




























































































Bicentennial Bulletin
»xof National Capital Parks xx

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE WELCOMES
CAPITAL’S BICENTENNIAL VISITORS

Federal parklands in the Washington metropolitan area will
play a significant role in the celebration of America's 200th
birthday. Many of the Bicentennial programs planned through-
out the city and nearby Virginia, Maryland, and West Virginia
will be sponsored by National Capital Parks, a unit of the
National Park Service, Some programs are co-sponsored with
other government agencies and with private publlc-splrlted
organizations,

Following is a summary of Bicentennial programs planned by
National Capital Parks. Some dates are tentative. Further de-
tails are available at (202) 426-6700.

VISITOR SERVICES

**BICENTENNIAL INFORMATION CENTER**

Downtown visitors will be able to get their questions an-
swered, plan the rest of their tour, or even change the baby
at the Bicentennial Information Center, operated by the National
Park Service in the Great Hall of the Commerce Department Build-
ing, 15th and E Streets, N.W. Features of the center include a
display area of Presidential gifts, foreign wvisitor service
desk, Bicentennial events desk, services for the handicapped,
and overnight accommodation information. Opens March 15, 1 p.m.
Hours 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day through September.

** ACCOMMODATIONS INFORMATION#**
Information about immediate hotel/motel accommodations can

be obtained at 737-6666 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. daily. Shuttle
bus and Bicentennial event information is also available.

U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service




**C&0 CANAL*#*

Restoration of the towpath and stabilization of historic
canal structures is underway along the entire length of the
C&0 Canal, which sustained severe damage during a hurricane
in 1972. Mule-drawn barge trips, popular before the hurricane,
should begin again this summer.

**MALL REHABILITATION**

The two inner roads of the National Mall, Washington and
Adams Drives, have been removed, as well as 6th and 13th Streets
between Madison and Jefferson Drives. These roadways are being
replaced with pedestrian walks and bikeways, additional land-
scaping and visitor facilities, to make the Mall a safer and
more attractive place and more usable for outdoor activities.
Work should be completed by the end of June.

**NATIONAL SCULPTURE GARDEN**

A joint project of the National Park Service and the
National Gallery of Art, phase one was dedicated in December
1974, The garden, located at 7th Street and Constitution
Avenue on the Mall, features a reflecting pool used for ice

skating during the winter months and for model boating in
summer. When completed it will house exhibits of sculpture
arranged by the Gallery. '

# % # # #

(THE BICENTENNIAL BULLETIN WAS PREPARED BY THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC
AFFAIRS OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS, 1100 OHIO DRIVE, S.W.,
WASHINGTON, DoCo 20-2420000oouoo-.-ol.ooo-.-PHONE: 202_426-6700)
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**WASHINGTON MONUMENT ORIENTATION CENTER*#*

A Bicentennial gift to the nation from Eastman Kodak
Company, a temporary structure housing a 300-seat theatre has
been built on the Washington Monument grounds. Monument vis-
itors will be able to watch a wide-screen, 70mm film on George
Washington the Man, with Lorne Greene speaking in the first
president's own words. Photo information will be available
to help visitors make their trip a more meaningful one. The
facility will operate 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 7 days a week from
April 1 through October, ’

**#TOQUR RESERVATION SYSTEMS*#*

To help eliminate long waiting lines at the Washington
Monument and White House, ticket reservation systems and ex-
tended hours will be implemented at both sites in March,

white House

The White House will be open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., each
Tuesday through Friday and from 10 a.m, to 2 p.m. on Saturdays.
This new schedule will be in effect from March 16 through
October 23, Visitors will be issued tickets at National Park
Service booths on the Ellipse, directly behind the White House.
Tickets will have the time the ticketholder will be granted
admission to the White House, and will be issued for the
current day only. Bleachers have been installed on the Ellipse
to accommodate visitors awaiting their tour time., Musical
groups from across the country will offer entertainment.

Washington Monument

The Monument will remain open from 8 a.m. until midnight
7 days a week beginning March 22 through September. Visitors
will be issued entrance tickets, distributed from kiosks at
the monument parking lot and on 15th Street between Independence
and Constitution Avenues. Tickets will indicate the time of
the visitor's trip to the top and will be issued for the current
day only. Until their scheduled reporting time visitors will
be free to watch the movie at the new Orientation Center or go
to other nearby attractions. (First-come, first-served after
9 p.m.) :

**SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE**

To provide easier access to the downtown tourist attrac-
tions and the Festival of American Folklife, a fringe-parking/
shuttle bus service will be operated by the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Authority from Robert F. Kennedy Stadium
and the Pentagon/Fort Myer beginning April 18, Shuttle ‘buses
will carry visitors from these lots to stops along Constitution
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Avenue, beginning at 9 a.m. daily. Roundtrip fare, including
parking and transfer privilege to a Metrobus line, will be
$1.50 for adults and 75 cents for children. A family fare
plan permits one child to ride free on an adult ticket.

**EAGLE SCOUT PROGRAM*#*

Selected scouts will come to Washington to assist with
visitor services in National Capital Parks and to operate an
exhibit on scouting in West Potomac Park. The program will
run £rom June 6 through the summer.

**AID TO HANDICAPPED**

All areas of National Capital Parks are seeking to improve
services to the handicapped. A new ramp has been installed at
the Washington Monument entrance. A new entrance and elevator
for the Lincoln Memorial will be dedicated April 15 and a
similar project at the Jefferson Memorial will be completed
by June. More than 150 curb ramps have been constructed in
the area of the Mall, Ellipse and Monument Grounds. The
volunteer program is being expanded to provide better inter-
pretation for the blind through braille booklets and tapes
and the deaf through sign language tours. The Bicentennial
Information Center will offer a broad scope of services for
the handicapped.

**COMFORT STATIONS**

Four new permanent comfort stations in important visitor
areas have been added for the Bicentennial, at the Washington
Monument, the Folklife Festival site, West Potomac Park, and
Constitution Gardens.

**STGHTSEEING**

Tourmobile, a concessioner of the National Park Service,
provides transportation, with interpreters, to the major
attractions between the Kennedy Center and the Capitol, and to
Arlington Cemetery. A ticket is good for the full day, allow-
ing the visitor to get off at any stop, spend as long as he
wishes, and board a later vehicle. Purchase ticket at any
stop. Fare is $2.50 for downtown, $3.50 including Arlington,
half-price for children. Several commercial tour boat companies
offer a waterside view of Washington, with a dock near the
Lincoln Memorial.




ACTIVITIES

**FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN FOLKLIFE#**

National Capital Parks will co-sponsor, with the
Smithsonian Institution, a summer-long festival on parklands
south of the Reflecting Pool. More than 5,000 participants
will - be involved in this largest edition of the annual cele-
bration of America's folk heritage, presented with the financial
support of American Airlines and General Foods. There will be
four main themes: Regional America, Working Americans, 014
Ways in the New World, and Native Americans. The festival runs
Wednesdays through Sundays, June 16 through September 6, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. with some special evening concerts.

**MUSICAL REVUE OF AMERICA#**

A musical revue of America, presented at the Sylvan Theatre
on the Washington Monument grounds six nights a week from
June 14 through Labor Day. Each free, family-oriented program
will be climaxed with fireworks. Co-sponsored by the Marriott
Corporation with the National Park Service. 8 p.m. nightly,
closed Mondays.

**FREDERICK DOUGLASS MOBILE BICENTENNIAL THEATRE*#*

A special interpretive program related to the Frederick
Douglass Home will tell the story of Frederick Douglass and
the black experience in America, through a mobile theatre and
exhibit. The program opens July 9 at the Douglass Home,
14th and W Sts., SE., and will be shown in three other park
areas.

SPECIAL EVENTS

**BEN FRANKLIN KITE FLY MARCH 13*#*

The annual Kite Day on the Washington Monument grounds
this year honors Ben Franklin. Kite Day will get the Bicentennial
off the ground in Washington. Lehigh University Band and Ben
Franklin will appear. Free red-white-and-blue kites. Noon.

#*ST, PATRICK'S DAY PARADE MARCH 14*#*
The annual St. Patrick's Day parade highlights 200 years

of Irish in America. The parade begins at 2 p.m. from 7th St.
and Constitution Avenue and concludes at the Ellipse.
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**1,BJ MEMORIAL GROVE DEDICATION APRIL 6*%*

The official national memorial to the late President
Johnson, a grove of white pines, with bicycle paths, walking
trails and a stone monolith, will be dedicated by Mrs. Johnson
and other dignitaries in a public ceremony at 11 a.m. The
grove is in Lady Bird Johnson Park on the George Washington
Memorial Parkway between the Memorial and 1l4th Street Bridges.

**CHERRY BLOSSOM PARADE APRIL 10%*#*

The annual cherry blossom parade, highlight of the
April 5-10 festival, begins at 1 p.m. and moves along
Constitution Avenue from 7th to 23rd St. Predicted blooming
date for the trees around the Tidal Basin is March 22.

**GEORGE WASHINGTON INAUGURATION DAY APRIL 30%%*

A re-enactment ceremony at the Washington Monument on the
anniversary of George Washington's inauguration, to commemorate
the events of 1789 which officially established the three
branches of federal government. The leadership of each branch
will participate in an impressive program at which George
Washington will take the oath of office with appropriate pag-
eantry. Noon.

*X4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION**#

The traditional July 4 fireworks on the Washington Monument
grounds are being planned this year by "Happy Birthday U.S.A.",
a private organization of Washington area civic and business
leaders. Dusk. The group also plans other Independence week-
end events, including a parade. Phone: 382-1876,

**HERTTAGE DAYS: A BLACK PERSPECTIVE JUNE 18-20*%

A three-~day seminar reflecting on the achievement and
experiences of black Americans, will take place at Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park. Part of the park area is the
site of the former Storer College, one of the first public
colleges in the United States for blacks. Sponsored by the
National Park Service, Heritage Days is being planned by the
Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History.




DEVELOPMENT

**NATIONAL VISITOR CENTER**

Construction is underway to turn Union Station into a
National Visitor Center. Centrally located near the Capitol,
the center will be the primary source of information on visit-
ing Washington and touring the U.S., offering parking for
cars, restaurants, translation service, a multi-media audio-
visual program, and information on accommodations and attrac-
tions within the city and throughout the nation., Built in
1907 the building has been given a complete facelift inside
and out to restore its former Romanesque glory. Dedication
is set for July 4. Operating hours will be 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
daily.

**CONSTITUTION GARDENS**

Nearly 45 acres between the Washington Monument and the
Lincoln Memorial are being transformed into a sylvan park
featuring a six-acre lake with a landscaped island. Food and
comfort gacilities, walks and bike paths will be included in
the informal landscape, featuring 2,500 trees, 2,600 flowering
shrubs and 52,000 ground cover plants. Opening scheduled in
May.

**FORT CIRCLE PARKS**

Fort Dupont and Fort Stanton, two of the principal areas
in a circle of forts built around the city during the Civil
War, are sites of major Bicentennial improvements. At Fort
Dupont, work is underway on a visitor service complex, includ-
ing an indoor ice skating rink, softball, baseball and football
fields, basketball and tennis courts. The rink will be dedi-
cated June 11. Improvements at Fort Stanton include: picnic
areas, shelters and comfort facilities.

**ANACOSTIA COMMUNITY PARKS**

Parklands along the east bank of the Anacostia River are
being developed to meet the needs of nearby communities.
Athletic fields, tennis and basketball courts, picnic areas,
shelters and comfort facilities are being developed at Kenilworth,
River Terrace, Twining, and North and South Fairlawn. Twining
will also receive a large outdoor pavilion for roller skating
and multi-use programs. Dedication is set for June 2.




DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

news release

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE S. Alley (202) 343-7394

For Release_March 25, 1976

HISTORICAL GREATS WILL RETURN
FOR "A LITTLE LOOK AROUND'
What would Benjamin Franklin and other historical greats think of the
country they helped found if they were to return during the Bicéntennia]?
One answer to this question will be seen this summer in the National

Park Service's traveling Bicentennial show, "We've Come Back for a Little

Look Around." The show will portray not only Franklin but also Abraham

Lincoln, Mark Twain, John Adams and Annie Oakley in two national touring
proddétions.

Produced for the National Park Service by Franklin S. Roberts Associates
of Philadelphia, "Little Look Around" blends humor with history as it answers
Ben Franklin's 1773 wish "to come back in 100 years or more to see what had
become of the American spirit."

With a cast of six, the show will be performed at 110 national park areas,
starting May 2 at Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia and
ending September 5 at Cape Cod National Seashore, Massachusetts.

The show, which made a 20,000-mile pilet tour of parks in 1975, will
feature two road companies in two versions for the 1976 Bicentennial tour.
Each version will include characterizations of Franklin, Lincoln and Twain,
and a park ranger and park maintenance person will be portrayed in.contem-

porary roles.

(more)




Little Look Around--page two

In addition to these roles, the first version will feature Annie Oakley
as the fourth historical character. This tour, which opens May 2, will
travel to Lake Mead flational Recreation Area, Nevada, following its Phila-
delphia opening. From Lake Mead, the show will go to Cabrillo National
Monument in San Diego, California, and then begin a 20-state tour eastward,
ending July 25 at Moores Creek National Military Park, Currie, N.C.

John Adams will be seen as the fourth historical character in the second
road tour that opens June 5 at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C. This tour
will cover park areas in 23 states--from Great Falls Park, Md., to Mount
Rainier National Park, Wash., with its final performance September 5 at
Cape Cod National Seashore, Mass.

"'Little Look Around,'" sdid Nationa] Park Service Director Gary Everhardt,
"is an entertaining show produced for all ages and for production in any park
setting, whether it be against the background of an historic building or
monument or against the natural setting of a larger national park. Through
the varied characters, the cast debates the merits of America today and yester-
day to answer Franklin's question of whether conditions in the United States
warrant the continuation of the 'Great Experiment in Liberty.'"

Director of "Little Look Around" is Joseph F. Leonardo of Temple Univer-
sity's theatre department. He has worked in films, television and theatre.
The script was written by Daniel M. Klein, whose credits include special
comedy material for television, including the "A11l in the Family" series.

... Neil Bierbower, a teacher of costume and scenic disign at Temple, is
the show's designer.

Roberts Associates has been creating original history-oriented plays and
interpretative programs for NPS since 1973, including Bicentennial productions
for such NPS areas as Independence, Federal Hall National Memorial in New
York City and for Morristown National Historic Park, N.J.

A1l performances will be open free to the public.

--NPS--

Editon's Note: For a complete schedule 0f performances on more information,
contact the Office of Public Affairs, National Park Servdce,
Washington, D.C. 20240 ox telephone that office at
(202) 343-7394,

INT: 4153=76




NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Offdce of Public Affairs (202) 343-7394
Check locally with park for performance times NORTHERN
and axact location. More than one nerformance
will be scheduled at many parks.

"WE'VE COME BACK FOR A LITTLE T.00K AROUND"
Park

Ford's Theatre, Washington, D.C.

Fort Washington Park, Md. (suburban Washington)

The Washington Monument, Monument Grounds, Washington, D.C.

Great Falls Park, Va. '

Fredericksburg National Military Park, Fredericksburg, Va.

Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, Va.

Shenandoah National Park, Luray, Va.

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, W. Va.

Antietam National Battiefield Site, Hagerstown, Md.

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, Canal Lock 44, Williamsport, Md.
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Hisotorical Park, Cumberland, Md.

Allegheny Portage National Historical Site, Duncansville. Pa.

Gettysburg National Military Park, Gettysburg, Pa.

Fort McHenry National Monument, Baltimore, Md.

Morristown National Historical Park, Morristown, N. J.

Gateway National Recreation Area, Staten Island, N.Y. (Great Kills Park section)
Gateway National Recreation Area, Jacob Riis Park at Breezy Point, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Gateway National Recreation Area, Floyd Bennett Field at Jamaica Bay Unift, Brooklyn
Castle Clinton National Monument, Battery Park, New York City

Statue of Liberty National Monument, New York

Sagamore Hill National Historic Site, East Norwich, N.Y. {Long Island)
Fire Island National Seashore, Patchogue, N.Y.

Mound City Group National Monument, Chillicothe, Ohio

William H. Taft National Historic Site, Cincinnati, Ohio

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial, Dale, Indiana

George Rogers Clark National Historical Park, Vincennes, Indiana
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, St. Louis, Mo.

Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Springfield, Illinois
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, Portage, Ind.

Sieeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, Beulah-Benzonia, Mich.
Effigy Mounds National Monument, Prairie de Chien, Wisc.

(more)




? -~

No;thern Tour: "Little Look Around"

Date

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

Park

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site, West Branch, lowa
Apostle lslands National Lakeshore, Bayfield, Wisc.
Voyageurs National Park, International Falls, Minn.

NPS Midwest Regional Office, Bayliss Park, Council Bluffs.
Midwest Regional Office, Omaha, Neb. (Elmwood Park)
Homestead National Monument of America, Beatrice, Neb.
Scotts Bluff National Monument, Gering, Neb.

Fort Laramie National! Historic Site. Fort Laramie. Wyo.
Badlands National Monument, Kadoka, S. D.

Badlands National Monument, Wall, S. D.

Rocky Mountain Reaional Office. Denver, Colo.

Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyo.

Grand Teton National Park, Jackson, Wyo.

Yel lowstone National Park, Old Faithful area, Yellowstone, Wyo.
Coulee Dam National Recreation Area, Spokane, Wash.

North Cascades Natitonal Park, Mt. Vernon, Wash.

San Juan National Historical Park, Friday Harbor, Wash.
Olympic National Park, Port Angeles, Wash.

NPS Pacific Northwest Regional Office, Seattle, Wash.
Mount Rainier National Park, Longmire, Wash.

Whitman Mission National Historic Site, Walla Walla, Wash.
Fort Vancouver National Historic Site, Vancouver, Wash.
Fort Clatsop National Memoriai, Astoria, Oregon

Crater Lake National Park, Mazama Campground, Klamath Falls, Ore.

Redwoods National Park, Crescent City, Calif.
Yosemite National Park, Fresno,Calif. (Village Mall)

Sequoia National Park, Lodaepole Campground, Three Rivers, Calif.

Pinnacles National Monument, Paicines, Calif.

Golden Gate National Recreation Area, San Francisco, Calif.
Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site, Hyde Park, N.Y.
Saratoga National Historical Park,. Schuylerville, N.Y.

Fort Stanwix National Monument, Rome, N.Y.

Fanieul Hall, Boston National Historical Park, Boston, Mass.
Salem Maritime National Historic Site, Salem, Mass.

Minute Man National Historical Park, Concord-Lexinaton, Mass.
Cape Cod National Seashore, Orleans, Mass. ’

--end of tour--

INT: 4372-76¢




SOUTHERN

Check locally with park for times of performances.
At many parks, there will be more than one performance per day.
In some cases, the show may he performed off-site from the park

"WE'VE COME BACK FOR A LITTLE LOOK AROUND"
Park

Independence National Historical Park, Philadelphia, Pa.
Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Boulder City, Nev.
Cabrillo National Monument, San Diego, Calif.

Channel lIslands National Monument, Ventura, Calif.
Joshua Tree National Monument, Twentynine Palms, Calif.
Casa Grande National Monument, Coolidge, Ariz.

Tonto National Monument, Roosevelt, Ariz.

Coronado National Memorial, Sierra Vista, Ariz.
Tumacacori National Monument, Rio Rico, Ariz.

Gien Canyon National Recreation Area, Page, Ariz.

Canyon de Chelly National Monument, Chinle, Ariz.

Navajo Lands Group, Farmington, New Mexico

Mesa Verde National Park, Cortez, Colo.

Canyonlands Nationai Park, Moab, Utah

Colorado National Monument, Grand Junction, Colorado
Great Sand Dunes National Monument, Alamosa, Colorado
Bandelier National Monument, Los Alamos, New Mexico
Southwest Regional Office Headquarters, Santa Fe, New Mexico
Carlsbad Caverns National Park, Carlsbad, New Mexico
White Sands National Monument, Alamagordo, New Mexico

Chamizal National Memorial, El Paso, Texas

Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park, Fredericksburg, Texas
Chickasaw National Recreation Area, Sulphur, Oklahoma

Lake Meredith National Recreation Area, Fritch, Texas
Arkansas Post National Memorial, Gillett, Arkansas

Hot Springs National Park, Hot Springs, Arkansas

Pea Ridge National Military Park, Rogers, Arkansas

George Washington Carver National Monument, Joplin, Missouri
Wilson's Creek National Battlefield, Springfieid, Missouri
Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Van Buren, Missouri

Fort Donelson National Military Park, Dover, Tennessee
Shiloh National Military Park, Savannah, Tennessee
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Southern Tour: Little Look Around

Date Park

June Natchez Trace Parkway, Tupelo, Mississippi

June Vicksburg National Military Park, Vicksburg, Mississippi
June Chalmette National Historical Park, New Orleans, La.

June Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, Marietta, Ga.
June Andersonville National Historical Site, Americus, Ga.

June Fort Frederica National Monument, St. Simons Village, Ga.

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

Fort Carolina National Memorial. Jacksonvilte, Fla.

Castillo de San Marcos National Monument, St. Augustine, Fla.
Fort Sumter National Monument, Mount Pieasant, S. C.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park., Cherokee, N.C.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Gatlinburg, Tenn.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Townsend, Tenn.

Blue Ridge Parkway, Asheville, N.C. (Asheville Mall and Pisgah
Blue Ridge Parkway, Asheville, N.C. (At Oteen, N.C.)

Blue Ridge Parkway, Asheville, N.C. (At Cone Manor)

Cumberland Gap National Historic Park, Middiesboro, Ky.

July Mammoth Cave National Park, Mammoth Cave, Ky.

July Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site, Hodgenville, Ky.
July Guilford Courthouse National Military Park, Greensboro. N.C.
July Appomattox Courthouse National Historical Park, Appomattox, Va.
July Richmond National Battlefieid Park, Richmond, Va.

July Colonial National Historical Park, Yorktown, Va.

July Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Manteo, N. C.

July Moores Creek Nationai Military Park. Wilmington, N.C.

|
=
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--end of tour--




DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

news release

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE S. Alley (202) 343-7394

For Release March 18, 1976

'PEOPLE OF '76' TO BRING COLONIAL LIFE
TO NATIONAL PARK AREAS FOR BICENTENNIAL

"people of '76," a National Park Service Bicentennial program de-

signed to show a cross-section of colonial Tife through the use of actors,
craftspeople, props and sets, will tour 28 national park areas this
summer.

With a cast of 33 college-age performers, "People of '76" will open
June 22 at Gateway National Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J., and then journey
to parks across the country, giving two free, public performances during
each day's stay at the parks.

The show by the Interior Department agency revolves around an 18th-
century village set, designed to let visitors "wander through the village.,"
where they are encouraged to strike up conversations with the colonial
citizens. The villagers portray such roles as mayor, a French traveler, a
minister, a constable and colonial craftspeople, such as a gunsmith, a
spinner, a leatherworker and a pewterer. Throughout the two-hour program,
villagers discuss--and sometimes argue--among themselves and with the 20th-
century visitors the issues, attitudes and events of the mid-1700's.

Jean Henderer, Bicentennial coordinator for the NPS, said, "This is
not a performance in which he audience is seated, but rather a program
planned in such a way as to draw the audience into actions of the performers.
Each actor and craftsperson will be trained to respond to questions or
situations as though he or she were 1living in the 18th century. Once in
costume, the actors will react only in the characters they portray."

Throughout the performance, continuous activities, such as crafts
making, will take place and be highlighted by special scripted vignettes,
such as the British army coming to the village to recruit soldiers, and
the gunsmith giving special exhibitions of gunmaking and firing. Nearby
is a military encampment where visitors can see musket and cannon firing
and military musicians playing drum and fife.

(more)




add one--People

"Historical accuracy of costumes, props and training of all personnel
is one of the most important aspects of this show," said Henderer. "Period
clothing and props, made by the National Park Service, are authentic
replicas."

Sets for the show, designed for traveling, reveal the interiors of
the mayor's house, the shops of the craftspeople, and the homes of upper-,
middle- and lower-class residents.

Producer of "People of '76" is Gordon Hilker, theatre consultant and
arts manager. Director is Jack Tygett, director of musical theatre, School
of Performing and Visual Arts at the U.S. International University, San
Diego, California. Historical and military research and direction is under
William Brown, National Park Service historian. :

A11 performances are free to the public. The 1976 tour ends September
12 in the metropolitan Washington, D.C. area.

--NPS--

(Editor's Note: Attached is the 1976 schedule of performances.)




“4/1/176
Performance times are 1-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.,
"but times may vary with individual park
"PEOPLE OF '76'" TOUR OF NATIONAL PARK AREAS

PARK

Gateway National Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J. Sandy Hook Unit, N.J.

Gateway National Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J. Miller Field, Staten Island

Gateway National Recreation Area, N.Y.-N.J. Jamaica Bay Unit

Fort Stanwix National Monument, Rome, N.Y.

Allegheny Portage Railroad National Historic Site, Cresson, Pa.

Shenandoah National Park, Luray, Va.

Guilford Courthouse National Military Park, Greensboro, N.C. :

Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park, Ga.-Tenn. (Ft. Oglethorpe)

Natchez Trace Parkway, Tupelo, Miss.

Ft. Smith National Historic Site, Fort Smith, Ark.

NPS Southwest Regional Office, Santa Fe, New Mexico

Mesa Verde National Park, Cortez, Colo.

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, Page, Ariz.

Lake Mead National Recreation Area, Boulder City, Nev.

Whiskeytown National Recreation Area, Shasta, Calif.

Redwood National Park, Eureka, Calif.

Redwood National Park, Crescent City, Calif.

Fort Vancouver National Historic Site, Vancouver, Wash.

NPS Pacific Northwest Regional Office (Program at Seattle Center,
Seattle, Wash.)

Coulee Dam National Recreation Area, Spokane, Wash.

Grant-Kohrs Ranch National Historic Site, Deer Lodge, Mont.

Wind Cave National Park, S.D. (Program at Hot Springs, S. D.)

Program at Sioux City, Iowa (Site to be announced.)

Program at Rochester, Minn., sponsored by NPS Midwest Regional Office
(Site to be announced.) ’

Program at Kenosha, Wisc., sponsored by Chicago Field Office, NPS
(Site to be announced.)

Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area, Cleveland/Akron, Ohio

Fort Necessity National Battlefield, Farmington, Pa.

Gettysburg National Memorial Park, Gettysburg, Pa.

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, W. Va,

Rock Creek Park, Washington, D.C.

Manassas National Battlefield Park, Manassas, Va.

. Prince William Forest Park, Triangle, Va.
George Washington Memorial Parkway, McLean, Va.

—-End of Tour--




' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ‘ B icentenn ial
Background Inf ormation.: Eve nt s

' SCORES OF SPECIAL BICENTENNIAL PROGRAMS
IN PARKS HIGHLIGHT U.S. ETHNIC GROUPS

The heritage, culture and traditions of America's varied ethnic pop-
ulations are recalled in scores of special Bicentennial programs planned
this year at the 285 areas of the National Park Service.

"Heritage Days: The Black Perspective" celebrates the contributions
of Black Americans June 18-20 at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,

W. Va., with a series of exhibits,; dramatic and musical presentations and
seminars. The three-day program commemorates the role of Afro-Americans in
thke Revolutionary War and honors the history énd achievements of Blacks in
other fields.

For the first time in its history, Ellis Island in New York Harbor will

open in late May to visitors—-on a limited basis. Now being partially cleaned

and rehabilitated, Ellis Island--with its Great Hall--served as America's

major immigration point for 16 ﬁillion fﬁturé Americans from 1900‘to 1918.
Hawaiian heritage, history and culture will be celebrated at several
national parks in Hawaii, including the City of Refuge National Historical
Park, where an "Hawaiian Cultural Festival' July 1-4 focuses on such themes
as arts and crafts, Hawaiian family ﬁraditions, ancient music and "living
- off land and sea."
Songs and dances of Portﬁgal capture the essence of the Cabrillo
Festival Sept. 26-Oct. 3 at Cabrillo National Monument in San Diego.
At Golden Gate National Recreation Area in San Francisco, over 100 performing
groups, including American Indians, Hispanics, Blacks and Asians, will join
together for a "Western Bicentennial Folk Festival Oct. 9-11. -
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To acquaint children with aspects of Algonquin Indian culture,
Colonial National Historical Park in Virginia conducts a summer-long
series of tours and activities that includes games and demonstrations
of how Indian artifacts were used in their daily lives.

The Puerto Rican tree frog, symbolizing "good," and the "Devil,"
symbolizing "bad," star as characters in ; summer sound and light pro-
gram at San Juan National Historical.Site. This outdcor feature drama-
tizes the island's histcry and uses an original musical score that combines
the music of Puertc Rico's three basic culturai groups: the Taino Indians,
the Spanish and the Africans.

Captain.Jack's Stronghold at Lava Beds National Monument, Calif.,
is focal point of a one-day program in August with members of ;he Modoc/
Klamath tribe. The progfam commemorates the struggles of Captéin Jack, -~
a Modoc leader, who, with a small Modo€>band, took refuge in this lava
bed region and held ocut against federal and volunteer trdops for nearly
six months. Considered a major Indian war in the 1880's, it was the only
Indian war to be fought in California.

'Bent's 0l1d Fort National Historical Site, Colo., now nearing re-

construction, has on-going living history prcgrams to portray this site's

history as a meeting place for Indians and traders in the 1830's. Also

site of the 1840 peace treaty signed by Colonel Henry Dodge 2nd the Cheyenne
and Commanche Indians, the fort will be dedicated July 25.

The Battle of Little Bighorn takes on special significance this year
at Custer Battlefield National Monument, Mont., when the 100th anniversary.
of that battle is marked in commemorative ceremonies July 23 and July 25.
Seven Sioux tribes will participate.

(more)
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The history of the Ozark region in Missouri and Arkansas is recounted
in a regular program at Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Mo., this summer.
A park interpreter assumes‘the character of Henry Schoolcraft, a native of
Vermont, who traveled the Ozarks in 1818-1819. From his extensive diary,

this area's history is described, including his friendships with the Indians

he grew to know and their way of life and feelings for the land. Through

this portrayal, past cultures are relived, including insights into the
craft skills of boat-building, corn-milling and making sorghum molasses,
introduced by Scottish-Irish settlers between 1803-1830.

Members of the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, Seminole and Cherokee tribes
conduct a 10-week Indian crafts program at Ccmulgee National Monument,

Macon, Ga. Visitors can see how pine needles are gathered, cane is split,
dyed and woven--all parts of the basketmaking process. They can alsc hear
Indian legends or watch a Seminole musical instrument-maker, whose specialty
is the lute, show his talents.

Artists Cicely Tyson and Roscoe Lee Brown will be fé;tured in an outdoor
historic drama about the experiences of Black Americans from colonial times
to the present. Co-sponsored by the National Park Service's Frederick Douglass
Home and the‘Afro—American Bicéntennial Corporation, the drama, titled "The
Bicentennial: Black American Reflections," mixes dialogue, music, narration,
song and dance. Scheduled from July 9 to Aug. 1, it will be seen in parks
in the Washington, D.C. area.

Numerous other programs and activities are also scheduled at National-
Park areas across the country. They're all based on parts of America's
history--and they're all parts of the National Park Service's Bicentennial

celebration.
~=NPS—-

4/76 (202) 343-73%4









