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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 2, 1976 

RUSS ROURKE v£_ / 
MILT MITLER ~ 

Russ, here is the Canaveral Schedule Proposal. 

JUN 2 1975 

I pointed out the reasons why I think the President 
should attend at some point during June. After 
June, with the Exposition running just 100 days, 
it will be too late to give the recognition which 
would help increase audiences. 

The event was opened unofficially on May 29th and I 
have been informed that the reaction has been quite 
good. They plan the "Official" opening on June 14th, 
at this point. 

Attachment (Canaveral Schedule proposal) 

Digitized from Box 64 of The John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



VISIT: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

CABINET 
"PARTICIPATION: 

SPEECH 
MATERIAL: 

PRESS 
COVERAGE: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
SCHEDULE PROPOSAL FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DATE: MAY 25, 1976 A/Af!'
FROM: THEODORE C. MARRS r:&:i.~u 

MILTON E ~ MITLER 7iJI!! 
JOHN 0. MARSH, Jr~ 
WILLIAM W. NICHOL~ 

THRU: 
VIA: 

To visit the U.S. Bicentennial Exposition on 
Science and Technology, Kennedy Space Center, 
Cape Canaveral, Florida and officially 
'open' the event. 

At the President's convenience between 
June 9-30, 1976. The preference expressed 
by NASA is June 14. 

The U.S. Bicentennial Exposition on Science 
and Technology, which the President approved 
for implementation at Cape Canaveral, will 
open to the public for 100 days on May 29, 
1976. Presidential participation would both 
assist in bringing additional attentio~ to 
the activity and would further evidence 
the President's interest in it. 

location: Kennedy Sp.ace Center, Cape 
Canaveral, Florida. 

participants: To be supplied. 

expected length: 1-2 hours 

None essential, but since the various 
cabinet agencies are among the exhibitors~ 
it is conceivable that Cabinet members may 
desire to join the President. 

Talking points to be supplied by Bob Orben. 

Full press. 

JOHN 0. MARSH, Jr. 
THEODORE C. MARRS 
MILTON E. MITLER 

JOHN 0. MARSH, Jr. 
THEODORE C. MARRS 
MILTON E. MITLER 



OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
P A..~TICIPATION: 

BACKGROL"'};1): 
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None 

None at the Site. The President did meet 
with Federal Agency representatives for a 
briefing on the project on February 9, 1976. 

The President approved this program as the 
one Bicentennial activity which would be a 
combined Federal effort. He announced this 
at the Cabinet meeting on September 17, 1975 
and urged all Federal Agencies to parti
cipate to the extent each could. 

In concert with the overall commemoration of 
our nation's 200th anniversary, it was 
determined that there needed to be some focus 
on science and technology with a look toward 
the future. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administra
tion (NASA) has been the single manager of the 
Exposition and when the gates open on May 
29, 1976, the visiting public will be 
treated to some innovative possibilities for 
future life styles. 

There are fifteen prefabricated domes and 
within each the Federal Agencies, private 
sector companies and some colleges and 
universities will offer a variety of exhibits, 
each dealing with life style advances on 
which that group is working and which will 
become reality in the near future. 

In all, seventeen agencies, ten private 
companies and six colleges and universities 
have joined together to make the Exposition 
a success. 

Ofie of the largest American flags ever to be 
seen has been painted on the side of the 
Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB). It 
measures 209' by 110'. A Bicentennial emblem 
also on the building measures 110' in 
diameter. 

The Federal Agencies participating are: 
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American Revolution Bicentennial Admini
stration 

Bureau of Standards 

Community Services Administration 

Department of Agriculture 

Department of Defense 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare 

Department of Housing & Urban Development 

Department of the Interior 

Department of the Treasury 

Department of Transportation 

Energy Research and Development Agency 

Environmental Protection Agency 

National Aeronautices and Space Administration 

National Endowment for the Arts 

National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

National Science Foundation 

United States Postal Service 

From the private sector: 

E-Systems 

General Dynamics 

Grummond 

IBM 

Lockheed 

McDonnell-Douglas Aircraft Corporation 

Rockwell International 
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Thiokol 

TRW 

United Technology Corporation 

Schools and Colleges~ 

Bethune-Cookman College 

Florida A & M 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Savannah State College 

University of California at Berkely 

University of Texas 

The project has received some very good 
press coverage thus far and it is expected 
some 800,000 visitors will see the exhibits 
during its run. 

A Presidential visit would be appropriate 
during the time period suggested. It would 
represent a natural follow-on to the interest 
expressed both by the President during the 
period of inception and at the time of the 
February press announcement~ from which 
the following quote has been attributed 
to the President: 

"We will show America what we have done 
and what we're going to do with our funds, 
the ingenuity of our scientists and the 
drive and fo~esight of our private sector." 

! 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE ---------------- --------------



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 3, 197p_: 
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This will serve to 
supplement the 
schedule proposal 
already in your 'Pi" 
f1le. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llhr ~s' c~ AcJ}..!Jss 
(Y\~ CL.O"f11!Y2.e{:) ~g'(;. 

~ ~i)~ rueL. 



!'he~t 
Tba liAit:a House 
~, :D...C.. 20590 --
For .BCal8 tiaa, Reri"«t::a of 1!lY st:af.f have heeD discasa.i.Dg 
wi.t:ll tha wtdi:a Hoa.se :Sieeutanzaial O£fice our hOPe that: 
yoa vi.ll be abl.a to cled.i.cate -the Bicaatenmial ~t.i011 
oa Scl.eaee aDC1 'recimology at the Ketmedy Space Center OR 
JWD8 l.t. 

lie~~- tJie di:ffi.calty ef q%81ld.J19 a «<F itlaaat. 
dariJWg t:M ear:eato t.iJa fl:a-# .bat.: :t 4o 1d.ah to ~ 
..,. .,.. pencaal daei.J:e ~ :raa put.icipe;ta - fea.arau 
g.a1 n all4 dedicai:CII:J" spealt•r• rcn:a: pl .... caa l.a!t.4 ca 1Uaa 

· :aer 81•• 8l:llltUa lawHDt at:r.ip, j.at: a :hlr 1l1IDd:l:ed. ]'az:da 
b:aa die Bai-.J.~ si:t.e# ... hy --· 0~ aatalllt:a 
.C* aica*itlll J'Oil wiJ.l ba abl.a to t:.lll.k to all.~- peapl.e 
d aa:r: aat:::l.aa .. ~ c1ed.t.aate 'tbi.8 •t:UJ:I.a9 -.n•ioa o! 

.- •a 1 r lea •s 1at::al'a. 

:raa will. 11e ..,...a id t~aa. axpoaiU.. t:~~.at. u. IIPXIm9· fna 
:J"C'iiC ~sal d 1ut: ~. .aa a aiiCMPc•• ~ .a.u1caa 
l.eaiesabjp-.ia a<:iaace aw~·t:ecbaol.og • .U.1NN14 ~a 

•· ~7 aJJPZap:d at:e- 1ona t%cll111:dcb to addnes· tbll Allad.aaa · 
~· ca ~ .a.y, D7G.. ra -.attd.aa. Jo.t:411P!'•azaaca _ · 
_..111 6r:t I ah te .__. idle INCC888 of •3z4 C811;bu:y ~ca;• 

t:.lle · -.1'r -· 6 I &fe-ND- apa~~...a B:lepa•h:I.OD fd ~ Dat:.ica •· . 
Bia•t-nia.l ~·· ... 

JAS& ia Daaoncl te ha,._ .beea de:eiqaated by 7CR1 as boat 
&14 leaQ ~ for tiae •••••r-10119' l:q"'OIit:ioa. K.J:low:i.ag' 
o£ t:he a .. ..aa aa you: staff, ve wow.a be bappy to p:rcwit.ie 
d:rafl: rem.a.:rk.a, i.f thai: wou.lc:l be bal.pfQJ.. 

~pec:tfl;ll.l.y ¥ 

... 

,:""_:.,--....,.4 *·-.. -t .... ~ 

blcc: CotmSell.or Jolm o. Marsh 
Dr. Theodore Mar.rs 

... , -:!" .. ~ - ~ ~ ..... l1r. Mil. ton Mi tler 
Mr. Herbert J. Rowe 
Mr. Miles Ross 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1976 

Mr. Marsh: 

Pete Crow, NASA, called in re the Cape 
Canaveral Exposition dedication on Monday. 
They still do not have an Administration 
representative. They have tried all the 
Cabinet officers and they are unavailable. 

They thought perhaps the First Lady could 
do it. "She would be perfect. We are all 
very excited about this prospect. 11 

He wanted to come to you and see what can 
be done. Because it 1s very close to the 
date of the dedication, he would appreciate 
hearing from you as soon as possible. 

Donna 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 15, 1976 

:::: :::::R~ 
BICENTENNIAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
EXPOSITION - 3rd CENTURY AMERICA 

The official dedication of the Bicentennial Science 
and Technology Exposition, Kennedy Space Center, 
Cape Canaveral on Monday, June 14, 1976 was from 
all aspects a very enjoyable and well run affair. 

The exhibits have been put together with excellent 
thought and immagination and satisfied the intent 
of the program - a look into the near future for 
life styles - and entertainment. One specific 
factor is that many of the exhibits have sections 
which will amuse and educate young people. 

The ambiance is extremely well done. While it 
is not a carnival effect, it does have an atmosphere 
of fun and festival. 

Right now they're averaging about 4,000 paid attendees 
a day ($3 for an adult, $2 for youth and $1 per 
child) and they anticipate this growing dramatically 
once school is out. 

I have attached the program for the dedication 
and a brochure on the exhibit. 

Attachment (Brochure on Science and Technology 
Exposition'& Program for Dedication) 



3rd Century America 
The U.S. Bicentennial Exposition on Science and Technology 

Junel4,1976 
II :00 A.M. 

DEDICATION CEREMONY 

Introduction: 

National Anthem: 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. LeeR. Scherer, Director 
John F. Kennedy Space Center 

United States Marine Corps Band, Quantico 

Welcome: Dr. James C. Fletcher, Administrator 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

President's Message: The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States of America 

Remarks: Astronaut John Young, Captain 
United States Navy 

Dedication Speech: 

The Honorable Lou Frey, Jr. 
Congressman, 9th District, State of Florida 

The Honorable Philip Buchen 
Counsel to The President of the United States 

Music before and after the ceremony by the Cocoa Beach High School Minuteman Band 



KENNEDY SPACE 
CENTER MAY 30 THRU 

SEPT.l1976 
10 a.m. till 7 p.m. daily Ticket Counter closes at 5 p.m. 



Welcome to 3rd Century America, your nation's . 
Bicentennial Exposition on Science and Technology, 
the only exposition sponsored by the U.S. Government 
during the Bicentennial Year. You're going to have an 
exciting time. 

You'll see exhibits by 16 Government Agencies and 
many industrial firms. You'll g~t a glimpse into life in 
the future; you'll be shown the ingenuity of our 
scientists, and the drive and foresight that will make 
your family's life better and more comfortable during 
the next 100 years. 

A 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL 
ADMINISTRATION presents "U.S.A. '76": The First 
Two Hundred Years. This full-scale show, in pictures, 
words and sound effects describes uniquely American 
experiences from the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence to the landing of the first astronaut on 
the moon. You can operate a computerized 
information center and find out what's going on for the 
Bicentennial in cities, towns and villages in all fifty 
states. 

A 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 
features a mammoth laser light and sun 
sculpture-in-space by famed artist, Rockne Krebs, 
specially commissioned for this exhibit. It's an 
imaginative, inspiring experience, incorporating 
mankind's most ancient light source- the sun, with 
his most advanced light source- lasers ... one of 
the highlights of the exposition. 

A 
INDUSTRY leaders such as INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS MACHINES (IBM); E-SYSTEMS, and 
THIOKOL show in a graphic way their foresight and 
planning to keep pace with mankind's needs and 
desires for the future. The MASSACHUSSETTS 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY brings the relatively 
new science of X-ray astronomy down to earth. "Think 
Metric" is the message of the NATIONAL BUREAU OF 
STANDARDS. 

A 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT focuses on its role in helping every 
American community to achieve a better life style 
through the application of science and technology. 
The special exhibit design invites audience 
participation in finding out about the ways our cities, 
towns and suburbs have been built. You'll enjoy the 
friendly cartoon figure who'll talk directly to you from 
a TV screen -even answer your questions. 

A 
ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION has an electric car and advanced 
gas turbine car available for test drives. Visitors will 
see themselves on a solar powered television set and 
be cooled by a solar assisted air conditioning unit. 
Continuous movies in the ERDA theater will augment 
displays and demonstrations of experimental fusion 
devices, breeder reactors and other advanced 
methods of meeting the future electrical power needs 
of the country. 



A 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE gives a 
glimpse at whether or not we will all have enough food 
to eat in the years ahead, what we will eat and where 
it will come from. You'll see in graphic form, the sheer 
size of food production needed and the difficulties our 
farmers will have to overcome. Startling research 
points toward a promising future. 

FOOD SERVICES PAVILION is ready to serve you 
with quick snacks featuring everything from delicious 
hot dogs and "Bicentennial Hambrugers" to soft 
drinks to ice cream- all in a handy, central location. 

A 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION is 
organized into seven sections, dealing with all the 
various methods of transportation. You'll see a variety 
of vehicles, many 'way out in the future.' You'll see a 
cross-section of a 21-foot pleasure boat; an air traffic 
control center and a futuristic look at tomorrow on the 
move. Plus, you'lllearn how oil is fingerprinted to 
catch polluters. 

A 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE illustrates "Peace 
through Progress," showing how military research 
and development actually serves us all in peacetime 
... adding to our safety, comfort and convenience. 
The Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force are all 
represented with interesting displays. 

A 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
WELFARE has put together a complete story on the 
latest advances in medical technology, many of these 
being a direct result of the space program. You'll learn 
about dramatic improvements in diagnosis, treatment 
and instrumentation which, combined with preventive 
medicine, will enable you to enjoy better health and a 
long life, freer from illness and injury than any 
previous time in human history. 

.A 
COMMUNITY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION and 
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION share Dome 11. 
Live craft demonstrations and sales store will be 
combined with graphics, models and animation to 
outline the CSA theme of "People Helping People Help 
Themselves." NSF features a dramatic four-part film 
program based on the ancient concept of the 
elemental building blocks of the universe. "Earth, Air, 
Fire and Water" will show how science is extending 
man's understanding and perception of this world. 

A 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY tells 
about the role of science and technology in achieving 
a cleaner, healthier environment through correcting 
the errors of the past and preventing these mistakes 
in a brighter, healthier future for all of us. 

THEATER PAVILION offers a continual parade of 
special live events, appearances by celebrities, music 
concerts and presentations. Watch for today's listings. 

INDUSTRY displays its technology for the future 
through exhibits by McDonnell-Douglas, General 
Dynamics, United Technology, Lockheed, TRW, 
Rockwell International and Grumman Aerospace 
Corporation. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR utilizes eight 
exhibit areas surrounding a 4-foot geophysical globe 
and two 40-seat theaters. The total exhibit represents 
solutions and efforts to solve both current and future 
problems in the use of public lands. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE display, 
immediately inside the Vehicle Assembly Building, 
shows the work of the agency as it looks toward the 
future economic health of our nation. The 
Department's NOAA Exhibit features a 100 ton 
ocean-going environmental buoy packed with sensors 
for gathering weather and oceanic data. 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION, host of the Exposition, offers a 
multi-faceted exhibit ranging from a large gleaming 
wind tunnel model of a futuristic hydrogen powered 
supersonic aircraft to a working model of the Viking 
Spacecraft. Through daily updates on information 
coming back from Mars, visitors will watch history in 
the making. 

LAUNCH CONTROL CENTER, LAUNCH 
SIMULATION, THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE, AND U.S. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT combine to offer both 
excitement and special services. In this building, you'll 
be able to see, for the first time ever, the Launch 
Control Center firing room. Here you'll witness a 
thrilling reenactment of the final minute of countdown, 
launch, and the first minutes of the flight of Apollo 11. 
At the Treasury exhibit, visitors are able to strike their 
own bronze commemorative coin, buy specially 
minted Bicentennial coin sets, and see exhibits on the 
law enforcement and regulatory aspects of Treasury's 
job. The Postal Service is providing a special philatelic 
sales station as well as special cancellation marks on 
all mail sent from the Exposition. 

THE ADMISSION CHARGE 
A nominal admission charge is being made to 
underwrite the day-to-day operating expenses of 3rd 
Century America. In this way, the people who see and 
enjoy the U.S. Bicentennial Exposition on Science and 
Technology will be supporting its operation rather 
than all taxpayers. This policy is similar to that of the 
National Park Service and other Federal agencies 
which levy user charges. 



SPACE 
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Here's where the kids can 
check their Earth weight 
against that on Mars, see 
how a laser works, 

trainer, be photographed 
in a space helmet 

hop 'On a lul)ar rover 

... while the grown-ups 
can relax on the benches 
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BICENTENNIAL EXPOSITION 
ON 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER 

June 14, :1:976· 

REMARKS BY 

PHILIP W. BUCHEN 
COUNSE~ TO THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome on this auspicious Flag Day 1976 to 

the Bicentennial Exposition on Science and Technology! 

The World has witnessed many expositions before this 

one, and they have indeed been impressive. But NASA 

has an unmatched record in the world for unique 

achievements. And NASA has added to that record with 

a truly unique exposition. Sponsored by NASA and 
\. 

supported by many other Federal agencies and by 
and universities 

industries /o.f this country, this presentation, which 

we are dedicating today, points the way to a third 

century of American achievements in Science and 

Technology that will exceed by far even the momentous 

progress made in the first two hundred years of our 

history. 

When our Nation was founded, its science and 

. technology were still in a rudimentary stage. Medicine 

was so limited a skill that the average individual of 

whatever station in life was lucky to survive infancy. 

Man could move no faster than his animals could pull 

or carry him or than the sail of his vessel could 
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respond to the force of th~~wind. Communications 

wer~ so crude that people learned of distant 

events only months after the fact. Electronics had 

not reached beyond ~he kite-flying experiments of 

Dr. Franklin. But after a remarkable period of 

political revolution, this Nation by the end of its 

first century had experienced an industrial revolution 

as well. The Centennial Exposition of 1876 in 

Philadelphia was a tribute to both revolutions 

political and industrial -- and it gave Americans 

the opportunity to view the artifacts of our first 

. 100 years of progress. 

Housed in 180 buildings were historic displays 

of the accomplishments of that first century in 

transportation, communications, and industry. The 

steam engine had revolutionized transportation, and 

the telegraph had made possible virtually instantaneous 

communication over long distances. But the emphasis 

was on industry. The use of power-driven machinery 

and the concept of mass production played the feature 

roles. Serving as a symbol for the entire centennial 

celebration was the giant Corliss steam engine at the 

Philadelphia exposition. When President Grant pulled 

the levers that set the engine in motion, some 

machines connected to the engine were activated. 
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Now that we are concluding the second century 

of our history as an independent Nation, we are 

celebrating a third kind of revolution as well 

this one a technological revolution which has 

affected all aspects of our lives. Its role in 

health, ~ducation, industry, finance, government 

and the media is all on display here at this famous 

Space Center. The exposition features the remarkable 

advances we have made only recently in such fields 

as housing, agriculture, communications, aeronautics 

and, of course, space. And it gives us a preview 

of the even more remarkable advances to come. 

A~art from appreciating the noteworthy 

achievements of science and technology which are 

being displayed here, we should realize that the 

plans and arrangements which brought this exposition 

into being constitute in themselves an extraordinary 

·~: achievement. This project represents a cooperative 

effort between 17 government agencies and a variety 
and universities, 

of leading industrial firms,/and it was accomplished 

within an amazingly short period of time. All of the 

participants responded with alacrity and imagination 

to provide the many fascinating exhibits which we will 

be visiting. .... ~·f ( ·;. '· 
~· ... 

. ~ . 
( ; .. 
' 
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In the Geodesic Dome of the Deparmtent of 

Agriculture, we will find ~xhibits that hold high 

promise for the future of farming. Satellites and 

airplanes overhead will transmit readings tha~ can 

" spot the breaking out of disease among crops with 

far more certainty than is possible by any other 

means •. The theme of the agricultural displays is 

that: "We have the means-, the capacity to eliminate 

hunger from the face of the Earth in our lifetime.· 

We need only the will." 

Other points of interest include a quick 

diagnosis of hyper~ensio~ fr9m the Department of 

Healt~ Education, and Welfare; a working model of 

a river basin and a seismograph at the exhibit of 

the Department of Interiori and an opportunity to 

drive electric and turbine cars provided by the 

En~ Research and Development Administration. 

The Postal Service offers special stamps for 

collectors; and visitors to the exposition can strike 

their own coins, courtesy of the Treasury Department. 

In the housing and urban development area, 

cartoon figures will talk to the audience about 
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improving our communities through the application 

of science and technol~~y, ~bile models and animation 

will speak for the Community Services Administration 

on "People helping people help themselves.". 

; 
A visitor to the exhibit of the Transportation 

. 
Department will get a futuristic look·at America on 

the move, including the use of an individual rapid 

transit vehicle. The exhibits of the industrial 

firms will introduce visitors to their most 

innovative developments. And applications of laser 

light to create a new and exciting form of sculpture 

is the contribution to this exposition from the 

National Endowment.for the Arts. 

All of the exhibits -- including others that I 

have not touched upon -- demonstrate how the tremendous 

cap~bilities of both government agencies and private 

companies point to the future. Here we can see not 

~ only how far resourceful and innovative institutions 

in our society have come, but also what great promises 

they hold for the century ahead. We will recognize 

that the giant strides we have already made are only 

the beginning, and that the life we know today can be 

enhanced in quality beyond our fondest dreams. 
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Before the exposition closes on September 7, we 

estimate that over one million people will have viewed 

these exhibits and will have seen the operations of 

the Kennedy Space Center. Much of what they will see 

consists of the work which regularly takes place in 

this vital Center of America's space-age activities. 

They will see and touch the mighty Saturn rocket, 

the likes of which sent American astronauts to the 

moon. 't They will watch, in operation, the project 

of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

to secure and relay weather satellite photos. Next 

month, after the Viking spacecraft makes its soft-

landing on Mars, the photos it transmits back to 

•:<: earth will be seen daily at the exposition site. 
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Contributing to the attraction of the current 

exposition is the singular 9ircumstance that it is 
•"" 

par~ of a living, working facility where programs 

for the future are already underway. For it is 
. 

here that preparations are going on for the Space 

Shuttle program to be launched in 1980. And when 

each Shuttle has been sent into orbit from here 

and after it has remained in orbit for days, or 

even weeks, this is the place to which the 

reusable space vehicle will return to be refitted 

for the next trip. A model of this remarkable 

craft is now open' for inspection in the huge 

Vehicle Assembly Building.. Throughout the next 

decade} the new Shuttle will be used by scientists 

-as 'a labc>ratC>ry of -·space -erivil::onmerit for conducting 

countless experiments. No longer will space 

exploration be the province of but a few specially 

trained astronauts. Now there will be passengers 

aboard their space flights. 
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Adding to the glamour and excitement of 

this Exposition w~ll be participation by the armed 

services. There will be performances by the 

Th~nderbirds of the Air Force, the Blue Angels of 

the Navy, and all four of the service bands. 

The Exposition is truly a team effort,and it 

is a Bicentennial occasion that the American people 

will greatly admire and thoroughly enjoy. It is 

also an occasion for foreign visitors to observe 

the national commi~ent the .United States has to 
.l. 

scientific and technological progress -- not alone 

for ourselves but ·for all of humankind. A commit-

ment and a helping hand to all peoples -- that was 

the intent and spirit of the small, shaky nation 

that.was formed in 1776. And at this exposition, 

we proudly renew that intent and spirit and do so 

with much greater promise of fulfillment than ever 

before. 
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FOR IMl'£DIATE RELEASE JUNE 14, 1976 

OFFICE OF THE t·JHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
BET\vEE~ Tire PRESIDENT 

. AND , 
DR. JAUES C •. fLETCHf'~:, ADMINISTRATOR, 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS ANti "sPACE ADtiilliSTRATION 
. . ) ... 

AT TijE 
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER 

11:15 A.H. EDT 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fletcher, how are you? 

DR. FLETCHER: Very fine, sir, Hr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Fletcher, Congressman Teapue, 
Congress~an Frey, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am extremely happy to have this chance to send my 
greetings and very best wishes on the dedication of the Science 
and Technology Exposition. I am honored to congratulate all 
who took part in creating this very inportant Bicentennial 
program. This massive combined effort, planned and carried 
out by NASA, 16 other Federal agencies and a number of 
corporations and institutions of higher learning, represents 
the same spirit of cooperation and mutual support that enabled 
Americans to venture from Cape Canaveral to the moon and back. 

The Kennedy Space Center is the fitting location for 
this exposition. In just 20 years it has become historic 
ground in the United States as well as in the world. 

The brave astronauts of the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo programs and their dedicated support teams represent 
the finest quality in American science and technology. The 
Space Center and the fabulous story behind it has become a part 
of America's national heritage. Here than just a story of 
technical expertise, it is a superb story of courage, 
perseverance and strength, of determination and of faith. 
It is a.nother chapter in America 1 s his tory of reaching out 
to the unknown that began t•7hen the first colonists set sail 
across an unfriendly sea to an unexplored continent. 

America's future is itself unchartered territory 
but I am confident lt-7e will face that challenge ~..ri th the sane 
courage and imagination that have marked all of our voyages 
into the unknown. 

MORE 

(OVER) 
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This fine· exposition will tell AM.ericans of our 
unique contribution to the pro:rress of mankind. It unveils 
some of the scientific t.ronders to come, developments t·Jhich 
t,dll not only range across the solar systen but which t-rill 
change everyday life here on earth. It 't'Jill show Americans 
that our horizons are still unlimited and so is our capacity 
to reach for them into our third century. 

I coneratulate all who have been a part from the 
very beginning of the development of this outstanding 
exposition and I wish everybody connec'ted ui th it the very 
best and I hope and trust that thousands and thousands and 
thousands of Americans and those from other parts of the world 
vdll come and see for themselves uhat tAJe have done and tvhat 
v1e Hill do in the future. 

Thank you, Dr. Fletcher, and the very best to all. 

DR. FLETCHER: Thank you, l1r. President. 

END (AT 11:18 A.H. EDT) 

.. , 
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National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 

Washington, D.C. 
20546 

Office of the Administrator 

Honorable Philip w. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Phil: 

JUN 211976 

Just another word of thanks for sharing your valuable 
time to honor us with your presence at the dedication 
of 11 3rd Century America" last Monday. 

We were delighted that you and Mrs. Buchen and other 
members of the White House staff could share this 
glimpse into the future. our only regret is that your 
stay had to be so brief that you could not view more 
of the fine exhibits. 

Your dedicatory remarks and the President's phone message 
were highly appropriate and well received. We at NASA 
are especially grateful for the confidence reposed in us as 
host agency. I hope that your firsthand impressions of the 
Exposition reinforced that trust. 

Please convey to the President our warmest thanks for his 
phone message. His words and yours contributed a great 
deal to what we are certain will be a successful Exposition. 

rnc~rY• 
I 

James c. Fletcher 
jdministrator 




