The original documents are located in Box D22, folder “Induction of Eight New Members,
Pro Football Hall of Fame, Canton, OH, August 5, 1967 of the Ford Congressional
Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



INDUCTION OF EIGHT NEW MEMBERS INTO THE PRO FOOTBALL

HALL OF FAME, 1 P.M., AUGUST 8, 1967, CANTON, OHIO

R. CHA!RMAN’ DISTINGUISHED EMBERS OF THE HALL OF FAME,
NEW MEBERS HONORED HERE TODAY’ AND LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

WE ARE GATHERED HERE BECAUSE WE LOVE FDOTBALL, BECAUSE
WE ADMIRE THE “EN WHO HAVE MADE PRO FOOTBALL ONE OF THE
GREATEST OF SPORTS AND 3ECAUSE WE BELIEVE FOOTSBALL HAS MADE A
SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO A BETTER AMERICA.

| UNDERSTAND FROM DICK MECANN THAT | WAS SELECTED TO
MAKE THESE CONCLUDING REMARKS BECAUSE LONG AGO | HAD SOME
EXPOSURE TO FOOTBALL' BOTH AS A PLAYER AND AS COACH. OF
COURSE, THAT WAS BACK WHEN THE BALL WAS ROUND. AND | DON’T
ADVERTISE THE FACT THAT THE YEAR | WAS SELECTED AS MOST
VALUABLE PLAYER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MlCHlGAN’ WE WON ONLY
ONE GAME AND LOST SEVEN.

THAT WAS A TIME’ TDO’ WHEN RUN-OF -THE-MILL LINEVENLIKE

Digitized from Box D22 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library




































1963 Enshrinement - The Dedication - U. S. Senator Frank J. Lausche

Mr. Considine, distinguished guests of honor, citizens of Stark €ounty and its environs
and those visiting fro m distant parts of our country ---

I, of course, am pleased to be with you today while in these beautiful grounds you haveg
listened to the descriptions of the great contributions made by the football greats of our
country. I am so pleased that the National Football League finally determined to choose
Canton which was the birth place of football for the establishment of this Hall of Fame.
Jim Thorpe spent his younger days in this land and this area. I watched him play
football and it was through Jim Thorpe that I received one of the compliments about which
I have been proud ever since. In 1952 the citizens of Canton gave a testimonial dinner

in honor of Jim Thorpe. I was the governor of the State and I was invited to participate.

I drove in from Columbus and there were people standing in front of the hotel and as I
left the car and went to the entrance, one gentleman stepped up and put out his hands and
he says, "Jim, welcome back home.'" (laughter) We have, ladies and gentlemen, pride
in the achievements of these men who are honored here today. We recognize the thrills
which they gave us on the football field. Frequently as I've watched them play I wonder
about the strength of their bodies, the quickness of the mind and the lightening speed with
which the muscles respond to the dictation of the mind. I marveled and I know that our
youth, as it sees these men of strength and good mind and quickness of action move
lightening-like down the field, they wonder and they hope that they might in some way
resempble them. But I think as we dedicate this Football Hall of Fame today the spirit
that dominates embraces more than these qualities about which I have just spoken. These

men were not chosen merely because they were athletes --- they possessed qualities which
we want, 1{_@? iging) in the citizens of our cmuntry, %gi reflected in the character and the

spirit of our nation. They were chosen,cfi-eewrsey in part because of their athletic ability
Buf, ladiesand-gentlemen..the main reason that they were honored 'here today is that they
possess qqali)jies of basic virtue ---- qualities which we know that our country cannot
survive fx %¥hose virtues reside with our people. The Football Hall of Fame has come
to Canton. Canton in my judgment has rightfully been chosen as the situs of that institution,
and I would be amiss unless I paid commendations today to the civic leaders of Canton, the
citizenry of Canton for the drive which they exhibited in bringing this institiion to these
hills in south and eastern Ohio. That $400, 000 dollars was provided by contributiohs
given willingly and voluntarily, partly, of course, to make Canton the center of the fooibaiil
world but on the main, ladies and gentlemen, on the basis of wanting to show that Canton
1as a character, that Canton has an alert citizenship. There are other places in the country
that would like to have had this establishment. It did not go to them, but I feel rather
certain that the areas that were disappointed will be glad in the knowledge that eventually
out of the good that comes from this institution there will likewise come good ta the nation
as a whole. Now I wondered to myself to whom should the Hall of Fame be dedicated.
" Should it be dedicated to the honor of the football players and the managers and those who
promoted the game? Should it be dedicated to the honor of those citizens who gave of
their money for its establishment? My answer to those two questions was no. ,We
dediegte this Hall of Football Fame to the fallen heroes of our country, to those who
Sacriliced for the preservation of our nation, to those who individually and through their
families gave of themselves so that the athletics which contribute so much o the
building of character can move on gloriously and honorably, attended by the strains of
tHe National Anthem, the inviting colors of the flag flying over our heads. It ig fo those
Jnen and women that this Hall of Fame is dedicated. We're grateful to them, their
contributions for us and for our country shall never be forgotten. It's now my privilege
ladies and gentlemen, to present this Hall of Fame to Mr. Rozelle of the footba}l wor)d,
and I ask him now to take charge.
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1963 Enshrinement - The Acceptance - NFL. Commissioner Pete Rozelle

Senator Lausche, distinguished guests, football fans of Canton---

The dreams, faith, dedication of many men over the last half century made today

possible. You have heard from and about those having made the major contributions.

It should be very clear from their remarks just how meaningful this Hall of Fame

facility is for professional football. Sitting here listening, seeing the ceremonies,

I became both frightened and embarrassed when I thought that were it not for the

tenacity of the business leaders and citizens of Canton many years could have passed before
we would have had the opportunity to honor those who have played such a tremendous part
in making professional football what it is today. So on behalf of everyone associated with
professional football, past and present, I would like to extend our appreciation for the
magnificent job the business leaders and citizens of Canton have done in achieving just
exactly what they set out to do, developing a warm, living memorijal to professional
football. We all sincerely hope that in the months and years to come the hundreds of
thousands, millions of guests coming to Canton from throughout the United States

and visiting this magnificent Hall of Fame facility will have one fraction of the appreciation
and enjoyment for it that all of us hold in professional football. Thank you.




1964 Enshrinement - The Concluding Remarks - Governor James A. Rhodes

Mr. Chairman, the distinguished members of the Hall of Fame---

Athletics has done more for the cause of America except religion, and we're here today
to honor men who have blazed the path, made it possible for football to be what it is today.
I have one request. I would like for you to arise and give these men a Canton standing
ovation. Let's give them a big hand, the biggest hand they've ever had. (applause)

All of America have their eyes on this city, on this given day because you have
exemplified through your Hall of Fame that you're taking your place among the great
cities of America. Congratulation, keep working, and we want one million people to visit
the Hall of Fame in the year 1965. Thank you.




1965 Enshrinement - Telegram from NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle

Please extend warmest congratulations to new Hall of Fame members and deep
appreciation for entire National Football League for their major roles in building
League to its present status. Signed, Pete Rozelle.

1965 Enshrinement - The Concluding Remarks - Governor James A. Rhodes

Mr. Chairman, the great authors who have written football history for America ---
Ohio today resides and lives in the reflected glory of these great men. Canton is the
capitol of the professional football world, and I know that I speak for ten and a half_
million people in this State when we say that this Hall of Fame has made an indelible
-imprint upon the minds of all sport fans of America. These are our jewels. I want to
congratulate and compliment the recipients here today honored and hope they return for
future ceremonies in this great State. These men have pioneered the paths; they have
'blazeg the frails of Tootball; and as I said at the outset, they are the authors of football

A h1story in America. Congratulations, God blegss each and everyone.

W ————




1966 Enshrinement - The Concluding Remarks - NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle

Thank you. On behalf of the League, rather Leagues, I guess it is now, first to the men
being enshrined today and those who have previously enshrined in the Hall of Fame for
the major role they played in making professional football what it is today; then thank you
to you people of Canton, particularly Mr. William Umstattd, for your support and
infectious enthusiasm in making this annual ceremony and this facility something which
all of us in professional football can take such great pride and which elevates our stature
to such a tremendous extent. Thank you.



A SPEECH BY REP. GERALD R, FORD, R-MICH.

AT INDUCTION OF EIGHT NEW MEMBERS
INTO THE PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME

1 P.M. SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 1967, AT CANTON, OHIO

Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Hall of Fame, new members honored
here today, and ladies and gentlemen:

We are gathered here because we love football, because we admire the men who
have made pro football one of the greatest of sports and because we believe
foctball has made a substantial contribution to a better America.

I understand from Dick McCann that I was selected to make these concluding
remarks because long ago I had some exposure to football, both as a player and
a coach., Of course, that was back when the ball was round. And I don't advertise
the fact that the year I was selected as Most Valuable Player at the University
of Michigan, we won only one game and lost seven.

That was a time, too, when run-of-the-mill linemen like me who turned "pro"
got $200 a game, which is what Curley Lambeau of the Packers and Potsy Clarke of
the Detroit Lions offered me in 1935, For the record, I probably wasn't worth
even that much,

But these coaches know what they're doing. You take Paul Brown, for instance,
one of the men we are honoring here today. When Paul was coaching, he had the
door to his office cut to a certain width--just wide enough so that a fellow with
the shoulders the size of mine would have to kind of squeeze his way through to
get in., And Paul had a sign on the door, a notice to all prospective new members
of his team, that read: "If you can't get through this door without coming in
sideways, don't bother."

Well, that's a bit of fiction, of course. The facts are that it helps to
be physically big in pro football but it's even more important to be big in other
ways=-to have desire and the will to win.

Among the reasons I am proud of football is that individuals are judged on
their ability in the broadest sense. It makes no difference whether your father
came from Poland, Italy, Ireland, or the cotton fields in Alabama. It's not the
way your name is spelled or how it's pronounced that counts. It's the uniform
and the man inside it.

In politics it may help if you happen to have the same name as that of a
famous make of automobile. Perhaps it doesn't hurt if a big advertiser throws
around slogans like, "There's A Ford In Your Future," "Ford Has A Better Idea,"

(more)
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and "You're Ahead With A Ford." On the gridiron it's different and it should be.
Merit alone is the standard.

It was my privilege to be on the program when this magnificent Pro Football
Hall of Fame was dedicated in 1963, IAfelt then and I feel now that this place
is truly a symboi of the greatness of America--the America that has become great
not in spite of the diversity of its peoples and the far-flung nature of their
origing but because of it,

This is the Pro Football Hall of Fame where today we have conferred a
cherished honor on eight leaders who have reached a pinnacle--men whose names
have been added to the roster of other outstanding athletes--citizens who have
done so much for the game and America.

The names of our eight new inductees are shining names--names of men who
have brought special luster to pro football and to the entire world of sport.
More than that, their names speak of the spirit of America, the spirit that built
this country, made it mightier than any other Nation and instilled the hope of
freedom in the breasts of men throughout the world.

I say that this place is a symbol of greatness because on the playing field,
in sports more than in any other competitive arena, ability and desire are the
chief ingredients of success.

Football has opened more doors for good, hard-working capable Americans than
any other activity,

In pro football, it makes no difference what the color of a man's skin is.
It is particularly appropriate that today we honor a great representative of his
race, Emlen Tunnell.

It makes no difference what a man's ethnic background is--whether his name is
Ken Clark or Chuck Bednarik, Bobby Layne or Joe Stydahar, Reeves or Bidwill,
Brown or Strong. It matters not whether his father was a coal miner or an execu-~
tive. What counts is whether he has the stuff. And that is the way it should
be all over America, no matter what the game and who the players.

We are all painfully aware of the civil disorders that have devastated some

of our great cities in recent weeks. We have a long way to go before we can

point with pride in other areas to the kind of maturity we have achieved in pro

football, By any standard on the broadest basis we have gggg a long way, too.

This we should remember lest we tear down instead of continuing to build America.
It is so easy to forget that in our history various minorities have endured

muich before they have won recognition and acceptance.
{more)
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The Irish were scorned and discriminated against when they flooded into
America as immigrants in the first half of the 18th century. Immigrants from
other lands, who followed the Irish, also suffered at the hands of "'Americans"
who were already firmly settled in this country.

The Irish are perhaps the only people in America who were so hated that a
political party, the Know Nothings, was formed to fight them. But you can't
beat the Irish, of course, and that's how we came to have the Fighting Irish of
Notre Dame--not to mention Fordham, Holy Cross, Villanova, St. Louis University,
Catholic University and Georgetown.

The Irish were good football players and that helped. They really didn't
have to establish Notre Dame in order to find a place to play because the standard
in athletics has been one's ability.

Even more so in professional football, color and ethnic origin are of no
consequence. That is why America should salute the Pro Football Hall of Fame,
the people of Canton, Ohio, and everyone else who helped to make this Hall of Fame
possible.

I have chosen to emphasize this point today because I have tremendous faith
in the people of America--the people who have sent 11 Polish-Americans, 15 Italian-
Americans and six Negroes to the 90th Congress, including the first Negro elected
to the United States Senate since the Reconstruction Period. America is going to
move ahead despite the tragic occurrences of recent days.

I speak of this now because as we stand here in this Pro Football Hall of
Fame, we are mindful that the men we have honored in the past and the men we pay
tribute to today are symbols of the kind of America we want our country to be.

They possess the kind of qualities that are built into men on the playing field, the
kind of strength that made Army's Lonely End, Capt. Bill Carpenter, call for fire
on his own position in Vietnam when that position was overrun by the enemy.

What every American desperately wants is the opportunity to earn by his own
ability and his own strength his own way in the world. That we have achieved on
the pro football field. God help us to realize that goal in every other field of
endeavor.

I congratulate each of you who have been inducted into the Pro Football Hall
of Fame today not only because you are fully deserving of the honor but because in
towns throughout the country little boys will look at you and say to themselves, 'I
want to be like him when I grow up. I'm going to make it on my own.'

I congratulate you, too, because in earning this honor despite your diverse

backgrounds you are telling the world, "Our Nation is one people and we intend to

keep it that way." Thank you.

i



A SPEECH BY REP. GERALD R, FORD, R~MICH.

AT INDUCTION OF EIGHT NEW MEMBERS
INTO THE PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME

1 P.M. SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 1967, AT CANTON, OHIO

Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Hall of Fame, new members honored
here today, and ladies and gentlemen:

We are gathered here because we love football, because we admire the men who
have made pro football one of the greatest of sports and because we believe
football has made a substantial contribution to a better America.

I understand from Dick McCann that I was selected to make these concluding
remarks because long ago I had some exposure to football, both as a player and
a coach, Of course, that was back when the ball was round. And I don't advertise
the fact that the year I was selected as Most Valuable Player at the University
of Michigan, we won only one game and lost seven.

That was a time, too, when run~of-the-mill linemen like me who turned 'pro"
got $200 a game, which is what Curley Lambeau of the Packers and Potsy Clarke of
the Detroit Lions offered me in 1935, For the record, I probably wasn't worth
even that much.

But these coaches know what they're doing. You take Paul Brown, for instance,
one of the men we are honoring here today. When Paul was coaching, he had the
door to his office cut to a certain width-~just wide enough so that a fellow with
the shoulders the size of mine would have to kind of squeeze his way through to
get in, And Paul had a sign on the door, a notice to all prospective new members
of his team, that read: "If you can't get through this door without coming in
sideways, don't bother."

Well, that's a bit of fiction, of course. The facts are that it helps to
be physically big in pro football but it's even more important to be big in other
ways~~to have desire and the will to win.

Among the reasons I am proud of football is that individuvals are judged on
their ability in the broadest sense. It makes no difference whether your father
came from Poland, Italy, Ireland, or the cotton fields in Alabama. It's not the
way your name is spelled or how it's pronounced that counts, It's the uniform
and the man inside it.

In politics it may help if you happen to have the same name as that of a
famous make of automobile. Perhaps it doesn't hurt if a big advertiser throws
around slogans like, "There's A Ford In Your Future,”" "Ford Has A Better Idea,"
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and "You're Ahead With A Ford." On the gridiron it's different and it should be.
Merit alone is the standard.

It was my privilege to be on the program when this magnificent Pro Football
Hall of Fame was dedicated in 1963. I felt then and I feel now that this place
is truly a symbol of the greatness of America--the America that has become great
not in spite of the diversity of its peoples and the far-flung nature of their
origins but because of it,

This is the Pro Football Hall of Fame where today we have conferred a
cherished honor on eight leaders who have reached a pinnacle--men whose names
have been added to the roster of other outstanding athletes--citizens who have
done so much for the game and America.

The names of our eight new inductees are shining names--names of men who
have brought special luster to pro football and to the entire world of sport.
More than that, their names speak of the spirit of America, the spirit that built
this country, made it mightier than any other Nation and instilled the hope of
freedom in the breasts of men throughout the world.

I say that this place is a symbol of greatness because on the playing field,
in sports more than in any other competitive arena, ability and desire are the
chief ingredients of success.

Football has opened more doors for good, hard-working capable Americans than
any other activity.

In pro football, it makes no difference what the color of a man's skin is.
It is particularly appropriate that today we honor a great representative of his
race, Emlen Tunnell.

It makes no difference what & man's ethnic background is--whether his name is
Ken Clark or Chuck Bednarik, Bobby Layne or Joe Stydahar, Reeves or Bidwill,
Brown or Strong. It matters not whether his father was a coal miner or an execu-
tive. What counts is whether he has the stuff. And that is the way it should:
be all over America, no matter what the game and who the players.

We are all painfully aware of the civil disorders that have devastated some

of our great cities in recent weeks. We have a long way to go before we can

point with gride in other areas to the kind of maturity we have achieved in pro

football., By any etandard)on the broadest basis)we have come a long way, too.

This we should remember lest we tear down instead of continuing to build America.
It is so easy to forget that in our history various minorities have endured

much before they have won recognition and acceptance.
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The Irish were scorned and discriminated against when they flooded into
America as immigrants in the first half of the 18th century. Immigrants from
other lands, who followed the Irish, also suffered at the hands of "Americans"
who were already firmly settled in this country.

The Irish are perhaps the only peoéle in America who were so hated that a
political party, the Know Nothings, was formed to fight them. But you can't
beat the Irish, of course, and that's how we came to have the Fighting Irish of
Notre Dame-=-not to mention Fordham, Holy Cross, Villanova, St. Louis University,
Catholic University and Georgetown.

The Irish were good football players and that helped., They really didn't
have to establish Notre Dame in order to find a place to play because the standazd
in athletics has been one's ability.

Even more so in professional football, color and ethnic origin are of no
consequence, That is why America should salute the Pro Football Hall of Fame,
the people of Canton, Ohio, and everyone else who helped to make this Hall of Fame
possible.

I have chosen to emphasize this point today because I have tremendous faith
in the people of America=~~the people who have sent 11 Polish-Americans, 15 Italian-
Americans and six Negroes to the 90th Congress, including the first Negro elected

to the United States Senate since the Reconstruction Period. America is going to

move ahead despite the tragic occurrences of recent days, k

I speak of this now because as we stand here in this Pro Football Hall of
Fame, we are mindful that the men we have honored in the past and the men we pay
tribute to today are symbols of the kind of America we want our country to be.
They possess the kind of qualities that are built into men on the playing field, the
kind of strength that made Army's Lonely End, Capt. Bill Carpenter, call for fire
on his own position in Vietnam when that position was overrun by the enemy.

What every American desperately wants is the opportunity to earn by his own
ability and his own strength his own way in the world. That we have achieved on
the pro football field. God help us to realize that goal in every other field of
endeavor.

I congratulate each of you who have been inducted into the Pro Football Hall
of Fame today not only because you are fully deserving of the honor but because in
towns throughout the country little boys will look at you and say to themselves, "I
want to be like him when I grow up. I'm going to make it on my own."

I congratulate you, too, because in earning this honor despite your diverse

backgrounds you are telling the world, "Our Nation is one people and we intend to

keep it that way." Thank you.
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PRIS— RELEASE

NATIONAL PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR | CANTON. OHIO [ (216) 456-8207

SKETCHES CF EIGHT NEW MEMBEKS OF PRO FOOTBALL'S HALL CF FAME

CHARLES PHILIP (CHUCK(%EDNAR!K/\ (b. May 1, 1925, Bethlehem, Pa.), center
and linebacker, Philadelphia™¥agles, 1949-62. All-Pro lineman nine times. In 12th
season played amazing 394 1/2 minutes both ways plus 58 minutes in 1960 World
Championship victory over Green Bay. Missed only three of 161 games. College:
Pennsylvania, '49. Occupation: Concrete salesman and sportscaster. Residence:
Abington, Pa. (suburban Philadelphia).

CHARLES WILLIAM BIDWILL (b. Sept. 16, 1895; d. April 19, 1947, in Chicago,
I11.), Owner, Chicago Cardinals (now St. Louis), 1933-47. Served in U.S. Naval
Intelligence in World War 1. Former assistant city prosecutor in Chicago. Left
law practice to head national printing firm. Part-owner of Bears before buying
Cardinals. Large race-track interests as managing director of Hawthorne, presi~’
dent of Sportsman's Park. College: Loyola, '16.

PAUL E, BROWN (b. Sept. 7, 1908, in Norwalk, O.), coach, Cleveland Browns,
1946-62. Attracted national attention as coach of his old high school, Massillon, O.
with six consecutive state titles (1935-40). Won 58, lost only 1 in that stretch.
Captured all four All-America Conference championships, six straight NFL Eastern
titles, three World crowns. College: Miami of Ohio, '30. Occupation: Vice-
President, Cleveland Browns. Residence: LaJolla, Calif.

ROBERT A. (BOBBY) LAYNE (b. Dec.19, 1926, Santa Ana, Tex.), quarterback,
Chicago Bears, 1948; New York Bulldogs, 1949; Detroit Lions, 1950-58; Pittsburgh
Steelers, 1958-62. Led Lions to four division, three World Championships. Taught
players every minute has 60 seconds as he made The Clock a 12th teammate. Coll
College: Texas, '48. Occupation: Investment broker (scout for Dallas Cowboys).
Residence: Lubbock, Texas.

DANIEL F. REEVES (b. June 30, 1912, New York City), founder, Los Angeles

- Rams. Bought Cleveland franchise in 1941 before entering Air Force in World War
II. Won World Championship in 1945, promptly moved team to Los Angeles against
great odds and league opposition. Brought Pete Rozelle into football as publicity
man, then general manager. College: Georgetown, '33. Occupation: Stock broker
and Rams' president. Residence: Los Angeles, Calif.

KEN STRONG (b. August 6, 1906, West Haven, Conn.), halfback, Staten Island
Stapletons, 1929-32; New York Giants, 1933-35; New York Yankees (old American
League), 1936-37; Giants, 1939, 1944-47. Still Giants' all-time scorer with 351
points. Scored 17 in famous World Championship ""sneaker game' against Bears in
1934. College: New York U., '29. Occupation: Manufacturer's Representative.
Residence: Bayside, New York. .

JOSEP]@;?:W (b. March 3, 1912, Kaylor, Pa.), tackle, Chicago Bears,
1936-42, -46. All-Pro four straight seasons, 1937-40. Member of six
division, three World Champions. Served three years as Navy gunnery officer.
Head coach of Rams two seasons, winning Western title both years (1950-51) and
World Championship once (1951). College: West Virginia, '36. Occupation:

Salesman. Residence: Glencoe, Ill.

@_@E&E (b. March 29, 1925, Bryn Mawr, Pa.), halfback, New York
Giants, 1 7 Green Bay Packers, 1959-61. Ignored in draft, asked for tryout.
Set records for interceptions (79 for 1,282 yards) and punt returns (258 for 2, 209
yards). In 1951, returned four kicks for TDs. In 1952-53, out-gained offensive
teammates with runbacks of kicks, interceptions. College: Toledo and Iowa.

Occupation: Giants' assistant coach. Residence: Philadelphia, Pa.
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