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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today, with great pleasure, I am signing into
law S. 327, a bill which will substantially increase

the authorization levels for the Land and Water

Conservation Fund over the next several years.

I believe it can be fairly said that few
Federal programs have given more wholesome
recreation to Americans than the activities
financed from the Land and Water Conservation Fund.
In the ﬂecade of the Fund's existence, some
$2 billion has been channeled'into the purchase
and development of outdoor recreation lands --
places where Americans can participate in competi-

tive sports, learn about nature, or simply find

A
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About $800 million over the last ten years

relief from crowds and bustle.:

has been used to finance the purchase of Federal
recreation lands -~ over 1.5 million acres of

land for National Parks, Wildlife %ﬁiﬂgeS' Wilderness,
and other recreational areas. $1.2 billion has been
channeled to States and local communities as match-~
ing grants supporting the purchase of 1.4 million
acres of land and the development of 10,000

recreational projects. .

With the increased authorization for the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, we estimate that over
6 million more acres of land will be purchased

and set aside for recreational purposes through



fiscal year 1989. Over the 25-year life of

the Fund, land,j cesshsilzgg area of the States
o

of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts

will have been bought for Land and Water Fund

recreational purposes. This truly will be a

heritage treasured by future generations.

In addition, S. 327 will esté%T{:;_:Le National
Historic Preservation Fund to provide matching
Federal assistance to State governments and private
individuals for the acquisition and preservation

of important historic sites.

S

What better way can there be, in this
Bicentennial year, to commemorate our Nation's
rich history than to pledge to preserve outstand-
ing examples of it for future Americans? In
celebrating our Bicentennial this year, I and
millions of others have been inspired to think
back over our history and to realize how far our
Nation has come. The National Historic Preserva-
tion Fund will assure that our historic sites
and structures will continue to be available to
provide this inspiration. This preservation of
historic sites and structures will be achieved
through a creative partnership between various
levels of govermment and the private sector. The
Federal Government will provide technical and
financial assistance, the States will plan the
programs, and the bulk of the actual preservation

work will be done at the local level, by private
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individuals.

Unfortunately, S. 327 also provides for
certain changes in the procedures of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation which would
compromise Executive Branch functions. I find
these provisions unacceptable, as well as
unnecessary to the effective operation of the

Advisory Council.

The first provision would require the con-
current submission of Advisory Council budget
requests to Congress and to the President. This
would in effect undercut the provisions of the
Budget and Accounting Act of 1921, which requires
the President to submit to Congress a éingle,
coordinated budget, and will make it ﬁbre difficult
for me to review all requests for Federal spending

in advance of submission to Congress.

Second, as with the budget requests, S. 327 would
require concurrent submission of the Advisory Council's
legislative proposals. Such a requirement would make
it difficult for me to develop and present to the

Congress a coherent, coordinated legislative program.

Wewill submit to the Congress legislation
which would correct these provisions, and I will
strongly urge its passage during the first session

of the next Congress.

In summary, I am very pleased today to sign

S. 327. With my Bicentennial Land Heritage Program
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and S. 327, we will have a program of which we
can be proud. These two measures will provide
increésed recreational opporfunities for present
and future Americans, and will preserve for
the future a great treasure of natural areas and
historic resources. S. 327 provides the authoriza-
tion for greatly accelerated land acquisition
and historic presérvationvefforts, while the
Bicentennial Land Heritage Program will assure
that these resources are developed and maintained

to the highest standards.

. As America looks toward her third century,
we draw strength from our past. Our heritage of
natural areas and the remaining records of our
cultural history provide a reassuring sense
of the direction from which we have come, and a
respite from the tensions of continuing progress.
It is essential that we preserve our natural
areas and historic resources in the face of
progress. I pledge to do all I can to further

this goal.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Doug: Attached is the OMB signing
statement for Land & Water
bill. There is a ceremony tomorrow
morning as you know.

The attached version incorporates
changes made by Sarah Massengale.

Please substitute this version
for the one you presently have.

Judy 9/27









STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today, with great pleasure, I am signing into law
S. 327, a bill which will substantially increase the
authorization levels for the Land and Water Conservation
Fund over the next several years.

I believe it can be fairly said that few Federal
programs have given more wholesome recreation to Americans
than the activities financed from the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund. In the decade of the Fund's existence,
some $2 billion has been channeled into the purchase and
development of outdoor recreation lands -- places where
Americans can participate in competitive sports, learn
about nature, or simply find relief from crowds and bustle.

About $800 million over the last ten years has been
used to finance the purchase of Federal recreation lands --
over 1.5 million acres of land for Natioﬁal Parks, Wildlife
Refuges, Wilderness, and other recreational areas. $1.2 billion
has been channeled to States and local communities as matching
grants supporting the purchase of 1.4 million acres of land
and the development of 10,000 recreational projects.

With the increased authorization for the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, we estimate that over 6 million more acres
of land will be purchased and set aside for recreational
purposes through fiscal year 1989. Over the 25-year life of
the Fund, land in excess of the area of the States of
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts will have
been bought for Land and Water Fund recreational purposes.
This truly will be a heritage treasured by future generations.

In addition, S. 327 will establish the National Historic
Preservation Fund to provide matching Federal assistance to
State governments and private individuals for the acquisition

and preservation of important historic sites.
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What better way can there be, in this Bicentennial year,
to commemorate our Nation's rich history than to pledge to
preserve outstanding examples of it for future Americans? 1In
celebrating our Bicentennial this year, I and millions of
others have been inspired to reflect on our history and the
progress we have made. The National Historic Preservation
Fund will assure that our historic sites and structures will
continue to be available to provide this inspiration.

This preservation of historic sites and structures will
be achieved through a creative partnership between various
levels of government and the private sector. The Federal
Government will provide technical and financial assistance,
the States will plan the programs, and the bulk of the actual
preservation work will be done at the local level, by private
individuals. This is appropriate. The preservation movement
is a citizen's movement, an example of productive cooperation
among the Féderal, State, and local governments, and the
private sector. Government can nurture this movement, but
we must remember that it gains its greatest strength from the
individual pride in the nation's past.

Unfortﬁnately, S. 327 also provides for certain changes
in thé procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preser-
vation which would compromise Executive Branch functions. I
find these provisions unacceptable, as well as unnecessary to
the effective operation of the Advisory Council.

The first provision would require the concurrent sub-
mission of Advisory Council budget requests to Congress and
to the President. The second would require concurrent sub-
mission of the Advisory Council's legislative proposals.

Each requirement would make it difficult for me to develop
and present to the Congress coherent and coordinated budget

and legislative programs.
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We will submit to the Congress legislation which would
correct these provisions, and I will strongly urge its
passage during the first session of the next Congress.

In summary, I am pleased today to sign S. 327. With
my Bicentennial Land Heritage Program and S. 327, we will
have a program of which we can be proud. These two measures
will provide increased recreational opportunities for present
and future Americans, and will preserve for the future a great
treasure of natural areas and historic resources. 8. 327
provides the authorization for greatly accelerated land
acquisition and historic preservation efforts éssuringrthe
continued momentum of our national preservation program.
The Bicentennial Land Heritage Program will assure that
these resources are developed and maintained to the highest
standards. |

As America looks toward her third century, we draw
strength from our past. Our heritage of natural areas and
the remaining records of our cultural history provide a
reassuring sense of the direction from which we have come,
and a respite from the tensions of continuing progress. It
is essential that we preserve our natural areas and historic
resources in the face of progress. I pledge to do all I can

to further this goal.
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Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

Title II also changes the status of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation to become an
independent body. Established in 1966 to advise
the President and the Congress and to comment on
Federal activities affecting important historic
properties, the Advisory Council has been staffed
by the National Park Service.

The Council membership currently includes the
Secretaries of the Interlor, Housing and Urban
Development, Commerce, Treasury, Justice,
Transportation, Agriculture, the Smithsonian
Institution, the Administrator of General
Services Administration, the Chairman of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation, and
ten citizen members.

Under this Act, the membership will be expanded
to include: the Secretaries of State, Defense,
Health, Education, and Welfare, the Architect
of the Capitol, the Chairman of the Council on
Environmental Quality and the Chairman of the
Federal Council on the Arts and Humanities.

The President of the National Conference of
State Historic Preservation Officers will also
become a member in recognition of the partnership
relationship between the States and the Federal
government in implementing the national pre~
Servation program.

The Act further provides that the Council's
legislative recommendation, testimony, and
comments, as well as its budget requests, are
to be submitted concurrently to the President
and the Congress. The Advisory Council is
exempted from the provisions of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act.

International Preservation Activities

Consistent with the United States' commitment

to international preservation activities through
the World Heritage Convention, Title II re-
authorizes the participation of the United States
in the International Centre for the Study of

the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural
Property, located in Rome, Italy, and authorizes
up to $175,000 each year for this purpose through
1979.
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is a citizen's movement, an example of productive cooperation
among the Federal, State, and local governments, and the
private sector. Government can nurture this movement, but

we must remember that it gains its greatest strength from the
individual pride in the nation's past.

Unfortunately, S. 327 also provides for certain changes
in the procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preser-
vation which would compromise Executive Branch functions. I
find these provisions unacceptable, as well as unnecessary to
the effective operation of the Advisory Council.

The first provision would require the concurrent sub-
mission of Advisory Council budget requests to Congress and
to the President. The second would require concurrent sub-
mission of the Advisory Council's legislative proposals.
Each requirement would make it difficult for me to develop
and present to the Congress coherent and coordinated budget
and legislative programs.

We will submit to the Congress legislation which would
correct these provisions, and I will strongly urge its
passage during the first session of the next Congress.

In summary, I am pleased today to sign S. 327. With
my Blcentennial Land Heritage Program and S. 327, we will
have a program of which we can be proud. Thesz two measures
will provide increased recreational opportunities for present
and future Americans, and will preserve for the future a great
treasure of natural areas and historic resources. 8. 327
provides the authorization for greatly accelerated land
acqulsition and historic preservation efforts assuring the
continued momentum of our national preservation program.
The Bicentennial Land Heritage Program will assure that
these resources are developed and maintained to the highest
standards.

As America looks toward her third century, we draw
strength from our past. Our heritage of natural areas and
the remaining records of our cultural history provide a
reassuring sense of the direction from which we have come,
and a respite from the tensions of continuing progress. It
is essential that we preserve our natural areas and historic
resources in the face of progress. I pledge to do all I can
to further this goal.
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As we enter our third century of independence,
the American people have taken special pride in the
landmarks of our past. This new fund will ensure that
Americans who celebrate the Tricentennial will be able
to enjoy an even more complete celebration of our
nation's history.

I must say tHere are certain procedural require=-
ments in this bill to which I do object and for which I
will seek amendmehts in subsequent legislation. But, I
wholeheartedly arid enthusiastically endorse the basic
thrust and tHe purpose of this legislation to enhance our
quality of life, to enrich our treasure of natural beauty
and to preserve it as our heritage to coming generations
of Americd,

Therefore, I congratulate the Members of the
House and the Senate who have worked on this legislation
and the others who have participated. I am pleased and
very proud to have the opportunity of signing this bill
into law.

END (AT 11:33 A.M, EDT)





