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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Date: August 1, 1975

MEMORANDUM TFOR: JACK MARSH

FROM: WARREN S. RUSTAND

SUBJECT: ' k K. T ] Chairman, Freedon
Penn Mutual Life

e

The attached is being sent to you your advice and

recommendation.
Would you advise as soon as possible.

Thank you.

COMMENTS :




CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

CITIZENS’ FREEDOM WEEK COMMITTEE

Mayvox Frank L. Rizzo : 1660 MunicieaL Services BuiLping
Honorary Chairman PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 19107

Frank K. Tarsox MUNIcipAL 63676
General Chairman

CuagLEs ¥, ScHALCH
Treasurer

Coordinated in the office of the
City Representative

The hcnorable Cerald R. Ford
The White louse
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

A group of civic leaders and prominent businessmen has been
spearheading = community effort to bring back to Philadelphia
for the Bicentennial summer of 13876 the original engrossed
Declaration of Independence which presently is in the National
Archives in Washington. You can assure the success of this
effort,

There are many positive reasons for returning this priceless
record of our American heritage to the City where it was drafted,
adopted and signed. The Declaration belongs where it was created
when we celebrate that most historic occasion of all times --

the nation's 200th anniversary of independence.

We are respectfully reguesting an appointment with you at your
convenience, hopefully in September. At that time a delegation
of those individuals most deeply involved will present to you
petitions on which a minimum of one million signatures will be
reccrded. These petitions represent the unified opinicn of all
these good pecple who are asking you to accord them and millions
more like them a more meaningful Bicentennial experience by
granting their request. -

Returning the Declaration of Independence to Philadelphia will
place in this city the three most important artifacts related to
our cherished independence -- the Declaration of Independence,
Indepsndence Lall and the Liberty Bell. ¥With your deep sense of
history, we are confident you can appreciate what an impact such
a Philadelphia experience would have on all Americans, and how
very grateful they would be to you for making this possible.




The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
July 28, 1975
Page Two

The Declaration of Independence would have all the protection
and security it requires. It is our plan to place this document
in the fireproof, fully secured First Bank of the United States,
a most historic building which is under the jurisdiction of the
National Park Service. Visitors will be directed to see the
Declaration of Independence in the same meaningful fashion as
they are directed to visit the Liberty Bell and Independence
Hall.

We look forward to our meeting with you.

Respectfully,

Frank K. Tarbox

Chairman, Freedom Veek
President, Penn Mutual Life
Insurance Comparny

On behalf of the Coordinators and Sponsors:

Richard C. Bond
Chairman
" Philadelphia '76, Inc.

Peter F. McGoldrick
President
Acme Markets

William B. Eagleson, Jr.

Chairman and President
Girard Bank

Robert Harrison
Chairman
John Wanamaker

Louis C. Fisher
Chairman
Gino's Inc.

Theodore A. Burtis
President
Sun 0il of Pennsylvania

Jerry Pomerantz
President
The Morrison Company
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City of Philad lelphia ) '3 P Services Buikling
‘RANK L. R1ZZ0. Mayor ¢ ¥ Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

" JARRY R. BELINGLR, City Representative

FOR RELEASE WEDNESDAY, JULY 2:

A massive community wide campaign designed to bring
back to Philadelphia from Washingtcn, D.C. the original
engrossed Declaration of Inlzpendence for the Bicentennial
of 1976, will be launchcd today f{izdaesday, July 2) by
Mayor Frank L. Rizzo and the top executives of five sponsor-
ing firmss Ceremonies will be held at 2 p.m. in Indepen-
dence Hall.

The mayor will be the first of more than one million
signers to petition the President of the United States to
return the Declaration of Independence to the city where it
was drafted, adopted and signed in 1776. Appropriately,
the petition signing will take place at the desk used by
Thomas Jefferson in the Assembly Room of the shrine of
American liberty.

Joining the mayor as the first of the petitioners will

be Hobart G. Cawood, superintendent of Independence National

Historical Park, and representatives of Acme Markets, Gino's

Restaurants, Girard Bank, Sunoco and.John Wanamaker. These
firms represent some one thousand business outlets at which
thé"public can sign the petitions during the month of Julv.

Signing for Acme lkarkets, Inc. will be its presidentr
Peter I. McGoldrick. Louis C. Fisher, chairman of th%éj'Fu
board will sign for Gino's, .Jnc. 5

- More -




Girérd Bank

William B. Eagleson, Jr., Chairman and President of
will sign for that institution, while Theodore A, Burtis, president
of Sun 0il of Pennsylvania and executive vice president of the Sun

0il Co. will represent his company. Robert Harrison, president of

John Wanamaker will record his signature on the petition.

Freedom Week Chaivman Frank K. Tarbox, who is president of the
Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co., and Ricnard C. Bond, chairman of
Philadelphia '76, Inc., wi}l alsc be o3 F.~3d to sign the petition.

The plan to bring back the Dr-olevanion to P?iladelphia was
conceived by the City Rapresentat’vals office for the Freedom Week
Committee whose activit:res it cooriirztes. The drive will be
carried on under the auspices of the rrecdom Jeek Committee and
Philadelphia '76, Inc., the city's bicencr-.nial planning agency.

Also joining in coordinating the eIZoct will be the Morrison
Co., a sales promotion agracy. whose presic nt, Jerry Pomerantz, a
member of the Freedom Wcek Committee, is contributing the parchment
petitions as a public service.

The return to Philadelphia of the Declaration of Independence,
which was signed in Indegsndence Hall, will place in Philadelphia
three of the most revered symbols of American liberty--the Liberty
Bell, Independence Hall and the Declswation of Independence, just
as in 1776. It will make the Biccnuzanial celebration a tremendous-
ly meaningful experience for the mill:ens wiho live in the Delawarifﬂm
valley and the millions more who will visit Philadelpnia for th%?g.
nation's 200th anniver:iy. %%

Should President F.:d, who is expect=d to speak at Independe;Eé””
Hall on July 4, 1976, a~r=e to return b= s=claration of Indepen-
dence to Philadelphia, e will be “c¢i . .2ing a precedent set by
President Ulysses &. Grunbt who peor:inrea the historic document to

come "home" for the Centennial observance in 1876, when Grant spoke

here on July 4. ~ More -




When the Declaration of Independence is returned, it will be
housed with appropriate security in The First Bank of the United
States, 3rd st. between Chestnut and Walnut sts. Although the most

desirable location would be Independence Hall, officials of Indepan-

dence National Historical Park contend it will restore the problem

of crowding which is now being resolved by moving the Liberty Bell
to its own building on Indgpendence Mall.

The First Bank is a very historic building gfected between
1795 and 1797. 1It is considered the oldest bank building in the
United States and is presently under restoration for the Bicen-
tennial. It will house an exhibit of the executive branch of the
Federal government covering the years 1790 to 1800, when Phila-
delphia was the capital of the nation. It is a part of Indepen-
dence National Historical Park under the jurisdiction of the
National Park Service.

According to Park Superintendent Cawood, using the First Bank
to house the Declaration will allow visitors to Independence Park
to enjoy all the symbols of the nation's birth. Their first stop
will be at the Visitors Center, 3rd and Chestnut sts. for orient-
ation. Entering the front door of the First Bank they will view -
the Declaration and depart by the back exit into Carpenter's Hall

Courtyard, working their way westward to Independence Hall and the

)Q . F*.’j;é ,

Liberty Bell Pavilion. . A

The committee has unofficially set August 2 as the closing

%,

date of the campaign in the hopes that the minimum of the million “w—""
signatures sought will have been attained on the historic date of
the sigring of the Declaration.

Pet-tions will be on prominent display for public signing at &t
Acme &ioc Juper Saver Markets, Gino's and Reatler Restaurants, Girarad
Bank Offices, Sunoco Stations and John Wanamaker stores.
# 0 W
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FCR IMMEDIAT. RALEASE:

Mayor Frank L. Rizzc tcday fcrmally requested The
President cf the United States to return the Declaraticn c£
Independence tc Philadelphia for the bicenténnial summer cf
1976.

In a letter tc President Fcrd, Maycr Rizzc stated that
the citizens c¢i the area have evidenced great interest in
having the Declaraticn tempcrarily returned to the city where
it was written, adcpted and signed.

He referred to a maésive community-wide canpaign tc
bring back the Declaration of Independence which is being
coordinated by the city's Freedom Week Ccmmittee and
Philadelphia '76, Inc. The campaign is spcnsored by Acme and
Super Saver Markets, Gino's and Rustler Restaurants, Girard
Bank, Sun 0il Cc. and John Wanamaker, in ccoperaticn with The
Morriscn Cc.

Petitions for public signing have be2n placed at all cf
the merchandising cutlets ¢f the sporscring companies. In
the brief pericd cf time cince the prcgram was launched cn
July 2 at Independcnce Hall by Maycr Rizzo scme 200,000
signatures have been reccrded,

The Mayor inf .rmed Presid:nt Ford that a minimum cf cne
millicn signatures vill be directed to The Vhite Hose befcre

the summer is cver.




Mayor Rizzc ncted that President Grent

Daclaraticn of Independence to be sent te Pulladelphia fer the
Centennial in 1373. H2 stataed thot Philadelphis agein "wculd like
to give this hallcwad dccument an hencrad place where it could be
viewed by the public ccmplete with all tha saicty and prctacticn
it is ncw acccrded fn the Nationsl dAxchieves in Washingten.™

Morecver, Maycr Eizzc declared, the revuin cf the Declaraticn
wculd go far to mokz the Ricentennial a "mcrz m2apingful and
memcrable experiznca’ cr millicns ¢f Amevicans,

Should Presidens Ferd appreve tbe rztuzn cf the Declaraticn
cf Independance, ta2 plans arz2 tc bouse the dccument at the
histcric First Banl «n 3rd st. between Chostnut and Welnut. Tt
would then plac2 in this city the three majcr artifacts cf
American independ:znc2 ~- the Declavaticn ¢£ Trdapendence, the
Liberty Bell and Indcpendence Hall.

i st
S. Kauders

MU-6-"675 7/16/75
2:15




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 30, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE

FROM: TED MARRS 9}/

Attached is a copy of the letter Jim 0'Neill,
Acting Archivist of the United States, sent

to the Philadelphia News in reference to the
requested transfer of the Declaration of
Independence to that city in 1976. A copy

of the memo which went to Jim Falk concerning
Mayor Rizzo's letter on the same subject, and
a copy of my memo to Jim Connor, Larry Speakes
and Jim Falk are attached.

Thought you might want to pass this on to Jack.




FALK, JIM
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

July 25, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM FALK
FROM: TED MARRS

In refarence to the request of Mayor Rizzo to
have the Declaration of Independence placed in
Philadelphia sometime during 1976, I would
heavily support this from a Bicentennial point
of view. It seems most appropriate.

Obviously, having seen the protective devices -
vacuum containers, climate control, etc., ~ which
are in use at the National Archives, and recognizing -
its preciousness, theve may be some serious problems -
of mﬂﬂm‘fngﬂityormimt damage to be
cmfnﬂy miw
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RIZZO, FRANK L.MAYOR
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

 MEWORADUM FOR:  JIM FALK
FROM: ~ MILT MITLER

A similar request to that contained in the
attached lettar from Mayor Rizzo of Philadelphia
concerning the Declaration of Independence was
received from the Philadelphia Datly News. We
have asked Dr. James 0'Neill, Deputy Archivist
of the Natiomal Archives, to reply to the news-
paper directly with a -copy to us.

In conversation with Dr. 0'Nefll, he peinttd out
because of the fragility of the document, the

need to keep it within a protective environment
under specified climatic conditfons, and several
other factors, 1t would be impractical to move
it o mmﬂpm.

Would you please respend to the Mayor's request
~ 7~ direst. Should you want to contact Dr. O'MH
_-ﬂm.hmhmhdat 953-34&. :

£10 ke ¢ e i, B R U N,




O F P H ILADETLDPIETIA

FRANK L. RIZZO
MAYOR

July 16, 1975

Honorable Gerald R. Ford,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Presidents:

As Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, I respectfully
request that you use your goéd offices to enable the
Declaration of Independence to be displayed in Philadelphia
during the summer of 1976. T

Rt S cm—

There is great interest among the citizens of this region
to have the Declaration temporarily returned to the City
where it was written, adopted and signed.

During the first week in which we launched our program
to bring this document home, almost 200,000 people have
demonstrated their support by signing a petition directed
to you.

We expect to have a minimum of one million signatures
cn your desk before the summer is over.

As you are aware, President Grant gave permission for
the Declaration of Independence to be sent to Philadelphia
for the Centennial in 1876.

Once again, we would like to give this hallowed dccument
an honored place where it could be viewed by the public
ccmplete with all the safety and protection it is now accorded
ir the National Archives in Washington.




Honorable Gerald R. Ford July 16, 1975

I do hope that you will lend yocur full support to our
efforts to make the Bicentennial celebration a more meaningful
and memorable experience.

Thank you for your consideration.










THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 6, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

FROM: TED MpRRS 2

I have advised Jim 0'Neill to proceed with a Timited
printing allowing one for each state and one for each
visiting head of state. There will, if the plate holds
out, be a printing of 250.












