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Remerks by Rep. Geraldk R. Ford, to be placaed in the Corg.Record
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Mr, Speaker, today I join with others of my colleagues in cormmemorating a
sad anniversary., It is now 33 years since the Sowviets invaded Lithuania, Latvia
and Esthonia and seized them by force of arms,

- Enlg
this tragedy occurred., Ws can t&koc elibymweds comfor%in he fact that the U.S.

wiorciole.
has never recognized the ﬂn§q5£ii amexation of Lithuania and the other Baltic

The Unitdd States and other freedom~loving nations oﬁ%‘ohe wrld stood by while

States intc the Soviet Union,

Now wa stand on tﬁe treshold of a2 new era of pesace. We are beginning taliks
that promise to build a foundation for improved relations betwean the U.S. and the
Soviet Union, But what of the Baltic Statss?

Lithnania feil under the yoke of Soviet dictatorship on June 15, 1940. Are
we now to forget that act of infamy? Nay, it must never ba szcczded to by the
Lithuanians themselves or by any of the freedom-loving peoples of the earth, It
is a horrible injustica which must one day be put right,

Today I voice my continuing surpori for the just efforts of Lithuamians
everywhebe to reestablish their country as an independent state and to free their
homeland from Rustian control,

It is my view that anv man who is dedicated to the principles of freedom and
justice and informs himseif of the manner in which the Sovist Union subjugated the
Lithuanian people cannot help but be tleir ally in a persistent siruggle to free
them,

I am not sumprised that Lithuanians consider themselvesﬁwbe trayed by the
agreement entered into Feb, 11, 1945, at Yalta by President Franklin D. Roosavelt,
Prims Minister Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin, There is no guestion that the
Yalta Agreement arpeared to mal the fate of all of the nations of Central and-
Eastern Europe. )

The Government of the United State s had clearly closed its eyes to aggression
by the Soviet Union &aftser fighting a bloody war to clsanse the world of aggression
by Nazi Germany and Japan,

Yot it ie a fact of historic importance that the United States has never recog-
nizad the walidity of the Russian ecc@pation of the Bzltic nations, And in this
thera is hope for Lithuanisns, Iatvians and Esthonians--and for the entirs world., It
means that the concept of fresdom still lives--that it can never be extinguished by
forcex of arms or the brutal suppression of a people. It means that there musi eemg 2
timé when the forces of freedom will rally to turn back the forces of darkne ss and
oppression. let us today lock to the future and pledge thét we will neveri;mfest un{%i
the Baltic States are once again free and® independent.###/i#
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