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~HE PRES !DENT H!S SBEll · · · · 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 13, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: DON RUMSFELD 

FROM: 

Congressman Steve Symms wants the President 
to see the attached. 

Digitized from Box C26 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



RED TAG 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 13, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. ~­

Rep. Steve Symms (R-Idaho) 

Rep. Steve Symms called following his conversation with former Governor 
Don Samuelson. Symms is requesting that the President be given the 
opportunity to see and read the handwritten letter of Samuelson to the 
President on his qualifications for appointment as ,Secretary of the Interior. 

A copy of the Samuelson letter is attached. 

Attachment 
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· Don Samuel.IOD waa. appointed· Besicmal RepreMDta­
tr.. for Resioia Tea OD Mareh 19, 19'11, by Semat&lT of 
'l'rMspo.rtation Jolut ·A. Vol~ He had just fiDished a 
:four-year term aa Goftmor of Idaho. Prior to beiDg 

.· Goftrnor, SamaeboD aened six years in the Idaho State 
· Senate. During hia lesislative career, uaiDg his busineu 

· . and leadership abilities on varioa COJDDlittaes, lawa or 
statutes were strenathened, and new, sensible :resource 
and envil'OlUMfttal pzotection proeedllft!8 were established. 
. Headquartered in Seattle, Goftl'Dor Samuelson, as the 
Northwest Repn.Gtative, serna aa an integral part and 
extension of the Oftlce of the Secretary for the States 
of Washington, Oreaon, Idaho and Alaaka. His func:tiou . 
iDelwfe those of beinl' a coordinator, expediter, and ob- ·· 
budsman for print. citizens and loeal, cotmty and state · 
pnnunenta who utilia the aemcee and programs of 
the administratiou of the Department of Transportation. . · 

Seftn operatiq admini#ra.tiOJla, with over 100,000 · 
employees, are included in the Department: the Federal 
A.'riatiOD Admbliatration; Federal .Railroad Administn­
tiOD; Fedeml HilbwaJ' Adminiat:ration; Urban Mase 
Tluspottat!on Adm!oistration; United States Coast 

- Guard.; Saint Lawrence SeawaJ' Development Corpora• 
tion; and the NatloDal Highway Traftlc Safety Adminis­
tration. 1'he l>epi.rt:met also. pl'GVidea support and 
IH'P'lees to the National Traupol'tation Safety Board 
whoee reeommeadatlonl J'eP1'd.in&' safety an disseminated 
to the operatml' aclmfDim'ationa through the SeeretarJ"a .... 

.An important :tacit of GoYVDor Samuellon'a position 
u that of aeniDJ' u the Department of Transportation 
:repNMDtative oa the Nol'th.....t Federal Regional 
Council. In order to create a new aenae of partnership 
amoJll' the varioa levels of govemment, as well as 
llmplitJ the manapment of federal programs and speed 
deli...,. of fedeftl aeniees, President Nixon in 1969 
dincted that fedenl agencies be decentralized to the field 
for creater eftlcieDcJ and coordination. The Northwest 
Federal Regional Couucil has been established to car!')' 
out these objeettv. of the President. It consists of the 
Resfonal Direetors of the Departments of Health, Ed­
acation and Welfare; Housing and Urban Development; 
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DON SAMUELSON 
Regional RepnMDtative of Secreta17 of Transportation 

Region X 

. Alaaka 
Idaho 

.O:regon· 
. Washington 

6079 Arcade P~ Building 
1321 Secoad A"ff!!lue 

Seattle, WaahiD&ton 98101 
206 442-0590 

. Department of Labor; Ofliee of Economic Opportunity; 
Law Entoreement Asaiatance Adminiatration; U.S. En­

. vironmental Proteaion Agency; and Transportation. 
These Regional Dizeetors meet regularly to act on matters 

· which are of common conc:em to their Deparlments. Each 
of the agencies baa responsibility for the same four states 
within Region Ten. · . . 

Secretary Volpe stated when he appointed Samneblon 
to this position, "' have lmown Don Samuelson for many 
years and I am pleaaed to have a man of his integrity 

·and ability as .oUr rep:reeentatfve in Seattle • • • Don's 
utensive experfen~ in state go'9el'JlDient aasures us of 

. a strong bridge between Washington and the people of 
the Northwest." · 

Don Samuelson was born on a farm in Woodhall, IDi­
noia, on July 27, 1913. He graduated from Oneida High 
School in .1932 and attended Knox College in Galesburg, 
Illinois. He is married to the former Ruby Mayo. They 
have two grown children; both married, a daughter Donna 
(Mrs. Douglas Foth) and a son, Stephen. 

During World Warn. Gove.mor Samuelson served two 
years with the United States NaV7 aa a Gunner's ?rlate, 
Instructor and Small Arms Gunsmith. He was stationed 
at Camp Farragut, Idaho. 

After discharge from the Navy in 1946, Gove.mo:r 
Samuelson lived in Iowa for a brief time, but reta.med 
to. Idaho to start a sporting goods store in Sandpoint, the 
small town he became familiar with while stationed at 
nearby Camp Farragut. He was in private business in 
Idaho from 1946 through 1966 - the re~U sporting goods 
business and general gunsmith for 14 years and then the 
con.strw:tion equipment business covering the states of 
Idaho and Montana and ten counties in Easte.m Wash· 
ington. 

Don Samuelson served as Gove.mor of Idaho from 
;January 1967 until. January 1971. He served four years 
aS"Cllaiiiiiiin·ortlie1'Taho State Lana Board and four 
years as Chatrman of the Board of Examiners for the 
State of Idaho. He was a member of the Executiv" 

• 

. ...,.-



• 

.h 

·f 

{ 
1 

• 
~ 

1i 
ci 
t 
e 

• 
c 
c 
c 
I 
t 
~ 

l 
) 

J 
L J 
~~ ) 

' : -
] 

' I 
l 
] 

) 
--·- ----------~----~--·-'-' ~-----~--

I 

' 

... 
- . -:·-i; ' • 

.• 

Don Samuelaon was· appointed Resioul Represent.... 
tive for Region Ten on March 19, 1971, by Secretary of 
Transportation John A. Volpe. · He had just fiDished a 
four-,.:r term as Governor of Idaho. Prior to being 

_ Gover!lOl", Samuelson sernd aix JearS in the Idaho State 
Senate. Dur:iJlg his legislatmt caner, using hia business 
and leadenhip abilities on -.arioua committees, laws or 
statutes were strengthened, and new, sensible resource 
and envhoDJDeDtal protection procedutoes were established. 

Headquartved in Seattle, Gover:tlOI' Sa.mue~Bo~ as the 
Nol"tlnntd BeJ~NHDtatift, aenes as an intagnl part and 
extensioa of the Oftlce of the Seeretar7 for the States 
of Wubingtoa, Oregon, Idaho and Alaaka. . His funet:iou 
inclUde · thON of belq a coordinator, expediter, and ob­
budsmaa for private citizens and loc:al, county and state 
goverJUDenta who utilise the serriees and programs of 
the aclmfJWit.ratiou of the Department of Transportation. 

S...· operating adminlatrations, with over 100,000 
emplo,_, are included in the Department: the Federal 
A viatioa Ac!miDiatration; Federal Railiotul A.dm.i:nistra,. 
tion; Federal Highway Administration; Urban }lass 
Tranaportatioa Administration; United States Coast 
Guard; Saint Lawrence Seaway Demopment Corpora­
tion: and the National Highway Traftic Safety A.dminis­
tratlon. The Department also. provides support and 
services to the National Transportation Safety Board 
whoee reeommendatiou regarding safety are di.ueminated 
to the operat:IDg administrations through the Secretar'J's 
oftlee. 

An important facet of Governor Samuelson's position 
is that of serring as the Department of Transportation 
reprea.~tatift on the Northwest Federal Regional 
CounciL In order to create a new sense of partnership 
among the nrioua levels of government, as well as 
simplify the management of federal programs and speed 
del.iftlT of federal serriees, President Ni."ton in 1969 
directecl that federal agencies be decentralized to the field 
for greater eftlcieney and coordination. The Northwest 
Fedenl Resfonal Counen has been established to carry 
out theM objeetlves of the President. It consists of the 
Regional Directors of the Departments of Health, Ed­
ueation· and Welfare; Housing and Urban Development; 
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