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MEMORANDUM j.:=-ty~ 1872 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

(Correspondence Referral) 

April 7, 1976 

TO: RALPH E. MARTIN 

' ~)(' 
FROM: . JEANNE W. DA VIS Vv 

REFERE\:~E: 

To: The Vice President Date: March 5, 1976 

From: Robert~Cruz 

Subject: Requests sponsor to assist in rebuilding 
Chinautla, Guatemala. 

Comment: Reply suggests the i iami Hotel Association 
discuss their idea for assisting Guatemalan reconstruc­
tion with the Partners of the Americas, a private organi­
zation with experience in setting up relationships 
between private organizations in Latin America and 
the U.S. 

A draft reply is attached at Tab A. The incoming letter is 
attached at Tab B. 

Attachments 



SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Cruz: 

This is in response to your letter of March 5 to Vice President 

Rockefeller requesting information on how the Miami Hotel Association 

might help a similar association in Guatemala. I understand you are 

interested in obtaining additional sponsors to help the Guatemalan 

Hotel Association in a program to rebuild the town of Chinautla which 

was destroyed by the recent earthquake. 

After looking into this matter, I suggest that you contact the 

Partners of the Americas, a non-governmental organization whose 

purpose is to assist private groups in the U.S. establish relationships 

with private organizations in Latin America. During the coming weeks 

the Partners will be discussing with one of their member groups in 

Alabama reconstruction programs for Guatemala. At our request, the 

Department of State has contacted the Partners and they are interested 

in exploring with you possible ways of further assisting Chinautla. 

You can reach the person handling Guatemala, Mr. David Luria, by 

calling (202) 332-7332, or by writing to the following address: 

National Partners of the Americas 
2001 S Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20009 

_,. 



Mr. Luria has been forwarded a copy of your correspondence. 

I hope this information will be of assistance to you, and I thank 

you for your interest and concern. 

Mr. Robert Cruz 
President 
Greater Miami Hotel and 

Motor Hotel Association 
10 Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Sincerely, 

2 
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Nr. Nelson Rockefeller 
Vice President of the 
United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Rockefeller: 

March s, 1976 

7605888 

TAMRA SHEFFMAN 
Executive Director 

As President of the Greater Miami Hotel and Motel 
Association, we are the brothers or sister Association 
of the Guatemala Hotel Association . 

I am sure that you are completely aware of the tragedy 
that has recently occurred in Guatemala. 

The Guatemala Hotel Association has an emergency Sub­
C01nmittee which has been appointed officially by the 
government and which its main project is to rebuilt 
the small town of Chinautla. This small town was 
devastated by the recent earthquake. 

Our Association has been collecting funds and we are 
wonde ring if you can give us any idea in an official 

Jmanne r as to whe re we can obtain additional sponsors 
J,or funds for this project since I am aware of your 

interest in South and Central America. 

-
[

I am writing to you with the hopes that you can direct 
me to specific organizations that might be interested 
in helping us with this project. . . . 

Thanking you in advance for any aid that you can offer 
us a~d-.'T remain, 

Mo~f , ~ordially,;J 
~7~: t:: f_ /. cf --(: :,'(,'-

7
, 7 t"cc­

Rcfo1•.R'l' CRUZ 
Prcsiuent 

RC/nu. 

... 



SUGGESTED REPLY 

Mr. Robert Cruz 
President 
Greater Miami Hotel 

and Motor Hotel Association 
10 Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33132 

Dear Mr. Cruz: 

This is in response to your letter of March 5 to Vice 

President Rockefeller requesting information on how the 

Miami Hotel Association might help a similar association in 

Guatemala. I understand you are interested in obtaining 

additional sponsors to help the Guatemalan Hotel Association 

in a program to rebuild the town of Chinautla which was 

destroyed by the recent earthquake. 

After looking into this matter, I suggest that you contact 

the Partners of the Americas, a non-governmental organization 

whose purpose is to assist private groups in the U.S. 

establish relationships with private organizations in Latin 

America. During the coming weeks the Partners will be 

discussing with one of their member groups in Alabama 
Oi 9-w\ ,<) l ~· ~ -r; 

reconstruction programs for Guatemala. i 1he Department of 

State has contacted the Partners and they are interested in 

exploring with you possible ways of further assisting 

..J 
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Chinautla. You can reach the person handling Guatemala, Mr. 

David Luria, by calling (202) 332-7332, or by writing to the 

following address: 

National Partners of the Americas 
2001 "S" Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009. 

Mr. Luria has been forwarded a copy of your correspondence. 

I hope this information will be of assistance to you and I 
0-,.,..F. l.,.~A~II.. .J. t;,._ C ( ,,. & "" ., -

thank you for aking the trouble to writs 

~ partment of State ~ 

----

Sincerely, 

y 



UNCLASSIFIED 
(CLl.SSIFICATION) 

S/S# 7605888 

Date 

DEPAR'H1ENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANS!UTTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Brent Scowcroft 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

March 29, 1976 
--------------

TO: Vice President FROM: Babert Cr1.1.g 

DATE: March 5., 1976 _____ _,_,_ _____ _ SUBJECT: Miami Hotel Assaci~tion 
assistance to Guatemala 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: March 10 

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

--- A draft reply.is attached. 

--- A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

NSC# -----(if any) 

~..n inforrnation copy of a direct reply is attached. ---

--- We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

Other 

George S. S?ringsteen 
Executive Secretary ~ 

UNCL]\SSIFIED 

(CL.M.SSIFICATION) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
'·· 

REFERRAL 7605888 

To: Director, Secretariat Staff (S/S-S) Date: March 10, 1976 
Department of State, Room 7241 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

ACTION REQUESTED 

_xx_ Draft reply for: 
_____ Vice President's signature. 

___...X .... X...___~xllaxdmq~ sign a tu1:e. 
Staff member's 

___ Memorandum ior use as enclosure to 
reply. 

___ Direct reply. 

_____ Furnish information copy. 

__ Suitable ·acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

__ For your information. 

__ For comment. 

· REMARKS: 

Description: 

1 Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 

To: The Vice President 
From: 
Date: 

Robert Cruz 
March 5, 1976 

NOTE 

Prompt action is essential. 

If more than 48 hours' delay is encountered, 

pleic:'l'-,e telephone the undersigned immediately. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. or comment is re­
quested. 

Subject: Requests sponsor to assist in rebuilding Chinautla, Guatamala 

-/~t:'fe/~~ 
RALPH E. MA~ 

By direction of the Vice President 

Staff Assistant to the Military Assistant 

(Copy to remain with correspondence) 
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MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FOR THE FILE 

CORRESPONDENCE FILED CENTRAL FILES - CONFIDENTIAL FILE 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 7, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

Secretary Kissinger has delivered to me your letters of 
February 24 concerning the work of the US Geological Survey 
in Guatemala and the shipping dispute between Delta Steam­
ship Lines and Flota Mercante Gran Centroamericana. 

I greatly appreciate your kind words about the quality of the 
work done by the Geological Survey. Its preliminary report 
was completed on March 10, and a full scientific report is 
expected to be ready by the end of April. I directed the 
Department of State to ensure that these reports be promptly 
delivered to your Government by our Embassy in Guatemala 
City. It is my hope that the Geological Survey's work will 
prove of assistance in your reconstruction effort. 

Concerning the Delta-Flomerca dispute, I have instructed 
our officials to examine the issues raised in the memorandum 
attached to your letter. Our Embassy in Guatemala will be in 
touch with officials of your Government in the near future. 

Secretary Kissinger has reported to me the details of his 
visit to Guatemala and has described the courageous way in 
which your Government and your people are coping with the 
effects of the tragic earthquakes. The people of the United 
States are pleased and proud to be of assistance in Guatemala's 
valiant efforts to rebuild its country after the devastation 
caused by the earthquake. 

His Excellency 
Kjell Laugerud Garcia 
President of the Republic of Guatemala 
Guatemala City 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To· • President Laugerud 

From: President 

Date: Apr 7, _1976 

Subject: Replies to Pres Lauger:ud' s letter 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

,, . 

Date: April 7, 1976 
NS C ·log # 7601321 

--- Draft reply for: President's Signature 
White House Staff ---
Other -------

--- Direct reply --- Furnish info copy 

mmn Dispatch Translation ---
Recommendations/ Comments --- Appropriate Handling ---
Other Information ---

DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

CLASS I FJ Cl\. TI ON: 
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1321 & 1369 

MEMORANDUM 

April 5, 1976 

SUBJECT: Reply to Letters from Guatemalan President Laugerud 

During Secretary Kissinger's trip to Guatemala, President Laugerud 
gave him two letters for you (Tab B). The first requests reports 
from the US Geological Survey on its seismic studies in Guatemala. 
The preliminary geological report has been issued and was delivered 
to President Laugerud by our Ambassador on March 22. The final 
report is expected to be completed by the end of April and also will 
be forwarded promptly to the Guatemalan Government. 

The second letter concerns a long-standing shipping dispute between 
Delta Steamship Lines of New Orleans and a Guatemalan flag line. 
Last year Delta filed a complaint with the Federal Maritime 
Commission and the Special Trade Representative, who have since 
found that Guatemalan shipping practices discriminate against US 
carriers. A February deadline given the Guatemalan Government 
to make modifications in its discriminatory legislation has been 
extended temporarily because of disruptions caused by the major 
earthquake in Guatemala. The Guatemalan Government has main­
tained that its shipping legislation is no more discriminatory than 
that of many other nations, including that of the United States. 
Unless progress is made soon in settling the dispute, Guatemala 
could be subject to the imposition of countervailing duties by the 
United States. 

Attached for your signature at Tab A is a suggested reply to 
President Laugerud' s letters. The reply informs him that you 
have directed that the Geological Survey reports be promptly 
delivered to his Government by our Embassy. It also notes that 
you have instructed our officials to examine the issues which are 



2 

raised in the memorandum forwarded by President Laugerud' s 
letter relating to the shipping dispute and that they will be discus­
sing the problem with his Government in the near future. I do not 
believe it desirable for you to become involved in the specifics of 
the dispute at this stage. 

The suggested reply has been coordinated with Doug Smith of 
Robert Hartmann's office and with the office of the Special Trade 
Representative. 

Attachments 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 7(1// ( 
March 30, 1976 

To: 

From: 

Art House 

d/(7/f' 
Mary Brownell /x ~ 

The first page of the letter and the 
memo to the President have been 
modified slightly to accommodate 
STR's comments. I am attaching 
the earlier versions so you can see 
the changes that have been made. 
STR's concurrence has been noted 

on both memos. . . ~ 

BuJ. - __ /),AL;;., ' I 

tfl.~1?1- ~- J4 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENJ 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

1321/136 9 
7· c.iJ.; :1 ;:., ... d 10 · t 

1./.· 5 101; 

v/ R~Z>JYJ_C\ 

SUBJECT: Reply to Letters from Guatemalan President Laugerud 

During 'th~ SecretarWs-~rip to Guatemala, President Laugerud gave I.: / ' 711 -· 
him two letters for you (Tab B). The first requests reports from 
the US Geological Survey on its seismic studies in Guatemala. The 
preliminary geological report has been issued and was delivered to 
President Laugerud by our Ambassador on March 22. The final 
report is expected to be completed by the end of April and also will 
be forwarded promptly to the Guatemalan Government. 

The second letter concerns a long-standing shipping dispute between 
Delta Steamship Lines of New Orleans and a Guatemalan flag line. 
Last year Delta filed a complaint with the Federal Maritime 
Commission and the Special Trade Representative, who have since 
found that Guatemalan shipping practices discriminate against US 
carriers. A February deadline given the Guatemalan Government 
to make modifications in its discriminatory legislation has been 
extended temporarily because of disruptions caused by the major 
earthquake in Guatemala. The Guatemalan Government has main­
tained that its shipping legislation is no more discriminatory than 
that of many other nations, including that of the United States. 
Unless progress is made soon in settling the dispute, Guatemala 
could be subject to the imposition of countervailing duties b y the 
United States. 

Attached for your signature at Tab A is a suggested reply to 
President Laugerud's letters. The reply informs him that you 
have directed that the Geological Survey reports be promptly 
delivered to his Government by our Embassy. It also notes that 
you have instructed the pepartment of _Staf1 to examine the is sues 

(n l I /. ~t • ( 1 /'I ( __ ;1 f t., 

<', 
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which are raised in the memorandum forwarded by President 
Laugerud I s letter relating to the shipping dispute and thatI9ur K"f 
officiali] will be discus sing the problem with his Government in 
the near future. I do not believe it desirable for you to become 
involved in the specifics of the dispute at this stage. 

The suggested reply has been coordinated with Doug Smith of 1 
Robert Hartmann's office. ('.,}, J ~~· ', 't-t-.1 C>'\~-. -c., 0 ·J ,:..,,1_u · ({_(,\., '" 

,...,, ," ... --' ·, ,, ( / 
- \ ·....- \ ... q .,- • 

Attachments 

<__}I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. President: 
.:,Y...,;,-''. 

~-~ ,.., . .,-

. _,,,t/'_,;·•"'" 
,R 

Secretary Ki\ _singer has delivered to me yotir letters of 
February 24 c\ incerning the work of the,•US Geological 
Survey in Guat~ala and the shippi,n{ dispute between 
Delta Steamship'~·Lines and Flot~•·1v1ercante Gran Centro-
americana. ·. / ~ 

I greatly appreciat yoJ /4nd words about the quality of 
the work done by th~ Geological Survey. Its preliminary 
report was complE;,tf ~ on March 10, and a full scientific 
report is expected to be ready by the end of April. 
I directed the p ~partm\ nt of State to ensure that these 
reports are. ,pr omptly d e :\,i.vered to your Government by 
our Embasf y in Guatema'\a City. It is my hope that the 
Geological Survey' s worksll prove of assistance in your 
reconst:ruction effort. 

17 . 
i, 

•-.>" -

Concei-ning .the Delta-Flome ca dispute, I have instructed 
(!he p ~ i:t ~fnt of Stat~to exi\cine the issues raised in 
thE0/ memorandum attached to yorr letter. 'Fh.e-D~ent> 
~ gur Embassy in Guateml\laX will be in touch with 
l fficials of your Government int~ near future. 

/ Secretary Kissinger has reported td,,, me the details of his 
/ visit to Guatemala and has described .the courageous way 
, in which your Government and your people are coping with 

the effects of the tragic earthquakes. T_he people of the 
\. 
\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 27, 1976 

Arthur House 

Can we put STR (Dent) down as concurring 
in the letter? 

Bud 

• 



1321 & 1369 

MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

March 26, 1976 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Reply to Letters from Guatemalan 
President Laugerud 

When the Secretary visited Guatemala, President Laugerud gave him 
two letters to deliver to the President--one concerning his Government's 
desire to have the reports from the US Geological Survey work in 
Guatemala and the other concerning a ~hipping dispute. Attached for 
your signature at Tab I is a memorandum for the President forwarding 
a suggested response to the two letters. The reply has been coordinated 
with Doug Smith and with STR. 

Attachments 

Concurrence: 
Robert Hormats"8~ 

/ fU 

/ r 
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DRAFT REPLY FROM PRESIDEHT FORD TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 

. . . 
Pear Mr. President: ft; · · 

. ., Secretary Kia singer has~~: :o;,r ~etters of 
. Februa~y 24 concerning the work of t?e u.s. Geological 

' 
survey in Guatemala and the shipping dispute between Delta 

Steamship Lines and Flota Mercante Gran Centroamericana. 

I greatly appreciate your kind words about the quality 

of the work done by the Geological survey. Their preliminary 
d '~L 

report was comple_ted L~March 

report is expected to be ready by 

10, 

the 

~ 

and~full scientific 

end of April • I~-

directed the Department of State to ensure that these reports 
y-<tr<>--t,~ Q '--~ . . 

are1delivered~to you.r Government by our Embassy in 
, ~ ~ L<> V\-\.'j {w-td :U,c;.-_j- p,11i.M-

GUatemala City. ~l\.t~e ~eological Survey 1s work will~ 

of assistance in~A~~~~truction effort. 

Concerning the Delta-Flomerca dispute, I have instructed 

the Department of State to examine the issues raised in the 

' memorandum attached to your letter. ·The Department, through 
. . 

our Embassy in Guatemala, will be in .touch with officials of 
. . 

'· 

your government in the near future. 
, J.v:." v,.~~ :::1: ~- buc:J..c . ...cJ .~ ..... 

Secretary Kissinger il¢' describe~ to meL~Q suffcri~g 

7-u-s-co. by tlt~ice-artl1qu-~rk~rua:ry-·~He- n<1.s...;al~ 
(l..v-- • , I : . 

~ told me of the courageous way in which your Government and 



.. A 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 
General Kjell Laugerud Garcia, 

President of the Republic of Guatemala, 
Guatemala Ci ti·. 

. . -A~ : . ~,,-.. . 

Drafted:AR.~/CEN:MJPlatt:3/lOi76:X20883 
Cleared :ARA/CEN: LKilday t,-rfl . 

. ARA: HA Ryan rrf0 
EB :JSteinmetz rvf 



DRAFT REPLY FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 

Dear Mr. President: 

Secretary Kissinger has given me your letter of 

February 24 requesting a report by the U.S. Geological 

Survey on the results of their seismic studies in 

Guatemala. We shall of course be happy to comply with 

your request. 

A prelimin~ry report will be ready on March 10, and 

the full scientific report is expected to be completed 

by the end of April. I am directing the Department of 

State to ensure that these reports are delivered directly 

to your Government by our Embassy in Guatemala City. 

Secretary Kissinger has described to me the suffering 

caused by the tragic earthquake of February 4. He has 

also told me of the courageous way in which your Government 

and your people are coping with this unprecedented tragedy. 

The people of the United States take pride in being able 

to assist in Guatemala's hour of need. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 
General Kjell Laugerud Garcia, 

President of the Republic of Guatemala, 
Guatemala City. 



7604018 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 8, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT . 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from Guatemalan President 
Concerning Shipping Dispute 

While Secretary Kissinger was in Guatemala 
on February 24, he was given the attached letter 
from GOG President Laugerud for President Ford. 
The letter concerns a long-standing shipping 

.,...,,. dispute between Delta Steamship Lines of New 
Orleans and a Guatemalan flag line. On July 15, 

( 1975 Delta filed a complaint with the Federal 
1Maritime Commission and the Special Trade 

< Representative. Both STR and FMC have formally 
/ considered the issue and have found that Guatemalan 
\ shipping practices discriminate against U.S. 
carriers. The GOG was given until February 14 to 
reform its discriminatory legislation, or face the 
imposition of countervailing duties. Because of 
the earthquake, this deadline is being extended 
on a month-by-month basis until the GOG is able 
to deal with the problem. 

The GOG maintains that its shipping legislation 
is no more discriminatory than that of many other 
nations, including the United States. FMC and STR, 
in issuing their formal finding of discrimination, 
rejected the GOG's a r guments. The Department 
proposes that President Ford acknowledge receipt 
of Preside nt Laugerud's letter but avoid discussing 

,- the specifics of the case. At an appropriate time, 
the Department will follow up with a re-statement 
of the already decide d USG position to the interested 
officials of the GOG. 



A draft reply of a letter for President 
Ford's signature is attached at Tab 1. A cable 
with the text of the letter is attached at Tab 
2 and will be sent to Guatemala upon approval of 
the text. 

Attachments: 

1 - Draft letter from President Ford 
2 - Draft cable with text of suggested reply 
3 - Laugerud letter to President Ford 



DRAFT REPLY FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 

Dear Mr. President: 

Secretary Kissinger has given me your letter of 

February 24 concerning the shipping dispute between 

Delta Steamship Lines of New Orleans and Flota Mercante 

Gran Centroamericana of Guatemala. 

I thank you for bringing this matter to my 

attention. I have instructed the Department of 

State to examine the issues raised in the memorandum 

attached to your letter. The Department, through 

our Embassy in Guatemala City, will be in touch 

with officials of your Government in the near 

future. 

In closing, may I again express the sympathy of 

the people of the United States for the suffering 

caused by the tragic earthquake of February 4. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 
General Kjell Laugerud Garcia, 

President of the Republic of Guatemala, 
Guatemala City. 



UNCLASSIFIED 

ARA/CEN: t1JPLATT 
3/2/76, X20883 
ARA:HARYAN 

EB/TT /MA :: JSTEINl1ETZ {PHONE} 

HH'iEDIATE GUATE!1ALA 

-----~ -OR THE AMBASSADOR FROM HEWSON RYAN 

E.O. 116521 N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, GT 

SUBJECT: DELTA/FLOMERCA DISPUTE 

ARA/CEN:MWEISSMAN 

PLEASE TRANSMIT THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM PRESIDENT 
FORD TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD: 

QUOTE. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

SECRETARY KISSINGER HAS GIVEN ME YOUR LETTER Of FEBRUARY 24 
CONCERNING THE SHIPPING DISPUTE BETWEEN DELTA STEAMSHIP 
LINES OF NEW ORLEANS AND FLOTA MERCA NTE GRAN CENTRO­
AMERICANA OF GUATEMALA. 

I THANK YOU FOR BRINGING THIS MATTER TO MY ATT ENTION. 
I HA V E INST RU CT ED T 1-l E D E P AR H1 E NT OF ST A T E TO EX MlI N E 
THE ISSUES RAISED IN THE MEMORANDUM ATTACHED TO YOUR 
LETTER. THE DEPARTMENT, THROUGH OUR EMBASSY I N GUATEMALA 
CITY, WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH OFFICIALS OF YOUR GOVERNMENT 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

IN CLOSING MAY I AGAIN EXPRESS THE SYM PA THY OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES F◊I'~ THE SUFFERING CAUSED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

HAR ; · 

r1 JP ✓ - .,-. 

JS , .. .,-
MW 



FORM DS 322A{OCR} 

UNCLASSIFIED 

BY THE TRAGIC EARTHQUAKE OF FEBRUARY 4-

·SINCERELY YOURS, 

GERALD R. FORD. 

UNQUOTE. 

2 

TEXT OF LAUGERUD LETTER TO FORD BEING SENT BY POUCH. 
ORIGINAL OF PRESIDENT FORD'S LETTER WILL BE SENT BY 
PQUCH WHEN SIGNED. YY 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

ARA/CEN:MJPLATT 
3/L/76, X20883 
ARA:HARYAN 

USGS:HFLEMING {PHONE} 
S/S: 

IMMEDIATE GUATEMALA 

tOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM HEWSON RYAN 

E.O. 11b52t N/A 

TAGS: TGEN, GT 

ARA/CEN:MWEISSMAN 

SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FORD TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 
RE u.s. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT ON GUATEMALA 

PLEASE TRANSMIT THE FOLLOWING LETTER TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 
FROM PRESIDENT FORD: 

QUOTE. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

SECRETARY KISSINGER HAS GIVEN ME YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY 24 
REQUESTING A REPORT BY THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY ON TH E 
RESULTS OF THEIR SEISMIC STUDIES IN GUATEMALA. WE SHALL 
OF COURSE BE HAPPY TO COMPLY WITH YOUR REQUEST. 

A PRELIMINARY REPORT WILL BE READY ON MARCH 10, AND THE 
FULL SCIENTIFIC REPORT IS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED BY THE 
END OF APRIL. I AM DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO 
ENSURE THAT THESE REPORTS ARE DELIVERED DIRECTLY TO YOUR 
GOVERNMENT BY OUR EMBASSY IN GUATEMALA CITY ■ 

SECRETARY KISSINGER HAS DESCRIBED TO ME THE SUFFERING 
CAUSED BY THE TRAGIC EARTHQUAKE OF FEBRUARY 4- HE HAS 
ALSO TOLD ME OF THE COURAGEOUS WAY IN WHICH YOUR 

L UNCLASSIFIED 

HAR 
MJP rv-/) 

Hf .lv;,fJ 

MW N t,'2 
i;' 

S/S 



FORM DS 322A{OCR} 

UNCLASSIFIED 2 

GOVERNMENT AND YOUR PEOPLE ARE COPING WITH THIS UN­
PRECEDENTED TRAGEDY. THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TAKE PRIDE IN BEING ABLE TO ASSIST IN GUATEMALA'S. HOUR 
OF NEED. 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

GERALD R. FORD. 

UNQUOTE. 

TEXT OF LAUGERUD LETTER BEING SENT BY APO. YY 

L 
mKLASSIFIED 

_J 



S/S 7604019 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washln~ton, D .C. 20520 

March 5, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from Guatemalan President Laugerud 

While Secretary Kissinger was in Guatemala on 
February 24, GOG President Laugerud handed to him 
the attached letter addressed to President Ford. 
The letter requests reports from the U.S. Geological 
Survey on their seismic studies in Guatemala. As stated 
in the draft reply, a preliminary report will be ready 
by March 10, with the full "scientific" report expected 
to be completed by the end of April. The USGS will 
deliver the reports to the Department for forwarding 
to our Embassy and delivery to the Government of 
Guatemala. 

Attached is a draft response, by cable and by 
letter, for the President's signature. 

t.~w 
/..._,A"":;._orge s. Springsteen 
~ -Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

1 - Draft letter from President Ford 
2 - Cable response from President Ford 
3 - Letter from President Laugerud 

'__) 



OE LA 

!EPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA 
AMERICA CENTRAL 

Your Excel I ency: 

Guatemala, February 24th., 1976.-

I would I ike to acknowledge the contribution given to our nation by 

the Scientific Mission sent by your Government. We have learned a great deal 

from this disaster, and have found a great comfort in the fact that all our neigh­

bouring countries responded to our help inmediately. 

It is imperative for our Government to learn about the result that 

your Scientific Mission will obtain. Members of the U.S. Geological Survey 

gave us support and unofficial advise in many aspects: Intensity, Damage, Seismicity 

and Fault Mapping studies. 

Our Government will be most appreciative to obtain copies of the 

results of your scientific team. The studies so performed will help in the delinia­

tion of Seismic Hazards areas in Guatemala and in Guatemala City ,which wi 11 be a 

great service to our striken nation. The officially requested results will be used in 

the program of reconstruction at the infrastructure level, as wel I as in the capital city 

of Guatemala. 

I 
<,. 

-- 2 --
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~EPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA 
AMERICA CENTRAL 

-- 2 --

The members of the U. S. Scienti.fi.c Mi.ssi.on were: 

J. Boni. lla, Geologist, USGS 
Menlo Park, Ca. 

G. Plafker, Research Geologist, USGS 
Menlo Park, Ca. 

A. F. Espi.nosa, Research Geologi.st, USGS 
Denver, Co. 

R. Husid, Structural Eng. , USGS 
Denver, Co. 

K. Stei.nbrugge, Structural Eng. 
Consultant to USGS 
San F ranci.sco , Ca. 

C. Langer, Sei.smologi.st, USGS 
Denver, Co. 

C. Knudson, Geophysici.st, USGS 
Menlo Park, Ca. 

Anything you could kindly dot e-·, edi.te our request will be hi.ghly 
appreci.ated. 

His Excellency Gerald Ford 
Presi.dent of the United States of Ameri.ca 
Washington, D. C. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA 

LS NO. 54650 
fir/ JRP 
Spanish 

Guatemala, February 24, 1976 

Mr. President: 

Seizing the opportunity offered by the welcome and timely 

visit to Guatemala of Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of 

State of your country, I take great pleasure in conveying to 

you, through him, my warm greetings and in sending you with 

this note a copy of the memorandum submitted to me by the 

Minister of Economy. 

That memorandum, with which I am fully in agreement, 

reflects my Government's official position with respect to 

the conflict that exists between the Delta Steamship Lines 

of the United States of America and the Flota Mercante Gran 

Centroamericana (FLOMERCA) [Central American Merchant Fleet] 

of Guatemala. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, 

Mr. President, the very special assurances of my high 

esteem and distinguished consideration. -
His Excellency 

Gerald Ford, 
President of the 

United States of America. 

[Signed] K. E. Laugerud 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

MEMORANDUM 

To: General Kjell Eugenio Laugerud Garcia 
President of the Republic 

From: Eduardo Palomo Escobar 
Minister of Economy 

LSNO. 54650 - B 

Subject: Government of the United States insists on repeal 
of Decree 41-71 of the Congress of the Republic 

Date: February 23, 1976 

1. In 1971 the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala enacted 

Decree 41-71 (see Annex 1) to protect national air or sea transport 

companies. That law provides that importers of goods which are 

exempted from import duties under the industrial development laws 

must arrange for the transport of the good which they import into 

the country, whether by sea or air, by national carriers. Violations 

of this provision are subject to a fine equal to 50% of the freight 

paid. 

2. In 1973 the Delta Lines, a United States company, conferred 

with Flomerca, a national company, about a partnership agreement where­

by it could enjoy a waiver and thus be able to transport all of its 

cargo to and from Guatemala without having the aforesaid penalty ap­

plied to it. 

Since such a partnership agreement could not be accepted by Flomerca, 

in 1974 the Delta Lines filed charges with the Federal Maritime Commission 
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(FMC) and the Office of the Special Representative of the President of 

the United States for Trade Negotiations. 

3. The result of the aforesaid charges was that the FMC declared 

that Decree 41-71 was discriminatory and agreed to impose on the Govern­

ment of Guatemala "equalization" sanctions, which consist in the pro­

vision that all cargo originating in the United States and destined for 

Guatemala which is carried by Guatemalan national lines or lines asso­

ciated therewith must pay 50% of the cargo's value in addition to the 

normal ocean freight charge. Furthermore, Guatemala could be excluded 

from the tariff preference treatment granted by the United States de­

veloping countries. 

4. Since the middle of last year the Department of State, through 

its Embassy in Guatemala and through the Ambassador of Guatemala in 
and 

Washington, has been asking for the repeal of Decree 41-71,/is insisting 

on that repeal, despite the fact that in January 1976 Flomerca and the 

Delta Lines agreed on the bases for concluding a partnership agreement 

that will permit Delta Lines to enjoy the pertinent waiver and operate 

from the United States to Guatemala. Photocopies are attached of An­

nexes 2 and 3, submitted by the United States Embassy in Guatemala, which 

demonstrate the aforesaid pressure of the Department of State, in terms 

totally inacceptable to Guatemala. 

sons: 

5. The petition is considered unacceptable for the following rea-

(a) Guatemala has the right, as do other developing countries, to 

protect and develop its merchant marine. In 1975 Guatemala 

paid nearly US$88 million for transport. 
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(b) The United States has protectionist laws that could also be 

called discriminatory, such as the 1918 Shipping Act; the 

Jones Act, for intercoastal shipping; and Public Law 480, 

which specifies the use of United States flag vessels for 

the transport of cargo financed by Eximbank, AID, or IDB 

Special Funds, in dollars. In other words, Guatemalan ·, 

vessels do not have free access to all of the freight 

generated in the United States. 

(c) Decree 41-71 gives preference only to Guatemalan vessels or 

to vessels of associated lines insofar as industrial develop­

ment cargo is concerned, leaving open the rest of general 

cargo, plus all of the export cargo. In this sense Guatemalan 

shipping legislation is mild, compared with other protectionist 

laws that exist in almost all of the Latin .American countries. 

In Brazil, Venezuela, Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, Peru, and 

Colombia there have been protectionist laws for more than 20 

years that reserve 50% of total cargo for national shipping 

companies. 

(d) The development of the merchant marines of the Latin .American 

and other developing countries is the direct consequence of 

resolutions and reconnnendations. All of these measures and 

laws which the countries of Latin .America have been adopting 

to develop their national merchant marines are the direct 

consequence of resolutions and reconnnendations that had their 

beginning with the Conference of Chapultepec of 1945 and cul­

minated with UNCTAD III in 1972, when all developing countries 

were clearly urged to adopt laws protecting their merchant 
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marines, in order thus to obtain greater participation in the 

ocean transport of the trade generated in their own countries. 

This gave rise ii.1 UNCTAD III of 1972 to the resolution to pro­

mote the Shipping Conduct Code, on the basis of a 40-40-20 

sharing of available ocean traffic. 

With this instrmnent each developing country can negotiate with an 

industrialized country that has a powerful shipping fleet the transport 

of 80% of the cargo (40-40). That is to say, with this instrument, the 

negotiating capacity of a country such as Guatemala is increased for 

demanding a share in the ocean traffic of those industrialized. and tra­

ditionally maritime shipping countries--something which a:few years ago 

would have been impossible. 

This resolution of UNCTAD, which was approved by all of the developing 

countries, was also received with understanding and a broad sense of coop­

eration by many industrialized countries--among them the Federal Republic 

of Germany, Japan, France, the Netherlands, Italy, and Spain--assuring a 

participation of more than 80% of the world tonnage, as advocated by the 

Conduct Code and the 40-40-20 formula. 

The United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and the Scandinavian coun­

tries, the latter being by tradition the owners of great shipping flee ts 

that engage in traffic between third countries, voted against the resolu­

tion. 

For 30 years Latin America has been struggling to win positions step 

by step, to shake itself free of the situation of economic dependence to 

which Guatemala, as a country on the periphery, is subject. The topic of 

mariti~e transport has been analyzed in a great many international fonuns 



5 

such as ECLA, OAS, IA-ECOSOC, SIECA, and undoubtedly it will be brought 

up again by the recently created SELA. At the economic conference of 

the OAS held in Buenos Aires in 1957, it was specified that the laws 

protecting the merchant marines of the member countries of the OAS would 

not be considered discriminatory. The United States participated in that 
t;J..!+4 . ~'; J 

meeting, ~ but not voting against that measure. 

Conclusion: 

In view of the preceding statements, the pressure of the Department 

of State, to which reference was made in the foregoing paragraphs, is not 

congruent with the position adopted by the United States in recent years 

in the matter of international trade, and especially at the Seventh Special 

General Assembly of the United Nations, held September 1 to 15, 1975. 

Neither is it con~ent with the conunitments that have been internationally 

acquired with respect to maritime transport. 

Consequently, I believe that the Government of the United States 

should review the action of the FMC and the Special Representative for 

Trade Negotiations with respect to the insistence that Guatemala repeal 

a law that has been in force for five years and that was adopted in the 

exercise of national sovereignty. In any event, it must be kept in 

mind that the Government of Guatemala is making an exhaustive analysis 

of the entire policy and legislation concerning transport, and in cue 

course, without pressure, the Congress will propose legislation that 

may be more desirable for the country and for good international trade 

relations with friendly countries. 
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OE LA 

REPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA 
AM E.R 1CA CENTRAL 

Excelentisimo Senor Presidente: 

Guatemala, 24 de febrero de 1976. 

Aprovechando la grata y oportuna visita del Excelentisimo Se 

nor Secretario de Estado de Vuestro Culto Pais a Guatemala, Doctor He.!!_ 

ry A. Kissinger, me es muy grato transmitirle un cordial saludo por -

conducto de tan digno portador y enviarle junto a esta nota, copia del 

memorial que me fuera presentado por el Senor Ministro de Economia. 

Dicho memorial, con el cual estoy plenamente de acuerdo en 

todas y cada una de sus partes, refleja la posicion oficial de mi Go­

bierno con respecto al conflicto existente entre las lineas maritimas 

Delta de los Estados Unidos de America y Flota Mercante Gran Centroame 

ricana (FLOMERCA) de Guatemala. 

Me valgo de la ocasi5n para reiterar al Excelentisimo Senor 

Presidente los sentimientos muy especiales de mi alta estima y distin­

guida consideraci5n. 

Excelentisimo Senor Gerald Ford, 
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de Arrerica. 

i 
j 

I 
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MEMORANDUM 

PAR.-'>.: General Rjell E:u J C!7b Lc.\.:; srud Ci~'(,a., ·--;. 
PresidenP de 12. RepCibllcb. . ,t ·1-, . 

DE: 

ASUNTO: 

FECH/""': 

Edu&.rdo Palomo FE-~cobrir 
fv\ini s tro de Ec :..1 it:-:n-n (c. 

Gobierno de Est:::\d'.);; Unidos i nsis te B~ 

qu:-3 ~,e derogue cl Dec1~eto 41-·7 1 <id Cor,·­
greso clc 19, F;.cpC,:;tic:i. 

23 ck: fe'.) rer'O de 19 76 

En 1971, cl Congreso de lu Repdbltca do Guatemala 

las empres;;;.s nacionale.s de Trcnsporte l',Joc:::tonal eGreo 

' o mar(ri.mo. Esa Ley establece quo les pcrsonas im­

portadoras de mercacie rfas exon:,radas de dc-rechos cie 

lmportaci.Sn ul amparo de lc.s leycs de F on:ento Inc!ur:~ ­

trial, esttn obltgadas £1 efectuar el tra~;po1~to do lo -

que tmport~,n al pa(s, ya sea por la vfo rnad'tima o por 

la vfa D6r<-"-ll, en empresas nacionah:,s de trnn..sporte. La 

infracc!6n a t;,.--v. disposict6n se sanciona con una mul ta 

Ill 



ra q;_10, medtant,~ un contret.-, de ns-::icia.ct6n puo:lcl go­

zar de un wclvcr y cs( pocicr tr2.rn-:port[lr la tot~tdad 

de su cal"'9a pare y de G1..wtemnl.a stn r-iue sa le ;;.,pl iqus 

Como <.!icho c-:mtro.to da 6.soclactGn no pudo scr c,ccp-

tado por Aomerca, Dotta Ltn,3~ en 1'.}74, pi--GS:JntC 

(FMC) y la Ofictm de! Rc;,resenrer:te Especial da Co-

mat"C\o dal Presidente de los Es.;ados Unic!oo. 

quc la FMC dedi'.lro descrtmir.utorb el Decreto 

41-71 y c\Cord6 imponcr al Go!:>i~rno de Cuci.tcmala 

eancionos 11de icucl tzact$n11
1 las cuales conststen en 

qu~ tod.:1 carga origtnarlu de los Estaclos Unidos y 

con d-.:.:sttn'.> a Guaternaias tr::insportada por l (~aS 

naciori2.1cs gt.:o.t-Dmoltc-~s o .:u::oct.:idas a las mismi'.lo, 

debot~n pngc.r, en v.ciici6n c:tl flcte mar!timo normal, 

ct l::•0% de su vulor. Ademt1s podr(a exclulrze a Gu:.•-

' I 
' 
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El Departamento de Estado, a traves de su Ernbaja­

da en Guatemala y por conducto del Embajador de 

Guatemala e!'l Wdshington, desde mediados del ail.a 

pasado ha estado pidiendo que se dero~ue el To­

creto 41-71, c insiste en tal derogatoria, no ob~ 

tante que Flomerca y Delta Line, en enero de 1976, 

aoordaron las bases para oelebrar un contrato de 

asooiaoi6n que pe:rmitira a Delta Line gozar el 

~eiver oorrespondiente y operar desde los Estados 

Unidos a Guatemala. Se acompafla fotocopia da los 

ancxos 2 y 3, presentados por la Embajada de Esta-• 

dos Unidos en Guatemala, en los cuales se evidencia 

la mencionada prcsi611 del DepR:cta:nento de Estado, en 

terminos totalmente inaceptables para Guatemala. 

Se considers ina06~t~tle dicha petioi6n por las bi-

guientes razones: 

a) Guatemala _tiene derecho, como lo tienen otros 

paises en desarrollo, a proteger y dese.rrollar 

au marina mercante. En 1975, Guatemala pa­

g6 por transporte, cerca de 88 mlllones de d6-

Ill 

ll 
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t;;) Los Est.:idos Un!,d()s ti0nen ley,::: -:, prot~,)ctonisws 

. 1 

' tompoco ti.3:-len l tbro o.cccso a todn ln c~rs;;:, que cs 
'· 

Ill 
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'.I Colombia, haco mf\S de .20 t 1i'"ios quo c:dstcn 

estas \eyes de )':,rotccct6n, roservando un 50% 

de la carga tot;,.1 1 p;;;.r;;, las Emprcso.s N.::.vlcrD.S 

d) El fomento de tas m ar{n;tg rnerc,mtcs de los 

an dcsarr:1llo, son consecuertG{a dircct::i do i--c-

oolucion('.s y recomcrdncioncs. Todes e5tns -

ro han vcnido cmiticndo p~.r~ f'orncnbr s1.w Mari-

ro.s tv',crc:'-Uitos Naci.:::n~lcs, son cor.sccu:;:nci::t c.li-:-

roctti de rcsolucioncs y rccomcnd.:J.cion~ qu·3 

princtptaron con ta Conforer.ct;;i de Chapultcp3c 

en 1945 y quo culmiroron con b III UNCT/0.D en 

1972, en l~. quc clammentu ce ins~ o toc:os los 

po.{'ses on dccv.rrollo o. promul:;ar lcyes do protoc-

ci6n para sus t-.Aarincls Morco.nt:cs con cl objotivo 

porto mf;lr(ttmo d 0l intcrce.rnbb c.omcrchl genera-

do de sus pr:::,plos. pat::.e.s. 
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D~ ttll( n--:.co en lct III UNCTAD de 1872 la resolu­

ct6n de promover el C6digo do Con~k,d;:i Naviero 

on base a la rop,,,rt!ci6n 40-40~0 de In carga ma-

rt'::tma dtsponil:1€1. 

Con csc tn'.':trl.!monto cada pat's en dcr:;"'rrcHo puc-

clo n.$:Joclur c.0:1 un pd's {rrdustriOl tzndo y con polontc 

flota n;;.,.viero, cl tr,msr>ort(! dcl 805~ de la carga 

(.";.')-40). Es deci.r~ que con este tnstrum0ntoJ a -

un p,::i.(s como Guatemcla so le aument::l la cn.pacidad 

neoociadora para extgir una pa;--~ici~ci,'.Jn Em cl tr~­

fico n-iar(dmo. u a.qud.lo.s pnfoes trdustdnHza,dos y 

tro.dtci:mclm:3nto navierosJ cosa quo p-:>cos efios 

. .;;tr~ hi..ibfor,:.\ sitio impostbte. 

por b dos los pafoes on vtas de de.sarroUo, roci-

bi6 tam!)i.ln la comprensi~n y crnpHo sentldo de 

c-0opcrc.ciCn do rnuchos pe:.(sc~s induct:r-i til izadosJ 

Ill 
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tlcipaci6n da ~ de\ 80% de\ tonetaje mundlal 

quc se pronunciaba en favor clel C6dtgo de con- · 

ducta y de la f6rmula 4::, ..... 40-20. 

· Votaron en contra, Estados Unicios, Gran 8re­

t~,r1,., C c..nacii y los pa(ses G:scancan vos; 6stos 

Gt ti.mos por tracllci~n duenos de ·grandes co:.,-

ceros p.:.fses . 

lr conquistando paso a paso posiciones p i>.ra lr 

sacudit:nCJose ae La situ8.c1611 cie a:::pen;;enc1,1 to..:u-

romica a ln quo Gw t:emz:la coma p~(s dD la pc-

· rtferia C!:,t~ sometid.:\. El. . aspecto c.2.\ transpor-

· · te mar(tlmo ha stdo am:!i;:ado en mGti:iplcs fo-

ros lnte;1~no.ci.on:1\es C:e la CEPAL, OV,, GIES, .· 1 

S[ECA, CECL,~, e indu::1..::.bl emc, .tc que ser1 .. 

En la co~,forencia econ:S:~ica cie k , OEI,, · rev.l !.::a-

du en Buenos Aires en 1057, so csp.;;cifie6 qua ro 

serf.un con.si.:lcrv.d.:-.s di;.,crtmtnat•:>r-ic,s las lcycs 

cljS6 en <>..sa ro~1ni6n y !W ubstuvo pero r:1> vot6 

en contra. 
Ill 
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CONCLUSION: 

En vista. de todo lo expuesto anterionnente, la prcst6n 

del Departamento de Estado a quc se ha he_cho e.lust6n en los -

~rrafos anteriores, no cs conJruente con l.:l postci6n ndo;Jtada 

por los Estados Unidos en los t'.iltimos ,\f.os en materia de comer­

cto tnternactonal y especk,lmente e:, la S6ptima Asamblea Ex­

traordtnaria de las Nacbncs Untdo.s, que sc lkv6 a cabo dcl -

1o. al 15 de septbm~ de 1975. T a mpoco es congruente con 

tos compromises que internacionalmente se han adquirido en 

materla de Transporte Marftlmo. 

Untdos deber~ r:'!visar l~s a.ctuaclones de la FMC y cl Rcpre­

sentante Especial de Com~rcio en cuanto a ir.sistlr qw~ Guate­

mala deroguc una ley q:.ie estfi en ·vicor dcsde ho.cc 5 anos, emitl-

da en ejercicio de la sobcrc?.n(.';1. nacional. En todo caso, 0s preci-

so temir prcsente quc el Coobierno c!e Guatemala est.1 h::ici:mdo un 

a~ltsls exhausttvo dG to~o la polthca y bgts1::tct6n an cunnto a 

transport;) y que oportu~monte, sin prcsiones, pt·op-:,ndrti cl 

Congreso l« lq:islaci6n q •..10 sP-c. rr,c_s cQnventente pure. el pn(.s 

ylcs buen3.s rd;;,,ciones comerciales inte rnacion~,lcs con pat'sas 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

£)I ¢0--5-y 
{JO s-g,­

% 6'-/(' 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

April 15, 1976 

~ 
Mr. Jam.es M. Frey 
Assistant Director for Legislative Reference 
Office of Management and Budget 

Jeanne W. Davrf('~ 
Staff Secretaryv., 

Enrolled Bill S. 30 5 6 

The NSC Staff recommends the President approve S. 3056, to provide 
di saster relief to Guatemala. 
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

Washington, D.C. 

4/14/76 

ENROLL ED BILL REQUEST 

In accord a nce with 0MB Circular A-19, your 
views and recommendations are requested on 
the following enrolled bills (facsimil es 
attached): 

s.3056 

Within TWO WORKING DAYS after receipt of 
this request, your reply (ori ginal and one) 
should be delivered VIA SPECIAL MESSENGER 
to Ms . Ram sey, Room 7201 New Executive 
Office Building. 

Your coop eration will be appreciated. 

ATTENTION: 

James M. Frey 
Assistant Director 
for Legislative Reference 

Jeanne Davis 
NSC 
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

Washington, D.C. 

4/14/76 

ENROLLED BILL REQUEST 

In accordance with 0MB Circular A-19, your 
views and recommendations are requested on 
the following enrolled bills (facsimiles 
attached): 

s.3056 

Within TWO WORKING DAYS after receipt of 
this request, your reply (original and one) 
should be delivered VIA SPECIAL MESSENGER 
to Ms. Ramsey, Room 7201 New Executive 
Office Building. 

Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

ATTENTION: 

James M. Frey 
Assistant Director 
for Legislative Reference 

Jeanne Davis 
NSC 



s. 3056 

Rinrty,f ourth <rongrrss of tht tlnittd ~tatrs of 2lmcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and hel,d at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

'l'o amend the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to provide emergency relief, reha­
bilitation, and humanitarian assistance to the people who have been victimized 
by the recent earthquakes in Guatemala. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may 
be cited as the "Guatemala Relief and Rehabilitation Act of 1976". 

SEc. 2. Chapter 9 of part I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 is 
amended by adding at the end thereof the following new section: 

"SEc. 495A. GUATEMALA RELIEF AND REHABILITATION.-(a) The 
President is authorized to provide assistance, on such terms and con­
ditions as he may determine, for the relief and rehabilitation of the 
people who have been victimized by the recent earthquakes in Guate­
mala. There is authorized to be appropriated to the President to carry 
out the purposes of this section $25,000,000 for the fiscal year 1976, 
which amount is authorized to remain available until expended, except 
that not more than $4,000,000 of this amount shall be available for 
repairs to the Puerto Barrios highway in Guatemala. Assistance 
under this section shall be provided in accordance with the policy 
and general authority of section 491 of this Act. Obligations incurred 
prior to the enactment of this section against other appropriations 
or accounts for the purpose of providing relief and rehabilitation 
assistance to the people of Guatemala may be charged to the appro­
priations authorized under this section. 

"(b) Assistance made available under this section shall be distrib­
uted to the maximum extent practicable through United States 
voluntary relief agencies and other international relief and develop­
ment organizations. 

" ( c) In order to limit the extent of deaths, injuries, and destruc­
tion in future earthquakes, assistance provided under this section 
which is used for the construction of housing in the Republic of Guate­
mala sliall, to the maximum extent possible, be used for housing which 
is constructed of seismic resistant materials or which will otherwise 
minimize the danger of injury to occupants during future earthquakes; 
and the President should encourage the Government of the Republic 
of Guatemala to promote the use of such materials. 

" ( d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the amount au­
thorized to be appropriated in subsection (a) of this section may be 
used only for the purposes specified in this section. The authority con­
tained in section 610(a) of this Act may not be used to transfer 
funds made available under this section. 



S.3056-2 

" ( e) Not later than sixty days a.fter the date of enactment of appro­
priations to carry out this section, and at the end of each quarter 
thereafter, the President shall transmit a report to the Committees on 
Foreign Relations and Appropriations of the Senate and to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives on the programing and 
obligations of funds under this section.". 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice Presulent of the United States and 
Presulent of the Senate. 
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in grateful recognition for the valuable assistance which, through our means, was offered the people of 
Guatemala during the tragedy caused by the February 4th, 1976 earthquake. 

•On behalf of the People, the Government, and the Consulate General of Guatemala, and of our own 
Foundation, we declare 

AMIGO DE GUATEMALA 

1\.£.. G'?& 5~ 

•We would like to explain that the opportune assistance you gave us during truly dramatic moments, we 
properly used, for we wanted to respond with dignity to the trust you had in us, and to your noble, 
humanitarian, and constant efforts on behalf of Guatemala. 

•According to ancient documents, and even more ancient traditions, the people of Guatemala 
(Maya-Quitze) was founded by four legendary Men-Tiger Chieftains: Balam-Quitze (the tiger with a kind 
smile), Balam-Akab (the tiger Lord of the Night), Mahuh-Kutah (the one who had no descendants), and 
Iq-Balam (the tiger Lord of the Moon); perhaps for this reason, Guatemalans, faithful to their origin, have 
always faced with pride and a fighting spirit every adversity. The February 4th, 1976 earthquake was not an 
exception. Nature did not succeed in humiliating us. This time, thanks to the encouragement of the whole 
world who came to us with assistance, immediately the people of Guatemala began to work. We set out to 
reconstruct our homes with great zeal, taking advantage of our own resources and the international aid that 
keeps on arriving in our country. Truly, this is the best way to honor and recognize our FRIENDS OF 
GUATEMALA and to express our appreciation with ·dignity and integrity for the humanitarian feelings of 
solidarity and love with which we Guatemalans have been blessed thanks to the American People, 
Corporations, Companies, Institutions, and persons like yourselves. Our hearts are overflowing with 
gratitude. 

•Thanks to you and our efforts, the tragedy has not defeated us. We are inspired by your generosity and 
we are strong. We are hard at work, emerging from rubble, pain, and death, with pride and willingness to 
sweat and work, and with a smile in our hearts we extend our brotherly hand to the FRIENDS OF 
GUATEMALA, to tell them with overwhelming emotion, Thank you! Thank you! Thank yo~ 

H°""°'• Tm,, J~• ,t 1976 \ ~J 

Ambassador ~los Manuer<i,ellecer 

~~ 
Vice-Consul Miriam L. Eichelberger 

><.. 

' ' 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 31, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

EXECUT~VE ~ 
LJ I .f< / CCl S-f 

Cc..s--R 
~?II 

Mll1am 
Assistant Secretary~ogers

1 
has given me your kind and 

gracious letter of March 2 9. I am pleased and gratified 
that the United States has been able to provide assistance 
to the people of Guatemala following the terrible tragedy 
that befell your country. In times of peril and suffering 
it is important that neighboring nations and peoples 
provide mutual assistance. In this regard, I have been 
particularly proud of the many generous offers of 
assistance which have been extended by private citizens 
and groups throughout the United States. 

The people and government of Guatemala have responded 
to this unprecedented tragedy with admirable bravery and 
fortitude. You have our continuing support and best wishes 
for success in the momentous task of reconstruction. 

Since~,?, tr/ 
His Excellency 
Kjell Eugenio "'Laugerud Garcia 
President of the Republic of Guatemala 
Gua te n~ala City 



NATION/1L SECUn!TY COUMCIL 

REFERRAL 

Date: Jun 1, 1976 
NS C log fl 76026 90 

MEMOHANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springs teen 
Executive Secretary 
Deparirn eni 0£ State 

DOCU M E N T DESCRIPTION : 

To: His Excellency Laugerud 

From.: Pres 

Date: May 31, 1976 

Subject: Ltr re 4 Feb earthquake 

ACTJON REQUESTED: 

--- Draft reply for: Pr csident' s Signature 
White House Sta ff 
Other -------

___ Direct reply ___ Furnish info copy 

X Dispatch 

Recornrncndations / Con1rn.cnts ---

Other ---
DUE DATE: 

COl\11' lENTS: 

Cl ,/\:-;SJ !•'TC/\ Tl ON: -- ·- ~ ~--------~------ UNCLAS ----------

Translation ---

___ Appropriate Handling 

Inforrnation ---

RJ:rJ:"1ucn 
1976 

~_ENJHAL rlLl:.S 



MEMORAND U M THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN ... . 

THE WHITE HO U SE I 

WAS H<NGTO N ilj/ 11b 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

2690 
ACTION 
May 29, 1976 

SUBJECT: Letter to President Laugerud of Guatemala 

Guatemalan President Kjell Laugerud sent you the letter at 
Tab B formally thanking you for all the assistance provided 
by the United States after the February 4 earthquake in Guatemala. 
The letter was delivered to Assistant Secretary of State William 
Rogers on April 29. 

The letter at Tab A to President Laugerud acknowledges receipt 
of the letter and notes that the United States Government and 
people are pleased to have been able to be of assistance to 
Guatemala following the tragic devastation. The suggested 
letter has been cleared with Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann' s 
office. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to President Laugerud at Tab A. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

[ Seal] 

LS NO. 56015 
MSS/DT 
Spanish 

KJELL EUGENIO LAUGERUD GARCIA 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA 

to 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
GERALD R. FORD 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AMERICA 

Great and Good Friend: 

I have the honor to express to Your Excellency, and through you, 

to the noble people and Government of the United States of America, 

the profound gratitude of the people and Government of Guatemala for 

the generous and effective cooperation granted us in the wake of the 

earthquake which devastated our territory on February 4, 1976, bringing 

destruction and death to thousands of Guatemalan families. 

The moral and material assistance and solidarity which your great 

nation and your distinguished Government offered to the Guatemalans in 

moments of intense suffering and grief for our people brought not only 

consolation and hope, but also gave them greater courage to confront 

the arduous task of reconstruction which has already begun. 



2 

Reiterating to Your Excellency the undying gratitude of the 

Guatemalan nation and of the Government which I have the honor to 

head, I avail myself of the opportunity to convey the assurances 

of my highest and most distinguished consideration. 

I am, Excellency, 

Your Loyal and Good Friend, 

[Signed] K. E. Laugerud 

Done at the National Palace of Guatemala, 

March 29, 1976 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

May 27, 1976 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

STEPHEN LOW~ 

Presidential Letter to President Laugerud 
of Guatemala 

Attached for your signature at Tab 1 is a memo to the President 
forwarding a suggested reply to the President of Guatemala who 
wrote him on March 29 to extend formal thanks for the earthquake 
relief assistance which the United States provided to Guatemala. 
The letter was delivered to U.S. officials on April 29. It has 
been cleared with Doug Smith of Robert Hartmann I s office. 

\ 

,_j} 
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ft MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY 

June 15, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JEANNE W. DAVIS 

STEPHEN LOvf,/(-FROM: 

SUBJECT: Request that the Vice President Receive a 
Souvenir Scroll from the Freemasons of 
Guatemala 'I( 

tu~/ t, 
Attached for yo gnature is a memo to Jon Howe with a suggested 
response to M • denhauser relating to a request that the Vice 
President accept~ Guatemalan scroll in appreciation for U.S. 
earthquake relief assistance. 

> 
\ ) 



- MEMORANDUM . 3252 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

June 15, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JON HOWE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

. JEANNE W. DA VIS \){ 

~Request that the Vice President Receive a 
Souvenir Scroll from the Freemasons of 
Guatemala 

The Freemasons of Guatemala have requested permission to forward 
to the Vice President a souvenir scroll made in a Guatemalan village 
since destroyed in the major earthquake last February. The scroll 
is being presented as a gesture of appreciation for U.S. assistance 
given Guatemaia after the disaster. 

The State Department perceives no problem with accepting the scroll 
and we therefore recommend you agree to do so on behalf of the 
Vice President. The request was transmitted through the Freemason 
organization in the U.S. Attached for appropriate signature is a 
suggested reply to Mr. Rodenhauser. 

, C 



SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Rodenhauser: 

I am replying to your letter of May 17 addressed to Vice President 

Rockefeller. You requested permission to forward a souvenir scroll 

to the Vice President on behalf of the Freemasons of Guatemala. I 

understand the scroll is being given as an expression of appreciation 

for U.S. assistance after the recent earthquake in Guatemala. 

Vice President Rockefeller would be pleased to accept this kind offer 

on behalf of the American people. He asks that you forward the scroll 

to me for delivery to him. 

May I ask you to convey to the Freemasons of Guatemala Vice President 

Rockefellerrs thanks and appreciation for the scroll. He is pleased that 

the United States Government was able to be of assistance to the people 

of Guatemala during the recent tragedy. 

Mr. Paul C. Rodenhauser 
Grand Recorder 

Sincerely yours, 

Encampment of Knights Templar of the 
United States of America 

14 East Jackson Boulevard 
Suite 1700 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

_y 
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~ ~r~iftDit~rmuµntrnt of if\niulitn Ufotupiar uf tl1r 3:tuttru §tatrn nf j\uirritai· 
"' , - • OFFICE OF ,: 

j • ,. THE R. E. GRAND RECORDER . . 

PAUL C. RODENHAUSER 

14 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD, SUITE 1700 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604 

May 17', 1976 

The Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller 
Vice-President of the United States 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Vice-President: 

The Freemasons of Guatemala, Central America, specifically the 
York Rite branch of the Fraternity, have requested this office 
of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States 
of America to request your permission to forward to you, with 
their greetings and felicitations, a souvenir Scroll--the second 
of 5,000 which were to be made in a Guatemalan village now 
destroyed. 

7610856 

The representative of the Bodies now in Chicago is John Carlos 
Loayza, U.S. representative, Guatemala York Rite, 1128 Washington 
Boulevard, Oak Park, Illinois 60302. 

It is their desire to present the scroll to you as an expression 
of appreciation for the assistance the United States extended 
during the recent Guatemalan devastation. Permission to forward 
is requested. 

. .. ·-- ·. .:;:; 

Respectfully, ··-····~-.. ,·, .... _ .· ~ . . ·:. ,.;.: .. ;.· . .;.• .. .,,.- .... ;· ',;.',,,_./ 

. -~ : •, 

~{/_iJ~~~-
Paul C. Rodenhauser - J 
Grand Recorder ' 

PCR:ds 
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To: 
~ 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

REFERRAL 7610856 

MAY 2 4 i976 Director, Secretariat Staff (S/S-S) Date: 
Department of St~te, Room 7241 
Washington, D.C. ·20520 

ACTION REQUESTED 

_xx_ Draft reply for: 

_____ Vice President's signature. 

_ ..... x ..... x.__ __ xkm~ signature. 
Staff member's 

___ Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

___ Direct reply. 

_____ Furnish information copy. 

___ Suitable ·acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

_____ Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

__ For your information. 

__ For comment. 

NOTE 

Prompt action is essential. 

If more tlaan 48 hours' delay is encountered, 

please telephone the undersigned immediately. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum, or comment is re­
quested. 

· REMARKS: 

Description: 

~l __ Letter: ___ Telegram: Other: 

To: 

From: 

Date: 
Subject: 

The Vice President 
Paul C. Rodenhauser 
May 17, 1976 
Requests permission to forward a souvenir scroll 

_al~--
~~- MARTIN 
Special Assistant 

By direction of the Vice President 

(f'f"\t1V to rrm;i in '.<:itt1 rorrcsoonrlnnrn) 



7610856 
3.;,5',:l_ 

DEPARTMENT OF S T ATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

June 4, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Request that the Vice President 
Receive a Souvenir Scroll from 
the Freemasons of Guatemala 

The Freemasons of Guatemala have requested permis­
sion to send a souvenir scroll to the Vice President as 
a gesture of appreciation for U.S. assistance after a 
very severe earthquake last February. The request was 
transmitted through the Freemason organization in the U.S. 
The scroll was made in a Guatemalan village since 
destroyed by the earthquake. 

The Department perceives no foreign policy issues 
or problems in the request and has no objection to the 
scroll's being accepted. 

A draft reply is attached. 

Attachment: 

C. 
}Ji1'1,,,t1"George s. Springsteen 
Y Executive Secretary 

Letter to Mr. Rodenhauser 



------~----------- ------- - __:__- -~- ------------~ 

SUGGESTED REPLY 

Mr. Paul C. Rodenhauser 
Grand Recorder 
Encampment of Knights Templar of the 

United States of America 
14 East Jackson Boulevard 
Suite 1700 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Mr. Rodenhauser; 

I am replying to your letter of May 17 addressed to 

Vice President Rockefeller. You requested permission 

to forward a souvenir scroll to the Vice President on 

behalf of the Freemasons of Guatemala. I understand 

the scroll is being given as an expression of appreci­

ation for U.S. assistance after the recent earthquake in 

Guatemala. 

Vice President Rockefeller would be 

this kind offer. He asks that you forward the scroll 

to me and I will ensure that it is delivered promptly. 

May I ask you to convey to the Freemasons of Guatemala 

Mr. Rockefeller's thanks and appreciation for the 

scroll. The United States Government is pleased that 

we were able to be of assistance to the people of 

Guatemala during the recent tragedy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Department of State 

y 
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MEMORANDUM Ce:;..S-F 3003 

,FG:,-..3,R 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 21, 1976 

TO: JON HOWE 

FROM: \AJEANNE w. DAVIS \Y't( 

REFER~NCE: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Comment: 

Vice President 

James W. { chubauer 

Guatemala Earthquake 

Date: May 17, 1976 

The suggested reply outlines U.S. assistance 
to Guatemala and stresses that our assist­
ance has been coordinated with Guatemalan­
determined priorities and with the efforts 
of other donors. It further assures Mr. 
Schubauer that our response is a continuing 
one. 

A draft is attached at Tab A. 
Tab B. 

The incoming letter is attached at 

Attachments 



SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Schubauer: 

This is in response to your letter of lv1ay 17 expressing concern about 

delays in getting U.S. disaster relief assistance to the victims of the 

Guatemala earthquake. In particular, you mentioned the con1munity 

of Tecpan, totally destroyed in the earthquake, as needing urgent 

assistance. 

You can be assured that the U.S. has taken steps to respond to Guatemala's 

priority relief needs. Approximately $19. 5 million in grants have been 

provided to Guatemala through temporary drawdowns from the world­

wide disaster relief account of the Agency for International Development 

(A. I. D. ), the agency in the U.S. Govermnent responsible for foreign 

econo1nic and disaster relief assistance. 

The assistance to Guatemala has been used in the first instance to supply 

medical facilities, drugs and me,dicines, water purification equipment, 

tents and materials for shelters including 500, 000 metal roofing sheets, 

poles and tool kits. Also, the services of an Army engineering battalion 

were funded and they succeeded in opening in April Guatemala's principal 

highway connecting the captial city to the Caribbean. Additional road 

clearing and maintenance equipment have been funded by A. I. D. to help 

the Guate1nalan Departinent of Highways to open and repair other 

important roads damaged by the earthquake. U.S. assistance has also 



aided municipalities damaged by the earthquake in their efforts to clear 

away rubble so that they can begin to reconstruct more quickly. Other 

assistance to communities includes the repair of water systems and 

materials for school construction. 

In addition, approximately $18 . 4 million in food commodities have been 

made available to Guatemala to help meet the needs of many individuals 

· in rural areas, many of whom will be engaged in the construction of 

shelters at the expense of farming. 

In all instances the U.S. Government has coordinated its assistance with 

the priorities determined by the Guatemalan Government and in 

consultation with the other organizations assisting in the reconstruction 

effort. U.S. assistance is concentrating on the rural communities 

destroyed by the earthquake. Other donors and private agencies are 

providing assistance in the rural areas and the se efforts are being 

taken into account in the programming of the U.S. relief assistance. 

In the case of Tecpan, the principal U.S. input to the relief effort has 

been donated PL 480 Title II foods that are. being distributed through 

CARE. Other organizations are working in the area, including private 

voluntary agencies, the Government of Mexico and also the Government 

of Guatemala. They have provided v ery substantial amounts of housing 

materials in addition to providing food, clothing and technical services. 

~ 
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The result of the co1nbined efforts of the various organizations involved 

has been that the relief requirements of the community have now largely 

b een met. 

Your expression of interest and sincere concern is appreciated. I assure 

you the U.S. response to the relief and reconstruction effort is a 

continuing one. 

Sincerely, 



s G H u~N"'I ..... ArrCITAT!E'"TR.,.,,&r-.-F..-.0 ..... R""E"Ln[E...-,' l"'N"'O'. --- ~:~N~~~ING 

CONSTRUCTION 

May 17, · 1976 

I 

Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller 
Vice President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

Dear Mr. Rockefeller: 

560 NORTHERN BOULEVARD 

GREAT NECK. NEW YORK 11021 

51 6 4B2-B730 

Recent newspa per articles indicate the concern of our government, 
and you in p a rticular, have to the earthquake in Italy. It was 
noted that you are giving your personal attention to this and 
that "Congress is acting quickly to provide $25,000,000 for the 
Italian disaster." 

Of course one cannot disagree with the obvious need in Italy and 
the quick responses of our government, and you personally, to 
this situation. However, I cannot find it possible to be silent 
on the question of priorities in view of our firm's recent vol­
untary involvement in the Guatemalan earthquake; and, therefore, 
our "firsthand" knowledge of the degree of severity- of the Guate­
malan situation compared with the Italian situation (e.g., 24,000 
deaths versus 1,000 deaths, etc.). 

As you might know, The Salvation Army has given a major effort to 
the Guatemala n earthquake disaster through direct involvement in 
the Village of Tecpan, Guatemala. Tecpan, originally a village 
of 24,000 residents, mostly Indians, was the most severly damaged 
village in Guatemala; of the 24,000 total residents 3,000 were 
killed, 7,000 were injured and every adobe home was destroyed. 
The Salvation Army, without any direct reimbursement from the 
United States Government, haspractically singlehandedly provided 
the emergency relief to Tecpan from early February, 1976 to the 
present. 

As a result of our firm's long association as Property Consultants 
to The Salvation Army on their properties and many of their pro­
jects, we volunteered to provide initial technical guidance to 
The Salvation Army efforts in Guatemala. I had never been to 
Guatemala b e fore, knew very little about the people, and thus had 
no "cause" to "push." I personally have spent time in Guatemala 
and in Tecpan together with some of our staff assisting The 
Salvation Army in this terrible need of the Guatemalan people. 

Continued 

( ¥. ? 
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. SCHUMACHER & FORELLE4 INC . 
- Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller 

May 17, 1976 
Page Two . • . • . . . • • • . . 

I have witnessed the incredible devastation and the desperate needs 
of these people. I have met with Guatemalan businessmen in Guate­
mala City and find them groping and needing direction. 

Knowing of your intense empathy for the people of Latin America 
and having read about your concern and interest in the Indian 
people there, I am sure you can appreciate the impact th~se people 
had on me personally on my visits to Guatemala and the opportunity 
I had while living within their camp in the aftermath of their 
earthquake. Therefore, I find it indeed difficult to imagine that 
the attention apparently being given to the current Italian earth­
quake could be as disproportionate in its attention, as compared 
with the need in Guatemala, as the publicity indicates. I continue 
to search through the news media for any mention of Guatemala, but 
in vain. 

Enclosed is the "Action Program: Tecpan, Guatemala Master Plan" 
which our firm prepared. We have done this with absolutely no 
reimbursement of any cost; expenses, etc. whatsoever from any 
source. We paid for it ourselves. Further, in our continued in­
volvement with The Salvation Army in an advisory capacity to them 
on this matter, it appears that the United States _Government is 
completely unresponsive to the urgency of getting something done 
in Guatemala. It appears that the bureaucratic red tape will re­
sult, for example, in the current planning for the rehabilitation 
and restoration of Tecpan being terminated shortly because no sup­
porting funds whatsoever are available and, in fact, USAID funds 
are not r~ally "available" to purchase building materials, techni­
cal assistance, etc. With the rainy season upon them, we have 
"let the people down." We •reacted honorably to the initial impact, 
but it appears we didn't "follow through." 

The guatemalan needs are for helping the poor and the Indians. As 
you probably know, virtually 100% of the destruction was to the 
Indian adobe homes. Therefore, these people are without a living 
place and are staying in makeshift tin huts, tents made out of 
blankets, etc. In Tecpan new permanent dwellings for the entire 
village of about 21,000 surviving residents could likely be pro­
vided for less than $10,000,000. If the United States is consider­
ing giving $25,000,000 to the Italian earthquake cause in which 
1,000 people were killed, is it then prepared to give $25,000,000 
time~ 24 ~roportionate to the number of people killed in Guatemala ) 
to the Guatemalan earthquake cause? 

Continued •••. 



Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller 
May 17, 1976 
Page Three .•.•.•..••• 

SCHUMACHER & FOR ELLE, INC 

I am generally not a letter writer on these kinds of issues. How­
ever, I, am concerned with the apparent priorities and delays in 
actual ~id to the Guatemalans. I recognize that Guatemala does 
not have the international stature of Italy. However, Guatemala 
is a short distance from our country. Its Indian people, the 
people who had almost nothing before the earthquake, are in des­
perate need of assistance. I personally have been making speeches 
to churches and charitable groups in an effort to assist them in 
raising funds. I am sure you appreciate the concern. However, 
what is our government doing of a positive nature to quickly help 
restore to these people the little they had but lost? 

This letter is written without the knowledge or authority of The 
Salvation Army. They are not complainers ••. they are doers. It 
is written by a concerned citizen who thinks our government has 
"missed the point" on the follow-up after its initial attention. 
I would appreciate hearing from you and for your good offices to 
arrange to "walk through 11 with me what help is being given and 
getting to the people, - not studies, not promises, but HELP -
so that this effort we made immediately after the earthquake was 
not the end of our concern for Guatemala. They need building 
materials and technical assistance NOW .... months before Italy 
needed them, and a lot more than Italy. Are we simply reacting to 
initial shock and then "forgetting"? Where are our priorities? 
I I m for helping Italy . · . • but I I m also for continuing to help 
Guatemala ... "help" being positive follow-up action and aid, 
not just initial concern without follow-up. 

Very truly yours, 

a._ __ _ 
-----

pee 

Enclosure 

cc·: Honorable James L. Buckley 
Cw/enclosure) 

Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
Cw/enclosure) 

C 



UNCLASSIFIED 

(CL.i\SSIF I CA'l'ION) 

S/S# 7610731 

Date June 16, 1976 

DEPA~Tr1ENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TR.A:NS:HTTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Brent Scowcroft 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: Vice President 

DATE:May 17, 1976 

victims 

FROM: James w Scbnbau~r 

SUBJECT: Guatemala earthqYak~ 

W.~ITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: May 24, 1976 NSC# 76Q3QQ3 
· (if any) 

THE ATTACHED ITE~! WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPART~lE~T OF STATE 

ACTIO~ TAKEN: 

xx A draft reply .is attached. 

--- A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. ---
--- An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the 
--- reason cited below. 

Other 

~/J MN,1.Jinc / 
· ~ eorge ~. Springsteen 

Executive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(CLASSIFICP.TION) 
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N/\.TIOt,.J/\L !:iECUWTY COUMCIL 

HEFF.lU{A L 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Deparlrn cnl of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To: Jeanne Davis 

From: Jon Howe 

Date: May 20, 1976 

7610731 
Dale: May 2Lf, 1976 
NS C log IJ 7603003 

Subject: Relief to Guatemalan Earthquake victims 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

xxx Draft reply for: 

--- Direct reply 

--- Dis patch 

xx 

President's Signature 
White House Slaff 
Other VP sig • 

--- Furnish info copy 

Translation 

Recornrncnd<tt.i.ons / Conuncnts Appropriate Handling --- ---

Other . Inf orn1ation 

DUE DATE: 
May 30, 1976 

COlvl"ivlENTS: 

Cl ./\~~;lFlC/\Tl ON: ·---·- ~. -------·---~---·- - -



MEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

JEANNE DAVIS 

Jon How~ 

ACTION 

Memo No. 607-76 
May 20, 1976 

Relief to Guatemalan Earthquake Victims 

The attached letter from Mr. James Schubauer, President 
of Schumacher & Forelle, Inc., urges additional aid for 
Guatemalan earthquake victims through a proposed Salvation 
Army Master Plan. Mr. Schubauer notes the disproportionate 
attention afforded to the Italian earthquake victims. 
Senator Buckley's office reportedly has also expressed 
interest in Mr. Schubauer's proposals. 

Could we please have NSC/AID comments and a draft reply. 
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GLASS IF I GA TI Ol'i: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFF.RH.AL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Depart.m ent of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To; Jeanne Davis 

From: Jon Howe 

Date: May 20, 1976 

Subject: Relief to Guatemalan Earthquake victims 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Date: May 24, 1976 
NS C log ff 7603003 

xxx Draft reply for: Pr esident 1 s Signature 
White House Staff 

xx Other VP sig, 

Direct reply --- Furnish info copy ---

Dis patch --- Translation ---

Recornrn.endati.ons / Connn.ents ___ Appropriate Handling ---

Other 

DUE DATE: 
May 30, 1976 

COM"ivtENTS: 

) 

CI ,J\.SSl FJCJ\.T.1 ON: 

Inforrnation ---

I() o ~ J), 
~ W. Davis 

Slaff Secretary 



SCHUMACHER & FORELLE. INO. 

May 17, · 1976 

I 

PLANNING 

ENGINEERIN G 

CONS TRUCTION 

Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller 
Vice President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

Dear Mr. Rockefeller: 

5 6 0 NORTHERN B OULEVARD 

GREAT NECK, N E W YOR K 1102 1 

516 4B2-B730 

761.C731. 

Recent newspaper articles indicate the concern of our government, 
and you in particular, have to the earthquake in Italy. It was 
noted that you are giving your personal attention to this and 
that "Congress is acting quickly to provide $25,000,000 for the 
Italian disaster." 

Of course one cannot disagree with the obvious need in Italy and 
the quick responses of our government, and you personally, to 
this situation. However, I cannot find it possible to be silent 
on the question of priorities in view of our firm's recent vol­
untary involvement in the Guatemalan earthquake; and, therefore, 
our "firsthand" knowledge of the degree of severity- of the Guate­
malan situation compared with the Italian situation (e.g., 24,00 0 
deaths versus 1,000 deaths, etc.). 

As you might know, The Salvation Army has given a major effort to 
the Guatemalan earthquake disaster through direct involvement in 
the Village of Tecpan, Guatemala. Tecpan, originally a village 
of 24,000 residents, mostly Indians, was the most severly damaged 
village in Guatemala; of the 24,000 total residents 3,000 were 
killed, 7,000 were injured and every adobe home was destroyed. 
The Salvation Army, without any direct reimbursement from the 
United States Government, has p~actically singlehandedly provided 
the emerge ncy relief to Tecpan from early February, 1976 to the 
present. 

As a result of our firm's long association as Property Consultant s 
to The Salvation Army on their properties and many of their pro­
jects, we voluntee red to provide initial technical guidance to 
The Salvation Army efforts in Guatemala. I had never been to 
Guatemala before, knew very little about the people, and thus had 
no !'cause" to "push." · I p e rsonally have spent time in Guatemala 
and in Tecpan toge ther with some of our staff assisting The 
Salvation Army in this terrible need of the Guatemalan people. 

Continued •• . 



Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller 
May 17, 1976 
Page Two •.••.•••.••• 

SCHUMACHER & FOR ELLE, 1~1 

I have witnessed the incredible devastation and the desperate need ::. 
of these people. I have met with Guatemalan businessmen in Guate -·· 
mala City and find them groping and needing direction. 

Knowing of your intense empathy for the people of Latin America 
and having read about your concern and interest in the Indian 
people there, I am sure you can appreciate the impact th~se people 
had on me personally on my visits to Guatemala and the opportunity 
I had while living within their camp in the aftermath of their 
earthquake. Therefore, I find it inde ed difficult to imagine that 
the attention apparently being given to the current Italian earth­
quake could be as disproportionate in its attention, as compared 
with the need in Guatemala, as the publicity indicates. I continue 
to search through the news media for any mention of Guatemala, but 
in vain. 

Enclosed is the "Action Piogram: Tecpan, Guatemala Master Plan'' 
which our firm prepared. We have done this with absolutely no 
reimbursement of any cost, expenses, etc. whatsoever from any 
source. We paid for it ourselves. Further, in our continued in­
volvement with The Salvation Army in an advisory capacity to them 
on this matter, it appears that the United States _.Government is 
completely unresponsive to the urgency of getting something done 
in Guatemala. It appears that the bureaucratic red tape will r e­
sult, for example, in the current planning for the rehabilitation 
and restoration of Tecpan being terminated shortly be cause no sup­
porting funds whatsoever:' are available and, in fact, USAID funds 
are not really "available" to purcha s e building materials, techn i ­
cal assistance, etc. With the rainy season upon them, we have 
"let the people down." We reacted honorably to the initial impact .,. 
but it appears we didn't "follow through." 

The guatemalan needs are for helping the poor and the Indians. As 
you probably know, virtually 100% of the de s truction was to the 
Indian adobe homes. Therefore, these people are without a living 
place and are staying in makeshift tin huts, tents made out of 
blankets, etc. In Tecpan new permane nt dwellings for the entire 
village of about 21,000 surviving residents could likely be pro­
vided for less than $10,000,000. If the United State s is consider­
ing giving $25,000,000 to the Italian earthquake cause in which 
1,000 people were killed, is it then prepared to give $25,000,0 00 
times 24 (proportionate to the number of people killed in Guatemal2 
to the Guatemalan earthquake cause? 

Continued. 



Honorable Nelson A. Rockefe-ller 
'May 17, 1976 
Page Three .•••••••••• 

SCHUMACHER & FORELLE, II\' 

I am genera lly not a letter writer on these kinds of issues. How­
ever, I, am concerned with the apparent priorities and delays in 
actual ~id to the Guatemalans. I recognize that Guatemala does 
not have the international stature of Italy. However, Guatemala 

I 

is a short distance from our country. Its Indian people, the 
people who had almost nothing before the earthquake, are in des­
perate need of assista nce. I personally have been making speeches 
to churches and charitable groups in an effort to assist them in 
raising funds. I am sure you appreciate the concern. However, 
what is our governme nt doing of a positive nature to quickly help 
restore to these people the little they had but lost? 

This lette r is written without the knowledge or authority of The 
Salvation Army. The y are not complainers .•• they are doers. It 
is written by a concerned citizen who thinks our government has 
"missed the point" on the follow-up after its initial attention. 
I would appreciate hearing from you and for your good offices to 
arrange to "walk throughi' with me what help is being given and 
getting to the people, ~ not studies, not promises, but HELP -
so that this effort we made immediately after the earthquake was 
not the end of our concern for Guatemala. They need building 
materials and technica l assistance NOW ••.• months before Italy 
needed them, and a lot more than Italy. Are we simply reacting t o 
initial shock and then."forgetting"? Where are our priorities? 
I' rn for helping Italy . , . • but I'm al so for continuing to help 
Guatemala .•. 11 help 11 being positive follow-up action and aid, 
not just initial concern without follow-up. 

Very truly yours~ 

pee 

Enclosure 

cc: Honorable James L. Buckley 
Cw/enclosure) 

Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
Cw/enclosure) 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

(Correspondence Referral) 

July 22, 1976 

TO: JON HOWE 

~ 
FROM: \"JEANNE W. DA VIS \t, 

REFERENCE: 

To: Vice President Date: May 17, 1976 

From: James W. Schubauer 

Subject: Guatemala Earthquake 

Comment: The suggested reply outlines U.S. assistance to 
Guatemala and stresses that our assistance has 
been coordinated with Guatemalan-determined 
priorities and with the efforts of other donors. 
It notes that the long-term reconstruction effort 
will be heavily dependent upon participation of 
the Guatemalan people through projects such as 
the one he has designed. The letter assures 
Mr. Schubauer that our response is a continuing 
one. 

A draft is attached at Tab A. The incoming letter is attached at 
Tab B. 
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SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Schubauer: 

The Vice President has asked me to respond to your letter of 

May 17 regarding the United States disaster-relief assistance to 

Guatemala following the devastating earthquake last February. 

I regret the long delay in responding to your thoughtful letter 

with which you included a copy of the Master Plan for the 

reconstruction of Tecpan, which you developed for the Salvation 

Army. 

As you know, the United States Government responded rapidly to 

provide assistance to Guatemala. The assistance in the immediate 

relief phase consisted primarily of medical facilities, drugs and 

medicines, water purification equipment, tents and materials 

for buildings including 500, 000 metal roofing sheets, poles and 

tool kits. At the request of President Ford, the Congress gave 

priority attention to and approved legislation authorizing $25 million 

for the relief and recovery effort in Guatemala. Over $20 million 

has already been expended. 

In all instances the United States has coordinated its assistance 

with the priorities determined by the Guatemalan Government and 

in consultation with other organizations assisting in the reconstruction 

effort. A United States Army Engineer Battalion, funded by the 

Agency for International Development, succeeded in reopening in 

April Guate1nala's principal highway connecting the capital city 

•••••- I fLL-.1 
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to the Caribbean. This was one of the Guatemalan Governme nt's 

highest priority reque sts. Additional road clearing and maintenance 

equipment has b e en funded by the Agency for Inte rnational 

Development to help the Guatemalan Department of Highways 

open and repair other important roads damaged by the earthquake. 

United States assistance also aided municipalities in their efforts 

to clear rubble and begin the reconstruction effort. Our 

assistance to communities also focused upon the repair of water 

systems and provision of materials for school construction. 

United States assistance has concentrated op. the rural communities 

destroyed by the earthquake. In addition to the other assistance, 

approximately $18. 4 million in food commodities has been made 

available to Guatemala to help meet the needs of the most severely 

affected individuals, primarily in rural areas. Other donors and 

private agencies, such as the Salvation Army, have also been 

providing assistance in the rural areas and their efforts are taken 

into account in the programming of the United States assistance. 

In the case of Tecpan, the principal United States input to the 

relief effort has been the donation of PL480 Title II foods 

distributed through CARE. In addition to private voluntary agencies, 

the Government of Mexico and the Guatemalan Government have 

been working in that area and have provided very substantial amounts 
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of housing materials as well as food, clothing, and technical services. 

The result of the combined efforts of the various organizations involved 

has been that the immediate relief requirements of the community have 

been largely met. As you point out in your proposal, however, the 

reconstruction effort in Tecpan as throughout Guatemala will be a 

long-term one, heavily dependent upon participation of the Guatemalan 

people through projects such as the one you have designed. Private 

and international organizations will play an important role in this effort. 

I want to assure you that the United States commitment to the recovery 

and reconstruction effort is a continuing one and that, together with 

other governments and organizations, we are continuing to support 

Guatemala's recovery effort. 

Your interest and desire to make a meaningful contribution to this 

effort is deeply appreciated. 

Mr. James W. Schubauer 
President 
Schumacher and Forelle, Inc, 
560 Northern Boulevard 
Great Neck, New York 11021 

Sincerely, 



SCHUMACHER & FOR ELLE, INC. 

May 17, 1976 

I 

I 

' I • 

PLANNING 

ENGINE ERING 

CONSTRUCTION 

Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller 
Vice President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

Dear Mr. Rockefeller: 

5 6 0 NORTHE RN BOULEVAR D 

GREAT N E CK. NEW YORK 11021 

516 482-8730 

Recent newspaper articles indicate the concern of our government, 
and you in particular, have to the earthquake in Italy. It was 
noted that you are giving your personal attention to this and 
that "Congress is acting quickly to provide $25,000,000 for the 
Italian disaster." 

Of course one cannot disagree with the obvious need in Italy and 
the quick responses of our government, and you personally, to 
this situation. However, I cannot find it possible to be silent 
on the question of priorities in view of our firm's recent vol­
untary involvement in the Guatemalan earthquake; and, therefore, 
our ''firsthand" knowledge of the degree of severity- of the Guate­
malan situation compared with the Italian situation (e.g., 24,000 
deaths versus 1,000 deaths, etc.). 

As you might know, The Salvation Army has given a major effort to 
the Guatemalan earthquake disaster through direct involvement in 
the Village of Tecpan, Guatemala. Tecpan, originally a village 
of 24,000 residents, mostly Indians, was the most severly damaged 
village in Guatemala; of the 24,000 total residents 3,000 were 
killed, 7,000 were injured and every adobe home was destroyed. 
The Salvation Army, without any direct reimbursement from the 
United States Government, has practically singlehandedly provided 
the emergency relief to Tecpan from early February, 1976 to the 
present. 

As a result of our firm's long association as Property Consultants 
to The Salvation Army on their properties and many of their pro­
jects, we volunteered to provide initial technical guidance to 
The Salvation Army efforts in Guatemala. I had never been to 
Guatemala be fore, knew Yery little about the people, and thus had 
no "cause" to "push." I personally have spent time in Guatemala 
and in Tecpan together with some of our staff assisting The 
Salvation Army in this terrible need of the Guatemalan people. 

Continued 
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SCHUMACHER & FORELLE, IN, 

I have witnessed the incredible devastation and the desperate need ~ 
of these people. I have met with Guatemalan businessmen in Guate ­
mala City and find them groping and needing direction. 

Knowing of your intense empathy for the people of Latin America 
and having read about your concern and interest in the Indian 
people there, I am sure you can appreciate the impact these people 
had on me personally on my visits to Guatemala and the opportunity 
I had while living within their camp in the aftermath of their 
earthquake. Therefore, I find it indeed difficult to imagine that 
the attention apparently being given to the current Italian earth­
quake could be as disproportionate in its attention, as compared 
with the need in Guatemala, as the publicity indicates. I continu e 
to search through the news media for any mention of Guatemala, but 
in vain. 

Enclosed is the "Action Program: Tecpan, Guatemala Master Plan" 
which our firm prepared. We have done this with absolutely no 
reimbursement of any cost, expenses, etc. whatsoever from any 
source. We paid for it ourselves. Further, in our continued in­
volvement with The Salvation Army in an advisory capacity to them 
on this matter, it appears that the United States . __ Governrnent is 
completely unresponsive to the urgency of getting something done 
in Guatemala. It appears that the bureaucratic red tape will re-

rsult, for example, in the current planning for the rehabilitation 
if and restoration of Tecpan being terminated shortly because no sup­
porting funds whatsoever are available and, in fact, USAID funds 

, are not r~ally "available" to purchase building materials, techni­
-cal assistance, etc. With the rainy season upon them, we have 
"let the people down." We reacted honorably to the initial impac t , 
but it appears we didn't "follow through." 

The guatemalan needs are for helping the poor and the Indians. As 
you probably know, virtually 100% of the destruction was to the 
Indian adobe homes. Therefore, these people are without a living 
place and are staying in makeshift tin huts, tents made out of 
blankets, etc. In Tecpan new permanent dwellings for the entire 
village of about 21,000 surviving residents could likely be pro­
vided for less than $10,000,000. If the United States is consider ­
ing giving $25,000,000 to the Italian earthquake cause in which 
1,000 people were killed, is it then prepared to give $25,000,000 
times 24 (proportionate to the number of people killed in Guatema l 2 
to the Guatemalan earthquake cause? 

Continued ••• 
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SCHUMACHER & FOR ELLE, Ir . 

I am generally not a letter writer on these kinds of issues. How­
ever, I, am concerned with the apparent priorities and delays in 
actual 'aid to the Guatemalans. I recognize that Guatemala does 
not have the international stature of Italy. However, Guatemala 
is a short distance from our country. Its Indian people, the 
people who had almost nothing before the earthquake, are in des­
perate need of assistance. I personally have been making speeche s 
to churches and charitable groups in an effort to assist them in 
raising funds. I am sure you appreciate the concern. However, 
what is our government doing of a positive nature to quickly help 
restore to these people the little they had but lost? 

This letter is written without the knowledge or authority of The 
Salvation Army. They are not complainers .•• they are doers. It 
is written by a concerned citizen who thinks our government has 
"missed the point" on the follow-up after its initial attention. 
I would appreciate hearing from you and for your good offices to 
arrange to "walk through" with me what help is being given and 
getting to the people, - not studies, not promises, but HELP -
so that this effort we made immediately after the earthquake was 
not the end of our concern for Guatemala. They need building 
materials and technical assistance NOW •••• mohths before Ita l v 
needed them, and a lot more than Italy. Are we simply reacting t ~ 
initial shock and then "forgetting"? Where are our priorities? 
I'm for helping Italy ..• but I'm also for continuing to help 
Guatemala ..• "help" being positive follow-up action and aid, 
not just initial concern without follow-up. 

Very truly yours, 

V­
arnes W. 

Presid 

pee 

Enclosure 

cc: Honorable James L. Buckley 
Cw/enclosure) 

Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
Cw/enclosure) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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Cc; <"8 
November 10, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Award for President Ford from Guatemala 
in Recognition of U.S. Earthquake Relief 

The Guatemalan Consul General in Houston sent 
this award certificate directly to the White House. 
Although the Government of Guatemala is listed as a 
co-sponsor, their Ambassador in Washington was not 
aware that the award was being presented. 

The Ambassador believes that an award of this 
nature should come directly from the Embassy. He asks 
that no formal action be taken until he can straighten 
the matter out with his government and the Consul 
General in Houston. 

The Department recommends that no formal action 
be taken until the Guatemalan Government decides how 
it wishes to proceed. A draft reply will be provided 
for the President's signature on~ w. e have t .hat 
information. 

~ &J.._ 't ~~\1~ 
C. Arthur Borg 
Executive Secretary 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

C. Arthur Borg 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

President Ford 

Amb. · Carlos Manuel Pellecer 
From: 

Date: undated 

Date: 11/1/76 
NSC log II 7605979 

Subject: Amigo de Guatemala award for President in recognition of US 
emergency aid to Guatemala 

ACTION H.EQUESTED: 

' 
XXX Draft reply for: XXXX President's Signature 

White House Staff ---
Other -------

--- Direct reply --- Furnish info copy 

Dispatch --- Translation ---
Recommendations/ Comments --- Appropriate Handling ---
Other Information --- ---

DUE DATE: 11/8/76 

COMMENTS: 

~~ ~,1{'/2~; 
for Jcarfu~ W. Davis 

Staff Secretary 

CLASSIFICATION: 
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GUATETliALA S.O.S. FOUNDATION, 

in grateful recognition for the valuable assistance which, through our means, was offered the people of 
Guatemala during the tragedy caused by the February 4th, 1976 earthquake. 

•On behalf of the People, the Government, and the Consulate General of Guatemala, and of our own 
Foundation, we declare 

AMIGO DE GUATEMALA 

1\.t:. GQ~ 5~ 

•We would like to explain that the opportune assistance you gave us during truly dramatic moments, we 
properly used, for we wanted to respond with dignity to the trust you had in us, and to your noble, 
ltumanitarian, and constant efforts on behalf of Guatemala. 

•According to ancient documents, and even more ancient traditions, the people of Guatemala 
(Maya-Quitze) was founded by four legendary Men-Tiger Chieftains: Balam-Quitze (the tiger with a kind 
smile), Balam-Akab (the tiger Lord of the Night), Mahuh-Kutah (the one who had no descendants), and 
Jq-Balam (the tiger Lord of the Moon); perhaps for this reason, Guatemalans, faithful to their origin, have 
always faced with pride and a fighting spirit every adversity. The February 4th, 1976 earthquake was not an 
exception. Nature did not succeed in humiliating us. This time, thanks to the encouragement of the whole 
world who came to us with assistance. immediately the people of Guatemala began to work. We set out to 
rttonstruct our homes with great zc,al, taking advantage of our own resources and the international aid that 
keeps on arriving in our country. Truly, this is the best way to honor and recognize our FRIENDS OF 
GUATEMALA and to express our appreciation with dignity and integrity for the humanitarian feelings of 
solidarity and love with which we Guatemalans have been blessed thanks to the American People, 
Corporations. Companies, Institutions, and persons like yourselves. Our hearts are overflowing with 
gratitude. 

•Thanks to you and our efforts, the tragedy has not defeated us. We are inspired by your generosity and 
we are strong. We are hard at work, emerging from rubble, pain. and death, with pride and willingness to 
sweat and work, and with a smile in our hearts we extend our brotherlv hand to the FRIENDS OF 
GUATEMALA, to tell them with overwhelming emotion. Thank you! Thank y~u! Thank yo~ 

. \<.~-~':'t~1.4_, Houston, Texas, June of 1976 \ ~ 
i , .:{~h'-t~~- ~ 
~ 
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Ambassador ~los Manuel Pellecer 

~~ 
Vice-Consul Miriam L. Eichelberger 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

S/ S 7622 53 9 
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November 1 0 , 1 97 6 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Award for President Ford from Guatemala 
in Recognition of U.S. Earthquake Relief 

The Guatemalan Consul General in Houston sent 
this award certificate directly to the White House. 
Although the Government of Guatemala is listed as a 
co-sponsor, their Ambassador in Washington was not 
aware that the award was being presented. 

The Ambassador believes that an award of this 
nature should come directly from the Embassy. He asks 
that no formal action be taken until he can straighten 
the matter out with his government and the Consul 
General in Houston. 

The Department recommends that no formal action 
be taken until the Guatemalan Government decides how 
it wishes to proceed. A draft reply will be provided 
for the President's signature on~ we .have that. 
information. 

~ ~ \~~\,~ 
c. Arthur Borg 
Executive Secretary 
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GUATEMALA S.O.S. FOUNDATION, 

in grateful recognition for the valuable assistance which, through our means, was offered the people of 
Guatemala during the tragedy caused by the February 4th, 1976 earthquake. 

•On behalf of the People, the Government, and the Consulate General of Guatemala, and of our own 
Foundation, we declare 

AMIGO DE GUATEMALA 

1\.£. Ge~5~ 

•We would like to explain that the opportune assistance you gave us during truly dramatic moments, we 
properly used, for we wanted to respond with dignity to the trust you had in us, and to your noble, 
humanitarian, and constant efforts on behalf of Guatemala. 

• According to ancient documents, and even more ancient traditions, the people of Guatemala 
(Maya-Quitze) was founded by four legendary Men-Tiger Chieftains: Balam-Quitze (the tiger with a kind 
smile), Balam-Akab (the tiger Lord of the Night), Mahuh-Kutah (the one who had no descendants), and 
Iq-Balam (the tiger Lord of the Moon); perhaps for this reason, Guatemalans, faithful to their origin, have 
always faced with pride and a fighting spirit every adversity. The February 4th, 1976 earthquake was not an 
exception. Nature did not succeed in humiliating us. This time, thanks to the encouragement of the whole 
world who came to us with assistance, immediately the people of Guatemala began to work. We set out to 
reconstruct our homes with great zeal, taking advantage of our own resources and the international aid that 
keeps on arriving in our country. Truly, this is the best way to honor and recognize our FRIENDS OF 
GUATEMALA and to express our appreciation with dignity and integrity for the humanitarian feelings of 
solidarity and love with which we Guatemalans have been blessed thanks to the American People, 
Corporations, Companies, Institutions, and persons like yourselves. Our hearts are overflowing with 
gratitude. 

•Thanks to you and our efforts, the tragedy has not defeated us. We are inspired by your generosity and 
we are strong. We are hard at work, emerging from rubble, pain, and death, with pride and willingness to 
sweat and work, and with a smile in our hearts we extend our brotherly hand to the FRIENDS OF 
GUATEMALA, to tell them with overwhelming emotion, Thank you! Thank you! Thank yo~ 

Houston, Texas, June of 1976 J -

~ 
\ 

Amba,sado, ~I•• Monuel Pellece,-

~~ 
Vice-Consul Miriam L. Eichelberger 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION 
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