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REPUBLICAN GALA REMARKS--JUNE 7, 1966

Thank you very much, Dick.

Betty and 1 are very happy to be here with you tonight. We're most
flattered, but also embarrassed by all this fuss and attention.

Katurally it is great to be introduced by Dick Nixon., I know of no one
who has traveled farther or worked harder to help slect Republican candidates
to Congress over the years than Dick Nixon. We are all most grateful for
this unselfish effort.

But, I should warn you, Dieck, that you may be sabout to lose your title.

As 1 go around the country, people keep telling me that the man who is
doing the most to help elect Republicans this November is none other than
Lyndon B. Johnson!

After the dazsling introduction Dick has given me, I can hardly wait
to hear vhat I am going to say. Most after-dinner spesakers, including myself,
need no introduction~-just a quick ending---and you will be glad to know
I've arranged for that.

I am most grateful for this recognition tomnight, but all here are
honored guests--aspecially the donors. Lgt me assure you that all of my
Republican colleagues with the help and assistance of the contributors will
be marching shoulder teo shoulder for the next five months to prove that our
gela ticket printer is a prophet.

I don't know how closely you examined your ticket for this affair, but
I am listed on them as the "House Majority Leader." I spologize to my goed
friend Carl Albert for this premature disclosure of any long-range plans.
But I confess it would be nice to join my distinguished colleagues Spesker
Joe Martin snd Charlie Halleck in having the pleasure of leading a
Republican majority as well as the loyal opposition.

(MORE)



GALA REMARKS

I hope all of you are thoroughly enjoying the evening. By this time
I suspect the Gala is developing a bit of a glow.

That reminds me of a former congressman 1 knew long ago when Washington
was a really hard-drinking town. This éongrcu-ln had helped to give
Washington its reputation as a place vhere liquor, good and bad, was consumed
in quentities. When the old boy was on his deathbed, he said feebly to a
friend of his: "Jim, bring me a glass of water. Before he dies, a man ought
to be reconciled with his enemies.”

Seriously though, since winaing this new job in January 1965 by the
landslide margin of 73-67 I have made some progress at least at home. My
v‘ﬂc Betty actually has come to like these new responsibilities. There was
& time when she was like the wife of a candidate I know who ran for office
and was defeated. After the election he put an ad in the local newspaper
that read: ™I want to thank everyone who voted for me, and my wife thanks
everyone who didn't."

Let me pay tribute to all of my House Republican ¢colleagues and to
their understanding wives who sit so patiently many a late evening while
our skeletonized ranks try to stop the White House steamroller.

& special salute also to the members of the Republican Congressional
Comnittee and {ts most able chairman, Bob Wilson. This is the hundredth
birthday snniversary of the Congressional Committee. It has survived from
the first Johnson Administration over a hundred years ago to the second,
many hope the last with the L.B.J. brand.

We hopp the Committee will go on doing its fine job forever.

Bob Wilson's most understanding wife Jean is here, and the wives of several
other previous chairmen may also be present! I think it {s appropriate to

give them a fine hand.
(MORE)
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GALA REMARKS

We also owe a specisl vote of thanks to Ollie Bolton and Lang Washburn
who have worked tirelessly to make this Gala rally gala.

Happy Birthday, Beb, and to the Republican Congressional Committee-~
many happy returns come November 8. ;

And now I am going to make you a promise, one that I think will turn
out to bas prophetic. This is going to be 2 year l.publieanl will never

forget, because {t is going to bs the yesr of the elephant. I thank you all.

tee



EXPUBLICAN GALA KOMAKK]--JUNE 7, 1966

Thank you very much, Disk,

Betty snd I are very happy te be here with you teaight. We're mest
flattered, but aleo smbarrassed by all this fuss asd atteatien. :

Neturelly it is grest to be introdused by Disk Ninea. I knew of ne ome
vhe has traveled farther or werked havder to help elect Republisen condidstes
te Coungress over the yeers tham Diek Nimsa. We ere o1l mest greteful fer
this unselfish effort.

But, 1 should wearn you, Disk, that you mey be sbeut to lose ysur title.

As I go sround the country, pecple heep telling me that the men who {s
doing the wost to help eleet Republicans this Novewber is nome other thea
Lynden 3. Johason! . _

After the dazsling intredustion Dick has givem me, 1 can hardly wait
to hear vhat I sm goimg to say. DJMost after-dimner lpuhy-. including wmyself,
noed no {atredugctica--just & quick onding---and you will h gled to know
T've arranged for that. '

Ien u‘t’ﬁ“}num for this resogaitien tonight, but all hers are
heasred guests--especially the domors. Llet me sssure yeu that all of wy
Repudlican collesgues with the help end sssistance of the eemtributers vill
be marching shoulder to sheulder for the mext five monthe to prove thet ouwr
gala ticket printer is a prephet.

I don't know how closely you exsuined your tiecket for this affeir, but
1 am listed oa them 2s the "NHouse Msjerity Lesder.” I espologisze to my geed
friend Carl Albert for this premesture disslosure of eny lomng-range plens.
But I c'ontou it would be mnige to joim my distiaguished collesgues Spesker
Joe Martin snd Charlie Halleek {n having the 'plunn of lesding a

Repudblicen majority as well as the loysl oppositiea.



GALS REMARKS

I hope sll of you are thoroughly enjoying the evening. By this time
1 suspect the Cala {s developing a bit of a glow.

That reminds me of & former congressman 1 knev long ago when Washingtom
wes & really hard-drinking towa. This congressmen had helped to give
Washington its reputation as s place .ﬂun liquor, goed and bad, was consumed
in quentities. When the old boy wes on his desthbed, he said feebly to a
friend of his: "Jim, bring me a glass of water. Before he dl;q. & men ought
to be reconciled with his enemies.” s’

Seriously though, since winaing this new job in January 1963 by the
landslide margin of 73-67 I have made some progress at least at home. My
vife Betty sctually has come to like these new responsidilities. There was
8 time when she was like the wife of & candidate I know who ran for office
and was defeated. After the election he put an ad in the local newvspaper
thet read: "I vem: to thank everyone who voted for me, and my wife thanks
everyone who didn't.”

lLet ms pay tribute to all of my House Republican colleagues and te
their understanding wives who sit so patiently many s late evening while
our skeletonized renks try to stop the White House steamroller.

4 special salute aleo to the members of the Repudblican Congressionsl
ComnfiLilee and {ts most able chal{rman, Bodb Wilson. This is the hundredth
birthday snniversary of the Congressional Comrdittee. It has survived from
the first Johnson Adain{stration over a hundred years sgo to the second,
many hope the last with the L.3,J. brand,

We hopp the Committee will go on doing its fine job forever.

Bob Wilson's most understanding wife Jean is here, and the wives of several
other previows chairmen may also be present! 1 think it {s appropriate to

give them 2 fine hand.
(MORR)
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We also owe 8 speciel vote of thanks to Ollie Bolton and Lamg Washburn
who have worked tirelessly to -lh this Gala rally gala.

Rappy Birthday, Bodb, and te the Republican Comgressional Committee--
msry héppy returns coms Novesber 8.

And now 1 em going te make you . promise, one that I thisk will tuzas
out to be prophetic. This {s goelnmg to be & year lop-buen.a wvill mever
ferget, because it 1s going te be the year of the elephsat. I thank you all,

-}

sod





