
The original documents are located in Box 32, folder “Swine Flu” of the John Marsh Files 
at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



JOM/dl 



























































































OCT 13 1976 
THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

Date 1()•1 

ro: 
L. Friedersdorf 

For Your Information 

Please Handle 

Please See Me ;-

Comments, Please } 



K?.03 
R A 

PM-FLU lSTLD-WRITETHRU A088 10-12 
BY SCOTT MACLEOD 

PITTSBURGH CUP!> -- MEDICAL DETECTIVES FROM THE CENTER FOR DISEASE 
CONTROL IN ATLANTA AND LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITIES TODAY INVESTIGATED 

. THE DEATHS OF THREE ELDERLY RESIDENTS WHO RECEIVED StHNE FLU 
INOCULATIONS tHTHIN ONE HOUR OF EACH OTHER ~lONDAY AND DIED LATER IN 
THE DAY • 

. OFFICIALS SAID THE VICTHlS DIED OF HEART ATTACKS. 
DR. CYRIL WECHT, ALLEGHENY COUNTY CORONER, SAID STRESS AND BAD 

VACCINE tvERE "A~lONG OTHER ~lAJOR POSSIBILITIES" BEWG E.C AMINED. 
WECHT SAID HE DID "~OT WANT TO ALARM ANYBODY,7 BUT WAS "NOT 

IGNORING THE OBVIOUS SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES." ~ 
DON BARRETH, A CDC SPOKESMAN IN ATLANTA, S D THERE WAS A 

POSSIBILITY THE STRESS OF TAKING THE FLU SHO MIGHT HAVE CONTRIBUTED 
TO THE DEATHS. BUT HE SAID FOR PEOPLE IN TH AGE FACTOR "THERE ARE 
DEATHS THAT OCCUR EVERYDAY WHETHER A FLU S T IS IN INVOLVED OR NOT." 

HE SAID FOR PERSONS IN THE 65 TO 75 AG BRACKETb "YOU CAN EXPECT 
11.6 DEATHS PER 100,000 POPULATION EVERY 4 HOURS. _ 

ALLEGHNEY COUNTY HAS SUSPENDED THE V CINATION EROGRAH UNTIL 
FINDINGS ARE MADE . WECHT SAID THAT IT H Y BE A COUPLE WEEKS IF THE 
PROBLEM IS BAD VACCINES. THERE W S NO MMEDIATE ' INFORMATION 
IDENTIFYING THE MANUFACTURER OF HE V CINE. 

· THE VICT!t1S tvERE !DENT IF I ED A JU A BUCCI, 75, CHARLES GABIG, 71, 
·· AND ELLA ~HCHAEL, 74, ALL OF PIT SBU GH. THEY WERE INNOCULATED AT A 

'"' SOUTH SIDE CLINIC MONDAY BEniEEN ·10• 0 AND ·11:30 A.H. · 
ALL THREE, WHO DIED WITHIN HO 'RS OF THE SHOTS, HAD HISTORIES OF 

. HEART CONDITIONS, AND HRS. BUCCI A DITIONALLY HAD HIGH BLOOD -PRESSURE 
AND MRS. MICHAEL EMPHYSEMA. 

"WHAT WE DO NOT KNOW AT THIS TIME IS WHETHER THERE IS A DIRECT OR 
INDIRECT CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP BEnJEEN THE INOCULATION AND THE COLLAPSE 
AND SUBSEQUENT DEATHS OF THESE PEOPLE," WECHT SAID. . 

TWO OTHERS WHO RECEIVED IMMUNIZATION AT THE SOUTH SIDE CENTER 
EXPERIENCED NEGATIVE REACTIONS, BUT HA IJE "CHECKED OUT OKAY," 
ACCORDING TO WECHT. _ -

COUNTY OFFICIALS SAID ~lORE 11 7 000 WERE INOCULATED HERE l·JONDAY. 
THE .SWINE FLU VACCINATION PROGRAM IS PART OF A $135 MILLION, 

FEDERALLY SPONSORED EFFORT TO PROTECT NOR£ THAN 200 £HLLION AHERICANS 
AGAINST A POSSIBLE OUTBREAK OF SWINE FLU THIS FALL AND WINTER. 

(INCLUDES PREVIOUS> 
UPI 10-12 12:41 PED 
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PM-Flu Clinic, 3rd Ld, a202, 350 
URGENT 
B7 JOHN BRONSON 
Associated Press Writer 

PITTSBURGH AP ~ Allegben~ County shut down all 13 ot ita swine tlu 
inoculation clinics today arter the deaths of three elderly persona 
just hours after they received ew1ne flu shots at a Pittsburgh 
clinic. 

No links directl7 relating the deaths to the flu sbots were 
establisbed1 bealtb officials aa1d 9 and the cloaing ot the clinics waa 
described as a ~reeautionary measure. 

••At the same time, we are talking about three death~ involving the 
same facility within hours after inoculation_, and the odds of that 
blnpen1ng are formidable,,, said County Coroner Cyril Wecbt. 
All three ot the people wbo died bad chronic heart conditions, Wecbt 

said,_ and the stress ot getting the shots may have contributed to -- · 
their deaths. · · · 
A spokesman for the federal Center for Disease Control in Atlanta 

said there were no plana to curtail the nationwide program aimed at 
~un1zing up to 200 million Americana against swine flu. The center 
ie adm1n1ste~ing. the program. 
A spot check w1tb;. state health departments acro~s the countr7 

1nd1eated no immediate plans to discontinue or cut back local 
programa. _ 

Tw9 doctors from tbe Disease Control Center were d1a~atcbed to 
Pittsburgh to investigate the deaths. Wecht aa1d the r~deral doctors 
and localbealth investigators would look into the poiiaib111ty ot a 
bad batcb ot vaccine as well as the procedures uaed to inoculate. 
In Washington, the national director of the swine flu program Dr. 

11. Delano Meriwether, said• • •we have absolutely no reason to ~el1eve 
there is a specific problem with the vaccine.,, 
And in Michigan, state bealt~ officials said eome swine flu vaccine 
d1atr1~uted there came trom the same lot as the vaccine given to 
three persons who died in Pittsburgh. They said there have been no 
reports ot 111 etfects among some o,OOO Michigan residents wbo already 

. bava been inoculated. 
Dr. Frank Clack

1
. director ot the Alleghney County Health Department, 

said the 1nocula~1on program there would resume once 1t gets the 
go-ahead from Wecbt and tbe federal authorities. 
The CDC spokesman, 5th grat 

1323pED 10-12 . . 

1
·--:· .. ) 

' I 

' . -





... 

~-·· · 

Washington Post 
Saturday, November 13, 1976 

' Publie Apathetie 8l!d Indusb-y FeQ'fal 

All. Yaccine DribeS Falter 
# ~ / ,.... • • • ~ ._' • • Jot ... ~ .. .: •. • ~ _. -

r" # ,_.... .._. •• 

_ "· . a, ~lctor' Co~~· ~:- · ~... . :·· · · -- · .. - · - - · · ___ ..... __ _ 
~ :;.<'., •.• _,._.. ... ,~ •• -:J~QD~~ •• 
•·~~~-~~~~· •federal be&ltb"otftttal• oriliiaaUl--'·: 

Net ~nly the, .w~. :fiu i.a their target Next w~'_the iQVenl· 
carp~n but· ' aU the: na· ment may decide not te_"try to ,..o, 
Uon). Pt-ogi-~ms. ~ _pre\.r~nt . elnate the 40 ~on ehlldr~- aaed 
disease by ·v~cinatioii are m 3 to 18 who ~ve been left .:out so 

, . • . .• ... . · far. That declaion alone· woUld reo 
.eevere_ danger, 1~4Jn.g ~e:!Jr move nearly. 20 per . cent :·yt the 
cal autho~tie6· ag!f!C!dJ~~ • population-and one qt.r_ttie molt 
daJ. • , \-· ·"Y IUJCe'l)t1ble parb ot· the' i" population 
Me~' :af:. ~e :~N~UQo4··,l from ~e progr~ he sai~ • ._;;.! 

inatJtutes I oi:' .Heaitli~,~ ' :. Coopel' .a~owledg~ .~t the go~- -
h ard . c:·· , ! 

1 
.. : · ti' ~- ' ~ent ~dn t conduct e~ough . public 

e r,1; 110[ a . m . """''1 disCUI81PJ1.•. t.t· ! 11rih_. support .. ;before- . 
_that v~ .segrpel~ts Jlf RJib~.· "tanncblnJ ~e proil"am. ,A, .. -. · .. w ... 
fllld ipdHstrrJ•t.Y.n~rop.~;. ~· ·- · t · • . J),i.j ~•·Q~ • 

1 ~n t h~ q,f a ~1-At al)ouf ~ f. SOJQe· docto~ .repOrttl,[t th~ bew 
... ,.. :.;·• :hat ,_,a,.e r~'ll~..a t:u~ear requirine': -tn~ pUbU~! to · • 

/ ~ · · ~·-:; ·, ._!;!fullY .info!1Jled~ «Jn .an -~os~i~~ , V8e-

rt·~·-T.:..:"';+· - ..L....oti...:~ ~\!~e dangen ' ... ao · tthell:~!mu · give ·· 
~ P1, :u .. t!U~~-~ ~~· ~- • .;mtgf.IQed conaent- are·d.uslilg .aome 
1can a life. .. 1 : . ~.i . . perioDS who read them ~:.- ~put of 

Vacdue )nak'" ue io flu clinics without being . eeted. 
worried about ··lawsult• over I Cooper said some pe~ e. think''the 

I • the rare .ill effects from vac- I same r~ea-should apply to all shots In 
· th t the ''m · t 1 doctors office&# and tl;l"nv lloelora are Clnes a y ay no -- . . _____ :..,.'..:.._~ 

t and I think will not.produce • compJ.alniDI that thil "would -'play 
vaccirtes" bi :he near future, : havoe"· ~t!:t. ·th_~~~_eacty-f~~rblr -

,..aaid Dr. ~aVld Sencer, bead ~tiOil.P_.l'0~·--.,'!- :1.-~,t~ . ...:.: 
of the .Cen~r. fA)r 'Disease He urg~d the :confe~who In-
Control ' in A'tlanta and di- eluded polio vaccine developer Dr. Jo-
r~r. oJ .. the-t~ ~~ ~ ~Salk lllld. anti-establishment erltles 

1 ~:-:j :""-P-:~ .. ~-~-;~/.,._; :: • , like· Dr. Sidney M.: WOl,fe··atreetOr. of 
• · The · ~octol'S . . _-a~o :· ·-~~ Ralph Nader's Health Res~Ucll ~P 

t to~d ~~49 ~P~r.: - ~t- ~f ~ ' --to· taekle ·theu ·. probleiQI in·. three . 
~ cbll~r~n ffom .... .ages.~ pj_e ... to daya of dilcusaloriB. · t .... ,;; li< : 
~fdcl'r .a(e DM gettiil~ t'he- · ' · · ' i • .tJ i:! 1• ) • ,. '-"t:.• -;. • !:';r • . r1~ •• - -r · ~· 1n• an interview, . Cooper s&ill!, :n . ._ · · 

. · · ' "urrent" to· deal · s~n w\th the 
shots ¥~· !J;Iea&*.. ,~~ "increa_stp.g rel~Ctaice" ·, nf'pt~ :foun_:..p 
dipht~. ' 1Vti6oPUIJ ·tOUih try's big pharmaceutical ~ f'~i~ ~P ·• 
~ te.tanus'\long· I!Jven to. ~velop and make v.acclries.1. .... ,-.; 
virtually all childrei:L . He said .HEW will give. Congrea j 

The ~aso~.is ~<_public apa- . . bwiroadth_ thiaserie~ . odf s~g~~nsbl .• to ~b l , • 
thy" and wide unawarenea~~ rill · an °t"e'- P.r~ ~ 1Y ' 
that df:aths and 'dlseaaes sp g. . . ..:=• • 
frOm ilome ~of /ilieae • cont'l· Congress passed a bill ill A~ 11t.:, 
tlOJls' a~ continuiag, ·Uid.Dr. . protect ~ flu vacclJie .. ~ indieM .. 
The~ Caop~r~ assi~nt r ag~ lnjur)' suits after they ref~ · 
•cretary .lor : health .iiJ . the to participate and iniiU'Ol'l·ref~,to , 
De~ent of Health: Jtdu-, ~sure them without..ueb.fprotectlo~ i 

: cation ~ Welf.-e.; ~·~. f:• . TJ:lls and other ~tlaYI;· an4 bad ·~' 
He said .the aWi~e-au~. I lldtt ~ the ap~ently :comclden· . 

d . t• . . . . ' -~ . • ...... • 
: er:"e~T-u~~~-. 
• . •. \.. . - . .. ., .'414f!C 

tal deathl 'of '"~ eideri)!'l;er.Ons 
· who had ·recetve4 IIWine flu · allots at a 
~~Ul.'lh~:~,p~i~~red the 

program.- . ... - .... +&- ... .... 
Now it is plcldnt~t~P aiatn. officials 

· said. Durlnl the week that ended Oct. 
\ -®;~a,d97~ shot& w~ given. aDd 
!f 4,36G~ wel'e giveh during the follow· 

J 

in& week. Some . 1._1 mUlion people 
.. had taken -the shotl · a.e Of New; I. 
"'fficials think anOther 5: million per~ 
soDS .. may have'. been llljected this 

~;·y..~ek,Yto ·add :uP to nearly 20- m.filion. 
r~ But the program wfll .b!Ve to run at 
• least until Chrls~aa -~~perhaps into 

'

• Jan\l&l'f~Sencer iaicL ••.!41~-. .. . 
.. ,l\*.e4 Jb~ $oti· ~r_'lc:bildreD,''tae ' .' 
~td;r~·-~ -w~re-~ 'to need 
l~two~ and :Whethef tllere'•llme to " 
: '~tJ• problemattcal.1': • · • 
JV.-~ problem li'·that c¥fdren do not_ 
"' respc)nd biologically as w~ll as adults"' 
~.;to the vacetDe. But the a~boritles '.toe A 

'. ~~ r~~~tng . . thfi shots for 
t 9hlld!:e.tt "1tJ1 ·chronic ~~seases. 

Wheri Wolle and ·others aaki ~ a 
"lo'lo"~"".,. . . . j':),..,' • 

I .Wine f'lu OU£break ·~~ie:i~ -~···• 
since no cues .bave appeared since 
those at Ft. Dix, N.J~ last · February. · 
Sencer replied. ·~ f1rlt casea of n, .. 
laryl4 ~~ ~4--~~ -~~~"·-~: . .. . '). ... 

He also ~a h~ agrees with omdaJa. 
in el\i~ clutlin tJ-otA~- • 

.;..,: • .'r..t.• .. es'- ~..r ·to ..te rr-.. . . I~ · u-.v~~: ... o:::u .. ve e'f . ovu 10.. 
a ·,"bivalent" or .two-pronged .. vaccine 
against both ..A:vtctoria and awtne·- nu 
F~~~1~~~&ts o~ ~d~~ 
vaccme Showd· be Uvei\ '' for: perions .... 
over .65 and those wlth chronic dis­
eases; and this. 'polJCjr should be. fol­
lowed in 'loc&.litles where the blvalent 

• supply is Short, Sencer said. . ~ · .... - : 
. ,A-Vl~tori~ - flu caused 20,000 .~ 

• death&!' .in ..the :Urii~e(i States earb'.tllif ' 
year. · • ' . · ·, ·:. · .'t· 

·· ~ ~ ..... .. ... _,. . ........... , .... ~·· . 
. Wolfe 'said; ~o' fJU;~ncclDe ~ -~. 

:_:JD,or, ¥~~ .. .a .:rl~~ _prpte~o~ ~ 
;::.ialt-w~o belJ.>ed :.dev~lop , ,~~e .Qt . 

the first successful' flu vaccines-disa- 1 
_greed,·. ClUng statlatlcs fr'Oui the· .w. 
'408 that showed'some pl'Oteeti~ neu 
in the .-nitd ~ar~ . r •. . .. ~ • 

-~· j--~-... ... . :- ... ' 




