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March, 1980 

Dear Fri end, 

Many people are deeply disturbed by r1s1ng abortion rates--
the massive signature of a society that no longer cares about 
its own. The need for legal protection for all human beings 
is evident; and American Citizens Concerned for Life (ACCL) 
is working tirelessly to accomplish this long-range goal. 
But it will take many of us working together to reach our 
goal; and we must face facts. 

Over a million unborn babies are still dying each year in the 
United States. It may take three years; five years; 10 years--
or more--before two-thirds of the Congress and three-fourths · 
of the states agree to a Constitutional Amendment that will 
protect all members of the human family. In the meantime 
thousands of lives can be rescued right now if we are willing 
to give of our time and resources. 

ACCL has launched a new effort; the "Save a Life Today" 
campaign. By contributing to this program you can help us 
bring loving and practical help to distressed pregnant 
women and families. 

The public must be better educated about the dangers and 
realities of abortion. Every day women resort to this violent 
solution to unwanted pregnancy because they don't realize 
that there is life before ~irth or because they face overwhelming 
family or social pressures. Most of them are unaware that 
women can suffer disastrous physical or mental consequences 
when they make this desperate choice. REP EDWARD J. DERWINSKI (R-I11 4) 

REP JOHN N. ERLENBORN (R-111. 14) 
REP. CHARLES GRASSLEY (A-Iowa 3) 
REP ooNALoJ.MITcHELL<R-NY 31) Many women who suffer from an unwanted pregnancy would choose 
REP.RIcHAR0NoLAN(o-M1nn.6) life for the child if given the support and encouragement of 
REP.JAMEsL.oBERsTAR(D-Minn.ai people who care. By contributing to the "Save a Life Today" 
REP ALBERT H. QUIE (A-Minn. 1) campaign you can help ACCL offer opportunities to these 

women that are unavailable to them in other programs. 

Proceeds from the project will also provide visual and written 
materials to speakers so that young people and adults can hear 
the kind of persuasive and compelling pro-life presentation 
that encourages them to value life, parenthood and responsible 
sexuality. 



With funds from this project the highly skilled staff and volunteers of 
ACCL are developing appealing and informative materials like those 
already in great demand--the slide/tape presentation, "Abortion Doublespeak," 
and the manual, "Counselling the Individual Experiencing a Troubleq 
Pregnancy. 11 

ACCL's legislative program is also supported by the "Save a Life Today" 
fund. This respected and effective voice for life is a central force 
in obtaining public funding for services to needy pregnant adolescents 
and their babies, and in decreasing funding available for abortion. It 
played an important role in the passage of a bill to prohibit discrimination 
against pregnant workers in the areas of pregnancy leave, medical benefits 
and job status. Because of this one change in the law, for the first 
time many pregnant working women will not lose their jobs, wages or 
seniority if they reject abortion. 

This national legislative program and the development of effective new 
educational materials is costly, even when much of the labor is volunteered. 
The "Save a Life Today" campaign must raise $50,000 this year to reach its 
goals. If we can convince just 500 women to forego abortion through this 
project, the cost of sparing each life is only $100. 

We know that you have probably been asked to contribute to other pro-life 
groups. But you can rely on ACCL's proven record of progress over the 
past five years. Our goals are broad-based, practical and will save lives 
today and tomorrow. 

Please join with us to save lives in 1980. Give as much as you can. 
Someone needs your help. 

Sincerely yours, 

Marjory Mecklenburg 
President 

P.S. Enclosed is an article about one small human being whose struggle 
for life continues. In addition to joining the ACCL "Save a Life Today" 
campaign we hope you will consider helping Johnny and his young parents 
through this difficult period in their lives. 

MM:gf 
Enclosures 
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ACCL--PROTECTING AND IMPROVING LIFE 

If you are concerned that life in America today is not equally 
protected for all ••. if you want to do something effective about 
improving respect for life and the quality of life in our country ••• 
Welcome to ACCL! 

ACCL is an association of the kind of people who would once again 
wed freedoms and responsibilities, the freedoms all human beings 
deserve with the responsibilities they require. Our membership 
is drawn from the 50 United States and represents a broad-based 
cross-section of religious faiths, occupations and cultural back-
grounds. What we have most in connnon is a deep respect for the 
value of human life and a determination to influence public atti-
tudes and policy so that all human beings will be protected and 
have the opportunity to achieve their potential. 

Legislation 

The ACCL legislative program is varied and extensive. Legislation 
which affects vulnerable members of society is of special interest 
to the organization. Our current research and lobbying activity 
focuses on four areas: supportive services for pregnant women, 
particularly adolescents; educational programs to prevent adoles-
cent pregnancy and increase responsible sexuality; health needs 
and rights of children, born and unborn; and family challenges, 
especially concerning children and the aged. 

ACCL enjoys an excellent reputation with public officials as a 
responsible pro-life group demonstrating maturity in the pursuit 
of its goals and producing comprehensive issue analyses. We have 
been called upon as resource persons and to submit testimonies to 
Congressional committees. Recently ACCL's participation was re-
quested by the White House Conference on Families, the Select Panel 
for the Promotion of Child Health and the Population Advisory Panel 
of the Office of Technology Assessment of the Congress. 

The ACCL approach recognizes that there are many people of good 
will who differ with our abortion position or who have not yet been 
awakened to the seriousness and meaning of the present situation. 



Page Two 

Our program emphasizes persuasion, education and action which 
demonstrates that people are important and that positive solu-
tions to human problems are possible if we will work together. 
Respecting differences, the program concentrates on areas where 
connnon concerns and interests exist and where concrete progress 
can be made toward saving lives and influencing attitudes. Re-
cent passage of the Adolescent Pregnancy Act, providing help to 
needy pregnant adolescents and their children, resulted when 
ACCL saw the problem and the opportunity and worked with Congress, 
the Administration and groups around the country until success 
was achieved. 

Education 

The purpose of ACCL's educational fund and program is to inform 
people about the life issues and the importance of meeting human 
needs, awakening those who have not yet faced the destruction of 
human life and challenging those willing to help secure care and 
protection of those in need. 

Materials developed by the association are used across the country 
and include a slide/tape presentation on the "Doublespeak" of 
abortion; a manual, "Counseling the Individual Experiencing a 
Troubled Pregnancy"; and numerous pamphlets and books on pro-life 
work and issues. 

1079 
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Minneapolis Tribune Sun., Mar. 2, 1980 

I,\ 
United Press International 

Parents can't afford to take him home 
Patricia Todd held her son Johnny, who has lived sustaining equipment and nursing, costing about 
nearly all his 21 months attached to a respirator In $29,000 a year, the boy could go home. The Todds, 
a Chicago hospital. Johnny was born prematurely who owe about $9,000 on Johnny's hospital bills, 
at the University of Illinois Medical Center, weigh- said they need state aid. But Illinois won't help be-
Ing only 1 pound, 13 ounces and with underdevel- cause the Todds plan to move to Louisiana, where 
oped lungs. Doctors recently removed him from the John Todd Is a college student, and Louisiana 
respirator he had needed since birth and John and won't provide aid because young Johnny Isn't a 
Patricia Todd were told that with the help of life• resident of the state. 

NOTE: It is important for those of us who are pro-life 
and able, to support those who are not. A trust 
fund has been set up to help Johnny and his parents 
"make it. 11 Please send your contribution to: 

The Johnny Todd Fund 
North West Federal Savings and Loan 
4901 Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60641 

rmcnitt
Text Box
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AMERICAN CITIZENS CONCERNED FOR LIFE, INC. 

6127 Excelsior Boulevard Minneapolis, MN 55416 612-925-4395 

1500 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC 20005 '202/785-8448 

SAVE A LIFE NOW CAMPAIGN 

Even though pro-life organizations are working tirelessly to 
pass a human life amendment, over a million unborn babies are 
still dying each year in the United States. 

It may take three years, five years, 10 years--or more--before 
two-thirds of the Congress and three-fourths of the states agree 
to a Constitutional Amendment that will protect all members of 
the human family. The struggle to pass and ratify this amend-
ment must continue and become even more vigorous. But in the 
meantime, unless extensive action on another front is taken 
immediately, thousands of lives that we can rescue by working 
together will be lost. 

The "Save a Life Now" campaign will save lives by bringing 
loving and practical help to distressed pregnant women and 
families and will benefit all of us who are deeply affected 
by the lack of respect for life in our country. 

The public must be better educated about the dangers and 
realities of abortion. Every day women resort to this violent 
solution to unwanted pregnancy because they don't realize that 
there is life before birth or because they face overwhelming 
family or social pressures. Most of them are unaware that 
abortion is not always a safe and simple medical procedure. 
Doctors tell us that women can suffer disastrous physical or 
mental consequences when they make this desperate choice. 

The "Save a Life Nm"" campaign will provide visual and written 
materials to speakers so that young people and adults can hear 
the kind of persuasive and compelling pro-life presentation 
that encourages them to value life, parenthood and responsible 
sexuality. 

With funds from this project the highly skilled staff and vol-
unteers of American Citizens Concerned for Life are developing 
appealing and informative materials like those already in great 
demand--the slide/tape presentation "Abortion Doublespeak" and 
the manual "Counseling the Individual Experiencing a Troubled 
Pregnancy." 

The "Save a Life Now" fund will support ACCL's legislative 
program. This respected and effective voice for life is a 
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central force in obtaining public funding for services to needy 
pregnant adolescents and their babies and in decreasing funding 
available for abortion. It played an important role in the 
passage of a bill to prohibit discrimination against pregnant 
workers in the areas of pregnancy leave, medical benefits and 
job status. Because of this one change in the law, for the 
first time many working "'·omen will not lose their jobs, wages 
or seniority if they reject abortion. 

This national legislative program and the development of 
effective new educational materials is costly, even when much 
of the labor is volunteered. 

The "Save a Life Now" campaign must raise $50,000 this year 
to reach its goals. But if just 500 women are diverted from 
abortion through this project, that means the cost of sparing 
each life is only $100. 

We know that you have probably been asked to contribute to 
growing numbers of pro-life groups. But you can rely on ACCL 1 s 
proven record of progress over the past five years. Our goals 
are broad-based, practical and will save lives now. 

With the help of people like you we will create a caring society. 
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