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MEMORANDUM FOR: Jack Ma.rsh/
Ted Marrs
FROM: John W. Warner
Administrator
SUBJECT: National Bicentennial Medal

By direction of Congress and with the concurrence of the Secretary of the
Treasury, this Agency has designed and ordered from the U. S. Mint the
official National Bicentennial Medal to cammemorate the years 1776-1976.
Basically the design is the Statue of Liberty on one side and the Seal of
the United States on the reverse. (See enclosed brochure.)

Beginning January 1, the medal will go on public sale and the net proceeds
fraom the U. S. Mint will be returned to this Agency for distribution, as
approved by the Board, in parts to: the 55 State Bicentennial Commissions,
National Bicentemnial programs, and, hopefully, the "Bicentennial Fellow-
ship Program” now being developed jointly with the Department of State.

As this is the National Medal, I recommend that the President receive
from me the first medal in 3" sterling silver. The primary purpose of
such a presentation is the symbolism of the President, during the Bicen-
tenniial period, receiving the first medal; however, there is a secondary
importance in having the hoped-for national publicity spur the sales so
that National Bicentennial programs can be the beneficiary of the antici-
pated net proceeds. Hopefully, this presentation can be made prior to the
President's trip to the Peoples Republic of China.
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THE NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL MEDAL

The American Revolution Bicentennial Administration under
specific direction of Congress will issue the National
Bicentennial Medal. Because Congress has directed it be done
and the U.S. Mint will produce it, this medal is truly the
only national commemorative medal to honor our Bicentennial.

Design work was completed several months ago and was a joint
effort of the ARBA and U.S. Mint staff. One side features
the Great Seal of the United States set in a Bicentennial
design including the national symbol of the Bicentennial.
The other side portrays the Statue of Liberty surrounded by
fifty stars representing each state and their contributions
to the growth and development of America. Also included are
the words, "Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness".

The medal has a dual purpose -- commemorate our two centuries
of liberty and raise funds for Bicentennial projects and
scholarships.

The medal will be issued in three sizes in solid gold and

the funds raised from the sale of these gold medals will be
used to create a scholarship fund. Revenues from the sterling
silver and bronze medal will help fund Bicentennial activities
at national, state and community levels on a matching basis.

There will be seven medals as follows varying only by size
and metal from which made. Each is individually boxed in a
handsome display case. '

Bronze 1 1/2" Diameter . $5.00
Gold Plated Bronze 1 1/2" Diameter $15.00
Sterling Silver 1 1/2" Diameter $25.00
Sterling Silver 3" Diameter $150.00
Solid Gold (.900 fine) .906" Diameter $100.00
Solid Gold (.900 fine) 1 5/16" Diameter $400.00
Solid Gold (.900 fine) 3" Diameter $4000.00
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THE WHITE HOUSE 77 ¢ 1375

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1975

COMMEMORATIVE PRESENTATION
PF THE
NATI@NAL BICENTENNIAL MEDAL
‘Monday, December 22, 1975
12:45-12:55 PM (10 Minutes)
QVAL QFFICE :

FROM: MILTGN E. MITLER

PURPOSE

To receive the first National Bicentennial Medal which has .r
been commissioned by Cengress and will be offered to the N
American public starting January 1, 1976. B

-~

BACKGRBUND, PARTICIPANTS ANB PRESS PLAN

A. Background: The Congress of the United States directed
that: "A national medal shall be struck cemmemerating 1776
and its significance to American Independence."

1. This medal is now in being and. will be placed

on public sale January 1, 1976. has been minted
in gold, silver, gold-plated bronze and bronze to
permit a wide-spread opportunity fer purchase.

Design work of the medal was the jeint effert of the
American Revolution Bicentennial Administration and
U.S. Mint staffs. The medal was preduced by the Mint
and will be sold by that agency.

2. The medal has a dual purpose -- cemmemgratien of
our two centuries of liberty and to raise funds for
Bicentennial projects and scholarships.

3. One side features the Great Seal of the United
States set in a Bicentennial design including the
Natipnal symbol of the Bicentennial. The other side
portrays the Statue of Liberty surrounded by fifty
stars representing each state and their contributions

to the growth and development of America. Also included -~

are the words, "Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness
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3. Net proceeds from the U.S. Mint will be returned
to ARBA for distribution, as approved by the Board,
in parts to:. the 55 State Bicentennial Commissions,
National Bicentennial programs, and, hopefully, the
"Bicentennial Fellowship Program" now being developed
jointly with the Department of State. Those funds
going to National, State and community levels will

be on a matching basis.

4. John Warner, Administrator, American Revolution
Bicentennial Administration will present a Silver
National Bicentennial Medal to the President and show
him the gold medal.

B. Participants: List attached.

C. Press Plan: Full Press Coverage.

TALKING POINTS

To be provided by Paul Theis.



List of Participants

Honorable John W. Warner

Administrator

American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration

Honorable William E. Simon
Secretary of the'Treasury

Honorable Mary Brooks
Director, Bureau of the Mint

Honorable Russell B. Long
Chairman, Senate Finance Committee

Honorable Carl T. Curtis
Ranking Minority Member
Senate Finance Committee

Honorable Henry S. Reuss
Chairman, House Banking, Currency
and Housing Committee

Honorable Albert W. Johnson

Ranking Minority Member

House Banking, Currency and
Housing Ccmmittee

Mr. Sydney Eiges

Deputy Director

American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration

Mr. Henry H. Hyde

Director,

Commemorative Sale, American }
Revolution Bicentennial Administration



Honorable Edward W. Brooke

United States Senate

421 Russell Senate Office Buildia:z
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Joseph Montova

United States Senate .

5229 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Lindy Boggs

House of Representatives !

1519 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 '

Honorable M. Caldwell Butler
House of Representatives

109 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Mike Mansfield

United States Senate

133 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Hugh Scott
United States Senate
260 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Thomas P. 0'XNeill

House of Representatives

2231 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable John Rhodes

House of Representatives

2310 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Hubert Humphrey

United States Senate

232 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Roman L. Hruska

United States Senate

209 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

224-2742

224-5521

225-6636

225-5431

224-2644

224-6324

225-5111

225-2635

224-3244
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Honorable Jake Pickle 225-4865

House of Representatives
231 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Marvin Esch 225-4401
House of Representatives ‘

2353 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Leonor K. Sullivan 225-2671

House of Representatives !
Rayburn House QOffice Building
Washington, DC 20515






