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WASHINGTON

TO

Mr. Marsh
FROM: Judy Muhlberg

Attached is a copy
of the file on
Colgate Darden.
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Colgate W. Darden, Jr.

ENDORSEMENTS IN FILE:

Name Date

Brooks Hays 11/27/76
Linwood Holton 11/23/76
Justice Lewis F. Powell 9/30/76
George Mahon 9/ 3/76
Brooks Hays 7/28/75
Linwood Holton 8/ 8/75
Robert W. Daniel, Jr. 7/31/75
Dan Daniel 7/28/75
William C. Wampler 7/23/75
M. Caldwell Butler 7/25/75
G. William Whitehurst 7/18/75
J. Kenneth Robinson 7/22/75
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vARDEN, COLGATE WHITEHEAD, Jr, ret. pres. U Vi b,
Southampton Co.. Va., Feb. 11, 1897; A.B., U. Va; MA, and LL.B.,
Columbis; Carnegic folb\smp. Oxford U, In practice of law in Va,;
mem. Va, Gen, Assembly, 1930-33; mem. 73d Congress Va. at large,
T4th, 76th and 77th Congresses 2d Dist. Vs, Gov. of Va_, for term
txpmn; Jan. 1946 appid, vice chmn, Navy's Civilian Adv. Com.,
7; pres, U, Va., 1947-59, ret. Mem. 8d. Cons. to Pres. on Mut.
Sc:umy. Fgn. 4met!tgew¢e U.S. del. 10th Session of Gen. Assembly
of UN. Mem. td. of visitors LU.S. Navel Acad.. 1936 39, Served with
US. Marine Corps. also French Armmy, World War [. Democrst.
Address: 1538 Va Nazional Bank Bidg \Emfoik VA 23810



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 29, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVE GERGEN

FROM: ) JACK MA

Attached is a copy of anothe ommunication I have
received recommending Colgate Darden for the Medal
of Freedom.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 29, 1976

Dear Brooks:

Many thanks for your recent letter
concerning Colgate Darden. It was
good to hear from you.

I have taken the liberty of bringing
your suggestion to the attention of
those here at the White House working
on this matter. I am sure careful
consideration will be given to Colgate
Darden. He has been highly recommended
by many others.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

. Marsh, Jr.
1lor to the President -

The Honorable Brooks Hays
121 Second Street, Northeast
Washington, D. C. 20002
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 23, 1976

- MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVE GERGEN

FROM: JACK MA

Former Governor Linwood H of Virginia called
to reinterate his earlier gestion that Colgate
Darden be awarded the Medal of Freedom. o

‘As you are probably aware, he is a former Governor
of Virginia, a former Member of Congress and past
jPresident of the University of Virginia. He is an
individual of great accomplishment and stature and

certainly a worthy candidate for the Medal.

I am aware that some consideration is being given
to a Medal of Freedom ceremony and perhaps those
who are working on it should get together.

P‘SO

This is related to your earlier memo of November
18th and I am not certain just where this stands.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

i

October 4, 1976

Dear Justice Powell:

The President has asked me to convey his sincere
appreciation to you for your September 30th letter
commending Colgate W. Darden for his distinguished
public service.

I know the President will appreciate having your
evaluation of Mr. Darden's outstanding career and
your recommendation that he be awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom.

I must advise you at this time, however, that with
the election rapidly approaching, the President has
decided to defer most Medal of Freedom presentations
until after. November 2nd so that they will not be
misinterpreted. You may be assured, nonetheless,
that your letter will be given prompt and serious
attention.

With many thanks for your thoughtful letter,

Sincerely,

Dk I

David R. Gergen
Special Counsel to the President

Honorable Lewis F. Powell, Jr.
Justice

Supreme Court of the United States
Washington, D. C. 20543



> Suyrems Gonzt of tie Hnited States

Washington, B. €. 20543

CHAMBERS OF September 30, 1976

——

Y JUSTICE LEWIS F. POWELL,JR.

Dear Mr. President:

It has come to my attention that Colgate W. Darden,
Jr., has been proposed by the Virginia Delegation in the
Congress for the Medal of Freedom.

I write to endorse the proposal with enthusiasm. I am
sure the White House has been provided with full documentation
of Governor Darden's distinguished public service, including:
Member of Congress, Governor of Virginia, member of the
United States Delegation to the United Nations, and President
of the University of Virginia.

Governor Darden's service and contributions in these
positions are widely known. I will, therefore, emphasize one
aspect of his remarkable career that is less well known,
certainly outside of Virginia. I refer to his role in public
education, especially during the years of tension and readjust-
ment that followed Brown v. Board of Education. I speak on
this subject in light of having served, during that period,
first as Chairman of the School Board of the City of Richmond,
and thereafter as a member and President of the Virginia State
Board of Education.

Colgate Darden and I served eight years together on the
State Board, and so I speak with first-hand knowledge. At a
time when there was much talk of ''massive resistance' and

Minterposition" throughout the South, with many schools being

‘closed, Colgate Darden was a respected voice of moderation.

He spoke out strongly for compliance with "the law of the land"”
as declared by the Supreme Court. He insisted that the public
schools remain open, and - during a brief period when other
views temporarily prevailed in his native city of Norfolk -~



-2 -

he took the leadership in a movement that reopened the schools
there. The positions he took during that period demonstrated
the characteristics that have marked his entire career: the
wisdom and insight of a philosopher, a wholly unselfish per-
ception of public service as a duty to be fulfilled, a devotion
to principle, and the courage to question what seemed at the
time to be the expedient or the popular course to follow.

I have said publicly that Colgate Darden, by the force
of his character and his leadership, has made the greatest
contribution to the welfare of his state of any Virginian
of his time. And these contributions, though often focused
primarily on Virginia, have earned for him national recognition
as a political statesman and educator.

I can think of few Americans who are as deserv1ng of the
| Medal of Freedom as Colgate Darden.

Respectfully,

Hon. Gerald R. Ford

President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

1fp/ss



THE WHITE HOUSE
SeptemBet’s, 1975

Dear Mr, Chairman:

On behalf of the President, I wish to thank
you for your September 3 letter in support of
the recommendation which has been made that
Mr, Colgate W, Darden, Jr., be considered as
a recipient of the Medal of Freedom,

To date, the President has not awarded the
Medal of Freedom to anyone, However, I
do wish to assure you that Mr, Darden will
be given full consideration in the process
of selecting possible recipients.

With kindest regaxrds,
Sincerely,

Jfore

Vernon C, Loen
Deputy Aseistant
to the President

The Honorable George Mahon
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20515

bccz/w/i;coming to Paul Theis - for your information
bece: w/incoming to Linda Foulks - for your information

VCInVO:vo
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- GEORGE MAHON  _ ;
19TH DisT., TEXAS '

s F T/

!.-r"" CHAIRMAN
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Congress of the Enited States
1Bouge of Representatives
Washington, B.C. 20515

September 3, 1975

Honorable Gerald Ford
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I wish to join with friends of Colgate W. Darden, Jr.
in the recommendation that he be awarded the Medal
of Freedom. I know the files will disclose the many
reasons why he is deserving of this honor, and I
wanted to add my strong endorsement of him.

Best personal regards.

Sincerely,

George Mahon

M:hb



B Congress of the United States

Bousge of Repregentatibes
Waghington, B.C. 20515

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
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USE ZIP  —
CODE —
Honorable Gerald Ford
Presidnet of the United States
The White House .
Washington, D. C.




August 11, 1975

Dear Mr. iays:

Thank you for your July 28 letter to the
President proposing that ths Presidential
Hadsl of Freedom be awarded to the mabh
Colgate W, Davden, Jr.

I shall be pleased to pass along your sugges-
tion for consideration by the lhite ilouss staff
menbers vho review and evaluste the backgrounds

of persoms who have been reconcended to receive
the Medal.

With kind regards,
Sincerely, .
u@,ﬁ..f” fﬁwf ey
v“i Vernon C. Loen

Deputy Assistant
to the President

The lonorable Brooks tiays
314 Second Strest
Washington, D.C. 20003
‘){ w/inc to Paul Theis - for further action

VCL:EF:3jk
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July 28, 1975

The President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I am pleased to learn that the Virginia delegation in the House
of Representatives has unanimously recommended that you award the Medal
of Freedom to Honorable Colgate W. Darden, Jr., whose distinguished
career includes service in the Congress, in the Governor's office and
in the presidency of the University of Virginia.

I respectfully Join in this recommendation. I served with Mr.
Darden in the United Nations General Assembly in 1955 and have been
associated with him in other public undertakings. I wish to stress
one activity of his in particular because I believe the award would

e a fitting recognition of this particular service. I refer to his
leadership in the successful effort to reopen the public schools of
Prince Edward County, Virginia, in 1963 after a four year total dis-
ruption, resulting from the desegration controversy.

I have personal knowledge of this remarkable service, Mr. Pres-
ident, because during much of that period I was serving as a member
of President Kennedy's White House staff and had the privilege of
conveying to him the Justice Department's and the President's wishes
in this vital matter.

Following this request the Governor of Virginia, Honorable
Albertis Harrison, appealed to Mr. Darden to head a special commis-
sion to effectuate compliance with the Supreme Court's school de-
cision of 1954, He accepted the Governor's challenge and was joined
by a distinguished group of the State's leaders as follows:

Dr. Fred B. Cole, President of Washington and Lee University;

Dr. Robert P. Daniel, President of Virginia State College;

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1975 19786 1977

Joseph W. Barr 4. Caieb Boggs Wiiliam R, Anderson

John Sherman Cooper John W, Byrnes Horace R, Kornegay
J. Allen Frear, Jr. Jetfery Cohelan Melvin Laird
Jed Johnson, Jr, Walter H. Moeller Chartotte Reid

George Meader
Fred Schwengel HONORARY — WITHOUBTERM — Brooks Hays — Walter Judd
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Dr. Thomas Hénderson, President of Virginia Union University;
— Dr. Earl H. McClenny, President of St. Paul's College; and

Dr. F. D. G. Ribble, Dean of the Law School of the University
of Virginia.

Mr. Darden gives his associates much of the credit for their con-
tribution to the happy result, but the facts sustain the assertion
that, without the Chairman's skill and his statesmanlike handling of
the problem, the goal would not have been reached.

The Prince Edward County experience became a landmark case in
the South's struggle to adapt to the new order of school administra-
tion.

In the light of Mr. Darden's outstanding and self-effacing ser-
vice I express the hope that you will deem it appropriate to make this
award.

With great esteem and appreciation of your friendship, I am,

Sincerely,

CA/ S
Brooks Hays

BH/ej
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Forwer Members of Caugeess
Brooks Hays
31k Second Street

Washington, D. C. 20003
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The President
The White House

Washington, D. C.
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?P Dear Mr. President:

It is my understanding that the Virginia delegation
in the U. S. House of Representatives has unanimously recommended
that you award the Medal of Freedom to the Honorable Colgate W.
Darden, Jr. who served as Governor of Virginia from 1942 to 1946
and whose entire lifetime has been devoted to service to his
fellow citizens in many capacities. I also have a copy of a
letter in which the Honorable Brooks Hays enthusxastlcally joined
in the recommendation.

I think it would be uniqﬁely fitting to make this award
to Governor Darden. Though it is difficult to make a distinction
among his many contributions to Virginia, his efforts in chairing
a special commission to reopen the public schools of Prince Edward
County, at the specific request of the then incumbent Governor of
Virginia, represent an outstanding act of courageous leadership.
He was supported in that effort by the distinguished Commission
members whom Congressman Hays has described in his lettex, but I
agree that Mr. Darden's statesmanship was indeed the basic pre-
requisite for achieving the goal. I am certain, on the other hand,
‘that Mr. Darden would accept the award only by giving appropriate
credit to those who served with him.

It would be a proud moment for me if I could be present
} when you present the award.

Cordially yours,

4

¥

Linwood Holton

The President

The White House '
Washington, D. C. 20501 i S — (::::::?;::

ORIGINAL TO: JAMES FALK

ALOoPY FYI TO: PAUL THEIS
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August 1, 1975

i

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your July 31 letter to the
President propesing that the Presidential
Nedsl of Freedom be awarded to the ionorable
Colgate %. Darden, Jr.

I shall be pleoased to pass along your sugyes-
tion for comsideration by the ¥hite iicuse staff
meebers who Teview and eveluate the backgrounds
of persons who have been recommended to receive
the Hedal.

¥ith kind regards,
Sincerely,

Vernon C. Loen
Deputy Assistant
.to the President

The lionorable Robert W. Daniel, Jr.
House of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515
Vé w/inc to Paul Theis - for further action

VCL:EF :jk
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{ ROBERT W. DANIEL, Jr. J ;o::;l;‘;:;m; ::::f gnwclz;
' ‘mmmm?: imem. ?’" PorTsmouTs, Virgiia 23704
COMMITTEES: 804-441-6797
oot o o omeia / Congress of the United States e v S
—  taaos.ueear ] Houge of Representatives

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTA \L;/'

Waghington, B.E, 20515

VN
,/y %
'Y July 31, 1975

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr, President:

It is a great personal honor for me to endorse the selec-
tion of the Honorable Colgate W. Darden, Jr. for the Medal of
Freedom. i

‘Mr. Darden has had a most distinguished career of public
service to the Commonwealth and tc the Nation. While still a
teenager, during World War I and before America‘*s involvement
therein, he joined the Armed Forces of France. After America
entered the war, he resigned from the French Forces and became
an officer in the United States Marines where he rendered dis-
tinguished service during the remainder of the war.,

In 1930 Mr, Darden was elected to the Virginia House of
Delegates, and in 1932 he was elected to the 73rd Congress.
He was subsequently reelected to the 74th, 76th, and 77th
Congresses. He resigned from the House on March 1, 1941 to
become a candidate for Governor. Mr. Darden served as Governor
of Virginia from 1942-1946.

Upon completion of his term as Governor, Mr. Darden was
chosen as the third President of the University of Virginia in
Charlottesville. He served as President of this university for
twelve years from 1947 to his retirement in 1959, Mr. Darden
is largely responsible for establishing at the University a
graduate school of business which the University has named in
honor of him. In 1955 President Eisenhower appointed Mr. Darden
a United States Delegate to the Tenth General Assembly of the
United Nations. ’



The President
July 31, 1975
Page 2

Virginians have traditionally recognized their respon-
sibility to participate in public service. Colgate Darden,
perhaps more then any other Virginian, exemplifies this
willingness to serve.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Daniel, Jr.



Congress of the Wnited States
BHouge of Repregentatives
ashington, P.EC. 20515

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
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July 30, 1975

Dear Dam:

Thank you for your July 23 letter to the
President proposing that the Presidential
Hedal of Freedom be awarded to the iionorsble
Colgate ¥. Daxrdea, Jr. i

I shsll be pleasad to pass alomg your sugges-

tiom for consideration by the Mhite liouse staff

menbers who review and evaluate the backgrounds

. of persens who have been recoumended to receive
-the Hedal.

#ith kind regards,
Sincerely,

Vernon C. Loon
Deputy Assistant
to the President

b4

The licnorable Dan Damniel
tlouse of Representatives
¥Washington, D.C. 2051S
M w/inc to Paul Theis - for further action

VCL:EF:jk



o
X - W e
DAN DANIEL , V}// DISTRICT OFFICES:
STH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA \

| 1
(\ 202 PosT OFFICE BUILDING
1708 LoNGworTH BUn.DNG i
WASHINGTON, DD.C. 20513
(202) 22%.4711 \3},,

DANVILLE, VIRGINIA 24341

ongress of the United States TR
ARM?;‘;:RE:};CJP \ %Buﬁe of ﬁepreﬁentatihes Fm:;:ﬁ:«;:«& 201

Waghington, B.C. 20515
July 28, 1975

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

é Dear Mr. President:
It is with a great deal of pride that I endorse the

selection of ColMgate Whitehead Darden, Jr., as recipient
of the Medal of Freedom,

Colgate Darden, Jr., is a native of Southampton
County, Virginia, having been born there in January
1897. He is endowed in an unusually high degree with
sterling qualities of character and is noted for his
courage and integrity.

Mr, Darden was educated in the public schools
of Southampton County, Virginia. Later he attended
the University of Virginia and, after graduating at
that institution, was chosen as a Rhodes scholar. At
an early age, and in fact while in his teens, during
World War I and before America's involvement therein,
he joined the Armed Forces of France to fight for
freedom, After America entered the war, he resigned
from the French Forces and became an officer in the
United States Marines, where he rendered distinguished
service during the remainder of that war.

He is a lawyer by profession and practiced some
years in the City of Norfolk. 1In 1932, the people of
Norfolk elected him as a member of the House of Dele~
gates of Virginia. After serving in that body for only
one term, he was elected in 1932 to the United States
Congress, where he served for a number of years,
rendering faithful and efficient service to the people
of his District, State and Nation.



The President
July 28, 1975
Page Two

In 1941, he was elected Governor of Virginia and
served from 1942 to 1946 as Virginia's distinguished
War Governor. After his term had expired and upon the
death of former United States Senator Carter Glass, the
Virginia State Democratic Convention unanimously nominated
him to the United States Senate. At this time, such a
nomination was tantamount to election, but he declined
to serve., Later, he was unanimously chosen President
of the University of Virginia and served as head of this
exalted educational center for a period of ten years.

Mr. Darden embraces the philosophy of Mr. Jefferson,
who was founder of that great University. He is opposed
to every form of tyranny over the mind of man. It is
highly appropriate for Colgate Whitehead Darden, Jr.,
to be selected as the recipient of the Medal of Freedom.

It is my fervent hope that such a Medal may be bestowed
upon him.

Yours very sincerely,
Dan Daniel

DD/hmc
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The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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July 28, 1975

Dear Bills

Thaak you for your July 23 latter to the
Presideat proposiag that tha Presideatial
Madel of Freedom he awarded to the Honorable
Colgate W, Darden, Jr.

1 shall be plaased to pasa aloag your suggestion
for coasideration by the White Houre stalf
mombaezrs who reviaw sad evaluato the back-
grounds of paracas who have besa recommandsed
to receive the Medal,

With kind regards,

Siacerely,

Veraocan C. Loe=a

Dasputy Assistaat
to the Prasidaat

The Hoaorable William C, Wampler
House of Rapraseatatives
Washingtos, D.C. 20515

\y(wlinc to Paul Theis - for further action

VCL:EF:jk
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COMMITTEE O COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

FBouge of Representatives
Washington, B.E, 20515

July 23, 1975

The President
The White House
Washington, D, C. 20500

Dear Mr., President:

Congress of the nited States |

I

WASHINGTON OFFICE;
2422 RAYBURN House OrricE BuiLDmG
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20513

DISYRICT OFFICES:
324 CUMBERLAND STREET
BrisToL, VIRGINIA 24201

309 N. WASHINGTON AVENUE
Puraski, VIRGINIA 24301

P.O. Box 2000
Post OFrice BulLDING
BiG SToNe GAP, VIRGINIA 24219

I would like to recommend the Honorable Colgate W. Darden, Jr,,
for the Medal of Freedom, joining other members of the Virginia

delegation Who have contacted you in this regard.

Governor Darden has had a distinguished record of public
service, including service in the United States Congress,
service to the Commonwealth of Virginia as her Governor, and

as President of the University of Virginia.

I hope you will favorably consider bestowing this honor
upon Governor Darden, who has faithfully served his State and

his Nation with dedication and honor.

Sincerely,
Y
Uy . , ,
o T e s W <A G V"Ws—wa~u~

William C, Wampler
Member of Congress

WCW: jg

v



Congress of the United States
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The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500 -




July 28, 1975

Dear Caldwell:

Thank you for your July 25 letter to the

_ President proposing that the Presidemtial
Hedal of Freedom be awarded to the Lonorable
Colgste ¥, Darden.

I shall be pleased to pass along your sugges-
tion for consideration by the White licuse staff
moubers who review and evaluate the backgrounds
of persons who have been recommended to receive
the Medal.

¥ith kind regands,
Sinceraly,

Yexrnon C. Loen
Deputy Assistant
"to the mxm:

The lionorable H. Caldwell Butler
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

\Bgﬁ(:finc to Paul Theis - for further action
VCL:EF:jk
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ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24008
(703) 981-1231

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I have seen a copy of Congressman Whitehurst's letter of July 18
and wish to be associated with his remarks concerning the efforts
of Colgate W. Darden in Prince Edward County, Virginia and to
affirm the accuracy thereof.

Colgate W. Darden is the Elder Statesman of Virginia. He served
in the House of Representatives from 1933 to 1937 and from 1939
until he resigned on March 1, 1941 to become a candidate for
Governor of Virginia. He was our Governor during the War years
fram 1942 to 1946. Thereafter, he served for 12 years as President
of the University of Virginia, dum.ng which time I was attending
the Law School there.

However, his greatest recognition lies in his close association
with the Governors and leaders of Virginia who have constantly
turned to him for his sound advice.

We are particularly grateful for the many services he provided our
nation during the time he served as U.S. Delegate to the Tenth
General Assembly of the United Nations, 1955.

The purpose of this letter is to join with Colgate Darden's many other
£

|friends in urglng his nomination for the Medal of Freedom. Anything

you can do in his behalf will be greatly appreciated.

With kindest regards, I am

M. Caldfdeil Butler

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500




July 22, 1975

Daar Bills

Thaaok you for yoaur July 18 letter to the
Presideat proposing that the Presideatial
Medal of Freedom be awarded to the Hoaorable
Colgate W, Darden, Jr.

1 shall be pleased to pass along your suggestion
for coasideration by the White Houso staff mem-~
bers who review aad evaluate the backgrouads

of psrsons who have beea recommended to receive
the Medal.

With kind regazds,

Sincerely,

Yernoa C. loea
Deputy Assistaat
to the Presideat

The Hoanorable G. William Whitsharst
House of Represseatatives
.yf(/ine to Paul Theis - for further action
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The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

AN

"'\
5 Dear Mr. President:

A number of us in the Virginia delegation in the
House of Representatives have decided to recommend the
Honorable Colgate W. Darden, Jr., for the Medal of Free-
dom. I have known Governor Darden most of my life giiide
he was a long time friend of my father. As you no doubt
are aware, he has a distinguished record of public service,
one of the most impressive in our history. He not only
held my Congressional seat many years ago, but he has
served as Governor of Virginia and President of the Uni-
versity of Virginia. His contribution to governmental,
civic, educational, and other activities has brought him
countless accolades and marks him as one of the great
citizens of our State in this century.

In recommending him for the Medal of Freedom, I
would like to cite one unique contribution to the good of
our Nation and State. I refer to his brilliant direction
of the measures which led to the reopening of the public
schools of Prince Edward County after a period of four
years, 1959-1963, during which time there had been a com-
plete disruption of the county's educational system as a
result of the desegration controversy.

The successful resolution of that crisis was pri-
marily the result of the statesmanship and dedication of
Mr. Darden, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Free
School Association established by the State of Virginia
with the approval of federal authorities for the purpose



of devising a plan for reopening the public schools. Re~
sistance to the requirements of the United States Supreme
Court's desegregation decision in 1954 struck with unusual
force in Prince Edward Couty. School officials at every
level found it impossible to adopt effective measures to
keep the public schools open during the four years.

In the fourth year of the impasse, the Governor, the
Honorable Albertis Harrison, with the knowledge and support
of federal authorities, induced Mr. Darden to head a pres-
tigious group of Virginians designated to find a solution.
This group was composed of three black and three white
members and constituted the Board of Trustees for the Free
School Association, which had the support of a great number
of moderate citizens.

Mr. Darden credits his five associates on the Board
with a deep devotion to public education and a spirit of
unselfish service in the enterprise. These associates were:

Dr. Fred B. Cole, President of Washington and Lee
University;

- Dr. Robert P. Daniel, President of Virginia State
College;

Dr. Thomas Henderson, President of Virginia Union
University;

Dr. Earl H. McClenny, President of St. Paul's Col-
lege; and

Dr. F. D. G. Ribble, Dean of the Law School of the
University of Virginia.

Their efforts were successful chiefly because of Mr.
Darden's skill and patience and the influence of his asso-
ciates. Shortly after their painstaking work, covering a
period of several months, was completed, the public school
system, open to all of the County's children, black and
white, began to funtion again.

Mr. Darden is a man of great integrity, honor, and
dedication to public service. He is an inspiration to all
who have the privilege to know him.



Mr. President, I hope that you will look with favor
upon this request.

Sincerely,

PO e
G. WILLIAM WHITEHURST
GWW:hes



Congress of the Wnited States
Ibouse of Representatives
Washington, B.EC. 20515

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
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July 23, 1975

Dear Kens

Thaak you for your July 22 letter to the
Presideat proposing that the Presideatial
Medal of Freodom be tmd-d to the Hounorable
Colgate W, Dardu. Jr.

I shall be pleased to pass aloag your ssggestion
for considaration by the White House stall
members who review and evaluate the back~
grouads of persous who have beea recommended
to receive the Medal,

With kind regards,
Siacerely,

Jexv2

Yeranon C. losean

Daputy Assistant
to the Prasideat

The Hoaorable J. Kémth Roblason

House of Representatives

Washingtoa, D.C. 20515

bee w/ine to Paul Theis - for further actioa
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July 22, 1975

The President
The White House
Washingbon, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am taking the liberty of suggesting for your consideration
as a recipient of the Medal of Freedom Colgate W, Darden, Jr., who
has served Virginia in its State Legislature, as a Representative in
Congress, as Governor and as President of the University of Virginia,
but, more importantly, has served the people of the Commormwealth, and
the nation, in a variety of important voluntary assignments over the
years.

He is a veteran of World War I, was a United States delegate to
the 10th General Assembly of United Nations in 1955, and is a distinguished
member of the Bar. ‘

What stands out in any review of the career of Colgate Darden,
however, is his consistent willingness, over the years, to respond to calls
for voluntary public service in dealing with specific problems, and his
unremitting dedication to the cause of public education.

Individually, and as a member of various study groups organized over
the years, his sound reasoning, and his gbility to project it in a compre=~
hensible and effective way, has contributed, time and again, to the enhance-
ment of educational opportunity in Virginia.

His patience, and his talent for conciliation have been catalysts
for agreement which have moved public policy forward in a constructive manner,
without undue governmental pressure.

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: [0 WINCHESTER [0 CHARLOTTESVILLE [0 FREDERICKSBURG



The President
Washington, D. C.
July 22, 1975
Page 2

I believe an examination of the public record of Colgate W. Darden, Jr.
would lead you to the conclusion that this distinguished American merits the
recognition represented by the Medal of Freedom.

Respectfully yours,

.4 ,/"
-
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L . .
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-
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/‘/ (" { . O S
\////i/ J. Kenneth Robinson



J. KENNETH ROBINSON
7TH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA
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Congress of the United States
PBHouse of Repregentatives
Washington, B.E. 20515

July 22, 1975

The President
The Vhite House
Heshington, D. C. 29590

Deay . Precident:

I am talking the liderty of sugmesting for your consideratiocn
a3 a recipient of the lMedal of Freedom Colmpte W. Darden, Jr., who
has served Virginia in its State Legislature, ac » Eopresentative in
Cangress, as Governar and as 2resident of the University of Virginia,
ut, oore fmpartantly, has served the pecple of the Cosmorsisaltiy, wuxl
the nation, in a varicty of important voluntary sssignments over the
years.

Ho i3 a veteran of World War I, was a Uniltced Siates delamte to
the 10th Genoral Agsembly of United lations in 1955, amd isa distinpuished
acuber of the Dar.

Vhat stands out in any review of the career of Colgate Daxden,
however, i3 his consistent willingness, over the years, to respond to calla
for voluntary public service in dealing with speeific problems, and his
unremitting dedication to the cause of mubllis education,

Individually, axi as a member of various study groups orpanized over
the years, his cound reasoning, and his ability to project 1€ in a capre-
bepeible amd effective voy, has contributed, tine and agpin, to the enhoncae
ment of educational opportunity in Virginia,

iIis patienco, and his talent for concilintion have been catulysts
for agreemcat vhich have moved publis wolicy forward in a constructive mamer,
vithaut undue govermmental pressure.



The Zxesilent

Hashington, Je Ce
July 22, 1975
Pae 2

I beliove an cmuintion of the puhlic rocord of Calgnte W, Daxdenm, Jv.
wauld lond you to the cosclusieon that this distingniched frerican marits the
recognition represented by the edal of Freedon.

Respertfully yours,

Je Kenmyerth Robinnmom



Congress of the WUnited States
THouge of Representatives
Washington, B.E, 20515

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

R A

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
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August 26, 1273

Sear sovernor delton:

fnanc you for your recent lattsr to tie
sresident recommending Colgate . Darden,
Jr. for the Fresidsat!s Xedal of Freoedom
award. 5

Toe President uas recantly re-avaluated the
#edal of Freodom program and a review will
scon e zade of itliocze parsons racoumeniad
for this homor. FPlaagaea Le assursd that HAr.
Carden's zany costrisutions to Virginia will
receive every consiueration.

itz veat wighes,

Fincerce ¥,

Uouglas P. Sennstt
Girector :
Presidential Fersoouel ﬁffica

fhe udonoradble Linwood Eoltoa

Hogan & Raxtson

8l Conrecticut ‘venue .
wasaington, D.C. 20008 - 2




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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FROM: JIM FALK %

E or ycul-. information

// - __For your approptiate handllnq
For your review and comment
Return to me
| Return to file .
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’;’r\ ,‘L \ & i ' LAW OFFICES OF . .
fﬁ ' é/GAN & HART S ON : TELEPHONE (202} 33:;4500
CABLE ADDRESS HOGANDER WASHINGTON"
‘\ 815 CONNECTICUT AVENUE | rELEX 89-2787

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

~ WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL NUMBLER

331-5753

August 8, 1975

&}}> Dear Mr. President:

It is my understanding that the erglnla delegation
1n the U. S. House of Representatives has unanimously recommended
that you award the Medal of Freedom to the Honorable Colgate W.
Darden, Jr. who served as ‘as Governor of Virginia from 1942 to 1946
and whose entire lifetime has been devoted to service to his
fellow citizens in many capacities. I also have a copy of a
- letter in which the Honorable Brooks Hays enthusiastically joined
in the recommendation.

I think it would be uniquely fitting to make this award
to Governor Darden. Though it is difficult to make a distinction
among his many contributions to Virginia, his efforts in chairing
a special commission to reopen the public schools of Prince Edward
County, at the specific request of the then incumbent Governor of
Virginia, represent an outstanding act of courageous leadership.
He was supported in that effort by the distinguished Commission
members whom Congressman Hays has described in his letter, but I
agree that Mr. Darden's statesmanship was indeed the basic pre-
requisite for achieving the goal. I am certain, on the other hand,
that Mr. Darden would accept the award only by glvxng appropriate
credit to those who served with him.

It would be a proud moment for me if I could be present
when you present the award.

Cordially yours,

Linwood Holton

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20501



 September 5, 1975

Pear Mr, Chatrman:

- On behalf of the Prosident, I wish to thank
you for your September 3 lettor in support of
the recommendation which has been made that
Mr, Colgate W, Darden, Jr, be considered as
a reciplent of the Medal of Freedom.

To date, the President has not awarded the
Madal of Freedom to anyone, iowever, I
do wish to assure you that Mr, Darden will
be given full congideration in the process
of selecting possible recipients,

With kindest regards,
Sincerely,
Verm
Vernon C, Loen

Deputy Assgistant
to the President

The Honorable George Mahon
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20515

bee: w/incoming to Paul Theis - for your information
LWeE: w/incoming to Linda Foulks - for your information
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XGE, MAHON P o CHAIRMAN

Disft, Th{(&s‘?}\ /L""' . . i COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
AN Congress of the United States
- House of Representatives

Washington, BD.E. - 20515

September 3, 1975

»

Honorable Gerald Ford
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I wish to join with friends of Colgate W. Darden, Jr.
in the recommendation that he be awarded the Medal
of Freedom. I know the files will disclose the many
reasons why he is deserving of this honor, and I
wanted to add my strong endorsement of him.

Best personal regards.

;;ﬁcerely,,
” g; W
George fiiit»””ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂn_ﬁﬁ

M:hb ‘_dﬁﬂf#,,,w
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MEMORANDUM POR:
,:‘Mt .

Attached is a copy of another communication I have

; _Wtw Colgate Davden for the Medal

Attachment

dl

November 28,

DA
JACK

1976




FERY COHELAN

'SIDENT -
E S
aves socas Former Members of Congress
RACE R. KORNEG AY 121 SECOND STREET, N.E. >
EASURER WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
ARLOTTE T. REID (202) 543-1666
_RETARY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1976 1977

1978
J. Caieb Boggs William R. Anderson Charles B. Brownson
John W, Byrnes Horace R. Kornegay Frank M, Karsten
Jeffery Cohelan Melvin R. Laird George,Meader,
Walter H. Moeller Charlotte T. Reid Cariton R. Sickles




Weea o o

Dear Brooks: R B2 s

clﬁnnl::‘gn Darden. It was
good to hear from you.

I have taken the liberty of bringing
your suggestion to the attentionm of
those here at the White House workigg
on this matter. I am sure careful
coneideration will be given to Colgate
Darden. FHe has been highly recommended
by many others.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

The "ln.t/“h Brooks Haye
121 Second Street, Horthsast
Washington, D. C. 20002

dl

cc: Dave Gergen



Attachment

copies of letters from Linwood Holton



Hovenbar 30, 1976

Dear Lin:

Just a short note to acknowledge

mdmmotmm
the President concerning Colgate

m. Wﬁtﬁnm

Wncrm‘ ' mi;m
the other I contacted the le
here at the te House

this matter and relayed -
m-..:mxmm.m

..'zl‘ + I am sure Goveranor
will be given every considera-

with kiadest personal regards, I am
Sincerely,

ce: Dave Gergen

Y
7\



HUITE 600
815 COHNNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

November 22, 1976

P

Dear Mr. President:

To refresh your recollection, I enclose
a copy of Brooks Hays' letter of July 28, 1975,
in which he joined the unanimous Virginia House
delegation in recommending that you award the
Medal of Freedom to Colgate W. Darden, Jr., who
was Governor of Virginia from 1942 to 1946.

: I also enclose copy of my letter of
August 8, to you, adding my enthusiastic endorse-
ment to that recommendation. ‘

I surely hope that you will give con-
sideration to this request again now, and I
strongly hope that you can come to an affirmative
conclusion.

It would, in my judgment, be a most
fitting thing for you to do.

Cordially yours,
Linwood Holton

The President
The White House
Washingto D. C.

bee: Honorable John O. Marsh, Jr.




J.CALEB BOGGS

UADTLR
P SECRE 1/70XY

JOSEPH W. BARR

i Y COMELAN
TREASURLR

Former Alenthers of Cnugress

July 28, 1975 -

'he President
'he White House
lashington, D. C.

Jear Mr. President:

I am pleased to learn that the Virginia delegation in the House
f Representatives has unanimously recommended that you award the Medal
'f Freedom to Honorable Colgate W. Darden, Jr., whose distinguished
arcer includes service in the Congress, in the Governor's office and
n the presidency of the University of Virginia.

I respectfully join in this recommendation. I served with Mr.
larden in the United Nations General Assembly in 1955 and have been
.ssociated with him in other public undertakings. I wish to stress
me activity of his in particular because I believe the award would
e a fitting recognition of this particular service. I refer to his
.cadership in the successful effort to recopen the public schools of
'rince Edward County, Virginia, in 1963 after a four year total dis-
‘uption, resulting from the desegration controversy. :

I have personal knowledge of this remarkable service, Mr. Pres-
dent, bLecause during much of that period I was serving as a member
f President Kennedy's White House staff and had the privilege of
ronveying to him the Justice Department's and the President's wishes
.n this vital matter. .

Following this request the Governor of Virginia, Honorable
\1bertis Harrison, appealed to Mr. Darden to head a special commis-~
sion to effectuate compliance with the Supreme Court's school de-
:ision of 1954, He accepted the Governor's challenge and was joined
)y a distinguished group of the State's lcaders as follows:

hY

Dr. Fred B. Cole, President of Washington and Lee University;

Dr. Robert P. Daniel, President of Virginia State Collecge;

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1975 1976 1977
wWitham R, fnderson

Joseph W, Barr _ J. Caleb Bouygs
John Sherman Cooper John W, Byrnes tdorace R, ' Koinegay
J. Allen Frear, Jr. . Jeffcry Cohelan NMetvin Laird
Jed Johnson, Jr, Waller H. Moelier - Charlotte Reid

George Mceader .
fFred Schwengel HONORARY —~ WITHOUT TERM - Brooks Hays - Waliter Judd e .



~

Dr, Thomas Henderson, President of Virginia Union University;
Dr. Earl H. McClenny, President of St. Paul's College; and

Dr. ¥, D. G. Rlbble, Dean of the Law School of the Unlver51ty ,
Vlrglnla

Mr. Darden gives his associates much of the credit for their con-
ibution to the happy result, but the facts sustain the assertion
3t, without the Chairman's sklll and his statesmanllke handling of
e problem, the goal would not have been reached,

. ‘The Prince Edward County experience became a landmark case in
e South's struggle to adapt to the new order of school administra-—

On.

. In the light of Mr. Darden's outstanding and self-effacing ser-
ce I express the hope that you will deem it appropriate to make thls

ard.

With great esteem and appreciation of your friendship, I am,

Sincerely,

T ottn (7{1"27

Brooks Hays -

;/ej




331-5753
>

A

August 8, 1975

1

Dear Mr. President:

It is my understanding that the Virginia delegation
in the U. S. House of Representatives has unanimously recommended
that you award the Medal of Freedom to the Honorable Colgate W.
Darden, Jr. who served as Governor of Virginia from 1942 to 1946
~and whose entire lifetime has been devoted to service to his
fellow citizens in many capacities. I also have a copy of a
letter in which the Honorable Brooks Hays enthusiastically joined
in the recommendation. ,

I think it would be unlquely fitting to make this award
to Governor Darden. Though it is difficult to make a distinction
among his many contrxibutions to Virginia, his efforts in chairing
a special commission to reopen the public schools of Prince Edward
County, at the specific request of the then incumbent Governor of
Virginia, represent an outstanding act of courageous leadersiip.
He was supported in that effort by the digstinguished Commission
members whom Congressman Hays has described in his letter, but I
agree that Mr. Darden's statesmanship was indeed the basic pre-
requisite for achieving the goal. 'I am certain, on the other hand,
that Mr. Darden would accept the award only by giving approprlate
credit to those who served with him.

It would be a proud moment for me if I could be present
when you present the award.

Cordially yours,

Linwood Holton

The President
. The White House
Washington, D. C., 20501



November 23, 1976

you are
of Virginia, nmmu
President of the Universit m
Mﬂdulotmmtm mmal
certainly a worthy candidate for the Medal.

I an aware that some oconsideration is being given
to ‘ those

who are working oa ir should get together.
related

ey
;
!
ik

».B.
This is to yoar sarl hl' of November
iseh

and I am not certain just where this stands.

Jom/al
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 18, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY
JACK MARSHN
A%
FROM: : DAVE GERGEN L
SUBJECT: Medal of Preedom

I would strongly recommend that the President present
Medals of Freedom to a number of prominent Americans

in a gala event before January 20. As you know,

there are a number of outstanding people whose names

are already high on our candidate list (e.g., George
Shulits,.. Arthur FPiedler, the Durants, Georgia O'Keefe,
Norman Rockwell, Lowell Thomas, General Omar Bradley,and
Irving Berlin}.

There are also several excellent choices within the
Cabinet, the ciplomatic corps -- past and present ~-
and elsewhere.

I recommend that Bill Nicholson be asked to set up an
event and that our Medal of Freedom committee, which
Jack informally chairs, be commissioned to come up with
a list of 20 recommended candidates from which the
President might select out 10 or so. It would be
particularly appropriate if the medals were presented

at a special White House dinner -- and far enough ahead
of January 20th that it is not lost in the shuffle. Our
office is prepared to present a list of names almost
overnight.

cc: Jerry Jones
Bill Nicholson

G





