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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 7 

FOR GENERAL SCDWCROFT 

RE: Tree Plantings in Occupied 
Territories 

Brent, 

I would that the attached would interest you 
with reference to the recent action on a tree 
planting in the Occupied West Bank of Jordan. 

Yamit is one of the controversial Israeli 
settlements being built in the Sinai. You 
will note e_aragraph ~ and especially ear~
graph 6 that 11 tree planting, of course, is 
the-~fra-ditional sign of permanency here. 11 

This sums up the problem each time a 
new tree is planted -- and dedicated 
in the Occupied Territories. 
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Bob Oakley 

Digitized from Box C12 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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5USJECT1 lSRAtLI ACTIVITY AT YAMITAND RAFAH JUNCTlON AREA 

R~Fa TEL AVIV 0010 

l. DURING FEB 2 VISIT TO SITE WHERE PROJECTE~ REGIONAL 
CENTEH OF yiMTI IS TAKING SHAPE, ~MSOFFS OBSEHVEO THAT 
FXT~RNAL CONSTRUCTION HAS AEEN COMPL!TEO ON ALL 1b5 HOUSING __ 
UN1TS DESIGNE~ FON INIT~AL UCCUPANCYG WOR~ HAS ALSO ~tGUN 
ON lNTEHtOR, FOUNDATION WORK APPEARS TO Bf NEAR1Nb COMPLETIUN 
nN INITIA~ POKTION OFlNOUST~IA~ICOMM!R!CAL COMP~Ex, ~LTHOUGH 
NO BUILDING CUN~TRUCTION HAS YET ~EGUN. 

~i EMBOFFS HAD OPPORTUNITY TO CHAT WlTH HANUFUL Of AM~HICAN~ 
WHn EXPfCT TO SiTT~i IN VAMIT, ONE OF WHOM IS SUB•CONTRACTOR 
FOR SOME OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITV WITH REMAINDER l.NVOL.Vt:;O IN 
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF PROJECTQ ESTIMATES OF WHtN THEY HOPEO 
TO MOVE IN INCLUD~D " IN SIX MONTHS" AND " TH'S SUMME~", -NO 
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3. SETTL.E~S SA!O THt!R GROUP OF ABOUT Fl.El-¥- A!1!f!(ISAN iElTLfRS 
WOIII,.O HAVE AS FIRST RESPONSIBIL.IT"IE'S AFTEF< MOVING IN OPERATION 
Or WOODWORK FACTORY AND ESTAB~ISHMENT 0 EHI' AN ENANCt 
FACILITY FOR USE OF IOF M N RUSSIAN StTTL~R~~ 
ALSO ABOUT F Y IN NUM6EH, WOULD FIRST StT UP META~•WORK FACTORY AND 
THEN PLANNING TO ESTAijLlSH COMPUTER•SHARING OPERATION LINKEU TO 
~OMPUTERS IN U.S. AND DESIGNED TO FUNCTION DURING THElR 
OOWNTlMt, 

4, JERUSALEM POST FEB 5 CARNIES FRONT•PAGt PICTuRE SHOWlNu 
GROUP OF STUDENTS AND FACULTY FROM TEACHERS CULLEGE IN TEL AVLV 
PLANTING UNf HJQIISAND SAPLINGS.!! TO HOL.D DOWN THE SHlJ']ING 
SANDS AT YAMI1 1 " AREA BEING PI.ANTEDAPPEARb TO BE JU~T 
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5, RE NE.W SETlLEMENTSREPORTU TEL. AVlV 401, YAMIT ~ETTI.ERS 
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SINAI TO NEW SITE EAST OF EL•ARlSH, EMBOFFS DBStRVEU BUL.LUOZE~' 
L~V~LING COASTAL OUNES ABOUT 3•4 KMS EAST OFE~~ARISH ~Ul 
WERE UNABLE DISCERN PURPOSE OF ACTIVITY W~ICH APPtAREU TO 
HAVE JUST BEGUN, 

~. ~OMMENTI AMERICAN SETT~ERS Wt SPOKE TO AT YAMIT, W~O 
MAV OR MAY NOT BE TVPlCAL OF ~EMAlNOER OF INITIAL GHOUP 0~ 
StTTLERS, SEM~D MOTIVATED BY ADVENTURE OF CREATING 
·~ITY IN SINAI DESERT. THEY EXPRESSED 
SURPRISE THAT SADAT SHOULD STILL BE TALKING OF RETUHN TO 
'"u~~7 BOROl:RSWHEN YAMIT wAS ALREADY IN PLACE • .__ONE SETTLER ,,,,SA THAT YAMlT WAS AL.RtAOV NEW" FA'T" N SIN~I S T ATIU~ 
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THE WHITE HoUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM 564 Add-On 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 
January 31, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERALSCOWCROFT 

ROBERT B. OAKLE~O FROM: 

SUBJECT: Talking Points for Handling of the Tree 
Planted in the Judean Hills -- Occupied 
West Bank -- in the President's Honor 

As you requested, at Tab A are some talking points you could use 
in a phonecall to the donor of the tree planted in the Judean Hills 
in the President's honor. 

You will want to personalize the greetings as appropriate on the 
Presid.rnt's behalf. Point 4 on our policy on Presidential mes
sages has been coordinated with Miss Hasek and reflects long
standing guidance on these requests. 

Depending on the outcome of your telephone discussion and the 
appropriateness of a follow-on thankyou from the President, I 
will be glad to prepare a memorandum for the President including 
a letter for his signature. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you phone the donor of the tree, using 
the talking points at Tab A and that you indicate your preference for 
a follow;..on letter from the President. [Suggested draft at Tab B] 

I have called the donor. ----

---- Prepare follow-on thank you for the President's signa-
ture along the lines of the draft at Tab B. 

____ No further Presidential letter necessary . 

• 



TALKING POINTS 

1. Greetings. [These will have to be personalized on the 
President's behalf.] 

2. The President has been deeply involved in the visit of 
Prime Minister Wilson this week and has asked me to 
call you following your gracious gesture of planting a 
tree in his honor. [A void say~ng a tree "in Israel."] 

3. The President deeply appreciated the spirit which 
prompted your gesture. You have his warmest personal 
thanks. 

4. We appreciate your interest in a possible message from 
the President for the tree dedication ceremonies. [NOTE: 
we do not know if the ceremony will be in the US or in Israel 
but the following covers both contingencies] 

--The long-time policy is that Presidential messages are 
offered only through official US Government representatives 
if the event involves a foreign nation or an event abroad. 

--At home, the President does send messages to national 
American groups, including "hyphenated" groups (i.e. 
an Israeli- US group or Polish- US group) but generally only 
to national events because of the many requests. 

--These guidelines are a matter of policy because of the 
innumerable requests of the President. 

5. IF THE PRESIDENT WILL BE WRITING A THANK-YOU: 

A !though the President has been busy this week, I know that 
he will be writing to express his thanks. But we wanted to 
respond promptly to your request . 

• 



PAGE 2 

6. IF PRESSED ON THE MESSAGE 

The President receives so many requests from private 
Americans and so over the years we have had to develop 
guidelines restricting messages generally to official or 
national domestic events. 

[Miss Hasek has noted from experience that the positive 
approach of stating our policy -- point 4 above -- is pre
ferable to getting into a more refined discussion of why 
we cannot meet every request and what exceptions might 
have been made] 

7. IF US SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL OR ISRAEV S POLICY ON 
THE OCCUPIED TERR !TORIES ARE RAISED 

US support for Israel's security and well-being remains 
strong and the US remains irreversibly committed to the 
pursuit of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East which 
will ensure Israel's long-term security. We are aware of 
the complex problems, including the Occupied Territories, 
but remain confident that the sides can find a solution in 
negotiation. 

• 



Dear ------------------------

I want to thank you for your thoughtfulness in 

remembering me and for the scroll which you so kindly 

presented. You have my deep appreciation for your 

gesture and for your words and good wishes. 

In the spirit in which you have made a planting, 

let us all pray -- and work -- for a just and lasting peace 

in the Middle East and around the world. 

With warmest personal wishes, 

Sincerely, 

• 



A Forest of Ten Thousand Trees 
in the Judean Hills near Jerusalem 

in Tribute to 

The Honorable 

GERALD R. FORD 

President of the United States 

For his unswerving support of the cause of Israel 

and the Jewish people 

Through the Generosity of 

Jacques Amsellem 

Jewish National Fund of America 

September 12, 1974 

Americana Hotelp NYC 

Is /Executive Vice President Is /Treasurer Is /President 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION 
564 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Background 

• 
January 28, 1975 

GENERALSCOWCROFT 

ROBERT B. OAKLEY~ 

Planting Trees in Judean Hills--Occupied 
West Bank--in the President's Honor 

For both environmental and political purposes, the Israelis have 
stimulated interest both within Israel and among the Jewish community 
here in the planting of trees around their countryside. It has become 
common for persons who have purchased and had planted one of these 
trees to dedicate it to someone. Several were dedicated to President 
Nixon so it is not unusual that one has been planted in honor of President 
Ford. 

The problem is, however, that the Israelis are increasingly settling in 
and developing the Occupied West Bank and this is one area where they 
have focussed these new forest groves, financed by individual purchases 
and plantings of trees. Official US endorsement of this activity would 
run contrary to our policy which is that we do not accept any changes in 
the Occupied Territories because their future is an issue for the nego
tiations and must be decided in the negotiations and not unilaterally by 
one side or the other. My office has seen the publications of some of 
the groups raising funds for forests which include unrelated pictures or 
Presidential messages in a way which would suggest US endorsement 
of this tree planting activity. 

The tree which has been planted in President Ford's honor is, of course, 
in the Judean Hills south of Jerusalem in the Occupied West Bank. It 
would be whoa.ly inappropriate for the President to send a message to the 
dedication ceremonies of this tree which would appear to align him closely 
with Israeli policies on the future of the West Bank. We have strictly 
avoided this in the past, regretting requests to previous Presidents for 
tree-dedication messages. On the basis of past practice, it is also 
possible that a Presidential endorsement would soon become part of the 
public relations campaign to sell trees . 

• 
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It happens that, in any event, it is standing practice that no Presidential 
messages are ever sent to foreign events at the request of unofficial 
Americans. Our office has worked with Eliska Hasek over the years 
on Presidential messages and none are ever sent abroad unless they 
are officially stimulated or relate to an official event at which the US 
is represented. 

Conclusion 

Thus a Presidential message which could be read at the dedication 
of the tree would mean a radical change in standing policy on two 
important questions. As much as the President would like to respond 
to his friend, it really would be a serious mistake. 

How to Respond 

If you wish, you could send the memo to the President at Tab A explaining 
why it is undesirable to send a message on the occasion of this tree's 
dedication. Or you can explain it orally in your morning briefing. 

With respect to the tree's donor, I can not judge whether the President 
would prefer to call him or send a letter, or perhaps have you call for 
him while he sends a letter. It would be more responsive to this well
intentioned gesture from an old friend to explain to him by phone how 
much his act is appreciated and why the President can not send a message 
for the dedication.c This could not really be done in a letter. 

However, it would be appropriate for the President separately to send a 
thank-you letter expressing his appreciation but in general terms so as 
not to identify the President with the tree-planting ceremony. 

The memo at Tab A would provide the President with background and 
suggest the nature of a written reply from him which would have to be 
personalized. This memo would assume that you would separately call 
the donor to explain why no dedication message is possible. 

The alternative would be for the President (a) to call and handle this all 
orally or (b) to write turning down the request--which I do not recommend. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you either forward the memo at Tab A or 
discuss this orally with the President in your morning briefing . 

• 
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T-HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 31, 1975 

Bob Oakley 

Please see Brent 1s note requesting 
talking points for his use in calling 
"this man 11 whoever that is. I suspect 
it is the US jewish sponsor of this 
effort. If this isn 1t enough to go on, 
please let me know and I will scout 
it out upstairs. 

Can do? 
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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENTSCOWCROFT 

ACTION 
564 

Dedication of a Tree in Judean Hills--Occupied 
West Bank--in Your Honor 

This is in reference to the request for a message from you for the 
dedication of a tree planted in your honor outside Jerusalem. 

Background 

For both environmental and political purposes, the Israelis have 
stimulated interest both within Israel and among the Jewish community 
here in the planting of trees around their countryside. Persons who 
have purchased such trees and have had them planted have begun to 
dedicate them to prominent citizens. Several were dedicated to President 
Nixon and now one has been planted in your honor. 

The problem is that the Israelis are increasingly settling in and developing 
the Occupied West Bank of Jordan. This is one area where they have 
focussed these new forest groves, financed by individual purchases and 
plantings of trees. Official US endorsement of this activity would run 
contrary to our policy. We do not accept any changes in the Occupied 
Territories because their future is an issue for the negotiations and 
must be decided in the negotiations and not unilaterally by one side or 
the other. 

The tree which has been planted in your honor is in the Judean Hills 
south of Jerusalem in the Occupied West Bank. In terms of our foreign 
policy position towards the West Bank, it would not be appropriate for 
you to send a message to the dedication ceremonies of this tree which 
would appear to align you closely with Israeli policies on the future of 
the West Bank. We have strictly avoided this in the past, regretting 
requests to previous Presidents for tree-dedication messages in these 
circumstances. On the basis of past practice, it is also possible that 
your endorsement would soon become part of the public relations 
campaign to sell trees. 

• 
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It is also the case that no Presidential messages are usually sent to 
foreign events at the request of unofficial Americans. Because of 
the enormous number of unofficial requests that are received, this 
policy has been adopted. Messages from you are officially stimulated 
or relate to an official event at which the US is represented. 

Thus, a message from you on this occasion would mean a change in 
standing policy on two important questions, and one particularly 
sensitive from the point of view of the Middle East negotiations. 

Options on Reply 

If you agree, on the basis of the foregoing, that you do not want to 
send a dedication message, your reply to the donor could be handled 
in the following ways: 

1. You could thank the donor for his well-intentioned gesture along 
the lines of the attached letter. It is written in general terms 
to avoid official endorsement of the tree planting activity in the 
Occupied West Bank. I could separately explain by phone that a 
message from you for the dedication is not possible because of 
standing practice on requests for such messages. 

2. You could thank the donor for his gesture and also turn down the 
request for a message or you could do this yourself by phone. 
In both cases, you would be turning down the request personally. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you option one above and I will have a 
letter along the lines of the attached draft prepared for your signature. 

APPROVE---------

DISAPPROVE 

____ Prefer option two; prepare letter. 

____ Prefer option two; provide talking points for a phonecall . 

• 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

TH-:3 WHITE HOUSE 

WAS II IN G TO ?l 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT 8GOWGR0P"T H A-1< 

ACTION 

564 

SUBJECT: Dedication of a Tree in Judean Hills--Occupied 
West Bank--in Your Honor 

/-'1-(;.r;J ; n 

'-/t:' t; r AosA e;,. ,- - " 
This is in reference to~ request fo:r;,ts--mess«ge ;frQ;a;t yea:!.. the 
dedication of a tree planted in your honor outside Jerusalem. 

Background 

For eetfi environmental and political purposes, th~sraelis have ~f)l'1l 0"",.'""'1 
~,c.,.~ 

stimulated interest both within Israel and among t e,.!ewish community 
~ in the planting of trees around their countryside. Persons who 
have purchased such trees a!8il Q.a1F~ -l:iael th:empl~Btea have begun to 
dedicate them to prominent citizens. Several were dedicated to President 
Nixon and now one has been planted in your honor. 

I~~ o-1 r I 4<> I r ' ', / 
T il-a p rnbl=-m is-h~-e-ft:~ raei:i~~ inc-r.ea.singly settling in and developing 
the-G-c-e~ied West Bank of Jordan. This i:'3 one a r e a w~1.ere t h ey hav-~ 

fo.cusJ~ these~e-s~v-es,-4inanc.ed by iruli:v.i.dual purc~nd 
~b:nti.~ =0.£-tx..e~ ,££. cial us,e:nd,orsem.~9.t of thi s c.ctivity would run 

tl I;, '~t ,a # ,.. ·~ WoCI 

contrary to our policy. W!i d.g iR:Q~accept ali/ £ hanges ip'lf~e O~cupied 

Territories because their future is an issueAfg: 't9~ negotiation
1
s and 

r:n-.a-el: be eleei"'1.8d ia &ae Begeiiatie!8s aa8. not unilaterally by one side or 
the other. /hv 

T h e tree vth:ie"ft H.~ been planted in your honor is in thE: JLidean Hills 
south i)f Jerusalem in the Occupied West Bank. In terms o£ our ,fet cjgn 
p~cy p~~itiQR tQ.JHa-d.• the West Ban."!(, it would_ not be appropriate_iQE , 
you to send a message to the d edication ceremonies of this tree ... w.'Ari&e_ 

: ,./e> o Gould appear to align you Gl.Q40-&l.y;. with Israeli polici e s on t he future of 
the West Bank. We have strictly avoide d this in the past, re g retting 
r e que sts to previous Presidents for tree-d e d i cation m essages in the se 
circumstances. On the basis of past~e, it is also.;"'c;::fl!f:e that 
your endorsement would soon become part of the public relations 
campaign to sell trees. 
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.!_1!__0~~~ 1;};).8 ea&e that no Presidential mess~s are asaaHy sent to 
foreign eve~ts at the request of unofficial Americans. Because of 
the enormous number of unofficial r~9..u~~l'~ received, A 
policy has been adopted .S~\1e.ssages ~m: yg , officially stimulated 
or relate to an official event at which the US is represented. 

Th\ita, 4--mes sage from you on this occasion would mean a change in 'T"'~ 0 
standinfk:golic1i'~rfl hie im]Se!P!ane e'fl!tCl'ltimi:ta.. and~ pi'"rticularly 
sensitive,..,~he pei~f of-vi-ew oi the Middle East negotiations. 

_Qptions on Reply 

CctJJ 1()~14 ,., 
If you agree, on the basis of the foregoing that you do not want to 
send a dedication message, your reply to ~e donor could be handled 
in the following ways: 

1. You could thank the donor for his well-intentioned gesture along 
the lines of the attached letter. It is written in general terms 
to avoid official endorsement of the tree planting activity in the 
Occupied West Bank. I could separately explain by phone that a 
message from you for the dedication is not possible because of 
standing practice on requests for such messages. 

t-on... 
2. You could/\thank t:J;.e don:.lr f~is gesture and~ turn down the 

.......... ~ --'-' e... i c... • 
request for a message/\ ~b-thi.s :P &li~ p ne-. 
is both cas.e 1\>'0'Irld b"e turnln ow que-st-p~ . ~. 

RECOMMENDATION: That y*tion one above, ~I will have a 
letter along the lines of the attached draft prepared fo!." your signature. 

APPROVE -------------------
DISAPPROVE 

------ Prefer option two; prepare letter. 

____ Prefer option two; provide talking points for a phonecall. 
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OTHER--------

SCHLESINGER, J c EYES ONLY EXDIS 

DAVIS ST EX SEC S CODEWORD 

TS SENSITIVE 

ACTION REQUIRED 

MEMO FOR HAK . 
.( _____ _ 

MEMO FOR PRES 
,( _____ _ 

REPLY FOR------------------

lATE ACTION ,( ____ _ 
,( _____ _ 
.( ____ _ 

JOINT MEMO. 
.( _____ _ 

REFER TO _________ FOR: _______ -------

ANY ACTION NECESSARY?. 
,( _____ _ 

CONCURRENCE. ,( ____ _ 
DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: (INCLUDING SPECIAL INSTAUCTIONS} 

Dl SPAT C H ---------------------------------------------

C Y RQMT S: SEE ABOVE PLUS: -------------------------------------1 MICROFILM & FILE RQMTS: 

NOTIFY ___________ & DATE-----------BY----------------i M/ F'D ______ B Y ______ _ 

SPECIAL DISPOSITION:--------------------------------------+---------, 

SUSPENSE C Y ATTACHED:-------~~-------- FOLDER: ---------------1 CLOSE ---'-----1 
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