
The original documents are located in Box D5, folder “Ford Press Releases, March - June 
1973” of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. 

Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
Tuesday, Harch 6, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

House Republican Leader Gerald R. Ford today joined Secretary 

of State William Rogers in urging that the Palestinian terrorists 

who murdered two American diplomats be executed. 

Ford said: "Just as I believe capital punishment is the 

appropriate penalty for first-degree murder in the United States, 

so, too, I believe the Palestinian terrorists who killed Ambassador 

Cleo Noel and his deputy should pay the extreme penalty. I am 

pleased to learn that the Foreign Minister of the Sudan has denied 

reports of a deal between the terrorists and the Sudanese government 

guaranteeing them immunity from c.apital charges. 

"If the terrorists are found guilty on murder charges and 

are executed, it is entirely possible that this may serve to 

discourage a repetition of such incidents in the future. A heinous 

crime that goes without proper punishment encourages the commission 

of more such crimes." 

Digitized from Box D5 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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of State William Rogers in urging that the Palestinian terrorists 

who murdered two American diplomats be executed. 

Ford said: "Just as I believe capital punishment is the 

appropriate penalty for first-degree murder in the United States, 

so, too, I believe the Palestinian terrorists who killed Ambassador 

Cleo Noel and his deputy should pay the extreme penalty. I am 

pleased to learn that the Foreign Minister of the Sudan has denied 

reports of a deal between the terrorists and the Sudanese government 

guaranteeing them immunity from capital charges. 

"If the terrorists are found guilty on murder charges and 

are executed, it is entirely possible that this may serve to 

discourage a repetition of such incidents in the future. A heinous 

crime that goes without proper punishment encourages the commission 

of more such crimes." 
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CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

NEWS 
RELEASE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR I!vlMEDIATE RELEASE-
Wednesday, March 7, 1973 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

I applaud the decision of the Cost of Living Council to impose 

price controls on the largest oil companies. 

This action, the first of its kind to be taken since Phase III 

was inaugurated, should convince even the most skeptical that the 

Administration means business with Phase III and that Phase III will 

have teeth in it. 

As for this particular price control decision, the impact of 

petroleum product price increases is so far-reaching that the 

imposition of price controls on this industry is unquestionably 

justified. 
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price controls on the largest oil companies. 

This action, the first of its kind to be taken since Phase III 

was inaugurated, should convince even the most skeptical that the 
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imposition of price controls on this industry is unquestionably 

justified. 

f} # # 



At OfFlCf CO'?-/ 

CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
NEWS 
RELEASE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
Wednesday, March 7, 1973 

Election of a Republican to Alaska's one congressional seat in 

this "non-election year" of 1973 has, I think, deep significance. 

I view State Sen. Don Young's victory in the Alaska balloting 

as an endorsement by Alaskans of the policies President Nixon has 

pursued since the start of his second term--his attempts to hold back 

Federal spending to avoid a tax increase or a fresh surge of 

inflation. 

The Republican victory in Alaska is especially noteworthy in 

view of the fact that Democrats outnumber Republicans nearly two to 

one by registration in Alaska. The results indicate an 

independent-minded vote in Alaska and a tendency of independents 

to favor the policies of President Nixon. 

While I hesitate to draw any further conclusions from this 

one election as concerns 1974, it is entirely possible that the 

Alaska outcome portends a general upturn in Republican fortunes at 

the polls. 
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--FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON-
Wednesday, March 14, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Congressman Gerald R. Ford announced today he has sent American flags 

commemorating the signing of the Vietnam Peace Guarantee Agreement to each mayor 

and village president in the Fifth District. 

A total of 27 flags were mailed. The flags were flown over the Capitol on 

the day the peace guarantee agreement was signed, March 2. The flags are to be a 

symbolic link between Ford's constituents and the peace guarantee agreement. 

"I had the great privilege of attending the formal signing in Paris of the 

Vietnam Peace Guarantee Agreement," Ford said. "As I watched Secretary of State 

Rogers sign on behalf of the United States, I felt that I was representing all 

Americans who have prayed so long and earnestly for an honorable peace, and most 

particularly the people of the Fifth District of Michigan who made it possible for 

me to witness this impressive ceremony. I hope the flags will inspire the same 

feeling of pride and faith in our country which I f'el t. " 

Foreign ministers who signed the peace guarantee agreement were those of 

the United States, Britain, France, the Soviet Union, China, North and South 

Vietnam, the Viet Cong, Canada, Hungary, Indonesia and Poland. 

The declaration commits the 12 governments to total support for the Jan. 27 

peace agreement and respect for the Vietnamese people's fundamental national rights 

and the South Vietnamese people's right to self-determination. 

# # # 
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CUTLINES 

AT VIETNAM PEACE GUARANTEE SIGNING -- Congressional leaders had 
the privilege of witnessing the signing of the Vietnam peace guarantee 
agreement March 2 in Paris. Right behind the action, second row, left 
to right , are: Senate Republican Leader Hugh Scott, Senate Democratic 
Leader Mike Mansfield , House Republican Leader Gerald R. Ford, and 
House Democratic Whip John McFall . Front row, left to right, are: 
China's Foreign Minister Chi Peng-fei , China deputy foreign minister 
Chang Wen-chin , William Porter , chief of the U. S. peace talks delegation, 
and Secretary of State William Rogers . 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON-
Wednesday, March 14, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Congressman Gerald R. Ford announced today he has sent American flags 

commemorating the signing of the Vietnam Peace Guarantee Agreement to each mayor 

and village president in the Fifth District. 

A total of 27 flags were mailed. The flags were flown over the Capitol on 

the day the peace guarantee agreement was signed, March 2. The flags are to be a 

symbolic link between Ford's constituents and the peace guarantee agreement. 

"I had the great privilege of attending the formal signing in Paris of the 

Vietnam Peace Guarantee Agreement," Ford said. "As I watched Secretary of State 

Rogers sign on behalf of the United States, I felt that I was representing all 

Americans who have prayed so long and earnestly for an honorable peace, and most 

particularly the people of the Fifth District of Michigan who made it possible for 

me to witness this impressive ceremony. I hope the flags will inspire the same 

feeling of pride and faith in our country which I felt." 

Foreign ministers who signed the peace guarantee agreement were those of 

the United States, Britain, France, the Soviet Union, China, North and South 

Vietnam, the Viet Cong, Canada, Hungary, Indonesia and Poland. 

The declaration commits the 12 governments to total support for the Jan. 27 

peace agreement and respect for the Vietnamese people's fundamental national rights 

and the South Vietnamese people's right to self-determination. 
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CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

--FOR I~1EDIATE RELEASE-
Wednesday, March 14, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

I heartily endorse the President's recommendations for 

mandatory minimum prison sentences for those convicted of certain 

Federal crimes and I also support the President's proposals for 

restoring the death penalty in connection with certain Federal 

crimes. 

While the jurisdiction of the Federal government is limited 

in the area of law enforcement, !•Jashington must set an example for 

the Nation if the American people are not to be overwhelmed by 

lawlessness. I commend the President for exerting precisely the 

right kind of leadership in the law enforcement field. 

I \'las dismayed when the Supreme Court ruled out capital 

punishment, and I have long felt that drug pushers have been handled 

too gently in many cases. 

I therefore welcome the Presidential recommendations relating 

to the death penalty and drug trafficking. I might add that I fully 

agree with the President's proposal to increase the Federal sentence 

for arson to 15 years. 

Congress should act quickly on the death penalty and drug 

trafficking legislation, which will be coming to the Hill as separate 

bills. We should later proceed al~o to legislate mandatory minimum 

prison terms for persons using dangerous weapons in the execution of 

a crime and for those convicted as leaders of organized crime. 

Besides providing states and local communities with Federal 

grants in amounts that can be profitably used, the Congress should 

launch the Nation into a nevr get-tough era in dealing \'lith crime. 

We should start by enacting the President's proposals. 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 

--FOR I~1EDIATE RELEASE-
t'lednesday, March 14, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

I heartily endorse the President's recommendations for 

mandatory minimum prison sentences for those convicted of certain 

Federal crimes and I also support the President's proposals for 

restoring the death penalty in connection with certain Federal 

crimes. 

tihile the jurisdiction of the Federal government is limited 

in the area of law enforcement, ~·7ashington must set an example for 

the Nation if the American people are not to be overwhelmed by 

lawlessness. I commend the President for exerting precisely the 

right kind of leadership in the law enforcement field. 

I '\·Tas dismayed when the Supreme Court ruled out capital 

punishment, and I have long felt that drug pushers have been handled 

too gently in many cases. 

I therefore welcome the Presidential recommendations relating 

to the death penalty and drug trafficking. I might add that I fully 

agree with the President's proposal to increase the Federal sentence 

for arson to 15 years. 

Congress should act quickly on the death penalty and drug 

trafficking legislation, which will be coming to the Hill as separate 

bills. We should later proceed also to legislate mandatory minimum 

prison terms for persons using dangerous weapons in the execution of 

a crime and for those convicted as leaders of organized crime. 

Besides providing states and local communities with Federal 

grants in amounts that can be profitably used, the Congress should 

launch the Nation into a ne"' get-tough era in dealing with crime. 

We should start by enacting the President's proposals. 
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Remarks by Congressman Gerald R. Ford for the Congressional Record of March~12-~ 

Mr. Speaker, Sunday marks the 55th anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence of the Byelorussian Democratic Republic. 

Instead of a happy event and a time for celebration as it should be, 

it is unfortunately a sad reminder that during the past half century the Soviet regime has 

deliberately and persistently tried to erode Byelorussian traditions, culture, education 

and self-identity. 

The All-Byelorussian Congress met in December, 1917, in the city of Miensk, and on 

March 25, 1918, proclaimed the Byelorussian Democratic Republic. Unfortunately, the new 

state was unable to enjoy its sovereignty for long. The Russian Communists, in a display 

of naked imperialism, invaded Byelorussia. 

On March 25, 1918, the highest aspirations of the Byelorussian people for a free 

and independent life were fulfilled. Today, March 25th is a symbol of a dynamic spiritual 

force for Byelorussian Independence which unites all Byelorussians wherever they may be. 

The desire of the Byelorussian people for their national freedom has not perished. The 

fight for Byelorussian independence is the fight of all the captive nations. 

### 



SPECIAL 'ID THE GRll.ND RAPIDS PRE ffi 

CUTLINES • •• 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

~· 

STUDY GOVERN11Etl'f WI'IH CONGRE~l1AN -- These three Grand Rapids students have been 
interning with Congre s:man Gerald R. Ford, second from left. The intems are, left 
to rtght, John Zadvinskis of 2235 Ontonagon S.E., AquinM College junior; Vicki Wilson 
of 3590 Apache Court, Kalamazoo College sor omore; and John Leonerd of 2031 Wealthy s . E. , 
Aquinas frest!lr.an . Jeffroy Teleeo of 2478 Noma n:ly Lri.ve S.E ., Olivet College senior, 
was unable to be pmser::t for the picture . Mj ss WUson has just finished a three-month 
internship. Zadvinskis and Leonard will be with Ford untn mid-May, and Telego will 
wind up his Washingi:Dn stay May 9. 

##### 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON MONDAY 1 MARCH 26, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Kentwood and Grandville residents may buy Paderall.y subsidized fiood insurance 
effective Friday, Congre ssm.an Gerald R. Ford and Senator Robert P. Griffin announced 
Monday. 

The Houeing md Urban DevelopiiBnt Depar'bnent informed Ford and Griffin that 
beginning March 30 all structures in Grandville a rrl Kent wood uasd .tor residential, 
business, religious or agricultural purposes, structures occupied by nonprofit 
organizations, and strnctures ollled by State or local governments or agencies thereof' 
are eligibile tor nood insurance coverage. 

Kentwood and Or.adville qualified tor the Federal tlood insurance program when 
~Y agreed to adopt land usa and control measures that will minimize fio od damage to 
future construction. Insurance agents in those communities may obtain policies and 
other in.tonnation from the National Flood Insurers servicing office, the Insurauce 
Company of North Anarica, in Detroit. 

BlJD o.tf'ici as said tha Federal subsidy covers about 90 per cent o.t the cost of' 
the tlood inmrance premiss. 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
April li, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Now that the President's veto of S. 7, the Vocational 

Rehabilitation Act of 1972, has been sustained, I hope members of 

Congress -- Democrats and Republicans -- will work together to 

enact effective and acceptable vocational rehabilitation legisla-

tion into law. The handicapped of the Nation deserve our best 

efforts. 

# # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
April 4, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Now that the President's veto of s. 7, the Vocational 

Rehabilitation Act of 1972, has been sustained, I hope members of 

Congress -- Democrats and Republicans -- will work together to 

enact effective and acceptable vocational rehabilitation legisla-

tion into law. The handicapped of the Nation deserve our best 

efforts. 

# # # 

REP. GERALD R. FORD 
720 FEDERAL BUILDING 

'110 MICHIGAN STREET, N,W. 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502 



Cl TL:J.1~ES 

~STALLE -- Pouse Repnblican Leader Gerald R. Ford congratulates Elton R. 

Smith of Caiedonia attar his insta~lat1on as a member of the Federal F9rm Credit 

Board. 'l'he 13-member board r;ets national polic1.es for the Farm Credit System 

and its supervising Federal agency, the Farm Credi.t Administration. Smith, a 

dairy farmer, i~ president of the Michig<m FErm Bw•eau and heads its affiliate 

companies--Nichigan A?ricnlturaJ. Cooperahve Marketinr: Association and Farm 

Bureau Services, Inc . 

lift### .;!, :3 0 p /1? 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 205 78 

April 4, 1973 

Press Assistant 
Office of Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Sir: 

Attached are photos of the Congressman and Elton R. Smith, 
one of Mr. Ford ' s constituents, who yesterday was installed 
as a member of the Federal Farm Credit Board. In addition to 
your newsletter and your regular news outlets, may I suggest 
the following as potential users of the photo: 

l 
Michigan Farm News 
Michigan Farm Bureau 
P.o.· Box 960 
Lansing, Michigan 48906 

I American Farm Bureau Federation 
425 13th St. N.W. 
Washington, D. C . 20004 

We have made no distribution of the pictures from here. If 
you have any questions, please call at 755-2170. 

Sincerely, 

~rlLU~ 
Roland W. Olson 
Assistant Director of Information 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
April 10, 1973 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

In sustaining the President's veto of the rural sewer and 

water bill, the House accurately reflected the view of the American 

people that we must get the Nation's fiscal affairs in order. 

The people know that if the Federal Government allows 

programs to proliferate and pours money out of a variety of spigots 

for the same purposes, the result will be a tax increase or a 

fresh spurt of inflation. 

I now am hopeful that the Democratic leadership in the 

Congress will cease their budget-busting tactics and will turn to 

a constructive course. 

# # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 
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NEWS 
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In sustaining the President's veto of the rural sewer and 

water bill, the House accurately reflected the view of the American 

people that we must get the Nation's fiscal affairs in order. 

The people know that if the Federal Government allows 

programs to proliferate and pours money out of a variety of spigots 

for the same purposes, the result will be a tax increase or a 

fresh spurt of inflation. 

I now am hopeful that the Democratic leadership in the 

Congress will cease their budget-busting tactics and will turn to 

a constructive course. 

# # # 
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CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEIIIATE RELEASE-
April 11, 1973 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

I approve ot the Environmental Protection Agency decision to give the auto 

industry a one-year del.r in meeting the 1975 anti-pollution standards. 

This is a decision which is in the best interests of the consumer. It would 

have been most unwise to foist untested and hig h1y expensive catalytic converters 

on the auto-bqying public simply to be able to ~ we had met the deadline . 

As for Ralph Nader's charge that the Administration sold out to the automobile 

mamfacturer s, this is nothing mort of ridiculous. There is absolutely no basis 

for such a charge. It is the public 'Which would have had to pay for unwise 

insistence on the 1975 deadline, not the auto manufacturers. 

#11#111111 



Statement by ReD. Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

I approve of the Environmental Protecti on ft.gency decision to give the auto 

industry a one-year delay in meeting the 1975 anti-pollution standards. 

This is a decision which is in the best interests of the consumer. It would 

have been most unwise to foist untested and highly expensive catalytic converters 

on the auto-bqying public simply to be able to ~ we had met the deadline . 

As for Ralph Nader's charge that the Administration sold out to the automobile 

manufacturers, this is nothi ng short of ridiculouso 'l'here is absolute~y no basis 

for such a charge . It is the public 'Which would have had to pay for unwise 

insistence on the 1975 deadline, not the auto manufacturers. 
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Mr. Speaker, I comn:end the President for his far-reaching Message on Energy, 

trmsmitted to the Qmgress today. 

The Admin1stration has done a most thorough job of eJq>loring every feasible 

way out of the energy crisis. 

It is now up to the Congress to accept the challenge posed by the President's 

recommendations and to consider them most carefully and with iba greatest of 

urgency. 

'J.ne Presi cimt h 83 outlined a number of steps that might be taken to resolve 

our energy problems. Each of his recommendations deserves the most meticulous 

study. The Congress has its work cut out for it. 

There is no question that tb:l already evident SJ.ortage or energy in the 

United 5tates:t is ors or the most critical challenges facing the Congre ~:a. WA 
~ 

must deal with it on the basis or highest priority • .m ilhe Pre stdent 's 

recommendations will be most helpful as we tackle th1s task. 

###### 



Remarks by Rep . Gerald R. Ford , R-Mich ., to be placed in the Congressional 
Record of Wednesday, April 18 , 1973 . 

MR . SPEAKER : I commend the President for his far-reaching Message 

on Energy , transmitted to the Congress today . 

The Administration has done a most thorough job of exploring eyery 

feasible way out of the energy crisis . 

It is now up to the Congress to accept the challenge posed by the 

President ' s recommendations and to consider them most carefully and w}th 

the greatest of urfency . 

The President has outlined a number of steps that might be taken to 

resolve our energy problems . Each of his recommendations deserves the most 

meticulous study . The Congress has its work cut out for it . 

There is no question that the already evident shortage of eneraY in 

the United States is one of the most critical challenges facing the Congress. 

We must deal with it on the basis of highest priority . The President ' s 

recommendations will be most helpful as we tackle this task . 

# # # 
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RelT'.arks by R9p. Gerol d R.. For:l for the Cong. Record of April 19, 1973 

· .. · ' .. . .• ... .. ·. . . . • • ~, • • • , , • • • •• ~ 1 • • 

MR. pt~~AKER: 

S'rt'.'l'EI•mNT CONCERNING S f;'£~mTAR~ __ }~OGER' S 
--j~i~fi:Jui\Llu::POR'l' 'I'O TEE CONGHESS 

. . . .: ·.• ~. . .. 

I Hfs h t~o t:ake note of the increasingly effective job 

the Department of S tate is doing in providing the American 

people ,.;ith the information to make considered judgments 

Today Secretary Rogers is issuing 
. . . ... .- .. · .• . . 

his mrnua l repor·t to the Congt·ess . No other govermnent 

produces such a detailc: cJ cmd cc:r:·prchensive accounting of 

its foreign policyo Aoa:d Severa l \·7eeks ago I participated 

in a foreign cffairs ·conference in my native city, Grand 

Rapids , The Department of State ' s high-level particiJ>ation, 

led by Under Secretary Hilli.:1m Porter, was large ly responsible 

for the success of this conference . 

li####' 



' J .. 
fJ.AmJ!rk~ by ijep. Ga-rAl "i R. Ford fo r the Cong . Record of trril 1~, 1n3, tn ob!'le:rvance 
d'f Pan- American JJpY. 

u.s. Latin American Policy 

~ 
-7\_Policies of the United States are consistent wi1;h 
and indeed encourage, productive tr~nds in Latin 
America. 

-- Latin America today is characterized by change 
and a push to development and modernizqti6n. 
Encouraging trends of economic growth are being 
sustained, but increasingly• there is a recognition 
of the need to assure the common man a share in grqwth. 
New social and political institutions are growing up. 
New ties, within the region and outside of it, are 
being established. 

-- Relationships between the u.s. and Latin America 
today are characterized by a growing understanding 
of the global setting in which we have to take up 
solutions to our problems, the encouragement of 
efforts to find national solutions to national 
development problems, and by the acceptance of 
differences. 

-- Fundamental to this relationship are the principles 
initiated by President Nixon in ~969. These are : 

a firm commitment to the inter-American 
system, 

respect for national identity and dignity,. 

continued U.S. assistance for hemispheric 
development, 

u.s. support for Latin American development 
initiatives,~ 

a dedication to improving the quality of life. 

These principles have been our guide as, over tqe 
last four years, the U& has done its p&rt to build ·a 
more mature and realistic relationship. 

-- There have been constraints in some areas, but &s 
was noted in the House by Mr . Fascell on April 12, the 
introduction of the "Trade Reform Act o f 1973" shows 
that we are meeting our commitments, and that we a~e 

' .. 
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prepared, as we have always been, to do what we can 
"in the direction of inter-American economic 
partnership on a basis of equality". 

-- The record is sound in other areas, too. Our 
economic assistance programs have become increasingly 
collaborative. The total u.s. assistance effort is 
as high now as it was in the peak period of the miq-
1960's. Our economic assistance to Latin America in 
fiscal year 1971 was $602 million and in FY 172 it exceeded 
$1 billion. 

FurtherJU.S. policy reflects a pragmatic approach 
to problems shared by sovereign governments and a 
determination to remove points of friction not related 
to our real interests in the Hemisphere. In this 
context, there have been real successes in the past 
3 1/2 yearse>.T~;,f.~: ·· 

-- Sign.&:if-an historic agreement with Mexico on 
determining the present 2,000 mile boundar~, 

Establis~~chanism for peaceful settlement 
of boundary issues resulting from meanderings 
of the Rio Grande, 

Swan Islands Agreement, recognizing Hondur~n 
sovereignty, 

Abrogation of the Bryan-Chamorro Treaty, 
relinquishing all canal construction rights. 
in Nicaragua, 

Quito Sueno agreement between u.s. and Colo.rnbia 
in which u.s. renounced all claims to sove~eignty, 

Resolution of t~f~sheries dispute with Brazil. 
Ci~ 

Of course, there areAremaining problems, but th~ 
scene is no longer cluttered up. We have before us the 
issues of 't.'G . 

'-Panama Cana~ 
Chile ~ _j 
_,Expropriation)-~-~ 
iisheries disputes. 

' .. 
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-- But in every case we've made unmistqkably clear our 
willingness to negotiate, to approach problems in a 
spirit of compromise, and to consider all proposal$. 

-- As can be seen, the new policy of President Nixon 
did not reflect any lessening of the importance we 
attach to Latin America or a retreat from commitments. 
It was a challenge to change the tone and charactei 
of our relationship, to replace the atmosphere of 
dependence with one of cooperation, and to use that 
cooperation not only to continue to address the 
problems of the hemisphere in more imaginative ways, 
but to tackle international problems of mutual concern. 

-- The General Assembly of the OAS, which adjourneq 
only a few days ago, is testimony to the success of 
the policy. It was clear that the nations of this 
hemisphere can address their problems in realistic ~' 

... ~ terms __ and that the relationship. ~~HG'QCj~~ 
~~ · •:•Jil challenge old ways of do1ng th1ngs. 

So there is no doubt the Administration ~ 
policy~ is responsive to changes in Latin 
America and in the world, and that it means not only 
delivering on commitments already made~ but makin~ 
sure that new commitments are relevant ·and realizable. 

TM~ is Cl :'·.:?ar,suring conclu.sion as we marJc Pan- Ar'leri ~m Dayo 



Statenent by Rep . Ford given to Bob Lewis of Booth News . 4/19/73 

Better Communi ties Aet points 

matching 

co 

The Batter Communities Act points the way to 3k a healthyBB new direction 

for America. There is no question in~ mind that, given the money without the 

arbitrar.y Washington-imposed regulations and the inevitable red tape, ci~ 

officials could move !'aster and make all of their Federal grants go much .t'Qrther 

toward meeting community needs. Lifting of the requifement .t'or local matching 

also would be halp.t'ul in getting local projects going. The Better Communities 

Act is a problem-solving program. We all want better commupities, and the Better 

Communities Act tx will get us there . 

### 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Congressman Gerald R. Ford today pointed out he already has a bill pending 

in the Congress to require that railroad freight cars be equipped with reflectors 

or luminous material so they can be readily seen at night. 

"I am informed," Ford said, "that a number of Ionia Area residents are 

circulating petitions asking that the sides of trains be marked with reflectors 

or fluorescent paint strips. I introduced a bill on April 3, 1973, that would do 

exactly that." 

In a followup to introduction of his bill, Ford on April 9 asked House 

Commerce Committee Chairman Harley Staggers to request reports on the reflector 

bill from all interested Federal departments and agencies. This is a necessary 

first step in seeking enactment of legislation. 

Ford said he has been trying to get railroad freight car reflector 

legislation passed since 1957 but has run into strong opposition in every 

administration. 

"I am pressing hard for this legislation," Ford said. "I have read the 

newspaper stories about the two recent fatal night-time accidents at railroad 

crossings in Ionia County. As people in the Ionia Area have pointed out, 

requiring reflectors or luminous material on freight cars would cost the railroads 

money but the absence of this safety feature may be costing drivers their lives." 

Ford said a report made on his bill in 1965 by the Interstate Commerce 

Commission (ICC) is typical of the reaction of previous administrations to the 

legislation. 

The report stated: "The ICC cannot at this time make a finding that the 

net benefits to be derived from the use of these reflectors would be oommeneurate 

with the expenditure required for their installation and maintenance." 

# # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON WEDrmSDAY, APRIL 25, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Congressman Gerald R. Ford tod~ pointed out he already has a bill pending 

in the Congress to require that railroad freight cars be equipped with reflectors 

or luminous material so they can be readily seen at night. 

"I am informed," Ford said, 11that a number of Ionia Area residents are 

circulating petitions asking that the sides of trains be marked with reflectors 

or fluorescent paint strips. I introduced a bill on April 3, 1973, that would do 

exactly that." 

In a followup to iatroduction of his bill, Ford on April 9 asked House 

Commerce Committee Chairman Harley Staggers to request reports on the reflector 

bill from all interested Federal departments and agencies. This is a necessary 

first step in seeking enactment of legislation. 

Ford said he has been trying to get railroad freight car reflector 

legislation passed since 1957 but has run into strong opposition in every 

administration. 

"I am pressing hard tor this legislation," Ford said. "I have read the 

newspaper stories about the two recent fatal night-time accidents at railroad 

crossings in Ionia County. As people in the Ionia Area have pointed out, 

requiring reflectors or luminous material on freight cars would cost the railroads 

money but the absence of this safety feature may be costing drivers their lives . " 

Ford said a report made on his bill in 1965 by the Interstate Commerce 

Commission (ICC) is typical of the reaction of previous administrations to the 

legislation. 

The report stated: "The ICC cannot at this time make a finding that the 

net benefits to be derived from the use of these reflectors would be aammensurate 

with the expenditure required for their installation and maintenance." 

# # # 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
Monday , April 30 , 1973 

Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford on Watergate Affair 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

The resignations were a necessary first step by the White 

House in clearing the air on the Watergate Affair -- and this does 

not imply guilt on the part of any White House official who has 

resigned. 

I am also pleased that the President is going to address 

the Nation on this matter and that he has named Elliot Richardson 

as attorney general with the responsibility of uncovering the whole 

truth about the Watergate case. 

I have the greatest confidence in the President, and I am 

absolutely positive he had nothing to do with this mess. 

I also have tremendous confidence in Elliot Richardson. He 

is a man of great integrity. The American people can rest assured 

that with Richardson directing the Watergate investigation and 

prosecution all of the facts will come to light and all of those 

involved will be exposed. Now we can expect that fact will be 

separated from fiction -- and this certainly needs doing. 

The Watergate Affair may have an adverse impact on the 

Republican Party in the 1974 election, but if so it would be most 

tragic and undeserved. I would emphasize that no Republican member 

of Congress was ln any way involved in the Watergate Affair. 

# # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
Monday, April 30, 1973 

Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford on Watergate Affair 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

The resignations were a necessary first step by the White 

House in clearing the air on the Watergate Affair -- and this does 

not imply guilt on the part of any White House official who has 

resigned. 

I am also pleased that the President is going to address 

the Nation on this matter and that he has named Elliot Richardson 

as attorney general with the responsibility of uncovering the whole 

truth about the Watergate case. 

I have the greatest confidence in the President, and I am 

absolutely positive he had nothing to do with this mess. 

I also have tremendous confidence in Elliot Richardson. He 

is a man of great integrity. The American people can rest assured 

that with Richardson directing the Watergate investigation and 

prosecution all of the facts will come to light and all of those 

involved will be exposed. Now we can expect that fact will be 

separated from fiction -- and this certainly needs doing. 

The Watergate Affair may have an adverse impact on the 

Republican Party in the 1974 election, but if so it would be most 

tragic and undeserved. I would emphasize that no Republican member 

of Congress was in any way involved in the Watergate Affair. 

# # # 



MR. SPEAKER: Each year I send a queatiODn&ire to rq constituent• 

in the Jl'itth CongreaaiOD&l District ot MichiPD in order to better inform 

JqHJ.t regardiDg their view and opinion•. 

This year J117 queatioiUl&ire deals with a variety ot subjects including 

a propoaed Coug .. atoaal apen41ns ceil.ins, federal tax credi ta to det:nq part 

ot the coat ot tu1 tion paid b7 pa.renta to send their children to nonprott t 

nonpablic element&r)" and aec::ond&r)" schools, restoration ot the death peal t7, 

abortion, and amesty. 

For the intoZ"'I&tion ot rq colleagues • rq complete •ueatioanaire is 

as tollova: 
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M OFFICE Co'?¥ 

CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
NEWS 
RELEASE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

-FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-

Tuesday, r.'Iay 1, 1973 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

President Nixon demonstrated with his speech on the Watergate Affair 

that he fully deserves the trust and confidence of the American people. 

It was fitting and proper that the President assume responsibility for 

the Watergate Affair - and it was a most courageous act. 

Now that the President has given Attorney General-designate Elliot 

Richardson the authority to appoint a special prosecutor, there remains no 

doubt that the entire truth about the Watergate Affair will be revealed. 

I think it appropriate, therefore, that the American people now lay 

aside their concern with Watergate and turn their attention -- as the 

President is doing -- to matters of greater moment to the Nation. 

II # # 



M OFFICE COPY 

CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

-roR~E~l2NOON~~

May 3, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Congressman Gerald R. Ford today said he has mailed out copies of his 1973 

questionnaire to the nearly 162,000 households in the Fifth Congressional District. 

Ford said he is eager to take the pulse of the district on the subjects 

covered by the questionnaire. The topics involved range f'rcm a congressional 

spending ceiling to abortion and amnesty. 

"As spokesnan in Congress for the Fifth District, I have the responsibility 

of representing as faithfully as possible the views of my constituents," Ford 

said. 11Consequently, it will be very helpful to me to get a good sampling of 

the opinions held by the people 1n my district. " 

Ford said his questionnaire is based upon questions drafted by political 

science professors at Grand Rapids Area colleges. 

"There are always those who contend some of the questions are slanted, 11 

Ford carmented. "I therefore have asked the help of the political science 

professors 1n order to meet this criticism as best I can." 

There are seven yes-or-no questions and two multiple choice. The multiple 

choice questions deal with abortion and amnesty. 

The yes-or-no questions ask whether Congress should adopt an annual spending 

ceiling, whether Congress should give the President the power to raise or lower 

tariffs, whether to allow the use of High~~ Trust Fund money for mass transit 

capital outlays, whether Congress should pass a law protecting the claimed right 

of newsmen not to reveal the identity of confidential news sources, whether to 

provide tax credits to parents to defray part of the cost of tuition paid to 

nonprofit nonpublic elementary and secondary schools, whether to restore the 

death penalty, and whether the U. s. should contribute to the postwar reconstruction 

of North Vietnam. 

# # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSI REPUBLICAN LEADER 

-FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON THURSDAY

May 3, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Congressman Gerald R. F~ ~~ said he has mailed out copies of his 1973 

questionnaire to the nearly 162,000 households in the Fifth Congressional District. 

Ford said he is eager to take the pulse of the district on the subjects 

covered by the questionnaire. The topics involved range from a congressional 

spending ceiling to abortion and amnesty. 

"As spokesrmn in Congr>ess for the Fifth District, I have the responsibility 

of representing as faithfully as possible the views of my constituents," Ford 

said. "Consequently, it will be very helpful to me to get a good sampling of 

the opinions held by the people in my district. 11 

Ford said his questionnaire is based upon questions drafted by political 

science professors at Grand Rapids Area colleges. 

"There are always those who contend some of the questions are slanted, 11 

Ford corrmented. 11I therefore have asked the help of the political science 

professors in order to meet this criticism as best I can." 

There are seven yes-or-no questions and two multiple choice. The multiple 

choice questions deal with abortion and amnesty. 

___ .....,_,...., The yes-or-no questions ask whether Congress should adopt an annual spending 
~ 

ceiling, whether Congress should give the President the power to raise or lower 

tariffs, whether to allow the use of Highway Trust Fund money for mass transit 

capital outlays, whether Congress should pass a law protecting the clallned right 

of newsmen not to reveal the identity of confidential news sources, whether to 

provide tax credits to pal'ents to defray pa:rt -of the- cost of tuition paid to

nonprofit nonpublic elementary and secondary schools, whether to restore the 

death penalty, and whether the U. S. should contribute to the postwar reconstruction 

of North Vietnam. 
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CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-

May 3, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

The entire Michigan congressional delegation today fired off telegrams to 

the Office of Management and Budget and the Environmental Protection Agency 

protesting a tieup of Federal funds which has stalled Michigan's water pollution 

control program. 

The delegation demanded to know from EPA why $501 million in Federal sewage 

treatment funds released thus far this year went to just 13 states, with Michigan 

getting nothing. Michigan's two senators and 19 congressmen also asked why the 

treatment works projects in these 13 states were certified before sewage treatment 

industrial user charges went into effect on March 1, giving those states an 

advantage. 

In the telegram to OMB, the Michigan delegation urged that all obstacles 

to the additional allocation of fiscal 1973 sewage treatment funds be removed. 

The delegation noted that President Nixon had allocated $2 billion for 

sewage treatment works in fiscal 1973, but only $501 million has been disbursed. 

Members quoted the President as saying this $2 billion would be "available 

immediately." 

Complaining about the lack of funds, the delegation cited "long delays 

{by EPA) in developing and approving administrative regulations." This, the 

members said, has "resulted in a virtual hold on the use of these funds as well 

as those for reimbursement." 

In its protest over the delay in funding, the delegation declared: "The lack 

of construction funds raises serious questions about the impact on the construction 

industry and the employment situation therein, particularly if there is no program 

acceleration in the near future. The lack of reimbursement is costly and damaging 

to local communities which have advanced funds from other programs and delayed 

project completion." 

The delegation said no contracts for new sewage treatment projects have 

been awarded in Michigan in nine months. 

The Michigan members asked that OMB give "the highest priority" to removing 

any impediments to the immediate use of fiscal year 1973 sewage treatment 

construction funds and disbursement for r eimbursement funds. 

(more } 



• Page 2 

The Michigan delegation acted after a group of Michigan state legislators 

met in Washington with Sen. Robert P. Griffin, Reps. Elford A. Cederberg and 

Philip E. Ruppe, and spokesmen for Sen. Philip A. Hart and Reps. Gerald R. Ford 

and Guy VanderJagt to discuss the stagnation of Michigan's water pollution 

control program. 

# # # 
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NEWS 
RELEASE 

The entire Michigan congressional delegation today fired off telegrams to 

the Office of Management and Budget and the Environmental Protection Age~cy 

protesting a tieup of Federal funds which has stalled Michigan ' s water pollution 

control program. 

The delegation demanded to know from EPA why $501 million in Federal sewage 

treatment funds released thus far this year went to just 13 states , with Michigan 

getting nothing . Michigan ' s two senators and 19 congressmen also asked why the 

treatment works projects in these 13 states were certified before sewage treatment 

industrial user charges went into effect on March 1, giving those states an 

advantage . 

In the telegram to OMB, the Michigan delegation urged that all obstacles 

to the additional allocation of fiscal 1973 sewage treatment funds be removed. 

The delegation noted that President Nixon had allocated $2 billion for 

sewage treatment works in fiscal 1973 , but only $501 million has been disbursed . 

Members q_uoted the President as saying this $2 billion would be "available 

immediately." 

Complaining about the lack of funds, the delegation cited "long delays 

(by EPA) in developing and approving administrative regulations ." This , the 

members said, has "resulted in a virtual hold on the use of these funds as well 

as those for reimbursement." 

In its protest over the delay in funding , the delegatiQn declared: "The lack . ' .. 
of construction funds raises serious q_uestions about the impact on the CQnstruction 

industry and the employment situation therein, particularly if there is no program 

acceleration in the near future . The lack of reimbursement is costly and damaging 

to local communities which have advanced funds from other programs and delayed 

project completion ." 

The delegation said no contracts for new sewage treatment projects have 

been awarded in Michigan in nine months . 

The Michigan members asked that OMB give "the highest priority" to removing 

any impediments to the immediate use of fiscal year 1973 sewage treatment 

construction funds and disbursement for reimbursement funds . 

(more) 
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The Michigan delegation acted after a group of Michigan state legislators 

met in Washington with Sen. Robert P. Griffin , Reps. Elford A. Cederberg and 

Philip E. Ruppe, and spokesmen for Sen. Philip A. Hart and Reps. Gerald R. Ford 

and Guy VanderJagt to discuss the stagnation of Michigan's water pollution 

control program. 

# # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
Tuesday, May 22, 1973 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

I commend the President for his forthright statement, which 
is his honest recollection of any and all aspects of the Watergate 
Affair. This statement should clear the air as far as all 
allegations involving the President are concerned. 

I accept the President's statement that he neither approved 

nor had knowledge of any unethical and illegal activities undertaken 
on his behalf in connection with the 1972 presidential campaign, or 
of the Watergate coverup. 

With regard to the President's orders concerning national 
security leaks, the President acted properly in his attempts to plug 
such leaks. No government , including a democracy, can function 
effectively if highly sensitive information is disclosed . No 
President can effectively carry out his responsibilities for the 
conduct of our foreign affairs if the confidentiality of high level 
negotiations is not preserved. 

# # # 
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NEWS 
RELEASE 

I commend the President for his forthright s tatement, which 
is his honest recollection of any and all a spects of the Watergate 

Affair . This statement should clear the air as far as all 
allegations involving the President are concerned . 

I accept the Pres ident ' s statement that he neither approved 

nor had knowledge of any unethical and illegal activities undertaken 
on his behalf in connection with the 1972 presidential campaign, or 
of the Watergate coverup. 

With regard to the President's orders concerning national 
security leaks, the President acted properly in his attempts to plug 
such leaks . No government, including a democracy, can function 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDII!E RELEASE
Tuesday, May ~ 1973 

State~nt by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

I commend the President tor his forthright stateiMnt, which is his honest 

recollection or any and all aspects of the Watergate Affair. '!his statement should 

clear the air as far as all allegations involving the Pre si~nt are concerned. 

I accept tta President's statement that he neitmr approved nor had knowledge of 

any unethical and illegal activities undertaken on his behalf in connection with the 

19721!1 pre si.dential canpaign, or of the Watergate coverup. 

"ith • regard to tha President 1s orders concerning national security leaks, the 

President acted properly in his attempts to plug such leaks. No govermmnt, including 

a democracy, can function effective~ if highly sensitive information is disclosed. 

No President can effectively carry out his responsibilities for the conduct or our 

foreign affairs if the confidentialit,y of high level negotiations is not preserved. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Robert McJ'&dc1en Menaugh, nperlntendent of the Houee 

Radlo-'l'elerielon Oe.UVT, to4q wu preHD.ted'bby toraer Speaker John W. 

McCol"MCk vith the John w. McCormack Avard as the outet&D41na aployee ot 

the Houle. 

011 Mq 20, 1939, then Speaker Wlllla B. Bankhead appolllted Bob as 

the tint euperintendat of the HouM Radlo Galler,y • later to be knovn u 

the RacUo-TV GaJ..l.el7. Bob hu now een-ed vlth tlYe Speakere. 

The eetabliebMsrt of the Gallery' vas &PPJ'Oftd by a House Reeolutioa 

a tew veeke prior, crovnillg a tvo year effort by a hand.:tul of radio 

JOUI"D&l.1ete. The Houee Pre•• Oall.ery (vbloh vu then over a hundred yean 

old) had. ba.rre4 aaabership to radio ntnlllllen. 

Shortl.7 after hie appollltaent u Bouae RacUo a.llery nperiateadent, 

Bob vu called on to help eet up the SeDate RacU.o Gallery aD4 for a vh1le 

helped run both Gellerlee. 

Mr. Men&u8h lett the Gal.le17 in 19111 to eater the Antr. He spent 

tour year• in tbe Pellt&COD, moat of the time as Bxecutift Ottieer of the 

War Intellipue Di'Ylsion of the War Department Bureau of P\ablie RelatiODa. 

He achi..,..d the ruk of MaJor. 

After tbe war, Bob returned. to hie duties at the Galler:r as 

euperintenclent, where he serve• todq. In hie yeare as euperiaterad.ellt ot 

the HouH Ra41o-'f'V Ga.U.e17, Bob Meu.ugh has not only vi tlleesed a great 

deal ot hiet017, he hae helped make 1 t. 

It was UDder his leadenhip tbat televieiOB news cOYerage made 1 ta 

earl7 beginllirap on the Bill. A notable lllC.'liJIMtDt in this reprd was the 



Page2 

&rraDSement made tor 'the tirat live telmaed broadcast ot a State ot the 

Union, Joint Seaaion went. 

In connection Yith eipt InaU8\Il"&la, Bob has aaaiated in the Joint 

Committee tor that event in plaDning the atanda tor the East P'ront ot the 

Capitol. Five modification• ba-nt been made to the Canter Stand to aceOIIBlM.M 

the increasing WJe ot telerlaion and n41.o. 

At the requeet ot both national political puot1ea the Executin 

ec-1. ttee ot the Ra4io-'l'V Conupondenta • Gal.l.er1ee accepted the job ot 

accrediting and issuing credential• to the acorea ot l"&41o-TV NpOrtera 

ecweriD& theae evata. Bob baa headed the staff lumdling tbeae arrangeaenta, 

which included 18 CODTentiona, becinning in 19&.0. 

Help1q CeDar••• Wlderatand the needs aDd the intricacies ot the 

electronic aedia has been a taak which Bob Mena.ugh hu handled Y1 th 

Wlderat&ndtng, patience and foresight. 

Under his guidance, the Howle Radio-TV Gallery baa grawn trom a eall 

:room, nov partial.ly occupied by the Rl.ll.ea Committee, located between the 

two front elen.tora in the eut troDt ot the Capt tol, to a modern CCIIIlPlex 

ot at11Clioa and work rOOIU Juat above the Houae chamber. from vhich 

correspondents wort vhen cO'f'erlD& the House. 

When Bob first took over the operations ot the Oal.lel"Y', there were 

26 NpOrtera accredited trc. a handhl ot organiutiODa. 'i'odq there are 

over 500 accredited 1"&41o-fJ."' correapollodenta rep~aentiag U5 orguisatioaa. 

Menaugh va.a born in aouthern Indiana, ao tu aouth tbatiiJMll city ot 

Salem ia almost a LolliarlUe suburb. In 1936 he married Miaa Helen Hitch 

ot Indianapolis. 'l'he7 reaide in Alexandria, Virgirda. They are active in 
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the Westminster Preabyterian Church where Bob baa served aa Deacon. They haTe 

one daughter, Jutty, married and lirlng in Flint, Michiga.n, where she is 

Director ot Public Relatione tor the Flint Institute ot Art. 

I I I 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RElEASE-
May 24, 197.3 

Statement by House Republican leader Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

I an shocked by the death of Congre S3lTlW. Bill Mills. 

Bill Mills was one of the most promising young members of the House 

of Repreaantatives. His death is a loss to us all and is most tragico 

###!!II# 



CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON WEDNESDAY-

May 30, 1973 

RELEASE 

House Republican Leader Gerald R. Ford today announced he has appointed 

Katherine Siddall, 17 1 of East Grand Rapids, Mich., as the first Republican girl 

page in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Kathy will serve as a page during June and July. She actually is one of two 

Republican girl pages coming on duty June 1, but she is technically the first 

GOP girl page in the House because her appointment was approved by the House 

Republican Personnel Committee before that of the other GOP girl. The other 

Republican girl page is Nancy Sue Bailey of Birmingham, Ala. , an appointee of 

Rep. John Buchanan. 

Ford said: "I am delighted to be able to appoint Kathy as a page. She is 

obviously a very fine girl. I am sure this will be a great experience for her." 

House Speaker Carl Albert recently appointed the very first House of 

Representatives girl page. 

Ford said Kathy is an outstanding student and an all-around athlete who has 

won varsity letters at East Grand Rapids High School in basketball, softball, tennis 

and volleyball. A pitcher on the softball team, Kathy has won the team's 

most-valuable-player awar~ for two years in a row. 

The first House Republican girl page works in a women's apparel store after 

school, and on weekends does dog-census work for the City of East Grand Rapids. She 

hopes to become a lawyer. Kathy is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. G. Siddall, 

2715 Berwyck Rd., S.E. 

Ford said the House GOP leadership plans to arrange for Republican pages to 

attend committee meetings and otherwise became acquainted with House legislative 

procedures this summer when they are not occupied with their regular duties. 

# # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON WEDNESDAY-

May 30, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE _ 

House Republican Leader Gerald R. Ford today announced he has appointed 

Katherine Siddall, 17, ot East Grand Rapids, Mich., as the first Republican girl 

page in the U.S. House ot Representatives. 

Kathy will serve as a page during June and July. She actually is one of two 

Republican girl pages coming on duty June 1, but she is technically the first 

GOP girl page in the House because her appointment was approved by the House 

Republican Personnel Committee before that of the other GOP girl. The other 

Republican girl page is Nancy Sue Bailey of Birmingham, Ala., an appointee of 

Rep. John Buchanan. 

Ford said: "I am delighted to be able to appoint Kathy as a page. She is 

obviously a very fine girl. I am sure this will be a great experience for her." 

House Speaker Carl Albert recently appointed the very first House of 

Representatives girl page. 

Ford said Kathy is an outstanding student and an all-around athlete who has 

won varsity letters at East Grand Rapids High School in basketball, softball, tennis 

and volleyball. A pitcher on the softball team, Kathy has won the team's 

most-valuable-player award for two years in a row. 

The first House Republican girl page works in a women's apparel store after 

school, and on weekends does dog-census work tor the City of East Grand Rapids. She 

hopes to become a lawyer. Kathy is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. G. Siddall, 

2715 Berwyck Rd., S.E. 

Ford said the House GOP leadership plans to arrange for Republican pages to 

attend committee meetings and otherwise become acquainted with House legislative 

procedures this summer when they are not occupied with their regular duties. 
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Statement by Rep. Ford for Pravda •••.. 6/4/73 

I am hopeful that the meetings bet1Ben Mr. Nixon and Mr. Brezhnev will provide 

a sound foundation for improved relations between the United States and tm S:>viet 

Union for years to come • 

.Lt is possible that these meetings will pave the way for a second SALT 

Agreement reducing the danger of nuclear warfare, a new trade relationship which 

will be beneficial to both the u.s. and the U.S.S.R., a European Security Treaty 

which will result in a mutail balanced forces reduction, the elimination of 

mutual irritants and an easing of tensions, and a new era of space cooperation. 

If these meetings are as successful as they might be, we could emerge with 

real prospects for a generati.on of peace. 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R . FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
June 6, 1973 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

The President's appointment of Former Defense Secretary 

Melvin Laird as his chief domestic adviser is an excellent move 

and is most welcome news. The President could have made no better 

choice. 

I am pleased that Gen. Haig has decided to resign his 

commission and to remain on the White House staff. Alexander Haig 

is a most capable individual. 

There is no question but that both of these actions strengthen 

the White House staff and should lead to a big improvement in 

White House relations with Congress. 

# # # 
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HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

To Be Sent to All 5th District ~r!eeklies except I.etterpre S."' 

CUTt.HES 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

~~-r 'If /7,3 
{(' 11J I 

1IT 1S GREAT BEING A PAGEt -- Katqy Siddall, 17, of East Grand Rapids is all 

smiles as she checks signals with Congre ~an Gerald R. Ford after her firet 

few days as a page in the u.s. House of Representative~ . Ford naned Kathy as 

the first iifx!izix Republican girl page in the Houase. She will serve during 

the months of June and July. 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
NEWS 
RELEASE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
June 13, 1973 

Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford 

I find the new peace-pledge agreement negotiated by Henry 

Kissinger encouraging. It is a signal achievement if the Vietnamese 

signatories to the pact abide by it. 

As Kissinger has said, one would have to be naive to believe 

that a simple restatement of the Jan. 27 ceasefire agreement will 

end ceasefire violations. But a new effort had to be made, and the 

new agreement holds fresh promise that maybe all fighting will end. 

We can only hope and pray that this will be so. 

# # # 
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CONGRESSMAN 
GERALD R. FORD 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON-

THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE ... -----,.,., 

The Department of Labor has agreed to a three-week delay in the enforcement 

of emergency standards for working in fruit orchards and other farm areas where 

crops have been treated with organophosphorous pesticides, Representative Gerald 

R. Ford (R-Mich.) announced today. 

The pesticide regulations were announced last month to becol!le effective 

June 18 for compliance by all farmers with one or more employees. They brought 

a storm of objections from fruit growers in Michigan and other States who 

particularly protested the lack of customary public hearings and opportunity for 

the growers and pesticide experts to contribute their own practical knowledge of 

the problem. The Department acted under an emergency provision of the 

Occupational Safety and Health Act. 

The standards lay down a series of regulations detailing how long workers 

must be kept out of fields treated with a number of pesticides, and also specify 

other protective measures including, in some cases, the required use of protective 

clothing. 

"At the June 5th White House meeting of the Republican Leadership of the 

Congress I personally told the President about this problem," Ford said. "A 

meeting with Secretary of Labor Brennan was promptly arranged to which I invited 

other Republican Members of Congress whose constituents are equally concerned about 

the sudden pesticide order. 

"We agreed that SOl!le standards of protection against certain pesticides are 

required under the law but Secretary Brennan was receptive to my argument that the 

views of farmers who actually use these pesticides to produce abundant food should 

be carefully considered. My constituents and those of the other Congressmen from 

fruit growing areas were virtually unanimous in contending that the emergency 

regulations first published in the Federal Register on May lst are unrealistic both 

as to the degree of danger involved and the time allowed for compliance." 

(more) 



Representative Ford h.:.s been assured that the Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration is now considering changes in the emergency standards and 

that revised regulations will be published June 25 with an additional two weeks 

for public comment to be allowed before enforcement is attempted. 

"I commend Secretary Brennan for personally and promptly acting to allow 

all citizens concerned in this matter to be heard and to bring more facts and 

expert opinion to bear on this complex regulation problem," Representative Ford 

sa:i.d. 

# # # 
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NEWS 
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The Department of Labor has agreed to a three-week delay in the enforcement 

of emergency standards for working in fruit orchards and other farm areas where 

crops have been treated with organophosphorous pesticides, Representative Gerald 

R. Ford (R-Mich.) announced today. 

The pesticide regulations were announced last month to become effective 

June 18 for compliance by all farmers with one or more employees. They brought 

a storm of objections from fruit growers in Michigan and other States who 

particularly protested the lack of customary public hearings and opportunity for 

the growers and pesticide experts to contribute their own practical knowledge of 

the problem. The Department acted under an emergency provision of the 

Occupational Safety and Health Act. 

The standards lay down a series of regulations detailing how long workers 

must be kept out of fields treated with a number of pesticides, and also specify 

other protective measures including, in some cases, the required use of protective 

clothing. 

"At the June 5th White House meeting of the Republican Leadership of the 

Congress I personally told the President about this problem," Ford said. "A 

meeting with Secretary of Labor Br~nnan was promptly arranged to which I invited 

other Republican Members of Congress whose constituents are equally concerned about 

the sudden pesticide order. 

"We agreed that some standards of protection against certain pesticides are 

required under the law but Secretary Brennan was receptive to my argument that the 

views of farmers who actually use these pesticides to produce abundant food should 

be carefully considered. My constituents and those of the other Congressmen from 

fruit growing areas were virtually unanimous in contending that the emergency 

regulations first published in the Federal Register on May 1st are unrealistic both 

as to the degree of danger involved and the time allowed for compliance." 

(more) 
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Representative Ford h.:.s been assured that the Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration is now considering changes in the emergency standards and 

that revised regulations will be published June 25 with an additional two weeks 

for public comment to be allowed before enforcement is attempted. 

"I commend Secretary Brennan for personally and promptly acting to allow 

all citizens concerned in this matter to be heard and to bring more facts and 

expert opinion to bear on this complex regulation problem," Representative Ford 

said. 
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--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-
June 14, 1973 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

Comment by Rep. Gerald R. Ford on President's Anti-Inflation Speech 

The President's approach is right on target. The strong 
actions taken by the President to deal with inflation will be 
welcomed by consumers throughout the country. His is the right 
medicine at this point in time. 

The best course is to stop inflation cold with an 
across-the-board price freeze and then to apply effective price 
controls. We all know it : Phase III just didn't work. I am 
pleased with the freeze and the pr.omise of Phase IV. I am also 
pleased that the President has ordered an investigation of recent 
price increases, with the prospect of rollbacks. 

Nobody in America should be gouging the consumer. As the 
President said, the consumer comes first. 

It's now the obligation of the Congress to join with the 
President in implementing an effective anti-inflation program. 

ff # # 
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The President's approach is right on target. The strong 
actions taken by the President to deal with inflation will be 
welcomed by consumers throughout the country. His ls the right 
medicine at this point in time. 

The best course is to stop inflation cold with an 
across-the-board price freeze and then to apply effective price 
controls. We all know it ; Phase III just didn't work. I am 
pleased with the freeze and the promise of Phase IV. I am also 
pleased that the President has ordered an investigation of recent 
price increases, with the prospect of rollbacks. 

Nobody in America should be gouging the consumer. As the 
President said, the consumer comes first. 

It's now the obligation of the Congress to join with the 
President in implementing an effective anti-inflation program. 
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Special to Andrew Tully 

The most ridiculous assertion being made in connection with 

the Watergate Affair is that no longer can the Nixon Administration-

or any Repuhlican, for that matter--talk about law and order. 

This statement is nonsensical because despite the fact 

that the Watergate Affair first surfaced as a result of a breaking 

and entering, the present Administration has made tremendous 

progress in fighting professional crime in America. And, with the 

cooperation of Congress, further advances can be expected. 

We all remember what the situation was in the Sixties. 

Permissiveness . Violence. A real threat that crime was becoming 

uncontrollable. And, worst of all, the steps necessary to control 

crime were not being taken. 

The Nixon Administration came to office in 1969 with a 

conviction that law and order had to be restored. One of the first 

actions taken by the Administration was the mounting of an all-out 

attack against crime in the United States . 

The Administration beefed up the manpower in Federal 

enforcement and prosecution agencies. 

Under prodding by the Administration, Congress enacted 

legislation stepping up the fight against organized crime, drug 

trafficking and crime in the District of Columbia. 

With the Administration recommending higher figures, the 

Congress sharply increased Federal financial aid to State and 

local criminal justice systems until this aid totalled $1.5 billion 

for the three fiscal years from 1970 through 1972. 

•. 

This was a clear departure from the philosophy that had 

pervaded national crime-fighting efforts up to that time. The 

result was dramatic progress in bringing America back from a 

period of record-breaking levels of lawlessness. 

Through the combined efforts of Federal, State and local 

agencies, serious crime in the United States is being brought 

under control. 

Aggressive leadership has produced positive results: 

Federal aid to State and local law enforcement agencies has 

(more) 
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increased dramatically; Justice Department funding has been 

augmented to provide more marshals, more judges, more narcotics 

agents and more Assistant U. S. Attorneys in the field; 600 new 

Special F.B.I. agents have been added; and Federal spending on 

efforts to curb juvenile delinquency has increased twelvefold. 

We have not only reversed a steady rise in the crime rate; 

we have actually brought about a nationwide decrease in the rate 

of serious crime. 

The Nixon goal of improving the American correctional 

system has been advanced, in large part, through the initiatives 

of the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA). 

Currently the Congress is moving to extend the life of 

LEAA and to increase the authorizations for that agency to about 

$1 billion a year. LEAA also is being strengthened. It is being 

made more accountable. The administration of assistance programs 

is being made more centralized. The formulas for matching Federal 

funds are being simplified; and funding incentives for inter

governmental coordination and cooperation in areas of law 

enforcement and criminal justice are being provided. 

The primary responsibility for fighting crime lies with 

the States. The LEAA program aids those elements in our federal 

system which are best able to fight crime. 

Our anti-crime program is on the right track. We are 

taking the right measures. The only way to attack crime in America 

is the way crime attacks our people--without pity. 

This is why I am strongly supporting the President's 

latest efforts to step up the war against crime--a comprehensive 

revision of existing Federal criminal laws and the centralization 

of drug law enforcement efforts through creatioN of a new~Federal 

Drug Enforcement Administration (FDEA). 

The Drug Enforcement Administration has become a reality as 

the result of an Administration reorganization plan. This 

coordinated attack against drug traffic has become a reality 

because a majority of the members of the U. S. House of 

Representatives had the good sense to reject a move by the 

House Government Operations Committee to disapprove the 

reorganization proposal. 

(more) 
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The need for centralizing drug enforcement activities in 

one Federal agency became clear during Floor debate. I strongly 

supported the establishment of this new agency. 

How important is the sharpening of the attack against 

drug trafficking? It is still estimated that one-third to 

one-half of all individuals arrested for street crimes are 

narcotics abusers and addicts. 

No single law enforcement problem has occupied more time, 

effort and money in the past four years than that of drug abuse 

and drug addiction. 

When the present Administration assumed office in 1969, 

only $82 million was budgeted by the Federal Government for law 

enforcement, prevention and rehabilitation in the field of drug 

abuse. That figure has been increased to $785 million for fiscal 

1974, nearly 10 times as much. 

The record shows that narcotics production has been 

disrupted, more traffickers and distributors have been put out 

of business, and addicts and abusers have been treated and 

started on the road to rehabilitation. 

Turning again to the need for revision of existing Federal 

criminal laws, let me emphasize that we should increase the 

sentences for heroin and morphine trafficking and restore the 

death penalty for certain crimes. 

Last March 22 I introduced the Administration bill providing 

for the death penalty for wartime treason and for murder committed 

under certain circumstances. The death penalty can be a deterrent 

to crime. 

I strongly support general revision of the Federa~ criminal 

laws because this will provide us with laws that are workable and 

responsive to the demands of a modern Nation. 

Most crime in America does not fall under Federal 

jurisdiction. Those who serve in the front lines of the war 

against crime are the State and local law enforcement authorities . 

But the present Administration has been providing State and local 

authorities with the leadership and the aid necessary to turn the 

tide against the criminal. As a consequence, we have won quite 

a few battles in our constant jousting with the forces of crime-

and we are on our way to winning the war against the crimina)<~~ 
element in our society. ,,. )~" 
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CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-

June 21, 1973 

Statement by House Republican Leader Gerald R. Ford 

NEWS 
RELEASE 

The signing of the Strategic Arms Limitation Seven Principles 

Agreement by President Nixon and Soviet leader Brezhnev is an event 

of the greatest significance for the future of world peace. 

There is good reason to believe that this agreement will 

culminate by the end of next year 1n a U.S.-Soviet treaty that would 

limit and reduce offensive nuclear weapons, a companion pact to last 

year's agreements limiting defensive nuclear missiles and submarines. 

President Nixon has led us to a most promising point in the 

development of peaceful relations between the two superpowers of the 

world. The words, a generation of peace, have become a phrase 

that accurately sums up the prospect for the future of mankind. 
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FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON MONDAY, JUNE 25. 1973 

Three out of five Fifth District residents responding to Congressman Gerald 

R. Ford's 1973 questionnaire would like to see the Supreme Court ruling on abortions 

reversed. 

That became known today as Ford announced the results of his survey, 

tabulated in a computerized count. Ford reported that 27,770 persons had filled 

out his questionnaire, nearly one-third again as many as last year. 

Offered three choices, only 31 per cent of those responding to Ford's 

question on abortion said they favor allowing the Supreme Court decision legalizing 

abortions to stand. Nearly half--45 per cent--favored a constitutional amendment 

prohibiting abortions in all but extreme circumstances while 18 per cent want a 

constitutional amendment restoring to the states the power to regulate abortions. 

The combined vote for the proposed constitutional amendments, both now in the 

House Judiciary Committee, was 63 per cent. The numbers do not add up to 100 per 

cent because the remainder did not answer the question or voted for more than one 

choice. 

An overwhelming majority of those answering Ford's questions--a full 

80 per cent--rejected the idea of U.S. aid for the postwar reconstruction of North 

Vietnam. The Administration has not submitted any aid proposal to Congress, but in 

the Paris Peace Agreement the United States agreed to provide North Vietnam wit h 

economic aid. 

Two out of three of the Ford questionnaire respondents (67 per cent) voted 

against diversi on of Highway Trust Fund monies for mass transit. The House on 

April 19 defeated a move to give states and cities the option of using up to 

$700 million in Trust Fund money for rail and bus systems. Ford fought the move. 

The House last Wednesday appropriated $980 million for mass transit from general 

revenues. Ford supported the legislation. 

(more) 
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The questionnaire respondents divided sharply on the question of amnesty 

for deserters and draft-dodgers. Ten per cent favored unconditional mru1esty while 

37 per cent were for giving amnesty to those willing to serve two or three years 

in government service. Forty nine per cent opposed amnesty under any conditions. 

Summing up the rest of the questionnaire results, Ford reported that the 

respondents heavily favored restoring the death penalty for certain crimes, favored 

Federal income tax credits for part of the cost of sending children to nonprofit 

nonpublic elementary and secondary schools, endorsed giving President Nixon the 

power to raise or lower tariffs as a tool in trade negotiations, strongly favored 

having Congress adopt an annual spending ceiling even at the expense of exist!ng 

programs, and favored protecting the right of newsmen not to reveal the identity 

of news sources. 

Ford is the author of a bill which would provide a Federal income tax 

credit of up to $200 per child for parents sending their children to nonprofit 

nonpublic elementary and secondary schools. He said House Ways and Means Chairman 

Wilbur Mills, D-Ark., has informed him the tax credit proposal "undoubtedly" will 

be included in the omnibus tax reform bill to be written by Mills' committee. 

Ford said this means the tax credit provision will pass the House. However, 

he said he could make no prediction as to what will happen to it in the Senate. 

# # # 
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The questionnaire respondents divided sharply on the question of amnesty 

for deserters and draft-dodgers. Ten per cent favored unconditional amnesty while 

37 per cent were for giving amnesty to those willing to serve two or three years 

in government service. Forty nine per cent opposed amnesty under any conditions. 

Summing up the rest of the questionnaire results, Ford reported that the 
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a-ru b1 Rep. G!r!J.d R. 'if• R-Micb,, to be plac!4 1n \)l! Copqeaaicmal 
Reoord of h•!!l&• J\me 2 , lsrQ. _ 

MR. SPEAKER: Several ot m:t colleagues led by the gentl-.n f'raD. 

lev Jersey (Mr. PA'rrEN) todq are diBCWiaine; the Vienna negotiations on 

MBFR. 

We are heartened b7 the tact that the Soviet Union and ita allies have 

accepted the general traevork tor auch talks. and ve are pushing ahead 

toward a mutual bal.anced reduction ot the torcea ot the Warsaw Pact.and :RATO 

in Jmoope. Asre•ent will not only' strengthen detente and peace and security 

in Europe bu.t also reduce the arms burden on JHIIlbers ot both alliances. It 

will allow us to reduce the nUIIlber ot our troops in Blrope vi thout interfering 

with JATO strategy and strength. 

We are aware ot the obstacles still in the way, among them the question 

ot what a balanced withdrawal means and al.ao the di~~p~te 1nvol111Dg 

pe.rticipation 1n the conference and the area to be included. HATO strenuously 

objected to the Soviet proposal to exclude Hungary and her terri tory traa 

the MBJI'R zone. li'inally', a ccmpralliae vas reached not to treat Jt.mgary as a 

direct participant but as a special participant in the prelt.inar,y talks. 

THis ccapromiae vas made withcNt prejudice to the status ot Hungary at the 

1\lture main cooterenee or in ~ MBFR agreeents. The West &leo retai.Ded 

the right tore.in the is8Ue at the tall conference. 

In JaY' opinion, we should continue along the lines set torth in the 

cCliiiPl'<Aise and seek to have HuDgary admitted to the main conference as a 

tull participant. 

I I I 
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Statement by Rep. Gerald R. Ford regarding Watergate and the Banking and Currency 
Committee 

(Memo to Fifth District News Media: I understand that an attempt will be made 
by Bob Kleiner at a press conference Monday morning to tie me in with Watergate. 
The following statement is my comment on any charges that might be made in 
connection with the House Banking and Currency Committee vote last Oct. 3 
against a committee investigation of the Watergate Affair.) 

"On Oct. 3, 1972, the House Banking and Currency Committee voted 20 to 15 

against conducting an investigation of the June break-in and bugging of Democratic 

National Headquarters. 

"All 14 Republican members of the committee voted against the proposed 

investigation. So did six Democrats. Had these six Democrats voted with other 

Democratic members of the committee to proceed with the investigation, the vote would 

have been 21 to 14 to go ahead with the probe. It is therefore ridiculous for 

Fifth District Democrats--or for that matter, for Democrats anywhere--to charge that 

Republicans blocked an investigation of Watergate by the House Banking and Currency 

Committee. 

"The motivation of the committee Democrats who voted against the investigation 

was the same as that of the Republicans. The investigation would have interfered 

with the proper prosecution of the suspects arrested in connection with the 

Watergate break-in and would have been interpreted as infringing on their 

constitutional right to a fair trial. 

"The White House did not even discuss this matter with me in advance of the 

Oct. 3 meeting of the Banking and Currency Committee. The House Republican 

Leadership did meet with Republican members of the committee on Sept. 26 and 27 in 

the Office of the Republican Whip (Rep. Leslie Arends, R-Ill.) but these meetings 

took place at the request--! emphasize, at the request--of the committee Republicans 

and not on the initiative of the leadership or the White House. The Republican 

committee members wanted to discuss with the leadership the problem that confronted 

them--the fact that public committee hearings could jeopardize the rights of the 

Watergate defendants. I never received a request from the White House that the 

House Republican Leadership meet with Republican members of the House Banking and 

Currency Committee. For anyone to try to tie me in with Watergate because of the 

vote Oct. 3, 1972 in the Banking and Currency Committee against an investigation of 

Watergate is utterlY ridiculous. SUch l.!~u-ges are a complete fabrication without 

any basis in fact." # # # 



CONGRESSMAN 

GERALD R. FORD 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

NEWS 
RELEASE 
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against conducting an investigation of the June break-in and bugging of Democratic 

National Headquarters. 

"All 14 Republican members of the committee voted against the proposed 

investigation. So did six Democrats. Had these six Democrats voted with other 

Democratic members of the committee to proceed with the investigation, the vote would 

have been 21 to 14 to go ahead with the probe. It is therefore ridiculous for 

Fifth District Democrats--or for that matter, for Democrats anywhere--to charge that 

Republicans blocked an investigation of Watergate by the House Banking and Currency 

Committee. 

"The motivation of the committee Democrats who voted against the investigation 

was the same as that of the Republicans. The investigation would have interfered 
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"The White House did not even discuss this matter with me in advance of the 

Oct. 3 meeting of the Banking and Currency Committee. The House Republican 

Leadership did meet with Republican members of the committee on Sept. 26 and 27 in 

the Office of the Republican Whip (Rep. Leslie Arends, R-Ill.) but these meetings 

took place at the request--! emphasize, at the request--of the committee Republicans 

and not on the initiative of the leadership or the White House. The Republican 

committee members wanted to discuss with the leadership the problem that confronted 

them--the fact that public committee hearings could jeopardize the rights of the 

Watergate defendants. I never received a request from the White House that the 

House Republican Leadership meet with Republican members of the House Banking and 

Currency Committee. For anyone to try to tie me in with Watergate because of the 

vote Oct. 3, 1972 in the Banking and Currency Committee against an investigation of 

Watergate is utterly ridiculous. Such ~~a~ges are a complete fabrication without 

any basis in fact." # # # 




