must have the patience to weigh and suspend judgments. We must ma/l/;é

‘
sure we have fertile ground and favorable climate in America today for the

planting of ideas =-- with the knowledge they require the nourishment of

patience and reflection.



At the moment, we are in the midst of relentless self-questioning.
The motives, the intentions and even the character of individuals involved
in United Sates' policies over the past generation are being dissected to the
core, No one denies that there are legitimate areas of inquiry. But we
must make sure that the persistent raising of doubt does not, in fact,
become our objective -- the end rather than the means, in other words,
to finding answers to questions. It is time to recognize that we need

answers as well as questions. We must plant more seeds of solution in

America today.

Although no one in America asks that we speak with one voice,
neither is it suggested that we argue endlessly about what is wrong with
America., Yet, there are some in our country who appear less interested
in dialogue than their expression of difference . . . less concerned about

;

the national good than self-attention . . . more interested in personal

argument than answers to our public problems . . . and more interested



in reliving the past than making reasoned judgments about the future.

We must sow more seeds of reason and enlightment in America today.

Loyalty must leave room for dissent but dissent must also leave
room for loyalty, Otherwise, needed discussion may degenerate into
needless debate.

If we are to act as reasonable people, we have an obligation to
speak to each other with moderation and civility. Strong w01fds and harsh
criticism lose force with their intensity because no American has a
monopoly on right or reason. We must have a reverence for the accuracy
of words and expressions,

Today in America, we must plant more seeds of moderxation.

We believe in the ideals of America. We must remember, however,
that our search for values is not a reach for absolutes. Absolutes are
3

perfection. No reasonable person expects perfection in the world --

because this means we would stop growing, stop improving, stop seeking,



It was internal conflict that destroyed ancient Greece and Rome -~
and other civilizations. It may well be internal conflict -- not danger
from the outside -~ that could become the greatest threat to the American
future. We have now recognized that we cannot control the destiny of the
- world. But we can to a very large extent control our own destiny. And
that is precisely what we in this country must set out to accomplish ~-

with reason and restraint, of course. Today in America, we must plant

more of the seeds of restraint,

The strength of every nation's existence is within itself -~ living
and planning as a people. We need t}:%e courage to be and act what we are --
a dynamic people of vision -- and follow a constructive and steady course
of action. No nation's course is charted by reaction. We must have the
wisdom and self-confidence to choose what is good for our country and

people -- to stand with free and friendly nations -~ and reject the notion that

we can be all things to all mankind,
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We must assimilate the lessons of the past generation and apply
them to America's future. This must be done objectively -- fairly -~
in terms of our trials but also with a true perspective of the many noble
sacrifices performed by the Ame rican people -- without rewards in many
instances or even thanks in others.

We are a wiser, more mature Nation today. We deserve to reap
from our experiences new wisdom -- not a bitter harvest of hate and
hostility.

As a people, we are acutely aware of the need for honesty and
candor in our lagd. Excessive pledges and promises -- excessive secrecy
and silence -- excessive rhetoric and excessive reaction to that rhetoric -~
all of this marks a time of extreme and excess in our national conduct.

Today in America, we must plant the seeds of greater honesty and modesty.

1

The fate of responsible people everywhere rests in their own hands.
We need no excuses for the past -- no excuses in the present -- and need

offer no excuses about our future if we sow our seeds properly.



We must replant the principles of our early pioneers -- the seeds
of individual responsibility and individual liberty ~- which are the real
roots of America,

Democracy and the ¢omrnon good are not theoretical principles
about a formless and faceless nation of people. A democracy -~ our
Republic, in short -- is characterized by person-to-person relationships -~
family, church, school, workplace. Democracy was not and is not
inherited by the American people. Its seeds were planted and nour’ished
at the free choice of a free people Wishing to live in a free society.

Open and intelligent discussion are indispensible to the functioning
of a true democracy. A mature people considers soberly and decides
impartially. It seeks solutions through reason. Democracy ~--like liberty
and freedom -- exists on a fragile balance and requires constant attention.

As the:;e is a balance in nature, we also have a balance in

government, That is why we have a built-in system of checks and balances

in our Government. This system maintains the stability of our government
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and leads to reasoned, gz:'adua,?~ change -- not to unreasonable and

unrestrained change, Today in America, we must plant more of the

seeds of stability.

For the wise, the world is a daily rebirth, And that is why
prudent men and women will continue to sow in America the proud
principles of our Declaration of Independence.

Truth has its roots in the long-ago past. It will outlast all the
expedient philosophies of the present. We must continue to be a people
of truth and trust.

Two centuries ago, we the people of the United States, made our
essential choices. We called them inalienable rights. Life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness -- their essential truth and dignity -- represent
the American philosophy. Americans have chosen to be governed by the

i bY -
consent of the people -~ not/dissent.

———_c .
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Our solutions will not be swift and simple. But our wisdom will
show us what is right and our will can make it right.

Our horizons are limitless. There are no boundaries for a people
who live and act responsibly. America -- 2 much more mature Nation
today -~ has come of age in this past decade.

One hundred and ten years ago, our Nation ended a tragic civil
war that embittered our people and left half of our country in ruins,
President Lincoln, in his Second Inaugural address, offered his countrymen
words of restraint and wisdom and stability:

"With malice toward none, with charity toward all, with firmness
in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the
work we arein . . . "

Lincoln's prophetic vision was not seen by many and, unfortunately,

'

the effects of that divisive conflict persisted for decades. The world will

not permit us the luxury of such division today. We have no other course
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but to get on with the business of America so that we may -- in the enduring

expression of President Lincoln -~ "achieve a just and lasting peace among

ourselves and with all nations. "



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

Jack ==

Jim Connors, Milt Friedman and I totally
explored entire headache area, Agreed the
President's appearance still well advised ...
Will include language in the speech that will
divorce the President from the speech's
historical dispute itself. Have suggested

that Ron Nessen issue a brief preliminary
statement addressing himself to the historical
controversary that exists but of the President's
great desire to go to North Carolina ''to be
among so many great people,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

h) ? WASHINGTON
J ADDRESS
7 FREEDOM CELEBRATION DAY

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 1975
FREEDOM PARK

(;D céégtHARLOTTE (MECKLENBURG COUNTY)

NORTH CAROLINA
‘FROM: DR. THEODORE MARRS ;Z:s¢

PURPOSE

To commemorate the principles -- the imperishable verities --
those things of the spirit, that were the foundation stones:
upon which our forefathers set about to build a new kind of
nation.

To celebrate Freedom Day -- on May 20th which is the 200th
anniversary of the Meckenburg Declaration of Independence.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A. Background: On May 1, 1775 Colonel Thomas Polk of
Mecklenburg, alarmed by rumors of pariiamentary legislation

“for the suppression of the colonies, summoned delegates from

each militia district of the county to meet in Charlotte
on May 19 to determine’ a course of action.

The meeting was called to order in the courthouse. Abraham
Alexander was elected Chairman and John McKnitt Alexander,
Secretary. While the convention was in session they

received the news of the skirmishes at Concord and Lexington.

When the delegates met that night, they drew up resolutions

for independence from the crown. The resolutions for independence
were adopted at 2:00 AM on May 20th. At noon on May 20th the
Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence was read to the people

of Charlotte by Thomas Polk, the commander of the military in

the area and a recognized community leader.

On May 31, the convention met again and drew up the Mecklenburg
Resolves to provide the new government for the County. Captain
James Jack was commissioned to take both documents to the
President of Congress and the North Carolina representatives

to the Continental Congress. The Congress at this time was
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still trying to make peace with the crown so therefore blocked
Mecklenburg's Declaration, thirteen months later the Declaratiaon
of .Independence was signed.

The two Mecklenburg documents were returned to North Caralina
and kept at the house of John Alexander. Mr. Alexander's house
burned down therefore all documentation of what happened in

the log courthouse in North Carolina were destroyed. The
documents have been the center of controversy for many years.
No noted historian of North Carolina will stand behind the
Declaration.

The Charlotte Mecklenburg Committee has commissioned 22 year
old Jerry Linker to take the historic ride from Charlotte

to Philadelphia to deliver the Declaration and the Resolves
as Captain James Jack did. The present day Captain Jack will
take the same ride (as close as possible) of 200 years ago.
The route north had one incident befall it. 1In Salisbury,
North Carolina. Captain Jack was arrested after reading the
Declaration in court. It has been arranged that Captain Jack
be arrested again this year after he reads the Declaration:
in Salisbury.

Quite a few Presidents haée visited the Charlotte area over

the years. In 1954, President Eisenhower was there for

the Freedom Day Celebration -- Mecklenburg Declaration.

-Others include: |

George Washington - May 1791 - 2000 mile tour of the South
Theodore Roosevelt - October 1905 - Tour of the South

William Taft - May 1909 - Celebration of Mecklenburg Declaration
Woodrow Wilson - May 1916 - Ce}ebrétion of Mecklenburg Declaration
Franklin Roosevelt - September 1936 - Green pasture rally trib
Dwight Eisenhower - Listed above

Richard Nixon - October 1971 - Billy Graham Day

On this year's program there is a gentleman by the name of

Captain Dobbs. He is a descendent of the colonial Governor
Dobbs of North Carolina. He and Mrs. Dobbs are guests of the
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Charlotte - Mecklenburg Bicentennial Committee. They come
from Northern Ireland. A good many of the early settlers
were Ulstermen as well as thousands of other Scotch Irish.

Billy Graham will be awarded the "Man of the South" award
earlier in the day. Other noted Socutherners to receive
this award have been Governor Luther Hodges of North
Carolina and Bernard Baruch.

Cornwallis called Charlotte the "Hornet's Nest." The
reason for this name was that supplies for the British
were brought into Charleston. The direct Tine west was
through Charlotte. The Charlotte patriots fought a
guerilla type warfare and blew up wagons of ammunition
etc. You will be presented the first in a series of
silver commemorative coins of the Mecklenburg Declaration.

B. Participants: See attached 1list

C. Press Plan: Full press coverage

TALKING POINTS

Speech is being provided by Editorial Division.



PARTICIPANTS

A. Grant Whitney, Chairman, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Bicentennial
Committee

Dr. Joseph A. Gaston, Vice President, Johnson C. Smith University
(Invocation)

The Honorable John M. Belk, Mayor, City of Charlotte
Mrs. Liz Hair, Chairman, Mecklenburg County Commission

Captain Richard Arthur Frederick Dobbs, County of Northern
Ireland

The Honorable Jesse A. Helms, U.S. Senator, North Carolina
The Honorable James E. Holshouser, Jr.
Governor of North Carolina

The Honorable James G. Martin, Congressman, 9th District,
North Carolina

Dr. Billy Graham (Benediction)



THE MECKLENBURG DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE

THE MECKLENBURG DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Charlottestown No Carolina May 20th 1773

1st Resolved that whosoever dirsctly oz indirectly abetled or in any wayx,
form or manner countensnced the unchartsred and dangerous invasion ‘
of our rights, as claimed by Great Britain, is an enemy to this county,
to America, and to the inherent and Inalienable rights of man,

2nd Resolved that we the citlzens of Mecklenburg county, do heraby
dissolve the political bands which have connected us 3o the Mother
country, and hereby absoive ourselves from all allegiance to the British
Crown, and, adjure all palitical connection or association, with that
nation, who have wantonly trampled on our righis and libecsties and
inhumanely shed the blood of American patriots at Lexington.

3rd Resolved that we do hereby declare curselves a free and Independent
people; are, and of right ought {o be a sovereign and self governing
assoclation, under the control of no power other than that of our Cod
and the general government of the Congress: to the maintenance of
which independence we solemly pledge to each othesr our mutual
cooperation, our lives, our fortunes, and our mmost sacred honor,

4'h Fesolved hot as we now acknowledge the existance and control of no
law or lagol officer clvil or milltary, within this county, we do herehy
ordain and adopt as a rule of life, all, each and every of our former
laws, whereln, nevertheless, the Crown of Great Britain never can ba
considersd as holding rights, privileges, immunities, or 2uthorily therein,

5th Resolved that It is further decreed, that all each and every military
officer in this county, Is hereby reinstated in his former command and
authority, he acting conformably to these regulations, and that every
member present of this delegation, shall henceforth be a civil officer—
a Justice of the Peace in the character of a Commitlee man to issue
process, hear and determine all matters of controversy, according to said
adonted laws, and to preserve peace, union and harmony in sald county—
and use every exertion 1o spread the love of country and, fire of fresdom
throughout America untll a more general and organized government be
established in this province.

6th Resolved that a copy of {hese recolutions ba transmitted by express
to the President of the Continental Congress assembled in Phlladelphia,
to be laid before thal body. ’

John McXnltt Alexander Ephraim Brevard
Abraham Alexander
Thos. Polk. Adam Alexander John Phifer
David Reese Hezeklah Alexander
Will Kennon
Benjamin Patlon John Ford Robert Irwin
John Davidson Willlam Graham Waightstill Avery
John Flennigen Charles Alexander James Harrls
Henry Downs Richard Harris
Ezra Alexander Neil Morrison

Richard Zarry
Nemes torn off lovrer R, H. corner

Hezex!izh J. Balch  Zaccheus Wilson
John Queary Matinew McClure
E






