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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

NOV 10 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 1649 - Gifts for the National

Arboretum
Sponsor - Sen. Dole (R) Kansas

Last Day for Action

November 17, 1975 - Monday

PurEose

Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to accept and
administer on behalf of the United States gifts or
devises of real and personal property for the benefit
of the National Arboretum.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of Agriculture Approval
Department of the Treasury No Objection
Department of Justice No Objection
Discussion

Under present law, the Secretary of Agriculture maintains
and administers the National Arboretum for purposes of
research and education concerning tree and plant life.

In support of the Secretary's efforts, various individuals
and groups have made contributions over the past 48 years
ranging from small sums of money to major collections of
plants.

However, last year, the Department of Agriculture's
General Counsel determined that the Secretary did not have
a clear and adequate legal basis for the acceptance of
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gifts to the National Arboretum. Accordingly, Agriculture
submitted to the 94th Congress proposed legislation to
resolve this problem and it has been enacted in the form
of S. 1649 as described below.

The enrolled bill would authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to accept and administer on behalf of the
United States gifts or devises of real and personal
property for the benefit of the National Arboretum. For
the purposes of Federal income, estate, and gift tax laws,

such property would be considered as a gift or devise to
the United States.

In its letter concerning the enrolled bill, Agriculture
concludes that:

"As the National Arboretum continues to

grow in public stature and expand its

research and educational activities, there
will be increased desire on the part of
individuals and plant societies to participate
in the enrichment of the Arboretum's
collections as a means of advancing the arts
and sciences associated with horticulture."

7/ Assistant Directo; for

Legislative Reference

Enclosures






ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Bepartment of Justice
Washington, D.¢. 20530

November 6, 1975

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office of Management
and Budget

Washington, D. C. 20503

Dear Mr. Lynn:

In compliance with your request, I have examined a
facsimile of the enrolled bill (S. 1649), "To amend the
Act of March 4, 1927, to authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to accept and administer on behalf of the
United States gifts or devises of real and personal pro-
perty for the benefit of the National Arboretum."

S. 1649 would amend the Act of March 4, 1927 to inter
alia authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to accept,
receive, hold, utilize, and administer on behalf of the
United States gifts, bequests and devises of real and
personal property made for the benefit of the National
Arboretum or for carrying out any of its functions.

The Department of Justice interposes no objection to
Executive approval of this measure,

Sincerely,
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office. of Management
and Budget

Washington, D.C. 20503

November 7, 1975

Dear Mr. Lynn:

This is in response to your request for a report on the enrolled
enactment of S. 1649, a bill "To amend the Act of March, 4, 1927

to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to accept and administer
on behalf of the United States gifts or devises of real and personal
property for the benefit of the National Arboretum."

The Department of Agriculture recommends that the President approve
the bill. This is legislation the Congress passed at the request of
the Executive Branch.

Public Law 799 established the National Arboretum on March 4, 1927..
This Act authorized and directed the Secretary of Agriculture to
establish and maintain a National Arboretum for the purpose of research
and education concerning tree and plant life.

As the National Arboretum continues to grow in public stature and expand
its research and educational activities, there will be an increased

. desire on the part of individuals and plant societies to participate in
the enrichment of the Arboretum's collections as a means of advancing
the arts and sciences associated with horticulture.

No additional appropriations would be required as a result of enacting
this proposed legislation.

Sincerely,
<

J. Pnil pbell
Under Secretary



THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE TREASURY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

NOV 7 1975

Director, Office of Management and Budget
Executive Office of the President
Washington, D. C. 20503

Attention: Assistant Director for Legislative
Reference

Sir:

Reference is made to your request for the wviews of
this Department on the enrolled enactment of S. 1649,
"To amend the Act of March 4, 1927, to authorize the
Secretary of Agriculture to accept and administer on be-
half of the United States gifts or devises of real and
personal property for the benefit of the National
Arboretun,"”

The enrolled enactment would authorize the Secretary
of Agriculture to accept gifts, bequests, or devises of
real and personal property made for the benefit of the
National Arboretum or for the carrying out of any of its
functions. For the purposes of Federal income, estate,
and gift tax laws, such property would be considered as
a gift, bequest, or devise to the United States. Gifts
of money and proceeds from the disposition of property
accepted under the bill would be deposited in a separate
fund in the Treasury and disbursed upon the order of the
Secretary of Agriculture.

The Department has no objection to a recommendation
that the President sign the enrolled enactment.

Sincerely yours,

General Counsel

Rizlgrd B. Albrecht



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 1649 - Gifts for the National

Arboretum
Sponsor - Sen. Dole (R) Kansas

Last Day for Action

November 17, 1975 - Monday

Purpose

Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to accept and
administer on behalf of the United States gifts or
devises of real and personal property for the benefit
of the National Arboretum.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of Agriculture Approval
Department of the Treasury No Objection
Department of Justice No Objection
Discussion

Under present law, the Secretary of Agriculture maintains
and administers the National Arboretum for purposes of
research and education concerning tree and plant life.

In support of the Secretary's efforts, various individuals
and groups have made contributions over the past 48 years
ranging from small sums of money to major collections of
plants.

However, last year, the Department of Agriculture's
General Counsel determined that the Secretary did not have
a clear and adequate legal basis for the acceptance of
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gifts to the National Arboretum. Accordingly, Agriculture
submitted to the 94th .Congress proposed legislation to
resolve this problem and it has been enacted in the form
of S. 1649 as described below.

The enrolled bill would authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to accept and administer on behalf of the
United States gifts or devises of real and personal
property for the benefit of the National Arboretum. For
the purposes of Federal income, estate, and gift tax laws,
such property would be considered as a gift or devise to
the United States.

In its letter concerning the enrolled bill, Agriculture
concludes that:

"As the National Arboretum continues to

grow in public stature and expand its

research and educational activities,; there
will be increased desire on the part of
individuals and plant societies to participate
in the enrichment of the Arboretum's
collections as a means of advancing the arts
and sciences associated with horticulture."

7 Assistant Directo; for

Legislative Reference

Enclosures












































