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CAMPAIGN '76 

l. Image reasons 

2. Other reasons 

3. Media promotion of Reagan and others 

4. Lyndon Johnson uncouth 

5. Nixon -- Tricky Dick 

6. Leadership demonstrated 

l. action and not motion 

2. the initiative 

3. legislative proposals 

4. executive actions 

a. foreign affairs 

b. intelligence 

c. Domestic Council 

d. other (survey this) 

7. Democratic expressions of concern 

a. public 

b. private 
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General Washington: 

Advisor: 

General Washington: 

Advisor: 

Philadelphia -- Early 1789 
Near Independence Hall 

(in a small tavern) 

Gentlemen, I've called this meeting to discuss 

frankly the campaign. You know I didn't want 

to be President. When I accepted Chairmanship 

of the Constitutional Convention, I felt after 

it ended I could return to Mt. Vernon. Now I 

hear we're in trouble, let's have the bad news 

from my Advisor. 

General, we've got two problems. I know its 

hard for you to understand sir, but some of 

the former colonies, particularly in the South, 

are saying you're not strong on Defense. I 

know you were Commander-in-Chief during 

the War, but the opponents are saying except 

for Yorktown you didn't win any of the battles. 

And to show you how mean the campaign has 

become they are saying you lost Canada. That 

is the 14th Colony issue. 

But we won the war. 

General, I know we won the war, and the people 
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know we won the war, but you see, the 

British had more troops than we did, and 

they had four times as many guns. But in 

spite of that, you kept riding up and down the 

country saying we were number one and we 

could win. You see the people perceived the 

British were stronger. It's perceptions, Sir, 

that count in politics. 

General Washington: H'mm, I see. I'm not sure I agree; but go 

on to the second issue. 

Advisor: General, I hate to bring this up, but the people 

are saying you've spent too much time in 

Philadelphia. Being Chairman of the Con-

stitutional Convention hasn't worked just like 

we thought. Let's face up to it, you were also 

a Member of the First Continental Congress. 

General Washington: Gentlemen. He has hit on a real problem. 

There's an anti-Philadelphia mood in the 

country. I felt it as we tried to ratify the 

Constitution. 
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Ad vis or: General, if I could be so bold, the Philadelphia 

issue is much broader than you think. It 

touches a lot of people. It cuts a wide swath 

among your supporters. Jefferson is out 

because he wrote the Declaration and Madison 

we all know drafted the Constitution. Adams 

who's mentioned for Vice President is part 

of the Philadelphia crowd and you may have 

to drop him. 

General Washington: The situation is bad. Why? 

Advisor: They have just spent too much time in 

Philadelphia. The people want to throw 

the Philadelphia crowd out. It's bound to 

cost us Hamilton and Monroe sooner or 

later. Thank heavens Franklin lives here 

or he's be gone too. There's no doubt about 

it, General, serving in the Congress is a 

real liability for a man seeking to be President. 

General Washington: Gentlemen, this is a dilemma. How do we ever 

explain to the country what we've been doing 

here in Philadelphia for the last 15 years? 

I . 
( ' ~ .. 
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Jefferson: General, we can't explain it. We're all going 

to be tagged with the same stick. We can't 

shake the Philadelphia image, but I have a 

plan-- Let's move the Capitol. 

Hamilton: By J ave, Tom, you've got it, but where do 

we put it? 

Jefferson: Near Virginia, of course. But we will need 

a name. 

Hamilton: Washington, Tom. What else? 

Advisor: With a name like that, we're bound to win 

in November. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 13, 1975 

Jack, 

Unrelated to our conversation this morning, 
re: Senator Buckley, Bill Kendall advises me 
that he put in a proposal a week or so ago for 
the President to meet with Buckley ••. no 
action has as yet been taken on that request. 
(Buckley says he wanted the President 1o hear 
firsthand the results of the Eastern Shore 
Conservative get together, rather than to 
read press reports) ••• golden opportunity? 

Russ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1975 

Jack, Charlie Leppert called to request a 
luncheon meeting here at the White House 
sometime next week between you, Dick 
Obenshain (RNC Vice Chairman) and Don 
Baldwin. They called to check on the 
Ford--Conservative problem. They have 
already spoken with both Jack Calkins and 
Bob Hartmann on the same subject. 

Charlie Leppert told them we would get 
back with them later today with a response. 

Russ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MAY 1 5 1975 

Date 5/15/75 

TO: JOHN 0. MARSH 

FROM: Douglas P. Bennett It>~~ 

For Your Information XX -------
Please Handle 

----------------
Per Our Conversation ----------
Other: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

l\1EMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

May 14, 1975 

DONALD RUMSFELD 

MAX L. FRIE9ERSDORF 
VERN LOEN V/.....-

DOUGLAS P. BENNETT~ 
Attachment 

I have been informed that the informal check beino: 
taken on the Hill relative to the possibility of a 
Reagan.:.. Wallace ticket in 1976 was conducted >y a 
representative of the "Conservative Digest' Tnaga
zine, located in Falls Church, Virginia. 

Attachment 
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Jv1 a'{ 1 2. _. l 9 ? ~; 

MElviCYRANDUM FOR: JOHN 0. 1-.tARSH 
MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

THRU: VERN LOEN 

FR0Iv1: 

SUBJECT: Reagan-·wallace Ticket 

Joe Ylaggonner told 1ne this afternoon that an irtfo:n:nal fl check was being taken on the Hill as to what sort of 
( · support conservatives vrould have fen: a 1976 Reagan-

\_ Yfallace- ticket. -----------------\ 

------- -------------------- \ 

Hob·,~rt H0.rtrn<-um 

John Calkins I 
I 



MAY 1 3 1975 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 12, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JOHN 0. MARSH 
MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

THRU: VERN LOEN 

FROM: DOUGLAS P. BENNETT~ 
SUBJECT: Reagan-Wallace Ticket 

Joe Waggonner told me this afternoon that an informal 
check was being taken o e Hill as to what sort 
support conservative ould have for a 197 
Wallace· ticket. 

c: D~~umsfeld 
DRobert Hartmann 

John Calkins 

f/ 
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MAY 1 3 1975 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHil'iGTON 

May 12, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JOHN 0. MARSH 
MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

THRU: VERN LOEN VL-

FROM: DOUGLAS P. BENNETT~ 
SUBJECT: Reagan-Wallace Ticket 

Joe Waggonner told me this, afternoon that an informal 
check was being taken o he Hill as to what sort 
support conservative ould have for a 197 R 
Wallace- ticket. 

c: n!t~umsfeld 
DRobert Hartmann 

John Calkins 

~ 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1976 

JACK MARSH 

RUSS ROURK~ 

Jack, during my conversation with Chuck Grassley on the Mexico 
matter, he touched on the political situation in Iowa. The three 
problem areas that are constantly called to his attention either as 
a result of personal tours through the State or through his 
Congressional mail are as follows: 

1. The farmers are still upset over past Administration 
blunders. 

2. Unhappiness with Henry Kissinger. Grassley indicated 
that the cancellation of Kissinger's California trip and the 
possible "low profile" by Kissinger until at least after the 
primaries would be welcome news to Iow~ans. 

3. "President Ford should come out strongly in favor of 
food stamp reform." (Grass1ey indicated that his mail 
continues to run heavily in support of such reform and 
he hates to see the initiative taken away from the 
President.) 

Grassley added that the President "should continue to knock Congress 
at every opportunity and to run on his own superior record of 
performance. 11 

cc: Max Friedersdorf 

Charles Leppert, Jr. 

' . '~ 



THE V/H ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1975 

MEETING WITH TEN REPUBLICAN SENATORS WHO WILL 
BE RUNNING FOR REELECTION IN 1976 

Wednesday, May 21, 1975 
10:00 a.m. (30 minutes) 
The Cabinet Room 

Through: 
From: 

Max L. Friedersdorf 
William T. Kendall 

I. PURPOSE 

To discuss the upcoming campaigns of the Senators. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: Several Senators who are running next year have 
expressed a desire to sit down with the President to discuss 
their problems in connection with next year's elections. These 
Senators have been meeting among themselves and their staff 
people meet also on a regular basis. 

The Senators are anxious to talk to the President about plans 
for next year--both theirs and his. 

These ten Senators represent a cross section of the political 
spectrum in their home States and ~auld provide valuable in
formation on back-home political situations as well as help in 
the future. 

The Senators will be looking for ways the White House can pay 
some special attention to them. In this category are grant 
annm~ncements, special projects in their home States, appoint
ments and visits. 

B. Participants: See Tab A 

C. Press Plan: David Hume Kennerly photo only. 
I. 



III. TALKING POINTS 

1. 
Senators, I am pleased that we are able to get together on 
an informal basis to talk about next year. 

2. I wonder if we could go around the table and ask each of you 
to give us a brief capsule of your own State situation and your own prospects. 

3. I am pleased that Senator Ted Stevens was able to be here. 

Ted, can you give us a short report on what the Senatorial Committee will be doing? 

4. I have asked the Congressional Liaison staff to give you any 
special help you are in need of during this session and ne>ct. 
Our communication lines will be kept open to you and when 
you have a problem you think we can help with, call one of 
our fellows and tell him about it. 

.. 

' 



The President 

SENATORS 

J. Glenn Beall, Jr. 
Bill Brock 
Paul J. Fannin 
William V. Roth, Jr. 
Hugh Scott 
Robert T. Stafford 
Robert Taft, Jr. 
Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. 
James L. Buckley 
Ted Stevens 

STAFF 

John Marsh 
Robert Hartmann 
Max Friedersdor£ 
John Calkins 
William Kendall 
Patrick O'Donnell 

PARTICIPANTS 



€0HPIE>m¢'fiAL 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 11, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF ffi • (; , FROM: 

SUBJECT: Senate Letter 

Our Senate staff reports the following rundown on Republican 
Senators and the letter of support for the President: 

SENATOR 

Baker 

Bartlett 

Beall 

Bellrnon 

Brock 

Brooke 

Buckley 

Case 

Curtis 

Dole 

Dornenici 

Fannin 

Fong 

Garn 

Goldwater 

Griffin 

Not approached because of status as a 
potential candidate. 

Not approached yet. Waiting awhile. 

Has signed. 

Declined because of farm veto. 

Not approached because of potential candidacy. 

Has signed. 

Declined to sign. Favors open convention. 

Has signed. 

Has Signed. 

Has been asked to sign. Still considering. 

Has given oral support. 

Not approached yet. 
'l. 

Has signed. 

Has signed. ' . 
Has given oral support. 

Has signed. 
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Hansen 

Hatfield 

Helms 

Hruska 

Javits 

Laxalt 

Mathias 

McClure 

Packwood 

Pearson 

Percy 

Roth 

Schweiker 

Scott (PA) 

Scott (VA) 

Stafford 

Stevens 

Taft 

Thurmond 

Tower 

Weicker 

Young 

SUMMARY: 

-2-

Not approached yet. 

Has signed. 

Declined to sign. Favors open convention. 

Not yet approached. 

Has signed. 

Gave oral support. 

Has signed. 

Declined to sign. Favors open convention. 

Declined to sign. Will be delegate; must 
support primary winner; however, personally 
supports the President. 

Has signed. 
. 

Not approached because of status as potential 
candidate. 

Has signed. 

Gave oral support. 

Has signed. 

Not approached yet. 

Has signed. 

Has signed. 

Has signed. 

Not approached yet. 

Has signed. 

Wanted to wait awhile. 

Has signed. 

18 signed 
4 oral support 
3 potential candidates 
3 favor "open" convention 
1 "no" because of delegate status 
1 "no" because of farm bill veto 
2 "waiting" awhile 
5 not yet approached 



Draft Statement BLThe Press Secretary 

The President has asked Secretary of the Army Bo Callaway to become 

the Chairman of his Re-Election Campaign. Secretary Callaway has 

agreed, and will be submitting his resignation as Secretary of the 

Army in the near future. He will take over his responsibilities as 

Campaign Chairman within the next three weeks. 

By Friday of this week, the President will authorize the establishment 

of a Ca1npaign Com1nittee in accordance with Federal laws. The reason 

for establishing the Committee at this time is to make certain that the 

re-election effort is conducted in a manner fully consistent with the 

requirements of the Campaign Reform Act of 1974. In addition, forming 

the Committee now will make it possible to begin work leading up to the 

formal announcement by the President of his candidacy sometime in the 

next few weeks. 

The first filing of the report will list Dean Burch as Chairman of the 

Carnpaign Committee. This is a temporary arrangement because 

Secretary Callaway cannot formally take responsibility until such 

time as his resignation from the Army is effective. Thus, at that 
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• 
point when Secretary Callaway takes over in early July, there will 

be an amended filing with the Federal Election Commission which 

will list Mr. Callaway as Chairman of the Campaign. Mr. Burch 

has agreed to continue to serve as Chairman of the Advisory Com-

mittee. 

In addition, Dave Packard of California has agreed to serve as 

National Finance Chairman for the campaign, and Charles Cha1nberlain, 

former Republican Congressman from Michigan, has agreed to serve 

as Treasurer. 

t~ r --_-
, 



The President Ford Committee 
****************************** 

1200 Eighteenth Street, N. W. 
Suite 916 

Washington, D. C. 20036 
(202) 833-8920 

July 9, 1975 

Mr. John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Jack: 

Thanks for your congratulatory note upon the occasion 
of my recent appointment. 

Your help in bringing this campaign to victory in 
November '76 is both desirable and necessary. I 
look forward to having you with me in the months 
ahead. 

With warm personal regards. 

Since;;z 
BO CALLAWAY 
Chairman 

'"'"' ' •. ..-.· : ...... ~ 
-~; . . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

MAX FRIEDERSOORF MA ,/.. 
BOB WOLTHUIS /!.kIt/ u 
Conservative ·caucus 

JUL 1 7 1975 

I had one of my outside contacts run this down and as I 
suspected, the conservative caucus is the group being put 
together by Joe Coors of the beer family. The head of 
the operation here in Washington is Paul Wyrick who used 
to work for Gordon Allott. As mentioned in the press account 
Richard Viguerie is doing the fund raising. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 10, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: JACK MARS 

Do you suppose your people can quiet! 
on the attached? 

Many thanks. 

ick up some information 
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States 

A ne\'i right 'Jing group, a -!:.t.er:-cp ting to or~ranize at. th-2 
congressio~al district level all over the country, has raised 
$500,0GJ in its first six mont:1s from 40,000 claimed members. 

R1 tl1~1J_ng or1 rnone:::l s ipl:.c,ne(i in })~/ tl1e P-=':·;(-~rft1l direct-mail 
appar~tus of 2ichard A. Vigua~i~, a grou? c2lled Conservative 
Ca UC:~-~ ~; r I l"l(; • i [\-:}_ s a]_ J:e c:..l:i ·:ll-:;~:;t.) -~ ~L t:_c;.~i !: ~.-:c Jl·(]_ i Yl(.l·tor s tf ir_ 3 4 0 f th s 
50 states, including four in K2~ England. 

The 2aucus Js turn~~g to ~jG hinterlan~s in an attempt 
'.>.. 

...LL.. 

,;_\1 <~-:f~,;;;:~? <_ '~ 
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Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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I .. Declare his glory among tbe heathen, his won

ders among all peoples. Psalm 96:3. 

tf\ 
Ignorant and Insensitive \ 

'~e ~~d.J~~~y, .·;~~: t~: P~es;d:nt ';~:t.tJ:;~;:=;:n:=~ne:?P;~: Ford's igno· 
"believes in being totally honest," surely would ranee is appalling! Perhaps he should have don~ 
not deprive others of that same privilege. less pot smoking and more reading on the suhjcc' 

Therefore, to be totally honest, we believe that while he was a student at Utah State Universi~yl 
Mrs. Betty Ford and her 23-year-old son, Jack, where he recently graduated. 
have done so much to undermine the traditional The President's' son has no more right to pose 
morality-and the While House's role as its de- as a research authol'ity on the use of marijuana 
fender-that they should have their mouths regis- than does the writer of this editorial. But only a l 
tered as lethal weapons. Their seeming compul- truly IGNOR:.\NT person would regard disagree- I 
sion to thumb their nose at the obligations of ment within the scientific community on the 
leadership-and even at plain common sense- has effects of marijuana as au argument for aban- \ 
discredited the Ford administration to a far doning caution and encouraging experimentation. 
greater degree than the combined assaults of its And only an INSENSITIVE person would be 
legions of political detractors. heedless .of the harmful impact of his words in \, 

encouraging experimental users to escalate to use l 
By the time Betty and Jack stop playing their of marijuana on a regular basis. 1\ 

childish little game.of "Can you top this?", the THERE ARE VERY FEW ISSUES THAT RE· \1\ 
President may have forfeited any right to ask the CEIVE UNANI:\HTY OF OPINION BY THE ._ _____ .,...,!""-___ ~,__-
American people to elect him to the office he now SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY, BUT DISAGREE- \\ , . ::v 

holds by virtue of the constitutional process of MENT DOES NOT ENTlTLE ANY RATIONAL HOLtv\ES A(.EXAND 
presidential succession. PERSON TO IGNORE THE WAHNINGS OF A \1 · · '- . . 

To Mrs. Ford's amoral views on premarital SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF SCIENTISTS OF l '-...__........ 
sex, abortion, and marijuana-and her silly volun- NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL REPUTA· ,ll Q~ut~r !'AI?'geO~ ~~-
teered statement on what she would say if asked TION THAT REGULAR USE OF MARIJUANA, U fMQ ~ JL 
how often she sleep·s with her husband-has been EVEN AT THE RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL OF 
added Jack Ford's statement to the news media SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK (SOME SAY ONCE t\ ' 
that he's puffed a little pot and, although he A WEEK IS SUFFICIENT), CAUSES SERIOUS A the two-gun highwayman to industry < 
hadn't previously confided that f<~ct within the IMPAIRMENT OF JUDGMENT AND PSY- masvcu personality to his public, Ralph N;1o 
confines of his ''totally honest'' family, puffed his CHOLOGICAL STABILITy AND PER FOR· already an institution in his O\\ n right. li 
wav to the conclusion that marijuana, if used in· a MANCE, THE RESULT OF DISOIWEREn ;gress'l passes the bill tH.R. 7575) to creat r 
nondestructive way, presents no more serious a THINKING, DELUSIONS, AND PSYC:?IOTIC t Agen~~ for Consumer Advoc~cy. Ralph w!l' 
problem than the use of alcohol. PATTERNS RESEMBLING PARANOIA. come pmmortalized as a stamed-glass sau: 

. antibqsiness. · 
-~ ....... ..,.....,..,..~...,.., ..... ~ •. - ............... .,..., · The \consumer bill attempts to take up 

WI J I F . d s• 'd D( . /y- press ~orward where Nader left off. Brooko lilt aC { '.UOr · B10UI 1 110\.V enthal-HQrton propose a measure which prej•. 

""~~ t .... ...,,. 
.. !~~ .... F.:9r.~can te~r himseif a~ay fro~ ~he .. icas, ~ew. York~ N.Y. 1003&-$12.50). See Also o.r. 

press· chppmgs resultmg from h1s permiSSive Nahas s d1scuss1on of the dangers of mariJuana m 
views on marijuana, he might do some reading on the January issue of Private Practiee. 
the subject. A llep91't .on lhe I•:Hects uf Chronic. .1\.I~ri.fuaua 

Even if he can't be convinced about the harmful Use, by· Dr. Harold Kolansky and Dr. William T. 
effects of smoking pol, the recent views of Moore, published in the October 2, J fl.i2 issue of 
experts who have researched the subject !'hould The Journal 1lf the American 1\ledical Association. 
convince him of the need to curb his tongue and "Gy•tecomastia in Marijuana Users," by two 
exercise caution: We recommend: members of the Harvard Medical School r.aculty, 

"Marijuana-Hashish Epidemic and Its Impact Dr. Menelaos Aliapoulios and John Harmon, pub
on United States Sel'urily," the testimony before lished in the November 2, 1!172 issue of the New 
the Internal Security Subcommittee of the U.S. L~ngland Journal of Medicine. rr:ynecomaslia. 
Senate of 21 eminent scientists who have con- p<~inful enlarging and swelling of male breasts and 
ductcd studies on the properties and effects of the discharg~ of a white, milky liquid, occurs 
marijuana in seven different-countries. among heavy marijuana users, the surgeons con· 

''Marijuana and Health: Fourth Report to the tehd. Also in females, where it is much more 
U.S. Congress from the Sel:retary (If Health, difficult to detect) . 
Education and Welfare.'' IObtainable for $4 and But since youn~ i\lr. Ford i1eeds convincing, 
$2.25, respectively·, from the Superintendent of perhaps he should currespond dircclly with Ur. 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Harvey Powelson, from the llniversity of Berke-
Washinglon. D.C. 20!02) . · le~·. The campus ps~·t·hiatrist used to have a 

"1\·larijuana. Deceptive Weed," by Columbia tolerant attitude toward smoking pot hut con-
University professor and scientist Dr. Gabriel eluded - after eight years of experience wilb 
Nahas (Raven Press, 1140 Avenue of the Amet- · students- that it is highly dangerous. 

····t;::}~ 

.\ 

. I .. 

;; 

.) . . 
.:.... . ..• ~~ ~::;. •. , .. · 

I 
the rascality of producers, and in effect a·. 

1\U\. ALEXANDER 

(lamages in the form of additional Federal '' 

A
onsumers. I heard Representative Rosentha 

conference on reguli!tory reform. All he 
_ U&Lt4..A- t.li.Qu.;. .,_..~ ~ - .a•-.6,1-
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HOUSTON CHRONICLE Thursday,.November 20; 1975 

. "" ... , . . . . ., 

Goldwater Backs 
Page 10, ~ction 1 , . . .,. ~** /· . . 

-«4 -~ ~ - · - · ..;..... ..... .-:·;'~.· .•. · "' .~x. . . .. ---- .....-= ~--T: <Q ~-'8:1 - ... _ ') B~s~t-.~~~ -Y-:.~ il-~ 
Cteveiand~(-UPI5 '7 CIA ': 

direcior-designate ·George 
Bush should be President -
Ford's\ -vice-preSidential' -. 

·· runnirig mate in ' 1976~ Sen. ! 

Barry .M. ,.<;ioldwlilef, . R--' 
Ariz., 'said::, .~'Nobody. as 
old as me-or· V~P.resi_: 
dent. Nelson. _Rockefeller 

. should ' run 'because' "the : 
· vice-president is going to· 

m;· a caiididate for 'presi-. 
:~deri(th~~~~.x;t _:l~~;!:~a~~ 
· cording to 'GoldwateC.--whOi 
·-~id ··BliSh;·· former}Y: ~of/ 
:··H6uston, is' 51' and· he- and.< 
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Sunday which showed Humphrey as the first choice of 30% of rank 
and file Democrats. Alabama Gov. George Wallace placed second 
among 622 Democrats interviewed with 20% support. -- (12/14/75) UPI 

Ill. Ford Backers Gird To Halt Reagan 
(Harry Kelly, Chicago Tribune) 

Illinois Republicans are trying to recruit an~'' all-star" 
slate of delegates for President Ford -- including as many congress
men as possible -- in an effort to overwhelm native son Ronald 
Reagan's challenge in the state primary. 

At the heart of the special effort is a belief that the 
primary will have a major impact nationally, and a fear that 
the former California governor could develop an unstoppable 
momentum with a victory in Illinois. Two of the state's top 
GOP congressmen ~- Rep. Edward Derwinski and Rep. Thomas Railsback, 
both Ford supporters -- had not intended to run as delegates. 
But they are reconsidering now at the request of former Gov. 
Richard Ogilvie, who heads the Ford committee in Illinois, and 
Rep. Robert Michel, the house GOP whip. "I think they believe 
we would have a stronger name identification on the ballot," 
Railsback said. But some such as Re . Robert McClor said 
would rather not get ~nvolve t thou 

ory says 

The concern with the Illinois primary and with Ford's 
political position in general was heightened over the weekend as 
polls indicated a drop in the President's rating and a popularity 
flip-flop, with Ford sliding behind Reagan. If Ford should lose 
or do poorly in New Hampshire, Massachusetts and in Florida, 
but win in Illinois, the bad Ford showings in these three earlier 
primaires might be discounted as special situations, reasoned a 
Ford supporter. "But a loss in Illinois on top of those," he 
said, "would be fatal, unless there is some unusual situation." 

Sen. Percy (R-Ill) who has been helping in the Ford campaign 
and making telephone calls to recruit a blue-ribbon Ford slate, 
has said the President can't win the nomination if he doesn't win 
Illinois. This has added to the pressure on Ford. 

A fifth, Rep. Philip Crane, heads the Illinois Citizens for 
Reagan. And Crane says: "I feel for them" -- the GOP congressmen 
who are considering whether to run or have decided not to. "They 
are caught between a rock and a hard place. They are under an 
awful lot of pressure from the White House." But other Republicans 
deny there has been any pressure. -- (12/14/75) 




