The original documents are located in Box D14, folder “Military Costs, March 13, 1951 of
the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford
Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



GREALD R, FOND, JR, - MICHTOAE
mele us realise tlet inflation ce well ca Comsmmist aggression 1a dormeging
sur nationsl seourlty. Tn Jaumwsy of this yecr Iresident Trwman in his bud-
pet nocsage told the country the imited States could get alemg with 41 willen
salt for even o lerger militsay dudget in flscal 1952,
the cost of wenpons rises. Tor exmmple, the Ammy is now paying 250,000
for a heavy amti-eirewsft g thot cost 1160,000 tefore the Foyesn wor
ey,

A recent Vowy direotive to "all hands® {llustzutes the problem mere
vividly, The clothing costs for ome enlisted =en have Jmped frem 118,00
to 0294,75. Tlanhets lnve scomed frem 56.00 %o 20,00,

4% the end of Vorld e IT & fMghter plane cost 53,000, Now our
ha&”mi

The offeet of this inflationary yrice incrense is dewastating Wb
on onyr military olane and our domestic scomomy, The military sppropriations
of 1950 and thoss now prosesed will buy fir less S wns originslly con-
temslated. In effeet, inflation Yy inerecaling the oot of guns, planes
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end skdpa, hes decressed owr military strength jJust as the Chinsse
Commmdsts have done in the Foresn wtalemato.

Tt ie obvious the United States mst overcome the dangers of in-
flation 4f ve ave to vin the leng ull asminet the Xreslin, 'dlitarily
tie nation is styenger now than 1t wves ien the Fowean 'sr started, even
though wo lmwe 9,000 cceuslties ond losses in ecuiyment, ut domestically,
Yoaruse of inflation, ve ave f9 bed shape., Our fighting nan in FNoren lave
valisntly oot the Commmists en the fiold of 'nttle and hawe 'een success-
ful despite the restrictions imposed om GCencral HaeArtiur Yy the Depurtnent
of Jtzte end the 'Mdte flowse. A% the came time the top adminlstretion
turesncrats and policy malzers do littlo %o atem the tlde of inflaton,

e Precident’s cutrageous 90 Mlllom dollar Budget is ome of seversl
tosie ecuses of inflation, Ris tmiget doos mot cxll for any "tighteming®
of the govermmont's belt., The Cenmgrens, Femwblicuns and Democruls alike,
mst sosume the Job of redueing government exponses in an all-out effort
to steve off further inflation,

In addition, the President mmst malw full snd offective use of the
Uefonse Production sct which Concress enueted ia Septenter of 1990, The
‘hite House hus lad the necoasary suthority to "hold the line" for the
inst six months wvithout results, This dolay has alresdy cost the taxpegers
reny =illions and if the ampling contimues conditions are bound to e
woroe, Tor the defense of imerice styong and effociive action on the
Tone front” is long overdwe, The tools sre and have Yeen awilatle,
when can the puhlic expest action?






