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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 7, 1975

MEMORANDUM P;OR: PHIL BUCHEN

THROUGH: ' MAX FRIEDERSDORF

FROM: VERN LOEN /L

SUBJECT: H.R.4438 - Executive Agreements

Limitation bill

This measure was introduced Thursday with bipartisan support,
based on the attached memo prepared by a junior staff man on the
.~ majority side of the House Foreign Affairs Committee (George Burdus).

The six Republicans who cosponsored went along with the idea that

it was an extension of the assertion of Congressional powers, similar
to the War Powers bill, and would give the House committee some

of the action the Senate holds on treaty ratification. '

The Republican‘cosponsors were: Biester (Pa), Burke (Fla), duPont (Del)
Findley (Ohio), Guyer (Ohio) and Whalen (Ohio). They were stirred up
by recent statements dealing with the recognition of Cuba and the
possibility of giving the Panama Canal to Panama.

State Department representatives and I met with Rep. Bill Broomfield
(R-Mich), ranking Republican member of Foreign Affairs, yesterday

and warned him of the dangers and indeed, the possible unconstitutionality
of the bill.. Senator Ervin got a similar measure through the Senate -

last year., The fact that it is starting in the House with bipartisan
sponsorship makes it more dangerous this year, particularly since .

some Members feel the executive agreements power has been abused.

I called Reps. Guyer, Findley and Burke, but the bill already had been
introduced. They had not really focused on it and had been taken in

by the staff man. Guyer went so far as to have his name removed
from the bill and Burke indicated he would try. Findley is receptive



to amendments making it acceptable to the Administration
(perhaps a sense-of-Congress resolution?). State's strategy
is to try to delay hearings in Zablocki's subcommittee until the
"Secretary returns and can explain ramifications to Zablocki,

Findley, et al.

cc: “"John Marsh l/
Gen. Brent Scowcroft
Ken Lazarus
Kempton Jenkins (State Dept.)








